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GETTING USED 10 . . .

Terror war

s.._“. HE HEIGHTENED secunty measures during the
2003 hohdays were a reminder that our nation 1s indeed
at war both at home and abroad

This 18 a war w1 th terronsm and the enemy has a never-
before-matched ability to bring death and destruction to the
American homeland

The only comparable threat exusted during the Cold War,
when long-range, nuclear-tipped mssiles were deployed on
geu&.ggiﬁgwgcmg—é
Emamra‘omn—zrﬁgg&szgaﬁq%&&a
expect to attack the other without being attacked and de-
stroyed 1n return.

That delicate balance does not exist 1n the war agamst
terronsm The enemy this time rejoices n swiaide bombing
and considers death an attractive reward for hus sacrifices

The great nsk n this new war 15 that terronst groups wall
gaun access to weapons of mass destruction which have long
been prohferating and may be 1n the hands of what amount
to international street gangs

mﬁrggwasa_ﬁm_mgssggs
and unleash devastation on thy ds of' t people If
they don't yet have such capability; 1t seems just a matter of
tume

Our milttary forces are once again putting their lves on
the line 1n places hke Iraq and Afghanistan But this time
they are not the only ones at nsk, the enemy this time can
bring the war to the folks at home in a very unique way

Secunty forces both miitary and avihan ave domng all
they can to detect and deter any terronst actvity within the
nation. The rest of us should also be igilant And we may
Just have to grow accustomed to a pamnful struggle that goes
on for many years

- Alaskans grieve

GAIN, ALASKA tragically loses one of its finest 1n
the line of duty
Kena police officer John Watson was slain with his own
gun late on Chnistmas Day, his wife’s birthday, as he fought
with fishing guide David Forster, who 18 accused of shooting
Watson 1n the back and then in the back of the head
Forster 1s charged with first-degree murder and four
counts of third-degree assault
The immensity of the loss 13 only compounded by the fact
that the 43-year-old Watson, an 18-year Kenai Police De-
partment veteran only months away from retirement,
leaves behind a wife and chuldren.
We pray that those who nsk their lives dauly to protect us
are afforded a special place in heaven They've eamned 1t

Varying standards for discrimination
ORD of the gﬁm, S AN ‘

By WALTERE WILLIAMS

buy and th ._.h_mr

, and that mcludes my labor services
Is such a practice immaral?

Nobody 18 forced to sell me anything
at my preferred price, nor are they
forced to buy frem me at my preferred
price If we indeed transact, the anly - =
thing a thurd party could conclude 1s non-smokers 1 the United States,” the premuums to smokers, awrplane 3
that we both saw . Iife expectancy difference between nev- drug and alcohol abusers, and
ourselves as being er-smokers and current smokers 15 drivers?
better off than our B about seven years at ages 25-29, and None of these hfestyles has the dev-
next best alternative, BEL BN three years at age 75 and older Thus, 1t astating 1mpact on hife expectancy that
or why would we JRAASSEY makes sense for bife insurance  homosexuality does The only answer I
have voluntanly BRI companies to charge smokers higher can come up with 18 “._EB some forms of
transacted? SRS premuums discnmunation are politically acceptable,

You say “OK, [FESEEETEEY E»s..asn..pm a study .._._&_ J.na whie others aren’t.

" B H o ty o o Deeua s, nthe | )50 wonder about judges Merv

Wilkiams, you're nght N i nEEvI
But where are you § i i 1994, ov_wo Bn&“ﬂ— age e“.—“- th ” a brand BM“... 32-foot Wi £
nc-nnwnﬂeum E~ nnw.— AIDS 15 37 and death from ather causes home Op hus firet wnp, -“ﬂﬂmh cruse

the accusation that a corporation Actvif gr__.n..\ n “Psychological ’
moved overseas to take advantage of znva_..ﬂ- in 1998, the aver dnyer's seat to go 1nto the =

lower-priced labor or hured cheaper- pect. y of uals 18 20 to mm
x left the freeway, cras
hugher- Amencan high-tech Here's my question How come Iife in- £
place £ priced s my qf Y _o Graznska sued Winnebago for not ad-

p don't owner’
You'd think that a destre for lower lfe for h %&Euﬂﬂwﬁmﬂ“ﬂ_ﬂ

’ somehow should als? After all, ife 1ns mpanies
prices 18 ummoral Why EE:_HE_ B?:Eem ed hum $1 75 mulkon plus a new motor

for low a
s s B0 " e Tt o i, Wil Gl o e |
Another thing 1 wonder about are pectancy, such as Are you nw.._cn.. Do _Bﬁnsgmgsﬁurnr@w_ﬂg
those hife insurance company adver- you abuse alcohol and drugs? And do stupd to read a manual. ‘
.._nmEonunu where h”ow .mm fer nnncmnm Eﬁeﬁ uwmu_uawaﬁs ? homosexual?
te sm e . a
__.Nusm or nonsmokers re are the 1 i the you Lie orge Mason Universlty at Fairfax, Va. His

to an artade in “Socaal Sa- ance com| would be with is by Syndi-
Bsk,zmahmsusm:a_&..g hiztyle dacrumoabon Bt st t sl £ 1<, S77 W Certury S, Sute 70,

Walter E Willlams is a professor at
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MUSEUM OF HISTORY AND ART CHANGES . ..

Success path

HE ANCHORAGE Museum of History and Artis
taking a thoughtful and cautious approach to its upcom-
g expansion.

The museum has commissioned an expert study on just
how large an expansion it needs and can realistically afford.
And Director Pat Wolf announced that a $20 mullion muma-
pal bond to help fund the expanson wall be taken off this
Apnl’s election ballot and moved back a year.

Some kind of expansion 18 essential, the museum 18 run-

i nung out of room for its collections And as the crown jewel of

our commuruty’s cultural assets, 1t must keep pace with An-
chorage’s growing needs and do justice to the hugh-quahity
hustory, art and Native artifact exhibits available to 1t
There are two good reasons for slowing things down.
© To wat for a study commussioned in November on the

study will answer questions like whether the expansion 18
affordable, what budget level would be reasonable and
whether expenses can be met after the facility 18 opened. Too
many of the nation’s cultural facihties — including the Belle-
vue Art Museum near Seattle — have gotten in over ther
heads finanaally and been forced to close

¢ Tb gve voters more time to develop an understanding of
and approval for the need for the expansion. A recent poll
showed that area respondents thought the Anchorage Muse-
um 18 a worthwhule facility but they would not endorse a
bond 1ssue for 1t nght now The percentages were 57 percent

oppoaing the bonds, 36 percent supporting and 7 percent un- w
sure

THE LOW level of support for the bond 1ssue most hkely | 2

der who will be asked to fill that gap

The museum 1s well supported by the private sector In
1999 1t recerved a $50 mulhon gift from Elmer and Mary
Lowse Rasmuson, 1t 1s also generously supported by individ-
uals, private companies and chantable institutions Other

- funding for the expansion would come from federal, state

and local government The Anchorage public’s share of the
scheduled $120 mullion total — the amount on the bond 1s-
sue — would be just $20 mulhon. !

Presenting the bond issue to voters prematurely could
nsk its failure and wrongly suggest that the commumty
does not support the museum.

Tom Harns, the former J P. Morgan vice president doing
the study, 18 scheduled to present his first repart to Wolf and
the museum board this month. If changes are needed in
current plans, those will take ime

cessful,” Harris said. “That’s absolutely key”

“The goal 1s that whatever the organization does be suc- .

-13 trail-weary d

By WILLIAM J TOBIN

JANUARY — Gov Frank Murkows-
i to s Lagilace, s the e
sage to ture, -
ery of a creek full of giant-sized gold

near Nome signaled » new era

FEBRUARY — Democratic legis- | WOgz
FSH.%EE&SE&EE_:&.&

in this el year's law- | [ L L LT SEPTEMBER — Gov Frank
%ﬁﬂoﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁnﬂ% “We can't stand here all day. Murkowsk expressed appreaation to
90-day session “We ..r.u”&ah:? ft must have jammed. uﬂﬁgﬂﬂﬁgrﬂ“ﬂ&ﬂﬂ
month session 15 required,” mo-  MAY — Republican legislative lead- ‘ter deading to the nugget tax aver
crat Ethan Berkowitz “Besides, most ~hour meeting "y nnﬁ 1 dub
of us have pre-paid | on our o, sfter a ».:E.r d for wtls Qo mwﬂ o v

confer- ly,” the governor remarked, “and clearly
Juneau apartments, and see no reason g%aag%nﬂﬁgss Eggiéﬁgs

ﬁﬁw@e& leave any money on  gyd nugget tax and a speedy end to the  the state’s immedaate fu

Knowles, to be- .
come Alaska's all over Alaska waiting to be taxed, and  QCTOBER — Democrats, bhstered
Democratic member cntiasm
of Congress 1 a
years, jumped mto the JUNE — The Legislature, now look- get-out-the-vote campaign, especially
ere

APRIL — US Sen. Lisa Murkows- “The X
I, who led the rescue mission that general and could be interpreted to Nome muner, rapping the bar at the
E&?E&a?gﬁag Esﬁﬁﬁﬁssﬁrsn&h E%e.mnmmugrs.r;“nain
e r they floun- smlar :ma.eﬁ_ nugget “She’s a born and bre
%.asn.z.Eu_ﬁ.EcEEass Tony Knowles’ Downtown Emmmp.
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R BIRTHDAY FOR ALASKA . . .

45 years a state

m TATEHOOD CAME to Alaska 45 years ago today
We are no longer young Yet we stall have not reached
the matunty that was envisioned by those who fought so
gallantly and long to nd Alaska of territonal shackles that
held us 1n bondage to distant federal bureaucracy in Wash-
wngten, DC

Q.BEEQN&:@&E&:»&.BE%EEE
Alaska in dramatically better ways

Instead of a single non-voting delegate in the House of
Representatives, the new state :ﬁB:EP—M— a three-man
congressional delegation with the same nghts and privileges
as all other members of Congress

For the first time, Alaskans could vote for president and
could elect their own governor In terntonal days, we could
not vote in presidential elections and our governor was ap-
pointed by the president

Alaska became the owner of huge portions of its land ~—
although much still remaied, and remams today, in the
hands of Uncle Sam

As 1958 ended, Alaska was a terntory with some o1l and
gas on the Kenai Penunsula — but with no inmediate
prospect for a great economuc future As 1959 began, Alaska
was a rganmimﬁﬁﬁﬁgreﬁmmaﬁg:nS:g
taons that it would become wealthy and strong — and a few
years later Prudhoe Bay came alang, and Alaska was forev-
er changed

IN THE 4 1/2 decades since statehood, nine men have
occupied the office of governor- Bill Egan, Walter Hickel, Kei-
th Miller, Jay Hammend, Bull Shettield, Steve Cowper, Tony
Knowles and Frank Murkowsk

IntheUS mmshs.grmuvmm:g&gmr
Barilett, Emest Gruenung, Ted Stevens, Mike Gravel, Frank
Murkowsk: and Lisa Murkowsla

Four have served in the U'S House Ralph Rivers,
Howard Pollock, Nick Begich and Don Young,

Ocmnnipmwamvm:&.gnrﬁwmarwurmnggﬁﬂ
George Byer, George Sharrock, Elmer Rasmuson, George
Sullivan, Tony Knowles, Tom Fink, Rick Mystrom, George
Wuerch and Mark Begich

A#Bm.gngwﬂeagsmzi&wm%r?rwcm
worked diligently to help the state achieve its destiny The
work continues There are forces out there made up of people
who do not regard Alaska as a full-fledged state, but rather
ﬁﬁsﬁgﬂmggngﬁﬁ—ugﬁiom

saving
gé&agg_&g@@@:ﬂngggﬁ
wildlife part of a national zoo
They are wrong But they fight on for their misguided
cause, as Alaska — for the next 45 years and more — will
have to continue the cmn_mmc:?oi:é@
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Just say ‘no’ to state income tax

By BRUCE RAMSEY

The Seattle Times

Si.:EB %n-nm_m..m. head om.nﬁo
‘ashington State Tax Structure y
Committee and father of the state’s
nichest man, recently said, “Washing-
ton has the most regressive tax struc-
ture in the United States

“That 1s appalling to me And that 15
the basic reason the commussion felt we
needed an income tax.

‘That 15 not reason enough to swallow
an mncome tax.

A “regressive” tax means that the
less you eam, the higher percentage of
income you pay That sounds pretty
bad, but 1t 15 true of vartually all prices,
including the 25 cents for this newspa-
per Some of the most popular taxes —
the cigarette tax, particularly — are re-
gressive

In addition to its morally neutral
meanng, “regressive” has a highly fla-

1 SEE
1¢ ON TOB OF
ST MAD COW

PROBLEM

reachionary, bad — the opposite of
gressive,” which connotes forward-look-

You cannot use these words 1n a
marally neutral way They're ngged

It 1s true that Washington's taxes
are regressive, techmcally It 15 also It depends on what you think 1s fur  pollster Stuart Elway in his August
true that federal taxes are progressive, I think the “ability to pay” pninciple newsletter-
technically, and that the combmnation ought to hold at the low end, where 1t “Most voters do not trust the polita-
of federal and state taxes 15 progres- means what 1t says

sive

g — “prog Imeans a tax on success Penalzing that state government would exercise
sive” m a third, political sense of the Success 18 nerther fair nor smart fiscal discipline if 1t were to get more
gl—ﬁr&rﬁi—ﬁﬁ.ﬂgo@o To me, having no state tax 13 — spending would just go up,
not include the federal numbers i his ppe of the delights of Washington 1 creating demand for ever-higher tazes
think 1t also encourages venture cap- These beliefs are widely held ‘Most
“Are you implying that all state tax tal, high tech and high wages 1n this voters’ means 60 percent to 80 per-
systems should be regressive™ he said far corner of America Maybe [ am cent
“It's nonsense as far as 'm concerned ” wrong Maybe we would attract en-  Most voters lack Gates's sense of
I was ymplying that A state may trepreneurs here by taxing them more  public obligation They are agawnst a
want to offset the unfairly progressive But I doubt it state income tax because they don’t

federal income tax, which makes the top A final thing about a state income Want to pay 1t And because therr con-
50 percent of tax filers pay 96 percent of tax. The political 3 the sent 18 required in order to have it, this
the tazes Ev..@ﬁpﬁ:&vﬁeﬁ»ﬁ:ﬁéﬁ some Pla- 5tate wall go wathout it.

Several other states, including Flon- tanic 1dea of fairness It s to get the  Hurrah
da, Nevada, South Dakota, Texas and state more money Copyright ® 2003 The Seattie Times
Wyoming, do that by relying mamly on  And that 1s the main reason why a na...h«:u Originally published Dec 17,
sales taxes majority of voters oppose 1t. Saxd Seattle 2003, and used here with
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A rare win

Q.gﬂz EXTREMISTS are gnashing therr teeth over
the US Forest Service decision to allow logging on a
relatively small part of the Tongass National Forest

But most people in Southeast Alaska are applauding be-
cause the deasion wall open up 300,000 acres of the 17 mul-
lhion-acre forest and provide feedstock for the vestigal log-
ging industry surviving after a long, ongoing politacal assault
by the greens

The Forest Service deaision exempted the Tongass from the
“roadless rule” 1ssued during the Chinton adminustration

The roads ban 1s a key portion of the green pohtzcal strategy
aimed at malang national forests into de facto national parks
The decision was rendered to settle the state of Alaska’s
swit argung that the roadless rule violated the “nomore” ~
clause of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation

Act of 1980 .

The logging industry now provides just 650 jobs 1n South-
east, a shadow of the 5,000 jobs supported 10 years ago. Its
demuse has been a major drag on the area’s economy

The Forest Service noted 1n 1ts announcement that 32
commumnties within the Tongass depend on the forest for
subsistence and thewr socal and economuc health, and that
most of them lack road and utihty connections It said apply-
ing the roadless rule to the forest would cost a total of 900
Jobs 1n the area

THE REVIEW process leading up to the deasion in-
cluded 600 pubhic meetings all across the country and 1n-
cluding 17 1n Alaska More than 1 million public comments
were recerved, most supporting the ban on building roads
Fortunately the Forest Service decided that the state’s law-
suit had genuine ment and Alaska would prevail, so the ex-
emption to the roadless rule was granted

Environmental leaders are outraged, claiming that the For-
est Service should not ignore the comments of so many people.
But those attending most such heanngs are hkely to be antacs,
the actrve constituency for addiional hmited cuttang in the
Tongass 1s in Alaska. Those opposed — those who testified
agawnst 1t — are largely members of the cult-like green groups
that can mobilize their followers with incendiary e-mail

Those followers are fed a constant stream of marginal fic-
tion about places such as the Tongass and the Arctic Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge So when testifiers are needed to support
the extremist positions, they can be turned out with the
touch of a computer “send” button ,

The reality of green mobilization is what ternifies so many
members of Congress and gives the greens tremendous po-
htzcal power far out of proportion to their true numbers in
the nation.

The Tongass decision 18 a rare and welcome victory for
Alaska 1n its decades-long battle with environmentalist ex-
Hrermiam
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By PAUL JENKINS

All right, I finally get the picture

There are ousgwded souls who seem

to believe the photo that generally ap- el - WHO DAD S
Do of das s psbagt e ceo P NG,
, out of date, that ps — “ P
over the years and it has not. zm§._ \
s e - 5
they fret about my picture, with one qu - %
even suggesting I swap 1t out because LY
“You're smirking ” I prefer to think of 1t |’ el SDERE el W
oy v / 3
L Aidnbedia ~

as a playful, sensitzve look, but what do
I know?

ﬁﬁgﬂipﬁ.g&as
not bashful. One of a guy I've never .
seen before 1n my hfe, or since, strolls up .
to me 1n a store, throws his huge arm -
around my shoulders and, laughing, ST g
says, “Ya do something about that
%Buuggn?% harr and use Whiteout an hus beard. And now And, OK, the beard 15 a hittle dark-
- thereban” Yuk, yuk,yuk | er, too wcancﬂ.rnwggrrb
Another guy calls on the telephone, Do the baseless personal attacks me? Well, yeah, kinda, I guess
comphments me for bother me? Sometimes After all, 'm a ~ Admuttedly, if I robbed a bank, and
something one of the B ~, | gentle persan wath real feelings But I the authonties had the mugshot as the
uther dad (1 gra- ‘.. along I don't have time to war- picture, I'd be home free But m my
aaaaa y nnnmw.mn R 1y the stupid picture, 'm trying to 1t 1s a dead ninger for me 11 or
‘What else could I do?) - work on my spelling Beaides, it kinda 12 years ago, before I hut my pnme
and then says, laugh- P looks hike my gentle countenance (Itsa A the new year dawns, maybe I
ing, “You need to up- lot closer to loolang hke me than other ghould just capitulate It 1s after all, a
abﬁwo:—.?ngﬂ.%n «| colummsts’ m are to loolang bke magc tume for a
know It’s a fraud ® them. I may name names later ) svg.abuﬂ”p!_:g t,
What? While I'm des- {Under construction] The latest vindictive attack comes like fine wine, same of us enly 1mprove
% to Jolt from a Democratic lobbyist, a defender vath age And if 1t wall make the whin- ,
bran mto Jenkins of none other than His Majesty Allan  erg happy, what the heck?
remembenng a par- Tesche Mr nb_uoﬂw._u..u_. tly was  Now, all I have to do 1 find the nght
ticular ?Eg mffed with one of our editonals pont- photographer, one with the nght blend
An hour later, there 1t 5 Mangé ma, mg out that hs favonte assemblyman 18 of sensitvity and expenence, to present
And an and an. A “Wow, you look dif-  a clown. He charges that the mugshot 18 the current day me as I am — an almost
farent than your ,” here A “How my high school yearbook photo senous journahst (I don't own a suit) n
old 18 that m there The really  That is just so mean, so hurtful Why gn eternal search for the truth, ane with
polite folks, “Gee, when was that anybody would stoop that low 15 beyond feelings and fears and a doctor-certafied
picture taken?” The mean ones? “Hey, 18 me, but it got me to thinking Can all )on one who sometimes wears socks
that really you” My absolute favonite? these people be wrong? The lobbyist 13, of dufferent colors (There also was the
“A person wouldn't know you were that goes without saying, but what . dent with shoes of different colors,
mostly bald from looking at your pic- ggoo?ﬂuggzﬁﬁwagg but that’s for ancther tme )
ture” musleadng? Out of date? Old? Could & g}, ‘and ha airbrushes to add
%m&%eggg -gnﬂﬂﬂaﬂuﬂ*ﬁ_ﬁgtﬂrs !?SEB@»FDE—WMEE:
ane of my motarcycle nding partners, search my osely examune d
Jet's yust call hum that gets E.MSEEE.&E.EEE?
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Hope is high

VERY YEAR AS the calendar turns, human nature
urges each of us to be hopeful

The old year 1s past history Good nddance, in a lot of
ways

The new one 15 here The slate 1s clean. We can wnte
what we want — or more speafically, we can wish for good
things and jot them down so we can remember as the
months roll forward

Peace and health, happiness and smooth sathng for fam-
ly and fnends No money wormes No hospital visits Good
grades for the children A pat on the back from the boss —
maybe accompanied by a raise Pay off the mortgage Keep
the old car running with no major repairs No leaks in the
latchen faucet, no loud bangs from the furnace

‘Those are things we wish for

Mainor things these are, considening the ailments of the
world But they are the problems that plague us on a daily
bass, and for the New Year we'd hke to have nothing to do
with them

But we kmow better No matter the good times, we know
there will tnps and stumbles, sickness and death, money
worres and bills to pay

With the celebration of the New Year, however, we put
such concerns aside We resolve to do better

And we pray We pray for the safety of our troops 1n Iraq
and Afghamstan and in other tronble spots around the
world We pray for safety at home, that Amenica will be free
of terronist attacks We pray for safety n our neighborhoods
and for the safety of our loved ones as they drive on the
streets of Anchorage

WE HOPE that the leaders of our state and our aty will
serve us well, doing what 1s nght and not what 1s expedient
or the political thing to do We hope there will be more avihi-
ty in pubhc discourse and less acrimony 1n the Legslature
and before the Assembly

And we look to our famihies and our dearest friends and
c....mw that this New Year will be one of kindness toward each
of them

The greeting of the New Year, in other words, tends to be
a very personal thing

We wave goodbye to Father Time, we toot a paper hom to
welcome Baby 2004, wide-eyed and smiling And we have a
u_arn__ view of what would be good for America and for the
worl

But when all 1s said and done, we embrace our spouse, we
lass the cluldren, we pat the dog and brush the cat, and say
quietly to each other, Happy New Year

It also 15 a wish we extend to you and yours on this day, as
ﬁeﬁggﬂgoﬂ%mgwanﬁﬂiog%_ﬁ

ut

Let 1t be a good one

As always, I fecl obligated to share
with my readers my New Year’s resolu-
course of the next year So let's see {0 .MU
irn...ugiﬂv_n.hnonsog

Read quickly; things could change
tions so that they may be sunlarly in-
Well, look at this Danged if the first

By ELISE PATKOTAK QE&. Tras mearvwe —%
spired to umprove their lives over the oy
1}

resolution doesn't look surpnsingly hke
the first one from last year ly this
year I really will stick to some sort of

t
diet that does not necessitate my -

D

dog on a 5-mule death march to off Q !
the calones g , '

I have also resolved that this year I N v, — v
will not read or Lsten to any news that N %) ||_ g < P B
begins wath the words, “Michael Jack- ?V P _
son's attorney sad " If anyone should - 3] Ji- i 14
be faang cnmunal charges in this matter, LN _-L
1ts any parent who actually allows Jack- o
son unrestricted pn- so that I can read them all when [ re- what Soup 15 ike wnting a story
vate access to their turn And on the off chance I can't qute You of know where you want to end
child for m<m.-—wEo. . mmb._uéooswc_u_g.b:ﬂ.g_. up, but there %EE
ment. As for ) at least resolve to give myself more even author
Emﬂ.hﬁnﬁ than a week to catch up on all of them nENme 1 resolve to never again

so there are no more 4 am attempts at let the anow build up so much on my
| doing the crossword puzzle on the deck that when I open the door
comics page — because the answer to for the dog to go out, a mountain of snow
the clue “smoky substance used 1n falls on hum and my dinng room floar
hurch” 18 not diary de- m.e-mga.n_ﬁfanoarnmwgun?
vice, and no amount of forang wall allow makes 1t very Sqﬂ:kn
you to fit all those letters into the space anyw| near the door far the rest
hen on the th my rela. 2lotted When your bramn can nolonger 0f the year And there 13 just something
quiet when on the phone with my rela- with the word incense, 1t’s tme WI0Ug In w. tropical walk-
tives 1n the Lower '48 [ will remember Ssss.wwouwvﬂg ng up to a pile of anow in the house and
Empir.__a..—_m.ngmr:n_”“_-&g| 1 resalve tofind a way to make a pot.of ﬂ-ﬁwﬁ:&ﬁ;ﬁn«ﬁ“ﬂ»s ,
normal sounds for parrots and cockatoos hearty winter soup that does not end up zﬂuﬂ ~=§_.ESE= a.. tal
to make at certain times of the day — mv my entire arcle of friends duck- 08 .E_mw ntly, e..EwEo:nm.
are the sounds of home to me, they are therr way health and for yours if you follow my
the sounds that might cause my rela- ynth gﬁhﬁaﬂnﬂ? of soup | sBrwsﬂsaE. .mnw__pnsa_-_ﬁﬁ_r::aumﬁ
tves to finally put me 1 a home ff Ilet  don't know what 'm downg wrong, but no nwgs:ﬂﬂ.eaaaﬁmuﬁzssﬁs_ﬂ
them continue through the conversation  matter how much I try, any time 1 make the ouly way left to m tve
And on this same note, I resolve to soup, I end up wmith enough to feed the g:hs«mﬁ%g__nn: e my posy
wq_wm :.v.Sn.bomEEoc._:___.«: w_v.m.. nrnh entire population of Bean's Cafe . ma?ﬂmﬁ:—.»%-r-:__nwa&wﬁmmﬁ?:a.
s> are actually wonderful pets an Now I know that my cousin Tom ¢
that she should take the ume to get to ie:Eacnnampn——np_m~._«.mpm.=n€&n proving the quality of my hfe and that of

know and love them as [ do This just reape this would not be a problem But _-___—W.Eﬂonu ﬂ.ﬂanﬁ&d—ﬁﬁiﬁnﬂ

them o her in the will, a thought that Where's the fun in making soup if you mm.«.nh..::ﬂﬁ“vﬂﬁﬁ»vgma ce 1 will actus
causes her to break out n a cold sweat  can't rummage through your ungs

In an attempt to remn in my and try out some of those hrdden way,  Elise Patkotak, an Anchorage free-lance
obsessive/compulsive behavior, I will  way, way in the back for which you've wrniter and author of Parallel Logic, a hu-
make a concerted attempt to not feel never been able to find a purpose And morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-
obhged to have my house sitter save the what’s the use of leftovers in the refingera- fow, lives in ge and owns
daily papers when I'm gone for a month tor if you can't dump them in the pot tosee  ©argo Ltd, a writing/graphics

that bizarre face and
tell me any jury n the
world will not find
him mentally il

I also resolve to

‘_—..
I .

AN 4

make a better effort
at kecping my birds Patkotak

makes her nervous that I will leave soup calls out for creativity, not reapes
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COURT HAS NOTHING ON ALICE'S . . .

Rabbit hole

ZOS. AND AGAIN, the judiaary in ths state does
sornething so stunning, so breathtalangly odd that 1t
leaves you wondening whether you've tumbled down the rab-
bit hole in “Alice in Wonderiand ”

The latest 1s a Nome judge’s deaision to reduce bail for a
former police officer m that aty News stories indicate he wil
move to Anchorage, where he will be subjected to electranic
momnitonng 1n a house whose occupant would only be present
* 1n the evenings

The 28-year-old former officer, Matthew C Owens, 15
charged with murdenng Sonya Ivanoff by shooting her in
the back of the head in August He
pleaded innocent and was being
held in heu of $500,000 bail

His bail now reportedly has

‘.A‘
been slashed to $30,000 That1sa . J G
ggnanﬂﬂong:ﬁb.ag_ o Tl rv
charged wi serous charges of s i
first-degree murder, tampering ﬁm\
with evidence and offiaal nuscon- =

duct
Supenor Court Judge Ben Esch said Owens has no crumi-
nal background and strong famuly ties to Alaska, and that
there was no evidence of any threats State troopers report
%«55&5%8&38@0&%%5
ens

BUT THE MOST AMAZING, the most bizarre, state-
ment from the judge was this gem “Due to the arcum-
stances of the case, he constitutes no further danger to the
vicim of this cnme ” No further danger to the victim? The
gl 18 dead, executed  All of thus calls to mind the old tale of

for mercy because he 1s, after all, an orphan.

One can only wonder at the mental exercise that led to
the deasion, but Esch’s order amounts to a judiaal slap in
the face to the dead gurl’s famuly and friends, and, for that
matter, all Alaskans Further, 1t only adds to a growing per-
ceplion that there is something dreadfully wrang with our
legal system, that it somehow runs amok from time to ime
as 1t pursues angels on the heads of pins

There can be no mustake, 1t was a ruling that tends to
lend credence to those who would argue that Natives, sus-
pects and vicams ahke,are treated differently and unfairly
_-v.%—._wu_sw._:nﬁw_mwm—aﬁ It 18 hard to disagree with them
n this case

Mr Owens’ guilt or innocence eventually will be settled in
court But the seventy of the charges aganst hum surely
warrant more than $30,000 bail and house arrest with elec-
tronic surveillance in a mostly unattended home to ensure
Tus amival in court at the appomted ame on the appointed
day

Time will tell

Hey, it’s a great picture

| tion for Mr Jenkins Why .._o.u... you

Let nes
- maore than wolves,” surpnses me for two

reasons

First, I am surpnsed that you would
print a quote based on complete fantasy
to buff up your argument in support of
aenal wolf killing: “A day will come

On Chnstmas, Mr Bull Allen (pub-
Lisher of the Times) wrote, “It 1s our goal
to build people up, not tear people
down. It 1s all too easy to mock and cnti-
aze, to demean and ndicule That’s not

le n when the wolves get an Eagle River
Eﬂnﬂﬁ%ﬁ That lasted less than 24 T

n I can only assume, because the evi-
hours On Dec 26, Paul Jenkins (I as- dence against walf predation on hu-
sume) wrote a cowardly attack on an mans 15 so hustancally and saentifically
elected offinal with whom he does not g - overwhelming that you printed this
agree Cowardly 15 an accurate descrip- () )  T=BE| aquote as a scare tactic. Eather that or
ton of someone who wnites anonymous 5 RS you're a Stupidhead, but then caling
poson pen letters you & name leads to my second point.

Assemblyman (Allan) Tesche can de- I am surprised that you would resort
fend lumself However, I have a sugges- Judicial systems, our ability to act as a  to name-calling in your article, which 13
. rule-of-law model for other nations will  laced with references to *“wackos®

move to Mr Tesche's be enh Q. ¢ }

and run against hum — if you think you Our ability to Are bereft 1n editonal sllls
persuade others that you so bereft in
S:Qunga BMB ferstand what democracy under law offers the best  (research, balanced interviewing, etc)
course, | can whata o for all people ta achieve a just that you are reduced to name-calling?

challenge that would be for Mr Jenlans and free soqety 1s particular) I just wanted to share
o ly cruaal at Anyway, I just wan my
For .WMEEP he would have to mB_.:-__.m.. this time Well-reasoned judicial re- reactions to your article, and because
u..% vﬁ..rmwn_su_ «@w-:_.ﬂ.o_n Photo that o o to cntical public 1ssues such a3 you'll probably consider me a wacko,
EME_E R—ﬂ_wmvﬂsvaﬁsu. =E§a :um_ ®  accountabibty for war cnmes and the  You may not consder them. I guess that

prev: ofh rights ab makes you a Stupidhead
Running would also involve a finan- should be welcome everywhere Cat Stephenson
aal hardship He would have to give up Your fears that reliance on nterna- Anchorage
tus parasitic relationshup with the An- tional law will lead to “one-worldism™ . . .
chorage Daily News Right wing nut job

are overwrought. The U S Constitution,

After n_.wh_.vi_nﬁvp_iﬂ._; EN. n.-._..oabn___wﬁ n Article 6, already makes the Const- It 13 pretty sad that 1n almost every
ﬁwﬂga >=w=v.._. WS puts pu if tution, laws derived therefrom and editorial by Jenkins, he reverts to
out there and am.un_...bm éa_zucoﬁ.mm treaties __._.m supreme Fu\ e.n ..wﬁ _EEF name-calling and insults nstead of rep-

You P
Mr Jenlans answer Spﬂwgm__ i Bobnck  ¢tondemnation of international law, m- Why must he criticize people’s
Anchorage cluding the UN C ontheElm-  names, thoughts or actions, refernng to ,
nation of all Forms of Discimination  them as “nut-jobs,” “wackos” and other
Edutor's note Alaska Public Offices  Against Women, as representing danger-  personal attacks

Commussion records show Mr Bobrick ous “forexgn moods, fads or fashions ® immatunty
listing hus occupation varwously as a gov- Though not yet ratified, the conven- E_W.Mni mﬂ:ﬁgﬂe These ncs_.nlﬁ
ernment 1 P tion has been signed by the US, rati- show me two things your argument 18
lobbysst and municipal lobbyist fied by 173 other nations, and has been weak, so you must divert attenton to
Mi ided k reviewed favorably by President Bush ~ mgke gure you can draw attention to
isgu attac What 1s sa dangerous about the 1dea  yourself, and you are only reaffirming the

Your recent misguided attack on  that should be

qually type of a wacko nght wing nut yob
Supreme Court Justce O'Connor failed under the laws of each nation? Please continue to lambaste people
to put in context her advocacy of the use Brant McGee behuind the 18sues, 1gnonng the real ar-
of d from nt, I and for- Andy Haas gument Every day you discredit your
m@ﬂgﬁm_.n ot h Ancharage %ESE.“%_%S%EE
ou called 1t fnghtening that the . are turned your irresponsible
court would “even care what they Mnﬂﬁiwpﬂﬁan use of pnint.
think.” O’'Connar explamned “When U S Your journalist tactics in publhshing Dave Northup
Courts are seen to be cognizant of other  your Dec 5 editonal, “Wolf wars sbout Homer
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MUCH GLOBAL WRARMING FROM . . . ° . °
- Gaddafi change is no coincidence
00t CMISSIONS | s, S—
Yeah, sure EZ 18 Eﬁsnehuwim:.
sanctions, Moammar ran- THINK I'LL TRY
>EZ.U—ZO BY two NASA saientists that a quarter of H:B_w u_nwmonucon 19, 2003, as the day for , LL
all global warming 13 caused by soot puts an mteresting hus surrender > :

wninkle into arguments over what to do about chmbing By amazing concidence, Gaddafi's
world temperatures first message to Bnitain — principal

The researchers said their studies showed that a huge US war ally and conduit S:u%.“_ham
and entical portion of any warmung 1s caused by diesel en- House war counals — oocurs y ys
gmnes in Europe and North Amenca and burning of wood, geﬂ_was‘aﬂsm@m And hus final
coal, dung and other organic fuels in Africa and the Onent ﬂ?mﬂﬂS%.mungﬁm.hmﬁmﬁ

‘Total warmung over the last century; acoording to the US En- aﬁow.n_.nzs_m
viranmental Protection Agency, has been approximately 1 de- As Jay Leno would say, what are the
gree That small change 13 believed to cause weather impacts odds? The nine months of negotiations
such as floods, dangerous heat waves and violent storms with Libya perfectly frame the war on

If the NASA study 1s supported by other research, the _mm»n Eavn.o P__,__ %8 Saddam M_ﬂumm.:p
findings could be especially important, for several reasons ow 18 1t possible to ignore the mos
Ome 13 that soot ons be reduced with ) HBwnw.M this “—Wﬁﬂﬁﬁmﬂ 58 _
burning diesel engines and use of inexpensive heating and years ago “Japan Surrenders — Years

cooking stoves in developing countries

of War Deprivatron Proved Too Much ”
Another 1s that the NASA saentists say soot 18 twice as capable of understanding that force has Do the Democrats really not see the
1 causing tem nhdnsmqw.mww.uﬁnvo:&bn. BUwS__.MMga.D:nSwpuw&: Japan :onh_:mnprmmn.cnson._.ms.-ﬁ:.mﬁ. larger picture, or do they pretend not to
_ummo ,.. E-m_ _m.._._oz—mn p pera n believed to be impact h EEFE. Emuﬁeﬂnhu. of hard W 21.- m:nB« buta h_h“m:m:.. effect on  because 1t 1s an election year”? The domu-
global temperatures Much of that 1s attnbuted to exhaust from the war begun with the sudden Others suniarly m..n-m. inm_..mm AE;:.H ”mmwﬂﬁmnﬁwiju _mpsﬂugs;"ahm
from automobile tailpipes outbreak of violence in Hawau 1n De- part of a clearly enunciated policy — Iran has agreed to surpnse nuclear m-

new findings suggest ucing ospheric cember 1941 The housing shortage in I Doct Mind r
ioq:ﬁ%rﬁm a more u”_c.cmn?_ Mrn.ﬂw....“ im:M_NM than n&ﬂo%n guggﬁggsm Egsnnh“mhwnﬂra.%rﬂm :Bu_wmn.:w. Ewuﬂﬁ%-ﬁﬂm war 1f glom“.s wo_x for this, it g«mm. cwrm hnoﬂu%_hs dis-
ing carbon dioxide emusstons by the same amount 10 And there also has appeared to bean 54, hostile regumes m.%um& in terror  arm :5._ mullahs, emnm_zw Us

) o leanon WMDs  aurstrikes duning a second Bush admun-
AND HO%MMF—.@W% :bvozn—»%:n__m n..momjo: oa»_.uwrmn”»m\r Mw_nmw_w_ :...&—!:..MEE»E_ ZM«E»E ac Mullah Omar did not get the mes- 1stration But for now, Bush’s willful-
- researchers ucing the volume of soot 1n the atmo-

Sen John Kerry was equally ndicu- 538¢ and 15 now huding in a cave some- ness and determination 1n Iraq have

sphere would raise the threshold at which tem; ture 1n- where Saddam Hussein did not get the persuaded Iran to grab a European plan
%Mham@@.:nn.na_. weather In other words, i.—%ﬂwwz.ﬁn mﬁﬁgﬁﬂgﬁ%ﬂ message and ended up 1n a hole for inspections rather than ..uomv..—.u
wouldn't be generated until the temperature rose higher eralism and boasts about a ngid doc. Gaddati got the message wrath of the Unuted States
than if carbon dioxade were the only cause trine of mulitary preemption has almost ~ Diplomacy is fine But we aredealng  Elsewhere in the Middle East, .
Not all saentists agree that human activities are a mayor n spite of _Eﬁ.ﬁsms:& the enor- ot with Canada but with gangster Hezbollah has been quiet since the war
contnbutor to therr contention — backed by research mous potential for 1m g our na- reg In rogue states, the anly diplo- Syna has made 1ts first peace overture
warming, tional secunty diplomacy ” macy that ever works 13 diplomacy at n years Libya has now confessed and
— 15 that human-caused emussions have been an exacerbating Unlike —.—ctﬂrl.duﬁ? Kerryisnot a the pont of a buyonet Why, even the capitulated on WMDs
factor in a natural warming trend, not the mam cause forexgn policy ignoramus’ Does he really hapless Hans Blix went out on a imb to And that's not countung Iraq, which
The EPA and the National Academy of Sciences both believe that the Libyan surrender 1s a Speculate that “I would imagne that with Saddam Hussein 82:.&.:8 6
seem to accept the theory that human activity 1s the pnmary m of multilaterahsm? Does he re-  Gaddafi could have been scared by what nally turned a histonc corner and may
cause of the worldwide 1-degree temperature increase, but ally that Libya's capitulation — he sawin Iraq” be on its way to establishing the first
both organizations often endorse the passionately held scien- ding precisely with a preemp Ashton Carter, co-director of the Har- - pluralistic, representative pro-Western
tific behef du jour war that — vard-Sta F Defense Pro-  Arab polity 1n the region

swaaﬁeﬁ.m.o..:sg:ﬁ.aﬁas%sa.wuaass,{_s,%aas_aa
F.—Wm%%.oa: mxﬁgﬁ.b.on QW.WMV would an to nw”._ummn m.“_: ﬂ.—.—. military preemption™ put countries like Libya on notwe that §.wa3=ﬂo not Esﬂwhowﬂﬂ_wg
ww _hvonﬁ__v. kgmo m_n_ga.ﬁ d mb:. —558_55 little What w:—.“ of paif thinks =._..»p n:w m we're really mm.—...woﬁ u_x.:..o A:nm T —— ™

4 ? a tru “diplomacy,” as of, say, liferation " To be sure, Carter pref- s mmer writes a weakly,
heeded, in fact, more dnvers are opting for larger vehicles Q_._ﬁ_ﬁa sent Warren n_sa%wﬁs ﬁ thus obvious truth with the Blioan nationally syndicated cotumn for the Wash-

like SUVs, muuvans and pickup trucks Tripob, and he chatted Gaddafi into sur-  phrase “one certaly hopes that” But Ington Post His column is distibuted by

But a more promising way to reduce tailpipe emissions rendenng huis WMDs? that 1s to be expected from an adviser to the Washington Post Writers Group. ©
from gasoline-dnven automobiles would seem to be continu- The Democrats seem congenitally n- Howard Dean 2003 The Washmgton Post Co.
ing work on advanced technology rather than a revolution- -
EEZﬁNgﬁgnEE% vehicles oo to the The gnwucgmm Times The Voice ofthe Times does not represent the

was scien-
y . JENKINS, ] )

The saen & Surprse Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL 264-8192, WILLIEM | TOBIN, 2646193 | viaws of the Anchorage Dauly News It ks published
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- IT TOOK R BIT OF DOING, BUT BOEING . . .

Stays put

HAMPAGNE CORKS were popped and the celebra-
tions began when Boeing announced that its main as-

sembly plant for its new 7E7 jetliner would be in Everett,
Wash The entire Puget Sound area put on party hats and _
cheered

No wonder Everett and Washington state were on the
bnnk of losing Boeing The huge assembly plant at Everett,
for so long the company’s main manufactunng plant, was on
the verge of becoming a giant, empty barn

Texas, llinais, Oklahoma and Kansas were among the
many states vying for the new 7E7 plant — and hanging out
huge lures in hopes Boeing would bite Washington did the
same, of course

No small potatoes here Washington's pitch, for example,
included $3 2 bilion 1n tax breaks and milhions more n van-
ous other incentives, a package that won legislative approval
1n Olympia last June

But what sealed the deal for Washington, and Everett,
was a pledge by Gov Gary Locke that the state would de-
velop a $24 mullion plan to help train new awrcraft workers
for Boeing

Included in that deal, which was kept secret from even
legslators until Boeing’s decision was announced, 18 a
promuse to build a 40,000-square-foot Employment Re-
search Center packed with high-tech equpment Another
$14 mlhion 1n state funds will be spent on work force devel-
opment

ALL THIS without, as yet, legislative approval Also
kept in the dark were major union leaders, who have an
obvious interest in working traiming programs

Can you imagine how that would fly in Alaska? You can
hear the howls from muffed lawmakers now, raising a huge
ruckus that would threaten the whole deal

But in Washungton, no such outcry has been heard

Legslators from both the Republican and Democratic
sides of the ausle applauded Gov Locke and forecast clear
saing 1n January for legislative approval of the funding

“It seems very reasonable to me,” smd House Speaker
Frank Chopp, a Democrat from Seattle

Rep Slkap Priest, a Repubhican from Federal Way, said
the governor’s plan “will be given strong consideration” —
and he voiced no objections to 1t

When it comes to competing for big job-generating busi-
ness nvestments, Washington state understands how the
game s played.

Too many Alaska pohticians have yet to learn.

Construction of the new training facility, near the existing
Boeing assembly plant in Everett, 18 expected to begin 1n
2005
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By WALTER E WILLIAMS
A fortnught ago, 1n “Let's Do Some
Detective Work,” I provided unassail-
able evidence that %ﬁ.ﬁuﬁw had vastly
exceeded powers delegated to it by our |z
Constatution g
In last week’s column, “Getting Back
Our Liberties,” I argued that Liberties
lost are seldom regained, but there was
an outside chance to regain them if
enough hberty-minded Amencans were
to pursue Free State Project’s proposal | =
to set up New Hampshire as a free
state

Free State Prgect (www freestatepro- |7
Ject org) intends to get 20,000 or so | et
Amencans to move to New Hampshire e
and, through a peaceful political pro- |
cess, reduce burdensome taxation and
regulation, reform state and local law,
end federal mandates, and attempt to

Parting company is always an option

restore constitutional federahsm as en-
wisioned by the nation’s founders

Since there was only a remote b
ity that we could suc-
cessfully negotiate
with Congress, the [

G e dments if were already secessiorust movement started in New
M  unconsttutional? 'm guessing, no York, Massachusetts, Connecticut and
But there's more enidence ‘The ratifi- other New England states

ton documents of Virguia, New York  Every single bit of evidence shows
d Rhode Island expliaitly said that that m,ws_wwwﬁ a right to secede

they held the nght to resume powers There's absolutely nothing 1n the Con-

legated should the federal govern- that prohib What

ment become ab of those po stops secession 1s the brute force of a

There's more evidence At the 1787 mighty federal government, as wit-

, a proposal was  pessed by the enstly War of 1861
made to allow the federal govemnment to Only one thing came out of that
Hﬂeﬂ“w?wgwaﬂa:&:ﬁﬁ mﬁ.ﬂ”ﬂ .MEEAS..B aZE.BRr. Mia It n_E:_E. ﬂ._.zwa‘ It's had a
“  devastat) e, or future genera-
" edit, saying' “A Union of the States con- g0 of Amencans w»nu.ﬁ_: that s the 15

g such an d to  gye of secession was brutally settled, the
On March 2, 1861, after seven states provide for its own destruction. The use federal government 18 free to run

had seceded and two days before Abra- of force agamnst a State would look more rouchshod over the safeguard:

0 guards envi-
ham Lancoln's inauguration, Sen James ke a declarabion of war than an inflic- u_owmn by the Framers, namely the
R. Doohttle of Wisconsin proposed a con- tion of p and would ¥ Nunth and Tenth amendments
stitutional amendment that saxd, “No  be consudered by the party attacked as a There's Little to 5 that the
State or any part thereof, heretofore ad- - dusolution of all previous compacts by ot Cobia _.m__mnﬁ.ac@aP untered SBm_n o
mutted or hereafter admtted into the which it might be bound " 8@5:«53 tned as one wniter
Union, shall have the power to with-  Professor Thomas DiLorenzo, 1 hus  &uponed If New wm_h.:?_:? seceded,
draw from the junsdiction of the United revised “The Real Lincoln,” provides 10:0ve troops along with todays dead:
States abundant evidence in the forms of qu>- 1 11 odem mulitary squipment would be

Several months earher, Reps Dantel talions from our Founders und numer- oo S:a&oa__sﬁ
E Sickles of New York, Thomas B Flo- ous newspaper accounts that prove that
rence of Pennsylvania and Ots S Ferry Amencans always took the nght of se-  Walter E Williams 1s a professor at
of Connecticut p a constitutional  cession for granted Plus, secession was George Mason University at Fairfax, Va. His
amendment to prohabit secession. Here's not an idea that had its ongins in the col is by Ci Syndl-
my no-bramner question Would there South Infunated by Thomas Jefferson’s cate Inc, 5777 W Century Bivd , Suite 700,
have been uny pomt to offering these Lowsiana Purchase, 1n 1803, the first 108 Angeles, CA 80045, (310) 337-7003.
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BOYCOTT NEW JERSEY . . .

Save the bears

s—.—.ﬂ GREAT antiapation we await word that the an-
imal rghts flapdoodles are threatening to boycott New
Jersey because of its plans to permut hunters to go after black

Stopping tounsts from visiing the Garden State actually
shouldn't be too difficult, considening you hardly ever hear of
anybody taking a vacation in Newark. The casinos at At-
Eﬁngqgngwgap.gnnsmﬁvgsﬁwpg
folks gathered around Donald Trump's slot machines don't
give a whoop about bears

Nonetheless, you'd expect the effort to be made — 1n view
%Emggngéucgsgﬁn:ﬁSss
tounsts to stay away from Alaska where, goodness gracious,
sound game management calls for predator control to reduce
the population of wolves now preying on moose

These rabid mouth-a-teers know
nothing of game management, and

nothing of Alaska, for that matter A These are
few wolves in their neighborhoods nmqwn.oE_ and
back East apparently would be wel- the of
come . haviag 3 back
NO MATTER. Alaska1saneasy bear or two
target for anybody with a cause and a prow] their
need to get a lot of TV and newspaper villa eﬂnﬁﬂnn
attention It’s good for raising maney, Eﬁnnng
too, from guthible but good-hearted soccer moms is
people who will donate to almost any not od
cause that promuses 0 save some- a go
thing, anything, from rapacions and ~ thing.
uncanng loners in the wilderness.
New Jersey, however, may be a dift

ferent story It's nght across the niver from Manhattan. Mil-
Lions of people hve 1n the environs and tens of thousands
moBB:.m back and forth every day from New York and New
ersey

EEQQ@E.?&EmuﬁE%gnE
gengvégmcﬁﬁémﬁgggngg
soccer moms 15 not a good thing

A boycott of New Jersey? Well, probably not

Black bears are dangerous

Wolves, however, hive in fanuly groups and are playful
They make §§§a<g§n~5ugmh§<§
:ﬁﬂsive_?gﬁnavaﬂaigsnmg:&%
SQ\HEBEE@:%RQ:EE&E

?Eﬁmﬁsgwnw.&mnwacazsgo.gﬁag
doubt say they are canceling plans to visit Alasks next sea-
son mpagmg:%_plgzﬁa.g

ioFsoiE.Zmi.-gin:E&maEguEb« .

mn 33 years

EEEnEﬁimgSEwgwgﬁu
8?555.95..:5&%90382»!
Jersey will have to pay for its brutal bear hunt

No snow in the land of sunshine

By WILLIAM J TOBIN

Tompe, Mot Pl ot couaile: g did't love you, lwoutmy " oiied berem CITY hotels, pass up

gated commumties hither and yon. But eat your cooking, would 1?” those two nﬂ ?«&J the En.onlﬂu
;E lven uxury

this aty 15 easy to te g&&ﬁg a martiu at a gar wgmﬁrigﬂ_ﬁo?

a a heavy, BM—omwp_”Mrp Mwmu: 58 a_mpnwoﬂaBE Mﬂﬂaﬁ%ﬂg mS th ﬂeﬁ%&?»«.

o he shoer eoor around lighting tall butane heaters to uaumanm“ gucst by pams oot desk,

at- keep the chill away Good grief The ways “Mr En.vww.u.. as the case may

a s heaters quickly took on a bnihiant red be And good restaurants abound, with-

A in easy wallong distance The Capital

chammanship golf and 10 separate swim- sde of Camelbaclk, just steps away from
a irw.:uaw__&

sand
a 2 12-acre water planads, -R.Q:ﬂ.. Hous- s
It has towenng trees, an as- ton’s, and McCormack & Schmick’s,

- Bacio, you should not if you're ever _ Willlam J. Tobm is an editor of The An-
It's hvely and romantc, Sorege Times.

.H.—un gb—.ﬂmﬂ H.m—.—nam The Voics of the Times does not represent the
Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ]. TOBIN, 264-8193 viaws of the Anchorage Daily News It is published
Associate editor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 « PO’ Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 FAX. 907-264-8194 under an agreement to preserve tha separats edi-
© o-mall AnchTimes@alaska.npt tortal veice of the former Ancharage Times
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BMAZING ADVENTURES IN . . .

Snow driving

U ECEMBER'S MASSIVE snowfall proves once agam
that Anchorage dnvers are mathematically challenged.

sronzsggcgﬁsmgﬂhnwﬂm.&g
must esther remember how many lanes the roadway nor-
mally 1s dvided into or judge for themselves based on the
width of the road available

Such judgments are complicated, of course, by the fact
that the painted lane markers are all white and hidden un-
der white snow, and the unplowed roadways generally are
narrowed

Somehow, the average driver here seems to look at a street

5%315&%85&&%9@5&5%?&%? .ina

Eggigw:vggmgggﬁnoﬁ?&s
mSEEK&EiS.N.BESREF:BﬁSw—.EQ@o&.
ing and swerving around two-laners with total abandon.
g:wwrzm%n:ﬁ.wSS—EoS::m:wﬁwggFi
e:gwoagag&gﬁ%w&mﬂigg
Brsnon.g;rgngn%ﬁi:&wﬁsgh
Such adventures are part of winter motonng here every
year, but some of the confusion sary For in-
ugﬁ.nﬁ_o@nonigrbnggai?EEg
country escapes us It 1s apparently mandated by the bu-
reaucrats who mandate such things
?nawwswrnmm:mm:—iﬁ?:m&:.bo.i:maw«s
snowstorm 18 cause for panc, but in Alaska 1t 1s one more
reason for motonsts to shake their heads in wonderment
Without lane markers to gwde them, most dnvers just fol-
low the tracks of those who have gone before That means
Emmapoaﬂozp%;wﬁmgigsgwgwg
?gigguggggizﬁg
markers under white snow, we say there must be a better
way

Afghan highway

ANomaions st ket
ew Jersey has opened a vital, 300- way
amgﬁsﬂweaw:ngﬁg
Though largely unheralded by the world's news media
Eniggqgigwgﬁgg
between the two aties from about 36 hours to six.
?Eﬁ&.ﬁﬁ:&.ggwaw&:ﬁ:égn
with $190 mlionin U S funding and represents delivery
on a reconstruction pronuse by President George W Bush to
égg:ugnggg
Z:E.Eoﬂﬂ:&wmmo:asgiswgg
gﬁ?g%ﬂwg.ga&wgg
step and the first highly visible sign of the overall effort
‘The improved road provides Afghans easer access to

e \ £
NHTHE FLY *

a - -
tion from the median About the best Equty 1n this case has horizontal cessive, or umproper” with or wa an
that any junsdiction can do 15 a median and vertical components That means appeal filng foe If the aty assessor 18
ratio of 90 percent to 93 percent with that 1f one $200,000 house 15 valued at Egﬂv&%ﬁsg«gg
an age d from the med 90 percent then all $200,000 houses $600 to $1, per appeal to come up
a».qvm.amu:oueﬁn—.»r:?sé n—.ﬂ__nw_ucfnpw@vmaﬁ.rgm?«u with that information.

assessing e property shauld be Mark W Webb, an appraisal specialist,

oy onout smproving these _ In order for the indadual and the gres /it recenity a deputy esseseor forthe
statistics very much. You may not un- SEEEEGEEE il of Anchorage.
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THAT ALLAN TESCHE . . .

What a clown

>EZ TESCHE 1s a madcap, a comedian’s comeduan,
nsﬁﬂarcaonwﬁi—ssanmanwnEwia:ma%?

ate for laughs

You know who this cutup 1s, of course He 15 an assembly-
gtgrggigaoﬁﬂqgﬁﬁm
than a few occasions wcn_nﬁrEwEQSmuﬁww_hcﬁ_
gpﬁgggronmzﬁpgengrﬁgnﬂs

., aty government.

R gggnﬁ:ﬁgﬁ.gén—a&@&?
=7 ter should be changed to reflect politacal reality by requinng
-~ Assembly candidates to declare their pohtical affihations, or

* show their true colors

In our opinion, truly nonpartisan elections in this aty are
- nonexistent The 1dea of such elections harkens back to
when Anchorage was smaller and people knew each other
Today, pretending that our elections are nonpartisan s a
conventent fiction for those who would rather hude their poh-

tics

Not surpnsingly, that was gnist for Tesche’s comedy mull
The merry prankster reportedly started working on a ballot
proposal to change nﬁﬂnwgns.ﬁ_sbmmmﬁzwg.
didates to gather in the Valley of the Moon Park, drop their

pants and display therr “true colors ”

HpumaE&n:Emao:mmnmar but then we wondered. Why
not? It certainly would allow Assembly incumbents running
for re-election to put their best faces forward, er, backward ingon
But, alas, Assembly Chairman Dick Trawny, a kalljoy, put the

labosh on the proposal

MIND YQU, it 1s no surpnse that Tesche, and most es-
peaally Tesche, would rather show voters his “colors,” than

hus politics And with good reason

laughed and laughed

By ELISE PATKOTAK

Give the gift of painless memories

As best we can, those of us who work
with troubled and abused kds try to get
them as close to home as possible for the
hohday season It just seems wreng to
leave a kud 1n detention over Chnistmas
1f 1t can be avorded

Oaﬂrﬂmﬂnenaav._mgsmrima
home for a vanety of reasons — some
related to the chuld and some related to
the cond in the p 1 home
But we try to find someplace close by
where they can feel 1t's at least a Lttle | 33
g_pron_ﬁwgé ths ”

W with village kuds makes g
Ea..l:ﬂgn._n&roﬁﬁmo__:ugs
the Bush 1sn't hke Chnistmas in urban
or suburban areas On the North Slope,
most of Christmas Day 15 spent at
church at a church feast L=

Everyone brings some of the bounty
of the year’s subsistence hunt and you
feast on duck soup and whale, mulktuk
and canbou And just
to be sure no one 1s
hungry at the end of

No group home or
foster home that 1sn't
actually located 1n a
village can sumulate Patkotak
that atmosphere of fellowship and ca- ture about

be defi

d by for two days
the foods and activities our parents cre-
ated for us, these village feasts define gan about who was

“Fired already? You were only
there five weeks.”

e gung mom for permussion to eat the can-
| dy cane before we it Aunt Ida’s and

Once at Aunt Ida's, the big debate be-

!
Chnstmas for most of the kuds I work cle Henry from :.mﬂ..
gowng to go get Aunt Adeline, who, as have given them no good be-
In my cluldhood, Christmas meant ~usual, was saying she ddn't feel like go- P o haates hd
getting to wear the new dress, coat, ingout and just wanted to spend Chnst. YoRd parties and y

presso coffee that could keep your eye-
balls at full salute for 72 hours

Not that we kids ever got that far
Between the excitement of getang up
early to open presents, the visiting
with all the Philly cousins, the
snatched coolaes and ‘candy canes and
the amell of my Uncle Paul’s home-
made wine, anyone under 12 was usu-
ally snoning at the table by the time
the antipasto it We would be carned
to the lving room, depasited on couch-
es and chairs and then the adults
would return to a peaceful, quiet din-
ner

Lake the turkeys my Inupiat fnends -
have roasting 1n their ovens for when
they return from the church feast, we
had sandwiches packed to travel when
we headed back out for Atlantic City so
we wouldn’t starve during the 90-
minute journey You got these sand-
wiches whether you had fimshed dinner
three hours or three minutes before
your departure

That was Chnstmas for me and I

there - : ki had to have dinner can’t imagine how I would have sur-
uﬂﬂfaﬂﬁm o Afler we gut to Phully, we made the vived it being any other way So I cunt
e ot e e e e
. nof Jo us at the table because manage to as on
while the feast 15 go- | they would be with other family Th o Choaton

was also the ime to stuff down as many they aren’t home
Chnistmas cookies as we possibly could

before mom caught us and gave us a lec-
é_,e.:%ﬁn.&?:s it would be thus That all the kads m this

maraderie Just ke for most of us, dinner Aunt Ida fad slaving state who are in group homes, foster
?w:.#mimmwaﬁ_gnmqsgsnm%g:yom_. Chr; wll f . been over homes and detention faclities could, fr
moruan Little League In a move that surely will leave them
chorthing through history, he actually donned a Simoman
gumv»:ﬂvmcnsmmabmmmsrqsﬁgwgnnmﬁ apep
talk to the pohtically shell-shocked league he and his green with
pals were trying to bury The community laughed and

If 1 had one wish for each Chnstmas,

one magical day, be home with their
famuilies and commumnes enjoymg the
Chnistmas they remember

And for those cluldren whose parents

- He also sought a tax break for hus chums so they would toes, gloves and hat that had boen st mas alone and quiet Luke she had a 1%, I wish that they find 2 way to

construct an office building downtown He didn't get it. They
built the structure anyway He wanted to prohubit the pur-
chase of beer by the bottle or can from convenience stores to
thwart drunken dnivers Instead, he wanted them to buy atives
< §>n§m§rgigggr88r§ospié
77~ tostreet drunks rather than just enforcing the law
= E%B:ﬂm.gimuoﬁme:nE:Ewsmaﬁs
dggmﬁﬁﬁn.ugn.haggnsﬁvu&ﬁ?
- fighters We all know how that hittle joke turned out
He's a mischievous rogue, all nght, but we think his char-
.. teridea has ment Traum should relent
] EE._nic:EEcmn—mbcvrn.ﬁvmmnEg%mﬂom
_Emgmggoggsﬁzavq

better part of a month Christmas happen
meant getting 1n the car to dnve to

It meant going over the Tacony- upasto followed
Palmyra v:%n» and getting a candy lowed by pasta
cane from the man in the booth as he lowed

g«smaﬂaﬁmgﬁn_n:éav out And it came out And it came out
Course after course after course An-

ting in my closet tantalizing me for the chance i hell of her famly letting that go_guhﬁﬁﬁ_&ﬁﬂﬂ
Once we all gathered, the food came can give their own chuldren wanderful

Chnistmas memornes

Elise gi_r!.gnug

Chnstmas soup fol- wnter and author of Parallel Logic, a hu-
ed by a roast fol- morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-
Wunﬁ? followed by hot chest- oW, lives in Anchorage and owns Precious

waved us through for free It meantbeg- nuts, Christmas cookres, figs and €890 Ltd, a wnting/graphics

The Anchorage Times

* e-mail AnchTimes@alaska.net

Edtors TOM BRENNAN, 2648101, PAUL JENKINS, 264-5192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 2648183 | nocss Anchorage Da itls publshed
Associas edtor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 » P 0 Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510+ FAX <07.264 3154 s_a_ssaoﬁaeshzz.qﬁ sﬂeﬁsv

The Vaica of the Times does not represent the

tonal voica of the former Anchorage Times

W
w0

L

N

IrbOs2



Anchorage Dally News Thursday, December 25, 2003 E

BILL J. -..E...., <cm.nm cﬁ. .—Hrm .”—...uo.amm WILLIAN . TOBIN

Publisher Senter editor
K CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

WISHES TO ONE RND ALL FORA...

Merry Christmas 'And blessings for the year ahead

ByBILLJ ALLEN
Thus 1s the 12th time that I have

- ULETIDE GREETINGS never grow old, never been privileged to extend warm greet-
seem dated We have all grown up ennched year after mngs to readers and supporters of The
year with the traditions of thus great feastday We relish the Voice of The Times You are special
snow, the jingle of belis, the colorful Lights ablaze on trees peaple in my lfe and 1n the lives of the
_ andon housetops And arid the trappings and the ghtter of N...wh_. of this unique journahstic ven-
. the season, the rush to complete our Chnstmas shopping,
= the exatement of children eagerly awaiting the arnval of maﬂhﬂﬁr%uﬁmﬂuﬂﬁ
* Santa Claus, the spint of this day embraces us on June 4, 1992, know the background
. Despite cntiasm that Chnistmas has become too com- of how we came to be and the mssion
~ ' meraahzed to have any real meaning (an allegation that we seek to fulfill For those who were
- has been around for years and years and years), most peo- not here at the beginnung, or remain
ple know otherwise somewhat confused about who we are
The truth, we're happy to note, comes through in the and what we beleve mn, let me sumply
many ways that Chnstmas 1s celebrated in our homes and N-kﬂhhﬂw&n&uﬂu%ﬁﬂo“$
In our community When the Times ceased publication
"™ Through all of those celebrations, the central focus re- BSE%.%!E?M@EB&E
--; mams thisis a day to rejoice, knowing that Jesus Christ those mvolved in the sale and purchase
== was born into the world two thousand years ago, a babe in a of The Times to keep alive in Anchorage
==. manger in Bethlehem and Alaska an editonal view that differs

~  'The Gospel wniters tell the story, and the famihar words W”u&h»gﬁnmggg
~” bnng unceasing comfort and yoy The carols we all know so
ponid ﬁgﬁﬁgsﬁggﬂgsgv—ﬁgﬁu ‘That has been, and 1, the result, and
n our rations No matter many years we have corporate owners of the Daily News
“wﬂnﬁﬁ”ﬂmmﬁ»“&::ﬂ&oio&? they are not old Ev- wmwwvoﬂ_bgww%mwnﬂ_om—pﬁw%ﬁ ¥
. Inaworld filled with trouble, and mn lands of penl and ;
evl, there still comes with each Chnistmas a sense of spin-
. tual peace — and an urge to contanue to work and pray for
- Sw_ﬂ.wgsagwﬂe:mcﬁswraﬁiﬁog%&zﬁ
wo

who beheve with me 1n old fashioned Alaskans, an espeaally young pecple m
) o values — the sf of famuly life, a both urban and rural parts of the state.
S M commitment to and country, and It's a tough battle The forces from
SrAeN an unabashed conviction that great Outside the state that would turn Alas-
BN things can be achieved by those who be- ka into a national zoo or a vast national

FOR MOST OF US, this 1s a day to be wath family and and service Vouce of the Tumes wll continue to
?glnmwwsgﬁmugwgwaggggg It 15 our goal to build people up, not  be an unflagging leader in thus effort to
= torelax before a crackling fire, exchanging mfts with family tear people down It 15 all too easy to that be recog: for
~ and fnends It 1s a day for candle lit church services, a day s Thata oot i v oo A0 e sote Kan of sscondclams

to share a traditional meal of turkey or ham or roast beef
—  For many, thank goodness, 1t 1s a day to reach out to oth-
-~ ers— to share some of the bountaful benefits of a good Life
== with those less fortunate Chnstmas, indeed, s a ame for

1 have spent years of my lfe in member of the national unton.
gg%ﬂnﬁa%:&ﬁ&.s.s The prospect of a nich future for this
should be no surpnse that I am con- state and all its citizens 15 my Chnst-
vinced by decades of expenence that ex- mas hope as we pause to celebrate this

— gving ploration and development of our naty- great holiday
=z Bmmuvwmwﬁon%_g.gn%._ﬁuo_. Chnistmases . ral hwpo:..__.ad_. Sﬂuw@ &eﬂma §=;=._Em E.%ﬂ:”w néﬂﬂ%&vﬂ
past, are evoked on this day, along with the knowledge that Amerca freatiyalimidasn nchnesa o au
- youngsters of this generation are Just now beginning to ﬁmﬁwﬁﬁﬁhﬂﬁ.&ﬁbﬂ“ﬂﬁ w:pm””_mnsggsus.ﬁg n”._—wwﬂnﬁm&ns&%sgﬁﬁo
~_. build the memones they wall have on Christmases yet to and to the indvidual and
- men anc women - by the Anchorage Times, m the years In g 3 pe s o e Voice of
T*- come who serve here in umform in all branch-  whuch it a leading role 1n the fight the Times chairman VECO
- We hope that this Chnstmas will be a nch one 1n your es of the armed forces for staf and the battle to buld an oo _..J.usna!!nnln...u-oméo:no-nn_l,
== life, a day filled with love for those dear to you — those close Call us traditional, if you will [ am economy 1n this state that would f&r&.&iﬁ-
e %.su__.eas.ﬂa?wemw and backed by a staff of newspaper vet ployment opportunities for all Lad
—=  We pray for the safety of those men and women 1n uru- - -
*~ form who serve our nation 1n harm’s way on this day The ?n—.—cu.mmm Times The Voica of the Times does not represent the
And we fall back on the oldest greeting of them all as we Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264 8193 views of the Anchorage Datly News 1t is published
pause to extend warm wishes to each of you Associate editor JAN SINGYHE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-264-8184 | under an agresment to presesve tha separate adi-
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Yo V mn.m inia *
Gmw Holy Bvo. A W
The followtng editorval appeared in the New York Sun on ! .. oly Luve, €
Sept 21,1897 It endures as a Christmas classic Awail The Dawn Of
Chnstmas Day,The Opportunity
.ém.—.E-uEmgm In answenng at ance and Comes Once Again To nd Warm
thus prominently the communication below, express- : Wishes To Those Who Have Been Faithful
ing at the same time our great gratification that its faithful Readers Over Many Years This Custom Began
author 1s numbered among the friends of the Sun. * 40 Years *
Dear Editor And .E:wr ams_mo..
{am 8 years old Some of my luttle friends say there 15 no Santa gomeOnerM-wmanmanmammmmoE
Claus. Papa says, “If you see it un The Sun, it’s 50 * Please tell me Now Past Reality Being What It Is, It's
the truth, 1s there a Santa Claus? - Likely This Will Be The Last Tree We Will
Virginua O'Hanlon A Decorate In This Corner Om .m.r.m Times M—Sm..ﬂ Not
<.=.N—Eﬂ.s your little _..._Mm_% are wrong They rmnwm eomﬂm. mvgmsm_ Hu.—m—w:mw.u._% zu.wmmuu—n.mo Wﬁﬂoném .mamu%rm_.wmwwa »nh.._ -
affected by the skeptiism of a skept 1 age They do not Majesty Of Alaska And At The Same Time To Rase A Yuletide
eve except what they see They think that nothung can be, Toast To Friends Made Over The Years, In Places Far And Wide
which 15 not comprehensible by thear ittle minds All minds, * To Them *
N..W.EP whether va. be men’s or chuldren’s, are httle In And To All It’s A Tyme
great universe of ours, man 18 a mere msect, an ant, in To Say Thanks To Mayors And Governors,
hus intellect, as compared with the boundless world about To Senators W:a Oobw.dwmﬁwu. To Doctors And Priests
him, as measured by the intelligence capable of grasping the To Firemen and Policemen, To Sergeants And Generals, To Those
whole of truth and knowledge Who Pick Up The Trash And ‘To Those Who Plow The Snow From Our Streets
Yes, Virginia, there 1s a Santa Claus He exists as certain- * We Offer * -
ly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you know Warm Thanks To A
that they abound and give to your hfe its highest beauty and Host Of Zmim%w..wmq Colleagues
Joy Alas! How dreary would be the world if there were no Of Years Gone By, And Double The Wishes For .
Santa Claus' It would be as dreary as 1f there were no Vir- Those Who Make The Voice Of The Tumes What It Is .:.amm
gmas There would be no chuldlike fiuth, then, no poetry, no * In A Ve
romance to make tolerable this existence We should have no : Personal Way,
enjoyment, except in sense and sight The etemal light with To Marge sad Mebc And Deyoind Val
which childhoad fills the world would be extinguished arge e ave
. . And Bniana And Jake And Jancie And Jim
Not bebievon Santa Clau. You might as well not behove And Beth And Enka And Colin And Grace For Them And
mn fanes! You nught get your papa to hire men to watch in all For All, As Has Been Done Annually Here At Christmas Time,
the chumneys on Chnistmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but We Offer Once More The Special Prayer Of St Francis Of Assisr*
even If they did not see Santa Claus comung down, what * Lord *
would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that 18 no Make Me An
sign that there 1s no Santa Claus The most real things in the Instrument Of Your Peace
world are those that neither chuldren nor men can see Did Where There Is Hatred, Let Me Sow
you ever see faines danang on the lawn? Of course not, but Love, Where There Is Injury, Pardon; Where
that's no proof that they are not there Nobody can conceve or There Is Doubt, Faith ere There Is Ummﬂ%ﬂ....
imagne all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in Hope, Where There Is Darkness, Light, And Where
e My ot Seck S oo 2 s B o
You tear aj baby’s rattl see what makes the . 0 uch vee! e L,onso nsole,
noise inside, wmﬂpn_ﬁhd _mcw\ vel Swwnun the unseen world, Be Cunv..wnmoo& As To Understand, To Be Loved As To Love, For It
which not the strongest man, nor even the united of Is In Giving That We Recewve, It Is In Pardonung That We Are Pardoned,
all the strongest men that ever kived, could tear apart Only * AndItlsIn A.—-mwso?.m *
fauth, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that cur- wo:—r_. a
tamn and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory be- ie W J Tobun
yond Isat all real? Ah, Virguua, in all this world there1s — William J Tol
mh.._mm % o and he lives forever
No Santa Claus' Thank God he lives, The Anchorage Times = reprusent theeciaia
A thousand years from now, Virgina, nay, ten imes ten Ediors TOM BRENONEN, 264-819, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 254-815 w.auaszﬁﬂssnaoc_rﬂﬁs_ 8__333? ost!s«s
thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the Assockets ecior JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « P 0 Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 10 FAY, a07.264 5194 under an sﬂﬂawa_ Eﬁias.iaug
__B:o..&.__&g » e-mai AnchTimes@atasia net Times newspaper to preserve its separate editorsal voice
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LOS ANGELES TIMES ARTICLE WAS AN ...

Hussein oral exam a brilliant stroke

d:*-”-ﬂ ”ﬂﬂ”n_ﬂ By CHARLES KRAUTHAMMLR . —FBC/L

The race 15 over The Oscar for Best
EN. TED STEVENS was unfairly attacked last week | Socymentary, Short Subyect, goes to

8
by the Los Angeles Times Screenplay 1st Bngade, US 4th In-
‘The newspaper spent six months reviewing Stevens’ voting ..Ew«.U.SWNF
record and Alaska business interests It concluded that some Producer P Bremer Enterpnises,
of hus votes benefited businesses in which he had an interest. Baghdad r The ana us us at
Whule that mught sound scandalous to readers in a state of Drrecto nymo
33 mullion hke California, it 15 just a fact of life 1n a state with ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂeﬁﬂ&%ﬂ
only 620,000 people Alaska is a small place and anything semn i captivity
that boosts its overall economy helps most businesses In the old days, the conquered tyrant

‘The most ludicrous example of mud-slinging was tying to- was dragged through the streets behund
gether Stevens’ support of . Native regronal corporations EEE@EW&%

shackled before a jeering ,

i:ﬁgﬁﬁog@wﬁaﬂ.&g occupies an when E@EE:“:&.E&»&E

The implication was that Alaska's senior senator curried bh_bnu ”Nﬂiau in.u-u In the revolu- E:H_wu.h %.M%WE.D _ﬂwslb:.. _u.m,.. greatest pychologcal Eai..—.—n >an - _amuu_a -
favor with ASRC by supporting Native corporations in their tion of 1958, Pnme Miruster Nun Said these pan-Arab pretenders, though he vlonous Gamal Egm_ Nasser was
efforts to win federal contracts and that ASRC leased the was caught by a crowd and dered, gave it a paychotically sadistic character  routad by Israel n sux days in June 1967
building as a quid pro quo and his body was dragged behind a car  unmatched anywhere in the Arab world But then came the Iraq insurgency

But the Natve corporations are essentially the home through the streets of Baghdad until This stream of Arab nationalism the bloodying of the Americans, the
team 1n Alaska’s business commumty They have provided there was nothing left but half a leg brought nothing but poverty, corruption, doubts at home, the charges of “quag-
Jobs for thousands, helped many villages nise from poverty We Amencans dont do 1t that way - despau, torture and run to large swaths - qure,” the visions of Vietnam, the notion

and become foundation stones in the state’s economy Instead, we show Saddam Hussein — - of the Arab world The mass graves of that the United States mught in the end

Kang of Kings, Lion of the Tigns, Saladin are its permanent monument. —

Stevens' advanang their cause would be comparable to of the Arabs — compliantly opening his —Em__d_u 18 why 1t was important not just “hm_.h_.nns ::ﬁ.n.sn leave the field
Sen Ted Kennedy of Massachusetts advanang the cause of mouth like a child to the universal indig-  to capture :«.muo:_ but to demystify  On the run, Hussein enjoyed ane fi-
the Boston Red Sox, if he could Whether the Los Angeles nity of an oral (and head lice') exam lum — and with hum, the halfcentury a1 moment of myth. the ever-resource-
Times likes it or not, there 18 no shame in Stevens’ actions Joﬂr..w wrapped in banahty Bnlhant spell that radical pan-Arabism had cast §;) undaunted resistance fighter Per-

THE NEWSPAPER also clamed that Stevens used hus | o o e ne Bkt was bua be shown s the pathet onwom vance, fading s
“_m_v.._nm_n n —.uu_c.wmvaiu g &mﬁﬁhﬁ&’ﬂtﬂ&ﬂ“ _um:xuwe:m_= mnmum uuavom.wa or more than that It was a deeply impor- he was It was important to finally shat- Mﬂ“&hﬂ mrwmg: ..—Su mag_qzﬂ-hn”g

But Stevens says the Aur Force was drageng o foetan | (s of a wan i at stk hire At siahe. polaes of the Arsba” Andto by the 1 b2 Amencans only t stko back lat
n_avacﬁ:smsoana&&,gz%ﬁwn.i%ﬁ 1 the (ateof an udea, on xdea of ngular _grotesque fantasy, perpezated by Hus- Hﬂoﬁgan?ﬁﬁuﬁ
aska provided sufficent finanaal backing that has cost the Arabs not semn n intelh- '
P el e ey e L A—
can do once in a while,” Stevens wol e oent progress on a 0183 }ole, disheveled, disoriented and dis-
ﬁ MW W—.n m.b—-w W.EEE that he thought was treated un- ﬂ&:&iﬂ% &ﬁhﬁi&%ﬂ.&eﬂ Wﬁ%&ﬁmﬂgﬂ_ﬂ be .5:2.“.. %Wﬂp_c:n those _._%noa.
ly orce deformed Arabism arose 3 ground ta rtng others to give
Stevens rightly argues that 1t would be difficult for hum to | the postcolomal svar appested v the dealt s ol biow when Bechu o o i boo for Irag and for um, b -
Alaska business benefi ehow pos 2P Baghdad tantaneol action to discove
Mpﬁmﬂ“-ﬁi_ sk _Eu_._cwwhnmwn_mwﬂnb me-.movEB ] “M_ﬁnnw_onw of the ?wﬂoun:o: and suddenly wwq.._:wwa_.u 9 Instead of the ﬂn.au.:b m:.m...ﬂ&mh_u Yy was
egps al n years a great restoration. lroncally, - promused ghdad, confronting "4 e o' vth Tt 1s not just that he
rved in the US Senate for 35 His work there has its methods and were and perhaps even stopping the Amen- )
Morn a - mM.E effect >._8.nmww ﬁﬁ ere from the West, .ﬁw.ﬂwmo of nrnwﬂsﬂu._ cans 1n rmﬂu._n E.Wwﬁg combat, did not resist the soldiers with the guns
pow on economy " He did not even resist the medic with
That has also brought him ecntiasm, including from the %Egawmﬂﬂ—&mﬁhﬂhﬁg nsaﬁungg a:ﬁﬁ_ﬂsnmﬁwuﬁw the tongue depressor
parties n early cen urope Arab medsa, p
o..—bh_?ﬁm_ﬁ .:.”_53. ir.n_w makes .u:.w__uwmn..mus En—hwn fod- Its economics iﬁup:ekﬁi_.: socaabsm at Eﬂmmnummﬂu that had long rﬂ.oﬂu:—.—ﬁ. Charles Krauthammer !18.%..‘85.
spending in Alaska 1 something percent above ts t t Hi F ted s - national icated column for the Wash-
the national average But that 1s because Alaska has such a wsﬂwﬂﬂa%% Ea&SEB:% ofthe two, 1cal clauns of an‘ha&sns:? were ington Poss Mo colurnn 1 distiburted by
small population and because — as Stevens has often said producing a totabtananism of surpassing  shocked and humihated They them- the Washington Post Writers Group. ©
— the need 18 so great. cruelty modeled consciously on Stalin’s ~ selves had to admut that this was the 2003 The Wi gton Post Co.
Depute large federal expenditures in Alaska, the state’s -
transportation infrastructure 15 still pnmitive, its schools are The >=n_uO~.ﬁmG Times The Vouce of the Times doss ot the
under-funded and many of its rural people live in poverty. Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the zn..ﬁ.nun&zsa_ Itis published
Ted Stevens 1s scrupulously honest and the attacks on Associat edtor JAN SINGYEL, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 o FAX 907-264-8184 | under an agyeement to reserve the separate edi-
hum are undeserved © e-mail AnchTimes@alaska nat tonal voice of the tormer Anchorage Times
eeERE—————————_————
— - — — — -~ - -
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A GREAT CHOICE . . .

. .uﬁ.mm_..mcz was right about courts
qcﬁ H:G mc:ma BY WALTER E WILLLIAMS m A

Azwﬁzaggﬁm—wggﬁsms.-w:g Lberty d by the Consat:

there will be a freshman in the House with a name fa- Framers mean httle today I u_mnv.n

mubar to those who treasure Alaska’s histonc past. antly surpnsed rwm._.snw.msca:“wuﬂ

Takang the oath as a new representative will be Nick fellow Americans expressing disgust

Stepovich, the 45-year-old owner of Soapy Smith’s Pioneer and fear over what our nation 15 becom-

Restaurant in Farbanks He’s more than just a small-busi- oﬁ.ﬁ%&ﬁglﬂﬂu

. negs owner, however His qualifications for office are deeply ﬁmﬁaw% can m<e_.§_§ 88:3.._
rooted atit.

Stepovich 1s a long-ame Republican leader in Fawbanks, &nw_:sﬁwsau_ tion to pay

where hus family's name 15 a household word He'sthesonof |  our share for constaby mandated [PSE
Mike Stepovich, who was a dynamic member of the ternton- functions of the federal government, but %
'e have no su e B

al House i 1951 and the terntonal Senate m 1953, 1955 Ge have no such obligatior e have o~
and 1957 — the last four temtonal sessions before state- >B=nm._-.un= and gve them to snother :(/
 Appoie by Premdent it D Bobomerto st | A, oo o Anericn
of governor, he was the last person to hold that title before slavery can be defined b
statehood In hus role as terntonal governor, he was a power- I'm an emanapated adult fully capa- N
ful leader in the fight for statehood — both in Alaska and on a._m.on ~§&E«ﬁﬂ§&g~w "
the national scene y or anyone ia i
The elder S a retired lawyer, was a Republican pay nto the government's Soaial Secun- L— - )
?nﬁﬂmﬂw nate in the first statehood election 1n Do you see any signs an the honzon n t and dedaration of independence and go our
nominee at such practices BN regulation, reforms in state and local own way just as our Founders did
1958, losing to Democrat Ernest Gruening Hemadetwo | 1o ooeh ! g to an B8l law, an end to federal mandates and a 1776
1565 and 1966 Bt theough oy pamaor EVSIO | onch The Lt of oo of wostitybonal deralem® - Many poople mght argue that ¢
years, an croachments on ﬂo... In 1788, duning New Hampshire’s the US Supreme Court that decides
tive voice in state politics mﬁ”_ﬁ_.g‘ﬁﬂwpmw L..rno v_manmﬁ%nnh“ﬁﬁ.cm. NZU oﬁgﬁag ﬁu i_—..n.. ._-.._.. SE.._.“MMMMMW wﬂ.—_o"vm“—.“._u
; said “ t -
GOV. FRANK MURKOWSKI two weeks agopicked | less : n the smd Constitution would lowing the Court to hold a monopely of
Nick Stepovich to fill the District 10 House vacancy created Self-determunation [ Emnﬁaﬂnﬁﬁzswﬁimrg& the wnterpretation of the Constitutzon
when Rep Jim Whitaker resigned after being elected mayor 18 2 human nght we many of the People of this State *  the opinion which %Mow to the
onEmeuemarmZo;rmSnwoB:mr all should respect If and more Effectually guard aganst an Judges the night to deade t laws are
_ some people want so- undue Adminustration of the Federal constitutional and what are not, not on-
The younger Stepovich was born 1n Juneau when hus fa cialism, that's thewr W))llilams Government. The Convention do there- )y for themselves in their phere of '
ther was temitonal governor He grew up in Fairbanks, nght —butitisnot 0 fore recommend that the fullowing alter- action but for the Legnslature and Exoo.
graduated from Monroe High School in 1976 and four years their night to use brute government ations and ns be introduced mnto utive also in therr 5 would make
e Provisio; pheres,
later earned a bachelor's degree in political science from power to force others, who want hberty, the said Constatution ( g them) the Judiaaary a despotic branch.”
Southern Oregon University e e ey " il Powers ot expebasy s pareg g The hustary ofthe oourt, notto
He will serve 1n the 2004 legislative session, but will have cans organize to acquire govern- expre - tion last week's decision on the constitu-
ment power to impose thewr will on so- 1y Delegated by the Constitu- ¢, M - -
to stand for electzon next fall if he seeks another term aalist-minded Americans, but that’s g gsgrw._s:s,gmsﬁs uﬁ%?@“nﬁuﬂmﬂ%%uﬁo
His appointment came at a tiume of gneving for the nght either A far more peaceful method  be, by them Exercised ” The Ninth and  gpesch, 15 proof that Jeflersa was nebe
w——Mﬂ_aM”—.E_WM.—G >M<mm_n prior to hus wguﬂ“.moqug Eﬂqﬂ-ﬂw to part company Tenth amendments, which mean virtu- gng Alexander Hanulton wrong in
after a lingering illness at Medf . s an 1dea already beng explored  ally nothing now, were added to our Federalst Paper No 78 prediction that
where she and Mike Stepovich had been hving in retirement by Free State Project Their plan, as Constitution 1n response to these fears the judiaary would be the “least danger-
for the past decade WMS._ w: :—:m.owo«w‘%e site (freestatepro- ruc«ME_.MBva@d emmwmmmsemg ous” branch of government
She was a most remarkable woman. The mother of six org) 15 “20,000 or more Liberty-on- £t proposed it, I would unagine m
nw:mgm—.wmbn y wuh—s.d_.—m_ww B—m-.o».wu. ented people wall mave to New E that if New Ham; s elected repre- Walter E Williams is a professor at

sture, where they may work within the sentatives couldn't successfully negoti- 529¢g¢ Mason Universiy at Fairfax, Va His
Matilda Stepovich was ke a rock on which her famuly was . column is distributed by Creators Synd-
based. She was a down-to-earth, non-nonsense lady — with uo__:nw_&uﬁsss.&:%..rmnﬁnn&a ate with the US Congress to obey the t8 Inc, 5777 W Bivd . Buste 700,

a marvelous sense of humor, a sharp mind, and a stern Free State Project would likely entaul re- would be that of making a unilateral 23 Angeles, CA 90045, (310) 357-7009
Gov Murkowsla did well by honaring her, and Fairbanks, The Anchorage Times

wath the appointment of Nick Stepovich to the Legialature Edors TOM BRENNAN, 264-5191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8102, WILLIAN |, TOBIN, 2844153 | neyeiicod AT e o e e

‘The freshman legislator follows in the footsteps of a great Assoclate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « PO’ Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX, 907-264-8194 under an agresment to preserve the separate edi~

* e-mail AnchTimes@alaska net
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SEN. LIS MUREOWSKI DOING & . . .

Great job

ﬁ..—.J HE U.S. SENATE race between Republican Sen.
Lasa Murkowsla and former Democratic Gov Tony
Knowles hikely wall be a barn-burner, but 1t also will affect
this state in ways that only pohtical junkies can truly

imagne

A recent effort by Murkowsla to address a critical teacher
housing shortage in rural Alaska 18 a great example of the
nasty partisan polifacs we can expect in the coming months

Murkowsla authored legislation that would have autho-
nzed $50 nullion to ease the housing problem that only adds
to the growing difficulty of finding teachers for some of Alas-
ka’s far-flung villages Sen Ted Stevens put his name on her
bill because of a Senate rule that would have required
Murkowski, who was out of town at the time, to present the
measure She became the secondary sponsor

So far, so good.

Nobody really obyected. After all, Democrats hke to spend
money on such things, and Republicans could see that the
funding would do enormous good Because 1t did not look
like the bill was going to cause sparks, it went on the “Hot
Line,” and was set for the Senate’s “Unammous Consent

Calendar”®

Such measures routinely are passed by the Senate on a
voice vote, but there 13 a catch. Any senator or staff member
can anonymously derayl the legislation with a mere tele-
phone call of opposition. One call and that’s it.

WHO KNOWS what really happened, but the story 1s
that when a Democratic staffer learned Murkowska had
something to do with the rural teacher housing legislation,
despite Stevens’ sponsorshup, he lalled it. The reason?
Democrats could not allow her to have anything good an her

record because of next year's election.

All1s not lost, however Murkowsla managed to get $10
mullion for the housing inserted wnto the ommbus appropria-
tions legistation that wall get a vote next year She wedged
another $2 nullion into an appropnations bill that already
has passed. With any luck, the effort to deral the measure

was only an ill-advised, temporary setback.
. It will not be the last such episode, you can bet on that.

With the US Senate’s majonty teetering in the balance,
Alaska 15 a key state to Democrats and Repubhcans ahke in
next year’s election. The relatively small number of voters in
the state makes 1t attractive because candidates and parties
and political acton groups can get the biggest bang for their
campaign donation buck. As far as costs for Senate cam-

paigns go, Alaska’s wall be a bargan.

Murkowsk so far has done a great job for the people of

Alaska, espeaally for a Senate freshman, and she can add
funding for rural housing for teachers to her list of accom-

vhshments

Christmas week brings a gift of joy

8B
t

By WILLIAM J. TOBIN ﬁm_ whule intoxicated 18 an .Bvﬁaﬂ._-h
DAWNS NOW THE week of m makung holiday streets safer,
Chnistmas, a beautiful time to be in §§<8§i§£

Alaska. 1o celebrate the birth 15 to not get behind the wheel 1n the
of the Chnist 1n the httle town of A place if «2..5 had Eo..eﬁﬁh@ﬁﬂ .
Bethlehem two thousand ye: go | 9 share .%u:_ng.w&on_. But,
ggniﬁ%&ﬁﬁhﬁng knows that, right
are rich 1n the lives of all of us Carols AND WHILE celebrating the Yule-
ung by choirs whose voices fill our tude, let’s all rmse a Chnistmas toast to
anﬁ‘-ﬂ vL_uOEEE_nMp—Bo w_n“.u on the al the Zw“rn OoBB&EEQ Foundation,
tars, t nng in steeples whuch have an endow-
In our homes, great or small, there 18 the Bﬂ_p?gnsga&-ﬁg
&.&Eg_—ﬁn and the warmth .Hwnnﬂwgn.u astorushing growth
u«gggig R since Bulmer assembled a founding
TOO MUCH commercialism in o board and got the argamzation rolling
Christmas? Not hy a long shot, 80 lng the spring of 1995, after two years
as the spint of giving extends all e rﬂﬂuﬂiﬁrgma_“rﬂﬂrmu.—g
through our town. There 1s nothmng 80 | law 1n Denver, where a mmilar founda-
precious as a granddaughter’s drawmng '% **" %ton had been a suocess for years,
of a Chri tree, a ..nbm.r_u and “Fourtsen shopping minutes to Christmas)” Eggnﬂﬂsgg
through a window, Santa remn- : e
deers flymg by Ason's finm hand on the 00k place last Wednesday, Thursday 540, o0 of Washington statls maet re-
shoulder of lus mother 1s a touch more y took the Seattle Foundation, by thy
pnzed than the jewels n the Tower of ~ AND WHERE but here, in all the way, 40 years to reach the $6 mulhon
London. A Chnistmas dinner served by world, 15 the glory of God's majesty so level Its endowment now exceeds $300
vohunteers to those 1n need We are by beauty be- nulhon, and 15 ane of the nation's largest
true meanung of this holy day — m the whiteclad moun- ™' gy dupon here wses procceds
love, a gaft of hope, a gift of cheer the north and the east, i the o1, 115 endowment to fund a broad
THE GENEROSITY of Alaskans proog, "oy, blaokets our neghbor- o0 of charitable activities Mike
in extending a helping Eh—bnﬁrnunuﬁ o—.e:—.“.ﬁn._.:m Burs 15 the foundation’s F
mas 15 2 spocil nig nights, 1o the brilant blue of the sky (i 2 g e board members,
a is
much good e unEEEEwm-ﬂ_.:-ng_auHM”n days .;—nm..nﬂ this 5 Others bowing out to make
world, and a tremen- of rﬁ:—o%ﬂageﬁus » way for new blood on the board. Sterhing
dous amount of good course surely Taylor, David Shaftel, Bill Bankston,
ID our own communt- Wt St bave trouble Javing o * Boanie Meher
ty. This past week h&uﬂ?ggggin AND DON'T forget to thank
alone, six different —Egggﬁsgﬁmﬁ“
agencies jowned once THAT'S NO problem hers And as o o "pob™) o Bow} XXXVIII at
again in providing ¢ you go an your rounds of holiday parties, Eomgnam_.__mwﬂm were, you'd be
food and t 28l as you gather before a crackling fire at paying a 17 percent hotel room tax, an
more than home on a dully evening this week, as 5 ty sales tax and what the
adults and you wrap the last of the gifis and finish y.j} gereet Journal describes as “a suff,
through a program lnown as GIFT Its decorating your tree, it would be a.good o))" markup levied on aurport car
»E,nm.:%o-szsmﬁag. tune to pour our traditional quafl, the ro e R0 PPN B8 TUpOr B
Food Bank of Alaska, Lutheran Soaal Santa Claus cocktal Three 1ps and 296 vom Marnott Sugar Land Town
Services, the Salvation Army, the Ut~ Ho' Ho! Ho! Square, for example, has a posted rate
&s&&énﬁcw Ma. BUT THAT COMES with an ad- for Jan. 29 to Feb 2 of $2,996 per
rnne Corps Toys for More than 400 momition. Do not drink and drive For angle or doubls |n§%ﬂ“
volunteers from Fort Richardson and , this 15 a week for a full slate of Gagﬁ.»iﬁmﬂgg
Elmendorf Air Force Base assisted in ﬁﬂw«.uﬁ!lg:ﬁ%g body around who still thinks Alaska
ﬂgwamﬂ.wh-ﬁbnﬁgie?s ﬂ%ﬁszsgﬂ_an&g The po-  stacks 1t to tounsts and visitors?
garage, tured we g espeaally
mto tmas wonderland for the between now and New Year Willatn J Tobin ks an ecitor of The An-
13th annual event The distributions While enforcement of laws agemst drrv-  chorage Times.
The Anchorage Times Th Voice of the Times does not represer the
Editors* TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAVL JENEIRS, 264-8192, WILLIAM }. TOBIN, 264-3193 wviews of the Ancharage Daily News 1t Is published

Associats editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorags, AX 98510 « ;x.. 907-264-8194

& ool AnehTimocinlanim nnd

under an agresmant to presarve tha separate adi-
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This last column for 2003 wishes all 2
Qos FRANK Murkowsk's proposed new budget was |  Ofour roaders o Marry Chnstmas and a
both encouraging and discouraging ! ﬂ.&iﬁns? this holiday finds [

1 3 : -
i _msn__

It was encouraging 1n that 1t continues his effort to rein 1n Amencan men and women agan ..,...
overspending by state government Alaska has been ving Egﬁwﬂaganﬁu“.:q ; i )
beyond 1ts means for years and fiscal downsizing 1s very Most Amencan Chnstmases have § IR AR .
much in order g:roﬁ!ﬂ.n—.msom?_& Wﬁ-—-—“ But people of 1ll RIS S R

The budget was disapponting in that it neglected to men- a ue ones S O
tion the obvious need to use a portion of Permanent Fund Oa._. gyabnwm.—wua.ﬁm_.vn:. ; £
earnungs to fund state government the border into the Third Kentucky In. :

That is hopefully an element in Murkowsla's fiscal strate- | gantry camp Mo Asentans uew Lilcq B !
£y, but falure to even mention it suggests that he 1s not Amerncan commanders restrained en- g -— i
ready to support the many avic and business groups ad- hsted men from pursuing them across JEEA —_ .
vanang that cause the border —— ==

Timudity on the subject by any poliiaian 1s understand- swmrb.sg u._wﬂ. m.EE_ o Eni?ﬂ... ;
ﬂrﬂ.ﬂﬁ:ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁh%ﬁaﬁﬁ? mmcu“mﬂ—_-ﬂs va Scotia, was victim of a ‘dsaster that States have been banned Such informa- sault came later By Chnistmas Eve,
fund And th ual dividends are the Holy Groul of matched 9-11 and Pear] Harbor An tion would be of value to the enemy 1951, a truce conference was centered

€ anni ends are oly of Alaska American freighter collided with a lurlang off cur coasts * on the exchange of pnsoners

politics French mumtions ship carrying 3,000 The next Chnstmas Eve, 1942, was On Chnistmas, 1969, Amenican troops

Murkowsla's focus 1s on economuc growth and that 1s both tons of TNT The resulung explosman lev-  not so blue Col E B Post of the Alaska were bogged down in Vietnam. The al-
commendable and appropnate The bulk of the Permanent eled 2 square miles Defense Command said there was no hed command and the Viet Cong ob-
Fund represents the state’s share of past oul and gas produc- Halifax and kil more threat to the West Coast from the served cease-fires for Chnistmas Sol-
tion And in the long run, the state’s future will depend on unn..w_v. 2,000 peo | Japanese base on Kiska American diers in Vietnam gave Chnstmas parties
new pnvate mitiatives and investments, in new jobs and 1n Fund drives w %ﬂ%ngﬁg for chuldren at arphanages and hogptals.
the taxes and royalties generated from future resource de- held for the survvars , neutralizing Kiska A year later at Christmas, the USS,

) y gen Ketchikan edutor J. The Chronicle again reported weath- command 1n Vietnam reported anly 23
velopmen Rivard castigated the v er “There was enough snow on the Amencans were kalled 10 achon the last

But neglecting to use Permanent Fund earnings to pay a Juneau Empire for its : ! ESE.U&M&E:EBE% week, but 44,167 had been knlled ance
portion of state government expenses breaks faith with coverage St the whitest Yuletides 1n 26 years " New Years Day 1961 By Chnistmas
those Alaskans who voted to establish the fund in the first The Empire re- . . The Associated Press reported on 1972, American troops were home or
place ported that $1,287 Chnistmas Day, 1943 “Bethlehem, headed home

was collected 1n Alas- , blacked out by war for the last three Saddam Hussen's Amy
THE FUND was established by voters in 1976, and vir- ka for Halifax Chnst. WV'111aMS ot o T and

ristmasel .
tually all of those who voted for 1t thought they were setting mas rehef, $650 from Ketchukan, $200 from 10,000 windows as authonties United Nations forces, waited three

up 2 rainy day account, a place to squirrel money away for gﬁjﬂigqgg ed restrichons this year Amenicans of weeka after Chistmas to cust Saddam
future use and keep 1t from being spent before it was really sources " The “other sources” in this case  all ranks, BEE%SN from ther battle  Christmas 2008 finds American
needed was Wrangell, which resented 1ts new stations mn stonied Persia, Syna, Egypt troops in Iraq, probably agamn feeding
There were proposals to pay dividends even then, but fow | 02 Chriatmas Eve, 250,000 fresh ciher bl s, ronged wth Orphans, sfler 12 years of futle debate
if any of those who voted for the Permanent Fund thought Amencan troops were in Europe They Christianity to pay homage to the the 91 truce
its only purpose would be to pay such dividends The pay- prepared a large Christmas tree 1n a Prince of Peace ™ Merry Christmas to Am:
ments were ggomn by Gov Jay Hammond and others as Wm_.p.nr H&a n_Bm_N. ..wmo front B..__m FMM. erorﬂ:%g awﬁ. MMMEE. blue n.E ml oﬂ% Afghanistan mﬂ.ﬂaﬂﬂﬂi
a to give iIndividual Alaskans a stake in the fund’ with more presents, e German’s lunched an attack on g 0% other 5.@@ pri,
Sﬁwsnﬂbrﬁnc:.baoino:.hi& 8 suc- tnbuted to as many French orphans Chnstmas Eve across a 35-mule front E?uﬁaﬁ.ﬁé posts
But the tad 1s now wagging the dog and paying dividends :.a_—".w...o.:. years and a day after were repulsed by Amencan May God speed them home 1 2004
has become essentaally the fund’s onl The time has the Hahfax disaster, the Japanese i the famous “Battle of the Bulge” By for a white Chnstmas, thanks to
y 8 only purpose struck Pearl Harbor On a blue Chnst-  the next Chnstmas, the war was over aw Which,
come to return to the ongunal intent and use at least a par- mas Eve, they captured Wake Island It was back in the trenches in 1950 ‘hem and thewr T, Amencan
tion of the earnungs for spending on a government sized for A front i the Ketdukan More than 1 mullion Chmese commu- 2e%SPapens are e to report.
the state's real noed, not on the inflated structure burlt up Chrouclo Wilste Chnstonas? bbb, nute s oo s ol Low Willams 3.1 @ reired publisher of
when money flowed freely It’s a Military Secret.” Ordinary weath- allel for a sacond invasmon &meﬁ.rﬁ?... the Ketchikan Dally News His o-mall is
The Legislature can — if it has the poliical courage — al- er forecasts over the entire United res, expected on Chnstmas Eve The as- A att.net
locate part of the earnings for state needs It should do so =
If nothung else, that could open the way for discussion on The gnmno-ﬁma Times The Vouca of the Times does hot te
ways to institubonahze and protect dividend checks while Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8102, WILLIAM |. TOBIN, 254-8193 sepesoent

using a portion of the earnings for the fund's onginal pur- Aosociat dior JAN SINGYE, 264-8107 PO B 100040. Anchorage, AK 99510+ FAX S07-254 8134 | g an preoment s s v ted
pose, funding state government. * emal AnchTimes@alaska net torial volce f he former Anchorag Times
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CHARGING FEES FOR Hnn APPEALS —u..h . mam— m n <°=u~o G c: o o— c: G ”E mﬂo”
F°=m% Hnm” By PAUL JENKINS o 0 4 i Wﬂhh&dﬂhﬂﬁ?ﬂ ..m.ow_hﬂ.ﬁ

i Ry ]
IT IS easy to understand the need to establish me that at it all, at
exactly what the aty’s Board of Equalization 1s sup- ﬂ—mﬁﬁ:&ﬂ%égﬁﬁﬁg. ) EE.BJ-&B

h . g If it looks hke 1t’s going to
posed to do and recogmze the aty's urgent need to reduce its hurt, forget it ow that guy,
logyam of property tax appeals, the Assembly has gone to far The latest thing to peg my wuss-o- this”) A mo-

Fg%égx?png_w&ﬁ ﬁﬁqéégﬁﬁjhﬁwh En“nromu
tached to property tax appeals — a ent, i use m| found
Buﬂwa&ﬁnmaBEomow%—sBﬂ-» payment, fyou Bﬁg&..iﬁwggu re to let me

Property owners who believe they have been wranged by wﬁ—snr_.on lum “Thumbs® are 1 was feeling
the aty's tax assessment will be forced to pay anywhere from ousy time in & column Once But he ?.raEE
$30 for a house valued at less than $100,000 to $1,000 for P ol Mt el . % waich 00 &
property valued at $2 mulhon —just to be heard T'm thinking, a tube the size of a ELY w of 1t, [ have

‘The money, it should be noted, wall be refunded — but on- baseball bat with hghts, cameras, chain- . A EIAR] a colon, if I do say so myself. -
ly if appellants win The new system, seemingly designed to saws and God knows what else going P - cnsp, color pictures 'm
discourage appeals, serves as a sort of fine for those wath the where absolutely nobody should ever,
audaaty, the cheelaness to challenge government and lose @ﬂenwasn\.z@:pruﬂ.ﬂ_B.En my keys, but

The 1dea may have been to head off fvolous appeals, comgrovunng pottaon, and un Gont of small polypa
punush those who fail to show up when their case 1 called voov_o_nwummmnnw__dﬂ“ i.w:_o 'm ot a toot guy
and speed the process — and who could abject to that? — E__.EEE fua’t prson, What would
v:nzﬁéﬁwuw“gsmﬂgpﬁfmﬂmﬁﬁ Zﬂsaimwwsﬂwgglhdnc—ww.m“ ° ™ 1— Ve bike if I had
thing repugnant about requinng a atizen effect, a t — . for another three or four years
bond before he or she can even challenge a aity assessment. o4 &Jrﬂ%hnﬁanﬁg&urﬁ. HO. HO, HO — NOT LONG TO Go to avaid a p du Eunc.uan:v.a__!

Further, the Assembly’s action 18 unfair on 1ts face It pe- It was clear that while I could keep a walk in the park Getting th
nahzes owners of expensive property, serves to intmidate dodging Doc (and he gets cranky when [ EEQEEEE?
property owners of every economuc stripe and forces all prop- ] do) 1t was not 1n my best interest at done lately And it truly was easy
erty owners to come on bended knee before aty government j home I hgwﬂusbgrﬂﬁaena m—_.__o NBE. part mwnu .xﬂ_o u»*eraﬁ.-
if they feel they have been wronged :c.ﬂ..w.% without meanin, abies

Ty nice patoot spent an Afnca
sipaﬁqﬁwwumsigssziﬁszus hour with the & fon duys befope Fhe Pro. E»H:%isﬁns&ﬁhﬁ
Yanous ssues be b to pay a bond to speak at public l| cedure nnu_sa:n,u_mas%ﬁ_ its had worse, and for longer, after bad
heanngs’ nisks and benefits It did not sound bke Mexican food in Tyuana.

The plan 18 a lousy 1dea and wretchedly wrong public pohey . uch a big deal, but what else could he Though near-perfect, I'm loathe to

S have told me? “Lusten, old guy, we're go- g%i;ﬂﬂ.iﬁn@ﬂ&rﬁ.

with had them No ing to take this telephone-pole-8ize, tary of colon cancer or you're 50 or 80

m oq Eaac big deal, they said Jenkins pretzel-shaped, coat-rack-lookung thing  years qld, get checked out. If you have a
“Wq_mupv“.___uhh”nmasg he EE::MFEEEB@.&.%E problem, catch 1t early. Most colon can-

a sure discomfort,”
ORMER MAYOR George M Sullivan has called us to won his bout with cancer No big deal, “Mwﬁuaﬂ..n.ﬁﬁ Just 88 they ﬁrﬂhﬂhﬂﬂﬂﬁ ﬂwﬂnﬂaﬁhﬁh&"
task over an unwitting error in & Wednesday editorialon he said Even Katie Counc had one on  "But the die was cast. A fow days later,  eolonoscopy, anybody can. Gethng your
the Anchorage bed tax. EEQE“H%&BEEE it was 24 hours of clear hquids, tasty teeth cleaned 15 worse. Honest.

We said the tax was insttuted i 1979 at the urging of the Ea.ﬁ?ﬁ”:ﬂammcmﬁn&%egsa Nnﬁ_iou@_ﬂognj«.aiagu Now, all I have to deal with 13 an 1n-
tourism industry as a way to fund tourism marketing and 1 Sad H roth Then, the indignity of swilling nate fandness for chocolate chup cockies
help fund municaipal government. - semn msﬁ.wndmmaarw»rm&mnwau:rﬂ Eengw—ah%“pﬂnhﬂ and Jack Daniel’s (in moderation, 1t

sem. Sure, I sad, indelicate, move -

Sullivan, for whom Sullivan Arena 1s named, reports that that a double a| ncgn Ill go and room. " ﬁggavg
the 5 percent bed tax was first approved 1n about 1972, and mmng.g.np»ﬁon.uaag Yeah.In It was dark and cold the morning 1 _._Su_.aw.o. ents (a
wnitially was opposed by the visitor industry. a fortuitous muxup, the doctor’s office arrived at Providence Alaska Medical

The to 4 board su the tax made one for her, but not for me Hal- Center Sign mn. Meet the nurses (they M colon wornes are behind me.

urism companies came on supporting lelyah. “Yeah, yeah, I'll get one soon,” I  were great, by the way) Put on a nfty ~ [msony
m the late 1970s when they proposed increasing it to 8 per- said "How about them Packers?” SEB%EQQ
cent, with half to be used for tounsm marketing. After the colonoscopy, she, too, said 1t up to an IV fior the ever-popular ., "elJenkin s an editor of The Anchorag
gggggggsuw was no big deal. Joy Juice Then 1t was Show Time, the
and was later chairman of the Anchorage Convention
Vimcan Bureas. s a6 shaep mind s wi and s inets- The Anchorage Times The Voln of the Times dogs ot reprasen ho
tutional memory that encompasses much of our city’s - Editors Y0P BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264-8183 views of the Anchorage Dally Naws It s published
ern hi Associate edrtor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 « PO Bax 100040, Anchorags, AK 99510 @ FAX 907-264-8194 | ynder an o the odi-
history ‘agreement to preserve the separate
We gladly defer to hus recollectian and correct the record. « emall AnchTimes@alaska net tortal volcs of the former Anchoraga Times
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ON BED TAX, STATE SHOULD . . .

Butt out

Q.cs FRANK Murkowsk: should ditch his proposal to
umpose a 5 percent state bed tax on top of Anchorage's
existing 8 percent tax.

Pursuing such a state tax would jeopardize the proposed
new Anchorage convention center and muddy a long-estab-
Lished compact between Anchorage and 1ts tounism industry

The muniapality was already planning to ask voters next
year to approve increasing the bed tax from 8 percent to 12
percent, with the additional proceeds used to buald a new
and larger convention center

Murkowska's proposal would raise $15 mullion for the
state budget, but its cost to Anchorage would be far greater
The aty’s tounsm marketers, pnmanly the Anchorage Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, maintain that a new conven-
:c:ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ.?ﬁﬁw.&nrﬂ:m—&.ﬂiﬂggn
gathenngs can fit into the exishing Wilham A. Egan
Civic and Convention Center

A new center would be an essential element in future
growth of the visitor industry, especally in the lucrative con-
vention business, much of which comes outside the busy
summer season.

ADDING A state tax on top of the muniapal tax 1s not
an option Anchorage must compete with convention aties
all over the nation — and 1n some cases abroad Meeting
planners keep a sharp eye on taxes therr members are asked
to pay 1n convention cities

Anything more than a bed tax of about 12 percent 1s con-
sidered uncompetiive So the bottom line 1s that convention-
goers can reasonably be asked to pay a new state tax or an
increased muniaipal tax, but not both Otherwise they are
likely to stay away 1n droves

‘The Anchorage bed tax was approved by voters in 1979 at
the urging of the tounsm ndustry The industry wanted to tax
itself because half of the proceeds would go to tounsm market-
g and half to help fund muniapal government. The onginal
tax was 5 percent and that was later raised to 8 percent.

The bulk of the marketing, done by the Anchorage Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, has been very successful, re-
sulting 1n steady growth in tounsm through the years That
success 18 what has brought the need for a new convention
center to allow further growth and the ability to reach larger
and more lucrative markets, which would generate both pn-
vate industry jobs and more tazes

The municipal tax and the relationship between Anchor-
age and 1ts visitor industry have worked well and should
be maintained The state of Alaska should butt out and
find other ways to fund state government than dropping a
destructive state bed tax on hotels and motels 1n Anchor-

age
‘Those other ways should start with using a portaon of the
Permanent Fund earnings to pay state expenses

Painful reflections at Holocaust Museum

By ELISE PATKOTAK _

I think 1t was the picture of the kids
that got to me and bought it all down to
a pamnfully human level My sister has a
aumlar picture m her hving room It’s a
prcture of six cousins lined up on Cayu-
ga Street in Phuladelphia sometime in | .
the very early '50s

One cousin, Joe, has struck a bratty
pose with a hand behind hus head and
another on hus hip The rest of us, my
cousins Manna, Ton, Joe (a very com-
mon name n our famuly), my b: r
Philip and I, all stood obediently in a .
row smiling at the camera, dressed in -
our Sunday best.

moirm_..:gsz_%:c_gn:ﬁgc.
seum in Washington, D C, and looked
at a picture of another group of kids, ob- | #
viausly all related, standing on grass in
another time and place, posing for a pic-
ture, I suddenly connected wath them in
a very prunal way

T thunking that his 57th birthday would lance nowadays But that doesn't make
| have been on Dec 15, and the next the loss any easier to t.
4| munute | was sobb: In fact, on some , It seems as
it I walked over 85%.@ Lancoln Memon- though terronsts have already won
would never look at o al and composed myself 1n the peace when we, the people, can no longer ac-
with nostalga because JwFels
they did not have RERN-agS

il and dignity that pervades this space cess our history but must stand across a

containng the image of a man of great  street behind barncades and stare long-

enough tume left in the rvr Bl peace and dignity Then 1 walked back ly at 1t in the distance Yet all this

to the hotel and with each step my sad- nto E.:ﬁEn ba noise
after seeng the Holocaust Museum

Everywhere I looked there were bar- By the time I had walked across cob-

ncades In a country that _e:m ago re- blestones from the Warsaw Ghetto,

referred

world They were all
Ialled by the Nazis in B
SeThims o Pathotak
tears streaming down my face while Jected royalty and proudly
cutching a _.Eﬁm%gu@.gwnu Ita Gryn- the White Iouse as the people’s house, used to deport Jews to death camps and
baum’s o on it. Each wisitor to the mu-  people are now kept as far 1n the dis- reached the bin full of shoes and human
seum picks ane up Each paper repre- tance from the seats of power as the hair taken from victims before they
sents a vicm of the Holocaust Itadied peasants of France once were
wo“nm 55:8——8:595:853350 be.
was already feeling vulne
cause I'd been to the Vietnam Memonal cousins When I was young, we could behind me and emerge into the sun-
T'd never gone before since I wasn't sure just walk up to the bell It was under a Shineofa D C morming
I could face st Then, standing there i stone arch and accessible to the people  When you think about 1t, all war 18 m-
front of all those names I thought, “Thus  whose freedom 1t represented sauity But there 13 an espeaally el m-
ot thon 1 T Ponl DoCharers iy b vt s s 70 50 e e s of s 3 ik,
about then I found Paul DuCharm's Vi se-
name He was a friend of mine whodied cunty As for Independence Hall — bar- 2nd there suply 1s no logic to that.
within days of landing 1n Vietnam nicades now surround 1it, barncades now Elrse Patkotak, an Anchorage free-lance
When I saw his name, when 1 keep people from a hall in which the pow-  writer and author of Paralle! Logic, a hu-
touched hus name, I lost 1t completely er of the people was first proclaimed morous look back at her 28 years In Bar-
Didnt even see it One minute I understand the reason it has to be row, kves in
my finger was tracing m:u

age and owns P

name and thisway Secunty reqn vig-  Cargo Ltd, a wnting/g
The Anchorage Times Tha Vuce ofthe Times does notrepresentthe
Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENEINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM } TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Daily News It 1s published
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SMALL COMPANIES SHOW PROMISE AS . . .

Big industry
OV. FRANK Murkowsla, as part of a new initiative to
grow Alaska’s industry, met last week with

more than a dozen companues searching for oil and gas
mn Alaska

The meeting was aimed at learning what the smaller
companies — known as independents — need to encour-
age increased investments in Alaska

It was timely recognition of the fact that much of
Alaska’s economic potential lies in explonng for and de-
veloping smaller o1l and gas fields Most of thase accu-
- mulations are too small to interest the giant companies
but could be bonanzas to the independents

Make no mistake, giants ike BP, ConocoPhillips,
Exxon, Total Energy, Unocal and Marathon seem cer-
tain to be mainstays of the Alaskan economy for years
to come Most have large investments here and generate
the bulk of the state’s tax and royalty revenues

But large companies primanly are interested in large
ol and gas fields And Alaska almost certamly holds
many lesser energy accumulations, perhaps enough to
buld a major industry composed of small- to moderate-
size companues exploring in so-called frontier areas,
those relatively distant from currently producing fields

INDEPENDENTS already have made a significant
start in Alaska They are exploring and producing in
frontier areas from Prince Willam Sound to the Alaska
Penunsula, the Anchorage and Mat-Su areas and the
North Slope

Those already operating here include Anadarko, Ev-
ergreen Resources, XTO Energy, Forest O1l, Aurora Gas,
Pelican Hill, Pioneer Alaska Resources, Encana, Arm-
strong Oil & Gas, Talisman Energy, Winstar and Cas-
sandra Energy

In thewr meeting with the governor, the independents
expressed nterest 1n revising the tax credit incentive to
improve its utility to them and to the state — for in-
stance, by allowing them to sell credits to producers for
application toward production taxes

They asked for access agreements that would enable
smaller companies to ship o1l through the trans-Alaska

1peline and to use available spill cleanup equipment
ey also complamed about pipeline tanffs and prob-
lems with the Jones Act, which generally prohibits us-
ing foreign-built vessels from carrying cargo between
American ports, and what the independents consider in-
equities in valuing oil for tax and royalty purposes.

Which incentives would make sense for the state, as
well as for the Ena“nmuus and the other parties in-
volved, remains to be seen. But moving ahead 1n resolv-
ing the 1ssues is a positive next step mn expanding a
promising and relatively new industry

The independents could hold the key to Alaska’s future.

A moose with murder on its mind

By TOM BRENNAN -
chased by a moose first thing
EEQMENEEEEEB.«EE»E
It's a surefire way to get your heart
gEnﬁHﬁ.ﬂﬂ?ﬂoEﬁE_«
no ty, fancy paddles or .
ed operator I found this out the
way I learn most of hfe’s lessons — the
hard way
yard has an ancient crab apple
Ewmgn._gngnu“w.mnonggn&
ggg—cgﬁm oo
When the approached the s
the house, n.u_..vncﬁn dark shadow came

__E&Em out toward us Now many dogs
would have run barking toward the

......

T e
when I go
snow, 1t's best to do hikewise

The moose was apparently satisfied
with chasing us out of our own yard, bl =~ == -
stopped after wvo:._..&c feet and went o ) T e |
back to eating cra But that moose was eating our rose g

. pparently considered them to be hke

apples h bushes, so my wife a duck call domestic ammals

I headed off for RN — even though I told her the Eﬁ A Fish and Game biologist later
our walk and on A would think she was a fool. She watched a video of the event and deter-
the way back ap- B out a window and gave the moose a mined that the cow felt .Mﬂ“& and
proached the house A blast in the ear stomped the man to death. people

with great caution
But the big animal
was gone
Enza._hv.:nﬂr?_. -
morning walk at gonnan
full alert, watching
all the shadows for signs of wild am- when I'm on a walk. I have no window Esnsnnﬁgmosgng
mals After a few blocks of not seeing to lean out of and behieve that waliang ¥8Y 12 get back into my house

any, my mund began to wander, asit al- up to a full-grown moose and blowng a Sﬁ_ﬁnﬁ”ﬁmﬂwﬂg_s

paren moose thought 1t have been attacked when they ap-
vn_WMprWmeSng large npnﬂ.ﬂ proached too close to moose n theiwr
Rl hightaled out of the yard and .Eu." yards or whle trying to photograph
n__Muﬂ_r.._n!u:bEnEv_Sninhc:..o them stom, are tely rare,

ways does wind instrument in its ear 18 not recom-

When we were on a side street on ded for anyone who aspires to grow- Hﬁvﬂﬂpﬁﬁ ﬁ«ﬁaﬁuﬂ.ﬂm
the way back, 5% reverie was inter- 1ngolder . n—ﬂa_urnrsngrpﬁ that clip on-
rupted by a loud snort It was two  Moose aren’t vicious at heart but to your clothing
g:«w»i%ﬁgnogguns they are wild aumals and get upset if T haven't convinced myself to wear 1t
our presence Once again I ran for my you de what they d

Lfe, dragging a very confused dog along  sj If you get too close, you could be {4, and of ka would make me
behund me m“ﬂﬁiﬁ—-bsvﬁ&u&sngz_ _Sra—a__rnna_whn“:_mnioaﬁgr
Ever ance then, I have been murder on1ts mind. whach be too close to the truth for

unrequested advice from one and People have been lalled by them 1n  comfort.

about their favonte moose deterrents Alaska In 1995, an elderly Onental To my thinking the best way 15 just
My mother 1n Virguma wants me to car- man was trywmng to enter the Sports o be careful out there

a duck call because she knows my Center at the University of Alaska An-
once drove a moose out of our yard chorage and came within 10 feet of a  Tom Brennan s an editor of The Anchor-

B

with one cow moose and her yearling calf He 9ge Times.
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SADDAM CRPTURE CHANGES . ..

Dean hopes Gore is a kingmaker

Many things | »cwmsoums

Al Gore's dramatic endorsement of

Howard Dean catapults Dean to the sta-
“HOE%H of deposed Iraqq dictator Saddam g&uﬂr&.g favonte because, ac-
ussein changes many things cording to conventional wisdom, 1t con-
First and foremost it changes the way much of the world nects the outsder campaign to the ulta-
will look at the Iraq war and the occupation by Amencan mate insider
troops and participating allies It venfies that Saddam 1s, In .The insurgency gains Sn._uﬂm to the
fact, now powerless and can almost certainly never return to centers of party power — the unions,
domanate o iy s contvencin 0 g
That frees the Iraq people to move on with their hives, to This 18 all very true. But the speaal
seek new leaders and a new pohitical system. When he was power of this endorsement 18 less struc-
stall out there, an uncertain force they might need to reckon tural than symbolic The story of this
with, moving on was pretty much out of the questzon. campaign 15 the energy and anger of the
It also brngs to an end Saddam’s 35-year reign of terror, a | Demoaraic base 12 the ressan an 1
reign during which he oppressed and robbed lus peaple, used g%ﬂﬂ!ﬁi&mnﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ
poison gas to lall thousands of them and killed enough by He captured and then bottled the anger
varnous means to require at least 270 mass graves The anger appears odd, given that
The capture also gives a major boost to President George George W Bush 1s fairly mild-man-
W Bush, whose leading Democratic opponent, Howard nered He 1s no Richard Nixon mstible momentum by winming the early the past year and a half There's the
Dean, 18 8 entic of the war effort Bush already was favored Democrats did not hate um 1n 2000 1t would have meant little But rub Expectations are now as high as
to possible match-up next November with Dean, Yet many hate him now because of ﬂ%&gﬁniéﬁg they can possibly be He 1s to
win i maueiup e o 2000, because they believe his entire and thus making Dean the presumptive win — win everythung and win
and rooting Saddam out of an Iraq hole should tip the scales presidency to be ilegimate nominee, Gore becomes kangmaker 1 there 15 goung to be another swing to
even more 1n the president’s favor m@iﬂ.—.n-a nocratic base 15 ot ted as n L“Wgsggﬂﬂﬁgﬂ the stary line, there can be only ane, and
other a EEE makes mecha
HAVING SADDAM out of the way also strengthens the | belief that Bush stole the presidency self consighere, elder stat the ﬁli.ﬂaﬁﬁ%ﬁ&ﬂ
hand of the new Iraq: leaders of the Governing Counal, Then along comes Gore, chief witness to  James Baker of the Dean administra- Gephardt n Iowa would be huge news
leaders who are trying to assemble a stable government to gﬁﬁﬁﬂ%_g — Dean MM_N._w:R._na_..; wi p.nn.:wnrﬁﬁw afminrrnégﬁn.:%ﬁﬂupg
J“ﬁshwﬁﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁzmgsswﬁrni ment & the ‘elected presudent 1 America, secretary of state uﬁd&i:sa:pﬂ_.s »digts
the Job of Ir be turned th ™ of the United States” — who declares wcacsnean.u.ngiﬁ_sgﬁa wall he labeled the “comeback knd,” just as
e Job of goverming Iraq can over to the Iraqus that Dean 15 the one to carry the fight to  Dean wins the presdency The 1dea that »
themselves and the allied oczupation can be phased down depose vindicate the betrayal Gore Dean Dl Chntan ‘won” the New Hampehire
C@%&<ggﬁggﬁﬁ?§ﬁ e_.nooauﬁ_u!& the guuﬁnﬁwghg —E.Eﬁ-hhmmn finishung “only” exght
18 e  pomnts Tsongas
wll almost certainly continue attackang the occupying forces Gore's moral authonity as the man httle tolerance for people who loseeven ~ Qp the -MM_:. he won the Mas-
— and may even increase their attacks Additional lives who wuz robbed makes his endorsement  once, as Gore did mnexcusably in 2000  gachusetts pnmary n 1976, Sen. Henry
could be lost and pressure could build up at home to remove umgque It 15 1n fact an anontment. And  But to be associated with a second loss Jackgon euphorically predicted he
~ Amencan troops more quickly ﬁﬁﬂ“gggg.wun?ns ﬂ..”ﬁ!wwinzﬂmﬁrg._:u;?sh would win big n New York. He won by
o given expression to precise- hustoncal legitimacy — 15 percen defea
%mwﬂ;@nﬁgﬁ%ﬂng-mEgg of ly the anger bam of Gare's vicamization?  forgavable It would be more Liabihity n—.w.\n_.an"“ﬁnuu_hiwmn t He
w was Living Sugges Was no in co From Gore's viewpomnt, 1t 15 alsoa po- than anyone could bear, let alone aman  Howard Dean 1 no Henry Jackson
the insurgents He seemed to have neither the requinite bitical master stroke After all, where as chansmatically challenged asGare Byt he has yet to demonstrate that he
communications equipment nor the support staff to direct was he? Hewas last seenmnahottubon s it aver? Yes, except for one posabil- hog the of Bill Clinton. True
such operations Instead he seemed more hke an unwashed “Saturday Night Live ” He has since ty With the Gare endarsement i hand, res ’
he may not need resitience There may
and nearly solitary bedraggled man cowenng 1n a rathole, a popped 1n and out of popular conscious- Dean has everything gong for hum Not e no bumps on the road to huis nomuna-
man without power or prestige ness with the occasional speech, but he  just money but an Internet money ma- Ew:?wmﬁmuagelwa_ng
One of the questions to be answered about Saddam’s fu- did not seem very content to spend lus dung Loyal grass-roots troopers Connec-  ome soon — the full could be hard. .
life as a visiting professor of journahsm tion to the party establishment. A huge
ture 18 who shall put hum on tnal, and when and where We
p g somewhere The Dean endorsement, lead. A sense of mevitability Charles Krauthammer writes a weekly,
feel that obligation should rest wath the Iraq: people and dramatic and unexpected, makes um 8 Indeed, he 15 now leading far the first nationally syndicated column for the Wash-
their new government That will mean waiting until they player again A big player fume mn the naticnal polls, not just in the Ington Post His column is distnbuted by
are ready to deal with a tnal, but speed 15 not necessary If he had waited a couple of months two small states, lowa and New Hamp- m_oi-.zbﬂohhﬁw.iasq-vwﬁgowo
5%58&%%%&% A.WMH!:: until Dean had already gathered wrre- shure, that he has practically lived in for
need tame to question their prisoner, to uate the evidence
they already have and to track down and neutrahze hus EE@—.&N&?& The Voice of the Times does nat represent the
bloodthursty supporters - Editors TOR BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN ). TOBIN, 264-8183 s.:.s?zv.n__“os_azaa 1t 15 published
But for now 1t 13 comfort enough just to celebrate the long- | E%EE&F&S_S.B_“&_E.%? 99510« FAX 907-264-8194 | under an agreement to preserve the separats ed-
sought capture « email AnchTimes@alaska net tortal volca of the former Anchorage Times
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murm  Voice of the Times e
WE...E.,E ..s..—. Nation is straying from Constitution
uying leases | swmsmase WS A LE;

1.—115 STATE should i1gnore pressure to buy back the wark Let’s start off with _.—E.m evidens. |3

coal-bed methane gas leases 15sued for the Mat.Su The Federalist Papers were a set of | @ e
Borough and Homer The coaflict needs attention but documents written by John Jay, Alexan- e
the possibility of buybacks should be taken off the der Hanulton and James Madison to per-

table altogether suade the 13 states to ratufy the Constity-
Some area residents are 1rate at the possibility that James Madison w
gas wells may be drilled near their homes — and their Wnsﬂ.qu?g by the uauﬂiomsgww
tutzon

concerns are understandable Those worres ought to to the Federal Government, are
be addressed, but they should rightfully be addressed few and defined Those whuch are to re-
by assuring that the environment and the nghts of mam 1n the State mnw_ﬁ..ﬁl_r are nu-
homeowners are protected while dnlhng proceeds Eﬁﬁ& indefin
former wall be exeraised pnina- .
The possibility that gas ex- pemumermwmmce e pally on external objects, as war, peace, /
ploration mught occur near negotiation and foreign cummerce, with

their property came as a sur-

prise to many people But

that 13 almost solely vn...h:uo Nﬂ_ﬂeﬂm to the severa) States =M== extend SRGASER
they were not aware that, Ohyects, which, in the ordmary “would be contrary to the letter and the Framers meant by the “general welfare
though the property owners course of affrs, con. spint of the Canstitution and subw clause b
may own surface nghts, any mﬁﬁrﬂﬂ to the whole theory upon whuch the  In 1798, Thomas Jefferson said,
gas or ol beneath the surface gﬂanﬂ__ the mter Unuon of these States 13 founded. “Cangress has not unlunited powers to
18 owned by all the people of nal order, impro priie QJ“M_, o ﬂEr:..u for the g welfare, but only
roesn y : ang veto He vetoed biterally hun- ¢hos, specifically enumerated * The
ment, and prospenty SRS dreds of congressional spending bills Constitution’s fathe , James Madison

And because all of Alaska of the State RN during his two terms as president in the san]. *With respect to the two words
owns those resources — and 1f we tumed James B e { late 1800s His often gven reason was, ‘general welfare, I have always regard-
because coal bed methane Madison's statement [§ . #| ‘T can find no warrant for Buch an ap- ed them as qualified by the detal of
ooy b e the B | e wilame s W o, 1 B i v e 1o

= t the powers m In a an sense
m___,_.._un_wo.whﬂw yin w_.ME — the leases should be ex- | federal government V!"8™S  Gongreen taxes and spenss for g would be a metamarphoss of the Con-
04 are numerous and mdefinite and those they can muster a majonty vote an. My stituban nto a character which there 19
plored and the resource developed of the states are fow and defined, we'd _=<o-m.wwﬂwm query 18 Were the a host of proofs was not contemplated by ,
descnbe today's Amenca. Was Mad F P congressmen s creatory ”

SUCH SHALLOW-GAS dnlling 1s potentially a plan and preaidents, who could not find con- detectve wark concludes with eev-
good source of jobs, economic development and natural “ﬂ_ﬂ_ i gnuﬂ.:nrﬁmawgm_ M“__” Stutional guthontty for today’s bread n&—mﬁsuﬁi explanations The first 1
gas for the Southcentral region, and taxes and royal- Judgment, lots examine statements of 29, Crc8es, just plam stupid and 1gno- gro; ‘the great men who laxd the frame-
ties for the state treasury other posaibly formed A :_.m»&!... 0 long-rum wark for our nataon were not only constatu-

By all means, the appropnate state agencies should In 1796, on the floor of the House of or mE_..Eq__n_s. Scs_ a_ﬁ the ﬁ.c _BE_ Enm. aﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂuggﬂ__ﬂsnisnw
work with Evergreen Resources, the primary lease- Representatives, William Gules of Vir- tion, to see whether an amend. MnB 155585 15 1t8 today’s pol
holder, to assure that the area’s environment and the guia cond d a relief measure for ment had been passed authorizing Lastly, 1t's today’ Ew :nnn..u who
Interests of surface property owners are protected fire vict 1t was the Cangress to spend maney on baulouts for 4 ay’s

But the property owners are not the only stakehold- Mﬁ&a nor the nght of Congress to “at- aurlines, prescnption drugs, education, 18Ve cntempt for the oﬂaﬁ

any congressman or pregident

ers in this matter The ownership interests of the state % what generoeity and humanty - Socal Secunty and thousands of smila; the Constitution’s letter and spurgt

as a whole should also be protected And that almost ot . S0 what the Constitution P g today's federal budget. 1 found {5 "oetion's letter

certainly rules out any lease buybacks In 1854, Presdent Franklin Piercsve-  Bemg ! reread the Const- ™~ Watter E. Wiliams 1s a professor ai
Abrogating the nghts of the state as a whole 1n favor toed & bill mtended to help the mentally tution and what Cangress mght - George Mason University at Fairfax, Va. Hes

of the interests of surface property owners would be i, “1 cannot find any authonty m  interpret as a blank check authanzatun, comy is distributed by Creators Syndi-

walking away from a potentially valuable resource the Constitution for public charity,” — (he “general welfare clause ® Then I cate inc., 6777 W Century Bivd., Suite 700,

owned by many to benefit a relative few dding that to app such ding 1nvestigated further to see what the Los Angeles, CA 80045; (310) 337-7003.

‘The umpact on the surface owners can and should be

minimized, but — 1n effect — giving them the wealth The Anchorage Times
below should not be seriously considered G TOM BRINNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKDNS, 264-8192, WILLIAN 1. Tomm, 264153 | Thovoso! Wnﬁ“ﬂ.ﬂi& R psed
It belongs to all Alaska Assocats edior JAN SINGTRE, 204107 PO B 10004, Acerag, A 99510+ FAX 907-2648190 | e e e, L Bl
L) g

torkal volca of the former Anchorage Times
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Pabhisher
A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

. It’s that happiest time of the year
mwﬂcﬁq Hm :HV By WILLIAM § TOBIN mew ﬁ»uﬁ;ﬁ.ﬁh;ﬁ»Wmﬂfnﬂhﬁ

SET YOUR CLOCK, start the

ITH ALL THE mundless violence in our commumnty %oﬁi”“ucﬂh MﬂEﬂ“waSwn

of late, our schools may offer a ray of hope ter officially begins And that, dear te Its new slogan. “North America’
The Anchorage School District 1s reporting student sus- frends, means that our days wall start ﬂa_?_e:ﬂ_ﬁ“s <89.Hﬁ
pensions 1n the first quarter of this school year are down 17 getting longer and that spnng 1s just prnted
percent, when compared to last year But the best news1s three months away So what that some

that the number of children suspended for fighting has plum- cold days and mights and probably a ton | -,

meted 55 percent, with the most impressive declines reported of snow are still on the agenda? There's

at muddle and hugh schools ﬂ.ﬂﬂ.&—ﬂnﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬁvﬁﬂ:ﬁ
Suspensons for fighting and assaults dropped from 429 1n m long hours arkness

the first quarter last year to 193 this year Drug and alcohol longer days ahead

ﬁ%%gﬁugfn—Bﬂagmwﬁo%ﬁnm_uig ' R n ¥
one thing, the Democratic Party on the national ward-winning dove act, and Tyler ees, all via the internet. The upshot, she hustory

- 1t be known that Washington's pnmary results would have ht- ﬂunhuo_w:wsnﬁbgswﬂi_man says same 500,000 new readers, all over ﬁm%w.aﬂﬂsvgﬁﬁm% €
tle to no effect on the nomination process For another, the Re- act of his own Don Russell, one of the US and Canada and now into Mex-
publcans said President W Bush would be the GOP Anchorage's top professinal magaans, 1o That reflects the change n focus for  William J Tobin i an editor of The An-

wvialations also dropped 13 percent below last year's level, THERE'S ANOTHER lind of that really opened up the area. Actually,
from 148 to 129 magic on the hanzon, too — the kand that Lu=
Supenntendent Carol Comeau credits teachers, counselors, comes when rabbits pop out of top hats, -
adminstrators and the Anchorage Police Department’s School M_wmmﬂﬂﬂn_m!nﬂ—s flowers, grea or drner.
HBQN-“ anmw.ﬂﬂmﬂd:r funded gmnmm“ 6 milion fderal change their spots [§ i Kids production  Tickets are available through Saturday Juliana Os-
W»M—-h vm.._prm_m i mm._:@-ﬁmusmiun FE».——EH&@E 1o hel nght before your eyes i n advance at Northwind Kites/Magic nchuk’s lovely piano music when ure”n
oﬁﬂommgvo ce officers 1n the schoo &eg p On tap The Alas Tk | Castle, 2794386, Over the Rambow toy on stage n a concert hall. And Juliana's
keep order and, more importantly, protect students 1s prov- Magic Kids, perform- [{8 il store, 5228184, My Gym, 222-0777,and warm smile, offstage and over a glass of
ing a good 1dea 10g at the Sow Goose | B the Magic Kids, 5221364 wine with frends
OFFICERS DID a great job in quickly and effectivel Theater at 717 S ’ ALSO ON THE holiday agenda WHILE TALKING about things
..:n::.namn;amﬁ_&:ﬁ__mn_sﬁiwsgégw Thurd Ave, ope The Oscar Anderson House Museu, at - we have, Vara Crews adds some items to
the potental to get out of hand because a large erowd had Fnday might, Dec. , pneym.mh EHEmE n_ahaw_.ﬁiu_?uno our bet of attracions we mss
gathered to egg on the combatants witha 7pm show [ . ovmsns..s.sa:.__:n_n» et o 8 e mﬁﬁnnﬁzg_ _BBB__u.—_ro_ uE._
Each high school has two officers assigned who also have The following Satur- 1. Your I a chance (o see how the Jonas Brothers wildbis showroarm an
responsibiliies in muddle and elementary schools It looks as ﬁsgﬂ?g% 1o Tesdents decorated their homes for Fifth Avenue downtown, the old
if they are having a positive umpact e pam. There ala sall bo o epe. Nolidays back in 1915 The cost 1s $3 for - Laurence Auditonum, and the Elks
Comeau says the schools have worked hard at conflict res- M.M.Eu.—u_w% at 11am _ﬂws? adults and $1 for chuldren  Down 1 course with sand greens, where the
olution, anti-bullying programs and presenting a united day, Dec. 29, with folks from youth service Homer, the Land's End resart 1s prepar- house now stands
front 1n not tolerating fighting It's having a positive effect, ncwes and culd care centers mvited to mg for a big New Year's Eve party,com-  APROPOS OF nothing as the last
Comeau says “Tb me, it 13 absolutely enhanang the teach- n.ahm nd on a “pay-what-you-can” basis plete with a gourmet champagne dinner - ¢wo weeks of the year arrive, please note
and | ens t, and that our pay vd:.!_ oged — as a way to prepare, no doubt, for that Seoul 1s now the largest aty in the
cheals aro naf o tanehine amd leamine.” che a6 Otherwise, show tickets are only brealang ground early in the New Year yuorid, with a population of 102 mullon, 1
teaching and learning, yB . chuldren, $5 for adults, and $10 for fam- for construction of 34 new, two-rom  8go Paulo, Brazil, claims second spot,
All 1n all, the first quarter numbers are more than en- hes guest suites and a whole new lobby for gﬂ—moﬂ,_._-&g followed by Bombay, In-
Congratulations to the teachers, staff, and by 4
couraging rs, staff, police THE MAGIC SHOWS over the the hotel dia, with 99 milion New York 18 the
admimistrators — and the lads themselves Chnistmas school holiday will feature  IN THE BIG world of the media, 11ith aty on the bist — but actu-
° g.mggg.wﬂ. Kay Cashman and the Petroleum News all No 1 when conside its
A “ Qc - formung individual routines and illu- are setting some kind of circulation urban area Let's be happy ﬂﬁ ht-
°° %00 GH_E”Q mons As an added attraction, there will record That's her assessment, at any tle of Anchorage
be two top young national magc head- rate, of a new sales uMmﬂB thathas  SUNDAY PUNDAY: King James
UST TO CLOSE the \ be that the Em:nn.w: clans .—% Zn..:.m_M._. wE:mam Spurﬂu.wm !nE.Mﬂ-.o—M—:%nﬂn a_..wn ouﬂu f.!-mﬁ..nwﬁo running _MM n—.ﬂ
5%“%?% has SSM_NU“”—B_ the stale’s Stage Contest last July in —bmrS..r vm..._d_m.:n— m:.-uu. and a number of big castle lawn. The of the r.:mm.aﬁr
sched residential prmary - gas The visiting stars are Matt gover to subscribe t0  finally fed up with 1t all, dethroned the
McArthur of Tucson, Anz, presenting  Petraleum News for each of its employ- Jong and freed all the ammals It was

nominee again next year, so why bother with a state pnmary? 15 the guiding force behind the Magic ~ the weekly tabloid newspaper Untllast chorage Times.
Irrelevant, in other words In the Senate at Olympa, the
vote was 25-22 to dump the election. In the House, the vote The Anchorage Times S E——
Sn_n%mn_a whole affaur was 84-7.And thus Washington will Editors Y0M BHENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Dally News Itis pubiished
save $6 million, the anticipated cost had the election gone Associate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 @ FAX. 907-264-8194 | under an agreement to presarve the separate edi-
forward * emal AnchTimes@alaska net tonal vorca of the former Anchorage Times
L922TFPRPOSC
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u....._.___.._ _h...._.n_. <°_..ﬁm c*. H“—.ﬂm ...—...m.smm WILLIAM . TOBIN

Semor editor
A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

GARDEN STATE GRAPPLES WITH . . .

Black bears | Electronic gaming could be win-win
EW JERSEY may have to redo its image Where a»_mwwuﬂn.ss@ww_nmnﬁd G| 1 | B |4
zgom:_nwngﬁmﬁgammﬁaim38=2%i8§ n&nﬂuﬂmﬁ maamwnv.n_sm«.:mnsv&m .

high-speed turnpikes and mobsters, the state now 1s having high.
problems with bears KTUU-TV, Channel 2, dd its own

That’s nght — just hike 1n Anchorage — bears are raiding unscientific poll and that one reflected
trash cans and getting into urban mschief Those are black that 56 percent favored EGMs We can
bears and not their larger cousmns the browns and gnzzhes splt hars all day long, but the bottom

or, as 1n the case of North Slope commumties, polar bears Line here 1s that Alaskans want moder- 7

The bear problem in the Garden State 1s a sign that much MWS«%E a way to resolve our o =1
of the nation 1s returning to wild conditions not seen 1n hun- 71
droda of yours Wit angoacale sgneuire s hngof b | ok oy, Eps have b ook o
past 1n many areas and trees growing that would once have and told that every 1dea was gomg to be
been cut for firewood, huge areas are returning to forests put on the table and be considered Our | —

AND WITH the return of forests come the wild crea- idea may raise $50 mullion to $100 mul-

tures that inhahit them, mcluding black bears The arumals _%hw”wﬂﬂwwwhnnﬁwﬁ Nﬂhﬂ:ﬁwﬂﬂ

are also through campsites, attaclang hvestock, ly” $30 mulhon
EEE«JEF&:&EERE Iask, since when 1s $30 nullion not a
The state recently scheduled a hunt and offered permuts, lot of money? Most of
but New Jersey hunters are expenenced mainly 1n stalking this opposition 15 Just
deer, pheasants and ducks They no longer know anything a smokescreen.

T THINK You SHOULD JUGT AVOID OO ALTOGETUER this YEAR...."

Just recently the Oregon lature It should also be noted that very ht-
raised the number of video al- tle pull-tab income goes to the state
lowed at vendor sites, and not because However, we do not object to pull-tab lo-

about bears so many of the permits went unclaimed Anchorageites the idea wasn't worlangwell cations having EGMs We've also rec-
Perhaps Alaska should send fish and game managers should be reminded Spealang of cnme, why doest’t An- ommended that 30 percent of EGM
g%sggggog.ig that the city could B chorage get nd of all the after-hour gam- Enegos.wnas.aug
see $5 million to $10 oo bling joints where, 1n some of these fund and the state get first count elec-
] containers, not storing dog food on porches and keeping mlhon each and ev- MSORN  places, the prostitutes and drug dealers  tromcally
bears away from bird feeders ery year brought in H hang out? Bringing gaming nto the  Some gay that business owners wall
by EGMs Other K s for some samiiang may act-  benefit unfairly Please be reminded
y : : ally create less crime 1n our town that the highly respected hospitality -
ostal WoOrkers Gommunities ani Some poliuaans have cred out that. Gustry un Alaska 1 the largst private
b _”_anh"» aska thewr home states down south have seen  employer 1n the state and adds much to
NE OF the minor muracles of the Chnistmas season ?.Laﬁﬂ“..fﬂ&g M_w...unw__wman_:vmcns.._ﬁ..?-_.vg the economy '
every year 1s that so many postal workers manage to Same of the money could go straight ° Mot of these states had therr e Vendor sites will provide the square
remain cheerful despite heavy workloads and goofy cus- to soaal programs and more police on of cnme and underground addiction gﬁﬂm&” ﬁ%ﬁ.
tomers the street. However, at the recently held  long before they had EGMs Ton0W 83y e cootae! But s Gk, et coote
A visitor to the Aurport Post Office the other night founda | Alaska Municipal League meeting 1n  that Alaska politics could be much hke Srory o s%._;s.su;_s._:_.:s;, woh
line of patrons trying to mail everything from large un- Nome, Assemblyman Dick Tremaine’s the pohtical graft and corruption back g&%sabse_:;n;&_ﬂn.
wrapped baxes of detergent and sacks of dog food to fully amendment shot down any chance of a home 1s ludicrous We know better nanaally broken nose to spite 1ts cost-
mounted mag wheels and tires nma_c..“n?snzﬁx_ﬁ :aﬂﬁa__._n E>§4ﬂ:§____ﬂ$§=ﬁﬁ_58 :&Smws L
In each the customers wanted to just slap mailing la- pation and closed-mund approach t- thinkang they will lose income due to
E_:&%stnsqﬁsﬂﬁ&%wamhaﬁs% ed 1n a deal breaker and los for all ofus  EGMs being too much competition for  The Pol shows mest ol the good far
the mail Surpnsingly most of the goodies were accepted as mﬂ...on_nnuz.m..gg_&u ..M..Ev. out- pull-tabs noaﬁa_oﬁ” 18 =c:n=a%n “”ru_n.r n_ou uﬂ..wn ¢ been
t Instead gl as the consumer usu- .
offered, though the postal clerks insisted that the tires be de- M”__._ngﬂu ne lets look to oth- ally 18 the one to benefit by 1t They up with 1deas This 18 cne serous
flated and a 50-pound sack of dog food be secured 1n a card- scare tactics, consideration CHARR would like to
er states that have this type of gamung  should be reminded that we have rec-
board box. Oregon, for nstance, has had EGMs for ommended that chanties get 30 percent  hear yours

Such a scene could have been a minor horror if everybody several and studies show - of the EGM monies Actually they will ™ Frank Dahi is past-president of Anchor-
were cranky But the postal workers maintamned their sense qﬁ%ﬁggiﬂﬂu be malang a lot more money than they ege Cabaret, Hotal and Restaurant Retall-

of humor, talked the customers through their maihng prob- assocated Naturally, 1solated cases are are currently Some people just don't ers (CHARR) and owner of Blues Contral ©
lems and cheered up those waiting in hne with therr own often touted want them to know it. Ll
lines of banter -

One clerk looked at a small child waiting for hus father, The Anchorage Times The Voo of the Times does nat reeesent e
put hs tongue in hus cheek and told the parents “We could * Eddors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Dally Naws. It s published
EESEEE—E%O—.:—@——OF&% Postage 18 Associate edrtor JAN SINGYKE, 264-8107 « P O Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 93510 » FAX 907-264-8194 under an agreement to preserve the separats edi-
cheaper than an airhne seat.” * emal AnchTimes@alasa net tortal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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SUPREME COURT RULING SUPPRESSES . . .

Free speech

HE U.S. SUPREME Court, which 18 making a halit
of showing its disdain for the Constitution by dabbling

with the latest legal fads, deaded Wednesday to abuse the
First Amendment

The court’s majonty ruled the national interest in wiping
out corruption, or even its appearance, justifies a more ex-
tensive role in the political process for government — even if
1t imuts free speech The ruling amounts to httle more than
the rankest do-goodism

The 300-page ruling on the so-called McCain-Fewngold
election financing reform law — more properly known as the
“Incumbent Protection Act ” — means government can ban
unregulated, uniimited donations to political parties, or “soft
money” that does not fall under hmts of indiidual contnibu-
tions

In the past, those funds were seen as pohtical free
speech and had been allowed as long as the money was
spent for get-out-the-vote efforts and party-bullding De-
tractors said such money was often targeted at specific po-
htical races

Perhaps even more astonishing was the court’s restricting
broadcast of “1ssue” ads by interest groups The justices pro-
hibited such ads from mentioning federal candidates’ names
1n their districts — a month prior to a pnmary election and
within two months of a general election

IN ESSENCE, the court majonty tied your pohtical
purse stnngs and hamstrung your ability to speak out before
an election Instead, 1t 1s handing that power to newspaper
&-T.MW. television news directers and the candidates them-
sel

“Thus 1s a sad day for the freedom of speech,” Justice An-
tonin Scaha lamented 1n his dissent “Who could have
wmagined that the same court which, within the past four
years, has sternly cdisapproved of restriction upon such in-
consequential forms of expression as virtual child pornag-
raphy, tobacco advertising, dissemination of Emmwmm nter-
cepted communications, and sexually expheit cable pro-
grammung, would smile with favor upon a law that cuts to
the heart of what the First Amendment 1s meant to pro-
tect the nght to cnticize the government "

In hus dissent, Justice Clarence Thomas worried that the
court's action portends Congress’ outnght regulation of the
press because, it, t00, 18 influential 1n elections Justice An-
thony M Kennedy, said in hus, “The court, upholding multr-
ple laws that suppress both spentaneous and concerted
speech, leaves us less free than before ”

As we continue our journey down the dark path to serf-
dom, losing one freedom here, ancther there, Justices John
Paul Stevens, Sandra Day O’Connor, David Souter, Ruth
Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer seem more than
pleased to serve as tour gudes

Time to take on animal rights bullies

By PAUL JENKINS -
>F.o.n%m»<=m=e<ﬂ. nE.....
Fnends of Ammals, wi threatened

an Alaska tounsm boycott more than a

decade ago 1n response to planned
vihs..pﬂn:.ud_. _unw_mcn that 18 L‘P%ll!f
ignonog the group tame around

The multamullion-dollar Connecticut-
based group formed in 1957 and headed
by Pnsalla Feral (can that possibly be
her real name?) 18 1n a smt over the
state’s plan to reduce the wolf popula-
tion by 40 1 a 1,700-square- area
near McGrath The aim 18 to improve
moose numbers in the area. There are,
by the way, perhaps as many as 11,000
wolves in Alaska

Feral, as she did before, 18 vowing a
tourism v_ﬂ.ﬂz and warns she 18
Mmsn:__um |-Ins” ...w New S-w._n. San
F 5 lorado Spnings
and in, of all places, Lansing, Mich.

Pardon me for wondening, but who
cares? So a bunch of nut jobs parade
around 1n wolf suits So what'

NO, WE DONT.
HAVE ANY MORE
IN THE BACK

- weakened by bone cancer to goon a There may come a day when Alaska
moose hunt, protested a ?EL Island wll have to rethunk its hunting regula-
1 subsistence walrus hunt, op) Na- tions for areas near growing rural
ve whale hunts and howled about commumties At some pownt, perha)

ves 1n Denal National Park. not everybody will be able, as m the
With all that, you'd think we take past, to jump on a snowmobile and

men and those who
want to experience
Alaska will see these
clowns and immeds-
ately plan tnps else-

where? The only peo- most of therr time Ths roar off to get a moase, predator con-
ple likely to feel any can be stupid almost trol or no predator control Gudes
effect from such a boy- In Canada, they oppose the spnng might feel the bite Non-residents
cott would be eco- {GiK . seal bunt In Ohuo, it's an ordmnance re- be barred
Y =

tourism operators B 4 animal control officers to pick up guy thinking ahead called last
whose clients probably Jenkins M.MHMMEENBE In Oregun, it’s a plan Week to suggest setting up a drawing
clude folks most to lall nwsance black bears In Connect ﬂ.u.ﬂ.—. gram for those regions, sum-
likely to share some of Feral's iews cut, it's pig racing to those already in place near An-

noem.nwu_nz:_._noimr—.v_aum?m .—M_Mw. 33235% ?-.n_ma—-onwnowbaonrun!waﬁ!_—mnonm.
heart, pretty much has told Feral and Ethucal Treatment of Amumals, another Mand outstnps game numbers
her organization to pound sand, that the bunch of wack-jobs Why? Well, PETA _.w.n_.:ps:s _h_an 58__.,_.“.”
state’s predator control program will suggested Burger King's vegme _M“mﬂ on n:Bn&ﬂw& £ Aot
tinue, boycott or no boycott, that it's mught not be such a bad Feral et Bw_u_é_umu—,iﬁrwu: — not Friends of Ani-
business as usual here al countered that because the burger that & or any other Qutaude
Feral (that simply cannot be her real Was cooked on the same gnll as meat L prunanly uses our state as a

ordered to pay, al with bole. n_—nva.us._q:r..aisﬁ..:ﬁaﬁ&:o. courage them and demeanus
¢ Gordon Haber, some $170,000 1 tive cycle of cows aror now, if Feral wants to boyoott
es to a trapper some years ago  These folks are never satsfied If they she needs to hear from this state
for releasing a ive wolf from a spare were not nled up about wolves, it would Bringiton
They voaferously have gone after the be bears, or beavers or garden slugs This .
Iditarod Trai) Sled Dog Race, attacked 1s, after all, how they make their ving; ~ Paul Jenkin is an editor of The Anchorage
Make-A-Wish for arranging for a chuld  playing the suckers for, well, suckers Times.
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BNIMAL RIGHTS-LED BOYCOTT WILL HURT . . .

Eco-tourism

-H, HE ANIMAL RIGHTS group Friends of Amumals s
threatening Alaska with a national tounsm boycott if
the aenal wolf control program goes ahead

Such a boycott mught occur and could be expensive for
Alaska’s tounsm industry, but the wrony 1s that the people it
would hurt most here would be those most likely to support
or sympathize with their cause

Visitors who come here to hunt and fish would almost cer-
tainly come anyway — and could even be encouraged by
publiaty about wolves, moose, canbou and small air-
planes— but those most bikely to stay away are the eco-
tounsts

An animal-nghts led boycott would keep business away
from those who guide kayak tnps and offer whale watching,
bear watching, bird watching and the rest. Not all eco-tounism
operators sympathize with the ammal-nghts groups, of course,
but the “nan-consumptive” visitors that are the core of theirr
market are the anes most likely to heed the call to stay away

Don't expect Friends of Ammals to cancel their boycott in
deference to their human fnends, that's not the way they do

What a guy

O N TUESDAY, Al Gore endorsed Democratic presiden-
tial candidate Howard Dean wathout first calling to give
hus former running mate Joe Lieberman a courtesy heads-
up

Yet earlier in the campaign former vice-presidential cands-
date Lieberman held off on announang his own candidacy
for president until he was sure Al Gore would not be runming
for the job again

That confirms what millions of Amencans have thought
for years — that Al Gore 15 a jerk.

C E.u.._u.. s

By ELISE PATROTAK

“Ship shding away, slip sliding away
You know, the nearer your destination, Wﬂﬂﬂw
the more you slip shding away ” mﬂw,

When Simon and Garfunkel first sang | paes,
these words to my generation, the dest- | Ve WeST NLe VIRUS .
nation seemed very far away Now, 30
years _ws.._._ae-r Mw.h.cnv It's not that .W«m«ﬁ
we're not slip s} anymore, 1t's just
that our destination 15 much, much closer %.2 Wae

I'went to see Simon and Garfunkelin | Uy
concert a week ago It was quite a blast
from the For many owﬁ. if there
was a %%.w_ﬂrm
as we looked to the future, it was “plas-
tics” and all the horror that word held
for both Benjamun and us And of all the
songs that truly spoke to us, certanly
among the top 10 are two from
The Graduate, “The Sounds of Silence”
and “Mrs Robinson™

Oan.“w..“_uoau to 3=SJN~ _.2“.5 the s
'60s and '70s were mnewitable For n-
stance, at a tme when everyone in the With some of the from hus Grace- our col graduation She's long since
hall would have once ficked on a ighter land album, which claimed would divorced left lum nght after
to symbolize peace, at have brought the crowd to its feet out that acd was his vocation, not hus av-

ﬁ Koo

this concert only 1)ust figured that in a cowd with the ocation I amved on the East Coast to
T : dangerous unless their were churoprac- %EE with me but re-
ay

Blasts from past cause for pause

word for our generation

about three lighters A average age | was estimating for us, find an e-mail waiting for me from a per-
appeared € brealking out mnto rock music could be son who had actually anly gone through
My first reaction

when they were : tors and cardiologists standing by wn the me and gone to the trou-
Eo:!vﬂ.aig. B B.W , wings Ea&rE?A&Ev.ﬂEME.g ble of finding out my e-maul address

der how those people [“GiTaali ple there had obviously been brought by It seems we are starting to feel the
got through secunity d therr grandparents, not their parents passing years and just how many there
with them and then to It was a funny ume for me to atend have been and need to reach out to

wonder if the fire mar- this concert The past few years have those who shared them with us It's as
shal would coming Patkotak seen the reappearance in my life of though they provide some assurance to

running up to them fnends from my dim and distant past — us that for so long as our past 18 stll

and extingush them 1n a blast of pow- people who were just struck by the .m- around, there must be a future too. It
der But mostly I was concerned that pulse to contact me and managed to find Eﬂ&mgggsﬁga
they were probably people whowere stll a way to do so A fnend from New York 18 nonetheless

smoking — and not the fun stuff of my City appeared after a 20-year absence, a As Simon and Garfunkel sang 1n
past but that hard-core tobacco stuff friend from the old neighborhood after “The Boxer,”

Somewhere 1n the beganning of the more than 30 . “Now the years are rolling by me,
concert, the Everly Brothers made an Rught before I left Anchorage to trav- they are rockin’ even me
appearance and sang a few songs el east, a college friend contacted me af- “I am older than I once was, and
That'’s when the vancose veins 1n my ter hearing about me from a pubhc younger than I'll be, that’s not unusual
legs seemed to pop out with renewed health nurse who had worked m Bar- ~ “Nor 1t 1sn't strange, after changes
vigor and enthusiasm It's sumply no fun row Thus finend, Nancy, had asked the upon changes, we are more or less the
to suddenly feel your age nurse 1if she ever heard of anyone game "

My sister saud that the concert wasn't named Elise Serem since the last tume
like most that she attended in that 1t Nancy had heard about me I had been ~ Elise Patkotak, an Anchorage free-lance
never really got to rocking While admut-  heading to Alaska She eventually found Writer and author of Paraliel Logic, a hu-
ting that Art Garfunkel stll had a mag- me through the Internet. morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-
éngﬁ.%ém.enwmveug:ﬁp I'd last seen Nancy when | visited her 7oW, lives in Anchorage and owns Precious
Paul Sumon wasn't alk to cut loose and her new husband just months after €argo Ltd, a writi
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MEDIR GRINCHES IGNORE . . .

Z ° . ﬂ |
Good news mﬁhw&rmﬁ jus around the bend

I think my dog1s nm!.mﬂ..w_
OU MIGHT want to take some of those bad-news sto- | | He acts luke he doesn’s bike me 1

ries out of Iraq with a grain of salt, 1f not more Someof | guee on poliics long ago And besides, 1
them are pure media hype control the biscutt jar; how could he not
Many news reporters tend to think that the only real like me?
news 1s bad news, so they are constantly on the prowl for It's not that I'm slow about feeding e
Just that In the process they 1gnore 99 percent of the overall him the treats In fact he 1s guining [N

t, which is another
picture, most of which tends to be what the average person %:» pima mM.u and o

would consider good news
It's dufficult to know what’s actually happening in that dis- nﬁ:im_ﬁwﬁ._nhm_nw.uﬂﬂa n mﬁviw@uw..ﬁmchﬁ

tant land without being there, but enough does filter off by hamself and hut the sack while
gn:ﬂms&&:&ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂﬂ%@?:%ga E».EE - m,.«.e.mmb_w_ﬁ&_ﬁgs_?.
can ps are accomp! great and many Iraqis s100 In Ving room -

appreciate them And the other day I tried to take hum
The media tendency to find an ounce of bad news m a ton for a walk when 1t was 12 below zero
of good showed itself in some coverage of the Thanksgving He gave me a rude gesture that I ddn't

dogs knew about Thus despite the
visit to Baghdad by President George Bush. fact that I always put booties on hum

MOST OF the early coverage focused on the dehghted when 1t’s cold They’re mismatched
response of the Amencan troops whose hands the president g:ﬁ.wf»ﬂ“ﬁﬂﬂ_wﬁ MM”. off the
B e s S b o | i e e
managed to find a few 1s who were wilhing to say they 3 '
were offended by the fact that the president visted only hus | 112 the reason nobody likes anybody :
troops and didn't stop by to see any Iraqis this time of year, ex- \ The days from mid-December on course For pesmmusts it's always win-
The reporters didn't mention how difficult secunty would cept for those relent- WY don’t count as real winter because ter In December it's dark all the time
have been for such a visit — especially since 1t would have lessly cheery people Beesiil] Chnstmas 1s comung and even normal for them and in summer the light keeps
r—ur.b be gcnoﬁogh though ia__wrha non_.—_.... have any who would smule, RN wmov_m Waw__ﬂar%:uﬂ“bnww-g ﬂnﬂn them niuw.mﬂo mght There 18 no pleas-
1s on our e-mad or Chnistmas card to tell us for laugh and pass out |8 ays or nof 0 ew ing those folks — ever
sure, we suspect most Iraq cihizens were just debghted that chocolate-chup coolaes [l A Mm”w mwwm:mm mm.hn.. Bowl, wn w_—namw The dog 15 at a disadvantage at this
our president was able to visit their country, however briefly while waiting 1n hine : ezvous e Iditarod — time of year because he can't get out
S0 take the bad news fom Iraq with a graun af slt ot the | outsde the Gaes o B oo con o oo one nght e e  siung, skatung, snowmotnlng o ice-
S , each wf e sun “ "
very least Mty i wantod o S oy and the days growng o 08 ke peape can to hoce theny
mm.-‘:m.— ~ H H buy the dog one of BrenNan esﬁhﬂ_nccm_ Eﬁwﬁgﬁ downlull slaung with me, but the only
”“ﬂ = mqwm m those SAD Lghts that are supposed to  ter, even gnnches ke me consuder it the {0ur-legged ammals allowed on the
mprove your mood when the mght 1520 first day of ychological gprng For at chairlifts are the avalanche dogs, the
T Nikon Ty . promomg velopoeon s aem | G e i i sk s slorg et o woe Deforehand o o for. 25 ncs . iy Gorman sheieda
1S a pro lopment acon- p unng toit as A tume -
trast to soa%sm.wgmnma between oE_w% and other the bnef :Hﬁ_; m_eﬂwzn atall w.ﬁ Ire- N_s._ﬂsrm_.ﬁu.dwb .h.aq p“u the Ssv ﬂﬂhmo_rwu Eg_w._:.,a nww
parts of the United States munded t she already gave hum a  days start getting longer And theyll Would sti ke a muldly tul
; m:aﬂ.m%:ro: have much in comman and a mutual n nﬂmMm_WrEum MM rﬂg - Marwuoi.%ﬁ ' ”n%ﬁmh%::ﬂ.ﬁnﬂﬂhﬂ-ﬁgmﬁﬁa b w:%”wﬂw_: Just have to do the same
interest 10 many economic growth projects like construction of I've told hum nctto worry, Gt peycho- on the Kenat Pemsa, - *  thing the tont of e hesse s e
Wmﬁm?%ﬂ:ﬁwmoagnz:gmagsnﬁnwﬁ%;”# logical winter 15 almost over, even though By about Jan. 10 the days wall become this time of year — keep counting the
ion Alaska Ranlroad to tie up wa te true winter doesn't technueally start until  noticeably longer, not _o.ﬁmm-s:wv or days until they get start getting langer
ulon Raulroad, improve High - bght enough to break cut the suntan really so0n,
Mgngmgﬁmgﬁﬁ%mwﬁngiﬁmig ﬁhu&?.hg%%% ys ggrw:_“nﬁ_ﬁpwﬂaﬁﬂwgw M.#nﬁo&:ﬁ“&guﬁn st least for
Both Alaska and the Yukon Terntory will be worlang with start to get senously shorter and peaksn  al depression should be almost entrely wdtor oT
theur federal governments on projects of such mutual mterest _w__ﬂna-_.iuﬁ_p_s ..Ewﬂ: Decemb nauqﬂ&zs.san:“—ﬁﬁﬁﬁcgw paom Brennan ls an of The An-
Where the relationship mught lead 1s hard to predict, but w never s applies only to op , ol =
Gov Frank Murkowski and Yukon Premier Denmis Fentie
are already working on a summut 1n Juneau this winter with The ?ﬂfo-.mma Times The Ve of the Times does not represent the
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Healthy forests Democrat Dean goes delusional

PRESIDENT SIGNS BILL FOR . . .

Diane Rehm. “Why do you think he > h
[ HE HEALTHY FORESTS [rutiative signed by TBuen] 1 suppressing that [Sept. 11] re-
President George W Bush last Wednesday con- Howard Dean. “ don't know There
tained important protection against forest fires for are many theones about it The most in-
Southcentral Alaska terestung theory that I've heard so fur — |

The 1tiative 1s axmed at improving forest health and which 15 nothing more than a theory, 1t
reducing fire hazards on public lands, espectally near can't be proved — 1s that he was wamed
communities Though the president’s onginal plan ahead em-_uﬂ_msrwau_s wﬂ:n.u Now who
called for selective cutting on public lands in much of F—el:m...%sm Dionc zm.—.E mﬂ.q..w " NPR,
the West, environmentahist complaints prompted Dec 1 ' "

M___,_.._em”umm to hmut the areas where remedial work will be It has been 25 w.ﬂ_mo .n»ﬁ . B i

The final bull also calls for expedited court decisions & psychua o ¢ syndrome (for the record - incudent, b » 18 that heretofore no - Syndrome (MDS), in which otherwise
on the wnevitable green appeals attempting to block for- Psychuatry, November 1978), M:_ n the “ﬂaﬁﬁﬁz& in Vermont, or %%&.ﬂ mEEM.«oBﬂn__h-
est fire fuel reduction projects wntenm [ haven't been looking for new Moreover, Dean 15 smart. Untl clever Austrahan. '

One measure that made 1t into the final bill was a ones But it's ime to don the white coat 0 g0 _cm..nanu,h“w.. Syndrome  Chns Matthews “Would you break
provision to remove dead trees 1n this area that were again A plague 1s abroad in the land (BDS) had generally struck people with  up Fax™
lulled by the years-long spruce bark beetle infestation Bush Derang t Synd the p, ly comyp i ntellectual m-  Howard Dean “On ideological
The Southcentral measure was advanced and shepherd- acute onset of paranoia i otherwise mune systems Hence its prevalence in  grounds, absolutely yes, but I dan't
ed through the legislative process by Sen Lisa normal peaple in reaction to the policies, Hollywood. Barbra Streisand, for exam- Wwant to answer w I would break
Murkowska the presidency — nay — the very ems- ple, wrote her famous September 2002 up Foxornot.  What Fm to do

tence of George W Bush. memo to Dick Gephardt warning that the 18 appoint people to the FCC that be-

Such pro-active protection 1s long overdue The prob- Now. I t testify to Howard leve d depends on pettng 1n-
lem of forests choked with explosive fuels was caused by ow, | cannot testily to Howard  presdent was dragging us toward war to ? of t

Dean'’s samity before thus campaign, but  satsfy, among the usual corporate male- farmation from all portions of the politi-
decades of aggressive firefighting in areas where occa- five terms as governor by a man withno  factors who “clearly have much to gan If cal spectrum, not just one ”
sional wildfires once kept them thinned and healthy visible tics and no hislory of nvoluntary we go to war against Iraq” the loggngn- ~ Some chucians consider thus delu-
confinement 15 pretly good evidence of a dustry — tumber being a major mndustry s1on — that Americans can get their

FIGHTING SUCH fires has a very large downside normal mental status When he avers, n a country that is two-thards desert. news from anly ane part of the pohtical
because 1t results in thick and dry undergrowth that can however, that “the most wnteresting” [t 15 true that BDS has struck some Spectrum — the gravest of all They re-
become extremely dangerous when fires go out of con- theory as to why the president 1s “sup- pretty smart guys — Bull Moyers ranting  Port that no matter how many times
trol, as they often do 1n such areas mnnuu_ans the Sept 11 report 1s that ghout a “nght-wing wrecking crew” en- Sufferers in padded cells are ted

: ush knew about Sepl 11'1n advance, gaged in “a deliberate, intentional de- With flash cards wath the ABC,

The nsk was dramatically demonstrated here 1n 1996 1t's tume to check on th ppl - of the Unuted States way of gov- NBC, CBS, CNN, ' NPR, PBS,
when the Miller's Reach blaze scorched 37,000 acres When Rep Cynthia McKinney, D- New York cal Time, Newsweek, New York Times,

p Cyn nney, ermng” and Times colummst .
and destroyed 400 homes, cabins and other buldings Ga, first broached this 1dea before the Paul Krugman, whose recent book at- Washington Post, LA. Times — they re-
and 1n Cahfornia this fall when raging fires took 22 2002 pnmary electzan, it was considered tacks the president so virulently that mMAlh unresponsive, some 1n a termfying
lives, destroyed more than 3,600 homes and scorched 80 nutty 1t helped make her former rep- Krugman's Bntish publisher saw it to near-catatonic torpor
750,000 acres resentative McKinney Today the Demo-  adomn the cover wath images of Vice Prea- wcmu_hmu_ﬂn _.Ehm E.—ﬁﬂnﬁ&” 18 -Enm..-ﬂ

Environmentalsts argue against cutting Lrees for fire cratic Eh:&.%w%ﬁ..::ﬁ % Nﬂf%:ﬂr_.ﬁq % Bnnna__n-hu R that cure Your do-
protection or any other reason They claim that fuels re- umcs United States was tipped off about  Nonetheless, some observers took nation to the BDS Foundation, no mat-
duction opens the way for commeraial logging But 9/11 by the Saudss, and 1t goes unno-  that to be satire, others wrote off Moyers Ler how small, can help Mailing ad-
Murkowski counters that the Healthy Forests Restora- ticed The virus 1s spreading and Krugman as sumple aberrations, 4ress Rep zw..._mnnm C J
tion Act will save people from the “human tragedy asso- It 15, of course, epidemic 1n New the vichms of too many years of neuro- 25... ross U..o ‘Just paych-
aated with wildfires — the heartbreak of losing one’s York's Upper West Side and the tomer logically hazardous punditry a .ﬂ”ﬂ; Egﬁ&cﬂag
home and possessions, the economic losses, and the dan- parts of Los Angeles, where the very  That's what has researchers so 2mount 2
gers that wildfircs pose to  waldland firefighters ” sight of the president — suy. smiling alarmed about Dean He had nane of [or 2 marmed anuyle)

The risk of disastrous fires in Southcentral Alaska n:.wwv.o.:_unmﬂ ..ﬂ.«a.m mess rm__ﬂ:m eu_.hm fora and has no detectabl coksmn for the Was-
during the spring and summer dry season remains high caused dozens o_w cases of apoplexy in  sense of humor Even worse 15 the fact ington Post. His column is distnbuted by
Area residents should not have to depend on luck and otherwise healthy adults t 18 wor- that he 15 now symptoms of a ~ the Washington Post Writers Group. ©
favorable weather on avoidable risks that could kill peo- rying epidemologusts about the Dean related illness, Murdoch Derangement Copyright 2003 The Washington Post Co.
ple and destroy property ry

It’s time to get on with removing dangerous dead The gn——cgmn Times The Vaice of the Times does not represent the
trees and thinning combustible undergrowth that Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264 8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8193 | views of the Anchoraga Dady News fLis published
threaten Alaska commumnties Doing so will protect the Associate editor JAN SINGVEE 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 @ FAX 907-264-8194 | under an agresment to presarve the separals edi-
public and improve the health of our forests  email Anchimes@alaska net tonal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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P Wolf wars about more than wolves
Show colors o SRR ,

have nothing wolves Nothing 1
VER WONDER why at least seven members of An- JEE,
m chorage’s 11-member Assembly are liberals? And this 1n gﬂﬁn—.—%ﬁwg . nm“..u _.mﬂ.hw%
a community that 1s largely conservative? one [n fact — and [ usually don't share
Blame the nonpartisan elections called for under the mu- this until about dnnk No alsnmﬂn
ruaipality’s home rule charter in effect since 1975 Nonparti- “_-muﬂ%ownn .w. M.o_n».. onu«._mﬂﬂnnm»%m o
san elections are a nice idea and made good sense 1n years blonde babes haulhing Heinekens to
past when the politics of most candidates were well known. thewr grandma’s house I think I may
But the system has outhved its usefulness have come toa bad end But [ r
We hesitate to suggest changes to a charter that has i%ﬁ.ﬂ&nﬁ:auﬂﬁc_n.%ﬂs« L
served the community for 28 years, but an obsolete system of wolf numbers 1n a 2,200-square-mile

18 very much a real problem when candidates can run for area near McGrath, are malang head-
and get elected to office without declaring a political phios- rn”ocw%hu.swuﬂuﬂ_ Mﬂnﬁ.ﬁmﬁ—ﬂﬁ
aphy In fact, many get elected without showing their true usual, to boycott Alaska tounsm if the
colors at all program 18 not shelved — hurting, in

Candidates in a nonpartisan election can claim to be all their zealotry, those who had 0o part n 4,01, rgamung the state (The wolves, should go to Buckland nght now and

things to all people and generally get away with it They can the decsion to reduce aﬁv.:&%«.&ﬁgg Wecan you can see them across the nver, hun-
sound conservative to conservative audiences and hiberal to the wolf population. talk about them later) a - ﬁ:& down wuting for darkness They
those who lean 1n that direction Or they can use smoke and n—.urnmcmo..:mmﬂwﬂ mﬁéﬁa that would leave Ew. come across and eat the M__.v.v_.ﬁ and
murrors to make themselves look good to almost everybody round 1n the endless they catch A day wll come

, nobody 18 anyd
; irbgggownsé% irg.ﬂag_qﬂmmpgm&ogg
aw From the start, it was planned that the to school — you just wat and see
I¥| McGrath hunt would involve only 0 38 _n-.u._auMoﬁa... happen.”
1 percent of the state’s land and target, at iogg_wrﬁmvms , but of
most, about 0 53 percent of its wolves not, you can bet some would «S.M—M

but provide no useful information about what direction they bout over predator

will %Mﬂ% :mmaom : hat they control ,.m_& Zw.ﬂrno i
These days, the voters rarely know what are getting Folks in rath sa :

when they choose a candidate And since Assembly debate they harvest up to

and decisions almoest never get the kind of public attention m_wouw%Zm year 1n 3 _ It easy to understand the wackos' culling m Eagle River Valley, sa

gwen the acavities of the mayor and other high-profile pohti- | 172,019 kot need with Porcupines, entters have the nght to eat

aans, average aitizens know little about what 15 being done more The state yust SSNKINS pikas and garden slugs do not fire the Read “Littlc Red Riding Hood,” they'd

on their behalf even when the candidates are in office coughed up more than $100,000 to re- 7o ciﬂ.:nrsﬁ_—.._n@“ fitten bank ac- E«_.rsn _5:89_._2925 all, her mrm_..r-p
Such a charter change should not be made hightly — and move 78 black bears and ame brown $0°" oy w_.n_.uaEur sn_rn_:uh por 4 o contral u:.nqam _._oh_.hn&ﬂ_mﬂ. the

given the poliical realities may be all but impossible to pull bears from the area (without much m nﬁ«ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁg to tap those fat check-  McGrath area but 1f the judge shuts

off — but 1t's tume for the discussion to begin the way of protests, you may note), and o\ Neg, Hampshire, Connecticut down the effort today because of

m,orﬂnw_amu&%ﬁnmroc_armaacﬁmsgnsﬁg n_m_ ..E_ .x_ g:a.__oﬁ e:...n _n‘o:n _n_ um. Eg: E%ES:SEE«E».!«F;E%..B%%!E
colors before they are elected. anE.m_m 2bout 40 wolves in s zo_cBE:.nmvEusn@ be in
second step e For many who rarely encounter _ That’s been the wackos aim all

. 0
wolves while motonng over the river and  along, I suspect — to never actually find
Recipe for disaster |  eimmiommm purimminesl wy oy b
proved because the bears were taken for a , the wild's primal, dark essence, trol increased hunting opportunities
N CASE YOU are wavering in your conviction that the mnn:ﬁ asked mu.g .QM.»:» .—.im-w n: ood-chulling soul, Bn.mzum. 4 ﬂunhaﬂw nﬁwﬁﬁghaﬂoeﬁ—wihﬁa%
world 18 going insane, consider this Canadian judges soon Ga Egﬁ_ﬁ, n..n_uips m_.B._ ﬂ__ u«..uuwu through the falling shadows 1 able? What could they say then? The

will be enforang Islamic law 1n disputes between Mushms t an eternal hunt In their view, y of such a must be
WorldNetDauly reports that Muslims must submut to Is- ﬁwﬂ“ “Mﬂa_zmhﬂ m—uﬂlsw.wz Mu.._ﬁ_. © wolves, without the promuse of them for- m..am____,. 2.5% Sm tell us r—.wstme:_n% mnw
lamic law, called Shana, but are excused in nations where No matter her ruling this week, the ever, Denahi might aswellbe Detroit. -3¢ wwma:bszw 1t would put an end
they are a minonty under a non-Mushm government Wolf Wars will rage on At thewr very _ In that, thoy may be nght, but others PR 10 they so dearly love No, no,
The Internct news report, ating the “Canadian Law core are power E.%__us.én  the wack. what w.mw:ﬁ o %ﬁﬂnﬁw 100, not the howl of the wolt. '
Times,” says Canada 1s warking to set up a system where o6 Ak woutd 0t Yo Alaskn withour  whose numbers can get out of hand It's more Like the Kacheeng! of a cash
cases “will be decided by a Mushim arbitrator, but the local wolves, and bears and crazies, ch my  “I wonder how many actvists have B0
secular Canadian court wall be the enforcer” for that nation’s Nobody 1n their nght mind wants to ever seen a real wolf” John Jameson of  Paul Jenkins is an editor of The Anchor-
1 mllion Mushms whack all 7,500 to 9,000 to 11,000 of Ambler asks 1n a recent letter “They 990 Times.
You have to wonder how a nation that polices speech, and -
enforces multiculturalism and political correctness as reh- The gﬁ—-@—.ﬂma Times The Voice of the Times does not represent the
gions, can long endure — even without the burden of legal Editors 0M BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLUAM | TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Daly News 1t s publshed
systems for different cultures and religions Assoclats ector JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 + P 0 Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 ¢ FAX 907-264-8194 | under an agreement  pesve e sepersts ed-

1t 15 another ingredient in Canada’s reape for disaster * emall AnchTimes@alaska net tortz} vowce of the former Anchorage Times.
[ e e S e e e S
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VR TR Fund change would ease finances
Success story i A e gt e

b Qn<w=n a ER_ for 95_%5« it o:EUPE no need for a state individual income

OZHO%?&EEN%E&EE?%EEE 15 It will be interesting but 1t 1 up to tax ar state sales tax

the People Mover bus system Legsl - The co-chaurman of the state House
Started up in 1974 after a vote of the people the previous N.wn.nnswﬁasngsgv: t

to pohtical correctness and seemed to be used largely by n=3._ %hﬁ%ﬁﬁw”“ _MM”

greens for tnps too long for their bicycles In the early days,
the sight of mostly empty buses caused many of our more M_n_ bu n.ﬂ&!vx“m any laws affecting

practical atizens to gnit their teeth Earher this year, the governor’s bud-

TPIES
¥ -
YL
P ) Finance Commuttee, Bill Wilhams, R-
. year, 9:” Es—ﬁgmﬁ carry about 3 4 .M.b:Sﬁ vﬂﬂ“ﬂﬁ. Eaaﬁn noﬁﬂ%hn has wwn.m noi—n%__n_m: D i
gers ut 12,000 passengers nde t he can introduce a budget an - qw
eson 17 %Mﬂdun routes percay 1slation and can veto actions of the Leg- .lm...
1
|~

i
. Saxman (and a candidate for the state
& Senate) proposed last year a d:fferent -
: uvrnewnmﬂ.nmvau:ns tion from the Per-
wslature He also doesn't have to \ t percent to dvidend

The system was once considered an expensive concession ve to spend e ” 40 percent to state operations and 20
; percent to finance the capital construc-

7’ tion budget
If that 20 percent financed general
\ ra.» &r«:ﬂggggwﬁa.ﬂm&ﬂu

- A

But nowadays, the People Mover 1s more heavily used get drafters hinted at cuts of up to $250 . of dollars 1n schools, chnics, highways,
and promoted as a work force delivery system, carrying peo- mullion 1 order to avoid withdrawing ferries, power grids, natural gas
ple to work who either don't have cars or are unable to dnve more than $400 million from the Consta . nvn_.uﬂnunonﬁ infrastructure could
for some reason m.._ws_..._w_ w_.._nwp:%mumln. tw..uo—.... runs | “Mother sent us each a Christmas card %ME_.. to g&-ﬂéﬁ.‘sp ﬂB«M

revenue and spending don't soon Jobs duning r construction an

The system isn' cheap Its operating 18 more than match Fund based on the market value of the more revenue for the state, including

$17 mullion and the cost 1s heavily subst The total in- Fortunately, the w e of o1l has fund rather than on annual cash eam- corporate income tax from construction

cludes passenger fares of about $2 5 mulkion, federal support of stayed near $30 a barre} mmes_ﬁv? ings It's the system used by the Univer- comparues and thewr supphiers

o maniges Tl Sovns Archorogt vt e | s Sl (N | el G o T e Ty sl
scems to e blling a logiamate nead and doing 1t rother well. | year Evernor ot | T percent stays 1 the fund for wnflaion [2p2 % S Caoal income e o sate

. ./, + proofing and growth To guard against

il | occasional years when a trust fund Alaskans will have a chance to vote
SUER  earns less than 8 percent, the payout 1s  on changing management of the Perma-
H ) based on the average fund value over Dent Fund to a percent of market value
income tax He sug: w)hiams five years Lawmakers have before them legislation

1deas for increasing

Open meetings e

HE ALASKA Natural Gas Development Authonty'’s gested a seasonal Alaska offering the plan as an amendment to ,
w.—.agaagssguﬂgamomﬁﬁag sales tax, a fee for viewing Alaska game, LA o it priiroard Ao the consitubon. 1. ample fcalpla,
from the state’s open meeting and purchasing laws . n‘-r_m.namﬁw&—_%s %Fﬂ&h.nﬁhuu& year average value of the fund at $275 1ot complex hke the 1dea 83 percent of

We think that 15 a dangerous step that should be taken So the governor vetoed money for Dillion (They are a Little conservative Alaskans reected several years ago
with utmost care the semors’ longevity bonuses and cut  Eorlier this year, they projected the ra._d show n_ﬂls .-:S:ﬁ.s Alaskans

The gas authority, established by voters, 1s seelang to funds for power nterties Those and Market value of the fund at $25 L bilhon ?Hﬂﬁ&wﬂhﬁiﬁ“ﬁﬂ whnwn
build a $12 bilhon project that would move natural gas from other cuts gained the attention of 0extJune 30 The fund valus wentover Hoco nght now along SESE._».
the North Slope to Valdez for hquification and transport to Alasicans, who should b tellng thexr $261 bilion last Tueoday It reported £ tale nght now along wnth nfla-
market lawmakers to get busy It doesn't do to daly at www apfc org) lawmakers should pass legislaton guar-

‘T personally believe the (open-meetings law) 1s a sigmifi- challenge M la on budget cuts If  If the percent of market s._S_i:mn.. teeing the of the 5 percent
cant impediment to what we are domng,” said Chaxrman he says he will do t, he means it into effect, 5 percent of that $27 5 from the fund that will go into dvidends

are dong,” sau A well-publiazed plan offered to the Would provide $1 375 billion for dvi- | o the the con-
Andy Warwick 1n a “Petroleum News” story by Larry Persil- governar, .'hm |lawmakers and the le dends and state spending Using one 1n the event the voters approve the con-
ly Warwick also sa:d state purchasing laws could slow the of Alaslca by the trustees of the Alaska half of that for dividends means $1,145 5 ol of
authonty’s work. Permanent Fund solves the problem until for each of the 600,000 reapents, com- "G, 0 4 cament to vote

The open-meetings law ensures adequate public notice of d development, boosted with the most recent didend of
state boards’ meetings, and generally keeps them open to by frastructure upgrade, pays off 1,107 56 Low Wilkams Jr s a retired publisher of
the public. State purchasing laws ensure accountability and The trustees propose w»«:ﬁ divi- _ The other half of the $1 375 bullon, or the Ketchikan _wa.-__.__‘-u.ct- His e-mall Is
far dealings Their provisions may be a stumbling block n dends from the Alaska Permanent $687,500,000, would ehmnate the need ™%
the private sector, but the authonty 18 not a private entity .

We believe that changing those laws simply because they The Anchorage Times The Voice of the Times does not represent the
are an inconvemence may not be the best public policy dea- Eddors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264-8193 wiews of the Anchorage Dally News [t 15 published
s10n, and 1t certainly 18 not a change aimed at promoting Associats edrtor JAN SINGYKE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX. 907-264-8194 | under an agreement to preserve the separate edi-
pubhe confidence » e-mail AnchTimes@alaska net torial vorce of the former Anchorage Times
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Check m-.n..__umna

S ALASKA'S free-money program bringing people

here who wouldn't ordinarily come?

If so, who are they?

Are Permanent Fund dividend checks bringing hard-
working people from other states and nations, people
who stay and make a valuable contnbution to the com-
mumty?

Or are the newcomers perhaps freeloaders who take
their dindend checks, apply for all possible welfare pro-
grams and become a burden on society?

The truth undoubtedly hes somewhere in between,
but the possibility 53. ..——m free-money program may be
having such 18 very real in-
deed If 1t 1s, Alaska’s decision-makers need to know
that

With the dividend program as a financial base and
supplemented by vanous welfare payments, freeloaders
with a passle of kids could easily draw enough money to
approach or exceed the income of a hard-working person
1IN a mumumum-wage job

Since the dividend program drives many public policy
decisions, developing a quantifiable measure of such 1m-
pacts should be a very high research prionty

‘Who should do that research and how 18 another
question But with a sizable state university, numerous
private educational institutions and capable pnvate re-
search groups to choose from, funding such research
seems a logical step in the nght direction

The next legislative session may want to make such a
study a prionty

First things last

N ITS REFUSAL to act on a national energy bill, a

Democratic-led bloc in the U S Senate once more put
politics above need

Why? Many explanations are offered, most of which
can be dismussed as pohtical rhetornic

The real reason, everyone agrees, 1s that the
Democrats — intent on winning back the White House
1n next year's general election — are determuned not to
gwe President George W Bush the opportunity to claxm
victory with the passage of a significant piece of legisla-
tion

The political chimate, bad now, will be even worse
next year as election campaigning begins to boul over

Energy bill? Politics comes first in the Senate

And here’s mud 1n your eye, America

By ELISE PATKOTAK

When my brother and I were grow-
ng up, my mother worked very hard to
nstill some culture in us She didn’t
want us to be street kads

One of the ways she sought to
achieve this goal was through music
lessons I took piano lessons, and for
reasons known only to her and her god,

. she made my brother take accordion
lessons

._,E..__ to be told, I was jealous of him.

ust had a boring ald brown piano to
w:%. on But mom bought hum a gold
hite accordion that had ghtter and
buttons and straps and all lands of fun
things And only one hand had to learn
how to play keys The other got to just
push buttons It was so unfaar He got to
have all the fun
My brother apparently didn't see 1t
quute that way and after a year of mighty
battles over gaing for lessons, my mother
threw 1n the towel and told hum he didn't

Of course, mom being
mom, she wasn’t de-

Ewwm :m.m —.M.E:_ :ﬂ-p f ﬂ ,_.ﬁxm

eas! prom; : =

signed ham up for N
Since he :hmnmn a

I
G
ure out why to
be punushed with b, Patkotak
I mean, not only did he beat me out of the
accordion but now I had to go to
%.—58_88—5 Life was sump

Once he quit his lessons, I took over
the accordion and taught myself how to
play two buttons on the left hand and am
most of the keys on the nght 1 amused
myself hughly with this activity till I be-
came a teen-ager and realized that
Lawrence Welk was the anly other per-

| Accordion music with lots of humor

that mom hked hum more And then |
went to the —..._&r.mw Night Club and
watched what Whutekeys can do
with an accordion And I knew that [
had been nght all along Accordions are

| really cool

So this summer when my brother
came to visit, I brought hum to the Fly
By Naght Club so he could see what he
mussed by not continung his lessons
He was duly impressed — both with Al-
1ce Welling’s 1mitation of a salmon
spawning and Mr Whitekeys'
exquisite rendenng of the song “Any-
time somebody does something dumb,
an Alaskan does something dumber”
on hus gold and whate accordion

My fniend Kate and I go to the Fly
By Night Club every time the show
anﬁman:nE—mi—E rught out ev-
ery three to four months whether we
need 1t or not I ke to pretend that I

wo_:n because the show offers up
the best uo:n_nm_ satire this side of
“The Daily Show ” Or because Alice’s
take on Bill Clinton saying “I'm sorry”
gets me hysterical every time I see it

son I'd ever seen using an Af-
ter that, the accordion was relegated to
the back recesses of the closet at the end
of the hallway where all hoblbies in our
house went to die

I never thought much about nﬂa_.

Or b I am fi ted by a show
that can buld a whole song around a
statue of Elvis on Mars and have it
work

But I really g because of the accor-

from the audience), I get to hsten to the
accordion music while eating a sugar-
free dessert I made this suggestion to
him after sitting through one too many
shows where a dessert tray came
through that shot my blood sugar over
y Just lookang at 1t

My brother and I are both diabetics
and looking around the club I had to
figure we weren't the only ones who
were Let's face it, our tounst popula-
tion looks bke the cast from “Cocoon ”
Ma—m:mmmuin_w_.wu:nw_. -free dessert
would be just the thing to burn off the
fat from a spam-filled dinner And now
n..o_.om one on the menu, a %_.N_—R.:_

with whipped cream

topping that 15 sinfully delicous wath-
out sending me 1nto a coma

So if you hke your accordion music
with a little humor and some m-.owp
desserts, head over to the Fly By Night
Club And for all you httle boys and
guirls out there whose mothers are urg-
ing you to take accordion lessons, do it
Then you too can end up playing your
heart out 1n a sleazy bar in Spenard
while two people dressed like salmon
try to swam upstage

Elise Patkotak, an Anchorage free-lance

writer and author of Parallel Logic, a hu-
look back at her 28 years in Bar-

dion And now, Mr Wi

e sk r 15 notk :.:BE—EESEEEE: row, lives in Anchorage and owns Precious
throwing 1t 1n my hu s:_.a really easy about suggest Zergo L1d, 2 wring/graphics compeny
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CULTURE SHOCK FOR . . .

Trial lawyers

OV. FRANK MURKOWSKI, bless hum, wvants to
sock a big group of Outstde lawyers 1n the chops
Or, to be more precise, he wants to chop off their claum to
$12 mulhion they think they deserve for losing big-time 1in
court here

They are the plaintiff attorneys who convinced some Alas-

ka fishermen that they could wn a billion dollars or more
nd.:zﬁsgﬁm.: mﬁ::.nmﬂ YW r i
wers price [ ) L L
matter that the market, as usual, #fThe lawyers..

o AT AT
sets the price wg $12:, 2
Well, they didnt win Butin the * e

CLLALLS i
process of pursuing the case the ..is
lawstut disrupted the fishery scene ..w..@—-‘— fees
and consumed weeks of wasted

court ime

Zgnpra_omu.gocnﬁm%qg. M.m_m\_. w
dant processors — apparently fear- ‘{lia 3

fish:

,x_ﬁﬁ.&iﬁa.

El
)t

s
v

ing the outcome of the tnal —set- “ermen.who Jfere .
tled before the case went tocourt  maiited a¥ plain-1= .

They agreed to pay $40 mullion, mﬁa
which most people assumed would “panatte 2
all go to the fishermen _.d_: SRS
Think agan The lawyers daim @2 %%
that $12 mulhion of that shouldbe  4gusi -1,
paud to them in fees and another ;%38

$4 5 mullion to cover costs i -

The upshot 15 that the 4,500 fish- 2 N
ermen who were named as plain-  }»¥00es WM 300 1 o
taffs would each recerve a ittle /& RAeAed RS AR

more than $2,100 each, according to the governor The
lawyers would take home many, many times that

SAID MURKOWSKTI: “T believe the fees should be

shared by those who have been hurt by this exercise in poor

- Judgment, namely, the fishermen and the processors

He proposes adding $6 mullion to the take of the fisher-
men, whuch, he said, “could make a significant difference to

many of them ” For the rest “And I think 1t only faur that the

processors should get the other half,” the governor saud

“They had their industry turned upside down Their man-

agers were siting in depomtions and 1n court instead of at-

tending to business They now have to reconstruct an indus-

try left in shambles, while Outside lawyers left town m a
hmousine That’s not justice ”

Murkowski has asked the state’s attorney general to
make that argument when the proposed financial sphit 18

submutted for judicial approval in Supenior Court 1n Anchor-

age on Thursday
Maybe justice really will prevail

%
L
]
]

Lo

o

New Israel ‘treaty’ is a suicide note

By CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER

On Monday, a peace agreement was
signed by Israchs and Palestimans This
“Geneva accord” has gotten much atten-
ton. And the signing tself was greeted
with much hoopla Journahsts were
flown 1n from around the world by the
Swiss government Jimmy Carter head-
ed a hst of foreign dignitanes The US
Embassy in Bern sent an observer

This was all rather pecuhar The
agreement was signed not by Israeh and
Palestiian offiaals, but by two people
with no power

On the Palestiman side, the negotia- | -
tor was former information minister
Yasser Abed Rabbo, who at least 1s sad
to have Yasser Arafat’s ear The Israeh
side, however, was led by Yossi Belin, a
man whose political stan n his own
country 1s 8o low that he to make
it into Parhament After helping bring
hus Labor Party to run, Beihn aban-
doned it for the far-left Meretz Party,

raehs have forgotten that in retum for he does so without any senous secunity
these pledges 10 years ago, lsrael recog- safeguards
nized the PLO, brought 1t out of Palestine pronuses to acqure and
Tunsian exile, established a Palesbnian  buy no more weapons than specified 1n
Authonty, permutted 1t an army wvith some treaty annex. Thus is a joke Oslo
50,000 guns and invited the world todo-  had simularly %S:&E“.__Esﬂn_%._u on
hack ’ nate bilions to this new Authonty Pulestnian wea) A nobody even
ton Ebn....m-:mﬁ g vﬂﬁ.ﬂﬂhﬁa Arufut pocketed every Israeh conces-  pretended to enbroe them Last year, a
There 15 a reason why he 15 one of Is- 500, tumed his temntory into an armed Massive illegal boatload came in from
rael’s most reviled and ted polis. €Amp and then launched a vicrous terror Iran on the Karine A What did the
aans He was the principal Emcﬂa:n war that has lasted more than three Wworld do about it? Nothing
and archutect vm_zb% the “peace” foisted  years and killed more than 1,000 Is- Today, however, Lsrael stil has control
on Israel in 1993 Those Oslo . raehs It 18 Lucy and the football all over ﬁnﬁfmﬁ%ﬂﬁnﬂa ﬁmq Beilin,
ments have brought a decade om the agaun, and the same chorus of delusion- uch lethal to aoquire
worst terror 1 all Israeh hustory als who so applauded Oslo — Jinmy 3asm weaponry asitwants
Now he 15 at it again. And Secretary Carter, Sandy Berger, Tom Friedman =6>.=_ e.wn_mn.—nna__ﬂhﬁgs 9»..25“
of State Colin Powell wrote a letter to — 15 8pplauding again This time, how- &1 .w”_m. EE.E%EE&SI
Beilin and Rabbo expressing apprecia- €ver, the Israeh surrender 1s so breath- he Palestiians not have e nght to
tion for therr effort, and 18 now planning talang 1t makes Oslo look rational flood Israel with Arab refugees — the
A Palestiman state, of course Evacu- 9greement is utterly ambiguous Thuird

to meet with them
Thus 18 scandalous Israel 18 a democ- ating every Jewish settlement 1n new ﬁgﬁﬁhﬂdﬂ et
un_vw and this t was negohat- Palestine, of course Redividing Lebanon) are to suggest mnnﬁ%

the democratically (and Jerusalem, of course But that 1s not P to return to Is-
overwhelmingly) elected government of enough Beilin gives up the ultimate D20 alestunians are to re
Israel If a private US atizen negotiat-  symbol of the Jewish connection and rael, and the basis for the number Israel

s::rmnonEBnSnnSvniEvm..—s
ed a treaty on hus own, he could go to jaul nﬁ”:SnsE&.EnﬁaS_.a,En.-g.
sl 1sh state for 1,000 years befure the Ro. athematical average!

under the Logan Act. If an Israeli does
it, he gels a pat on the back from the man destruction, the subject of Jewish 41 Tiese P2 Peace freaty. thus s 0 s
secretary of state longing 1n poetry and prayer for the of a country ns-.ﬂ“

Moreaver, this “peace” 1s entirely hal- 2,000 years since — the Temple Mount politically That 1t should get any encour-
Jucwnatory It 1s wnitten as if Oslo never And Beilin doesn't just give it up t0, 38Y, Acement from the Unitod States or from
happened The Palest side repeats some neutral international authonty o secretary of state 15 a disg

pledges to recog Israel, ree He gives it to eign Pal Jews
nounce terror, end anti-Israel incite-  wall visit at Arab sufferance oianyzaﬂ..ﬁjq t_._“oo hs Jﬂh..«..
ment, etc — all promised n Oslo These  Not satisfied with having given up Is.  nationally icated column for
promises are today such a dead letter rael's soul, Beilin gives up the body too 'ngton Post His column s distnbuted by
that the Palestiman mde 15 openly bar- He not only returns lsrael to its 1967 he Washington vnw. Writers oa.mw. ©
gamning these chits agamn, as 1f the Is- borders, arbitrary and indefensmble, but 2003 The Post
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ALPINE OIL FIELD . . .

Earns respect

LPINE IS TURNING out to be the Lttle o1l field that
could — relatively little, that 1s It deserves respect
Once expected to produce 80,000 barrels of crude a1l per
day, Alpine has maintamed average daily production of
100,000 barrels for the last two years, appraximately 10 per-
cent of Alaska's overall production And Alpine’s output 1s
eﬂﬂisggﬁﬁﬁggﬂaﬁ_ﬂ“%«.ég
when a new high-tech facility comes on : .

The field recently gave up 1ts 100 milhionth barrel Discov-
ered 1n 1994 and pronounced commercial in 1996, Alpine
started operations n 2000 and 1s currently projected to yield
a total of 429 milhon barrels

Though small by companson to the 14 hillion-barrel Prud-
hoe Bay field, Alpme was — when tapped — the largest on-
MMMMMEE@Q made in the United States in more than a

e

Alpine 15 unique because 1t Lies beneath the environmen-
tally sensitive delta of the Colville River near the border of
the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska It underhes a
40,000-acre section of the delta, but surface facilities occupy
Just 97 acres, two-tenths of 1 percent of the field area

ConocoPhullips Alaska, which operates the field for itself
and Anadarko Petroleum, brags that Alpine 1s a near-zero
discharge facility It says all waste generated there 1s reused,
recycled or properly disposed

Alpine 1s a good example of modern o1l development in a
sensitive area

Predator control

ZO DOUBT about it, predator control 1s politically in-
correct That doesn’t mean 1t’s not the nght thing 1n
some situations, just that 1t offends the hysterics among us

And the wildhfe protechorsts are all ahow! about newly
approved plans to allow aenal hunting of wolves to increase
the moose and canbou populations upon which they prey
They concede that increased game counts would benefit sub-
sistence hunters, but they look down their noses at so-called
sport hunters, who hunt to fill their freezers as well

The fact 1s that reducing predator numbers 1n areas hke
these 1n question wall increase game populations to the bene-
fit of both urban and rural resource users Testimony at the
recent Board of Game meeting suggested that the two
groups are 1n agreement on the 1ssue, though some activists

" would like to drive a wedge between them

Allowing walves to hive out their lives unfazed by aenal
hunters will not allow them to die 1n peace Lafe mn the wild1s
never a placd existence Wolves that might be killed were
not headed for quiet retirement without tar control

The activists are threatening to la a nation-wide
tourism boycott That would hurt but it may just be the cost

2-»:.% job loss laments are overdone

By WALTERE WILLIAMS

In 1970, the telecommunications
industry employed 421,000 switch-
board operators In the same year,
Amencans made 9 8 hillion long dis-
tance calls Today, the tel

7  REMEMBER WHENWE ONLY \' o
HAD TO WORRY ABOUT DRIVERS
WITH REGULAR CELL PHONES..
BEFORE YOU COULP SEND PHOTDS ?,

cations mdustry employs only 78,000
operators That's a tremendous 80
percent job loss

What should Congress have done
to save those jobs? Congress could
have taken a page from India's histo-
ry r—h— nwu%—.:_ Mahatma on.._.nrﬂ at-
tac ma ery, saying it “helps a
few to nde on the backs of milhons”
and warned, “The machine should
not make atrophies the limbs of
man”

With that kind of support, Indian
textile workers were able to political-
ly block the intro- :

uction of labor- |8
saving textile ma- [
chines As a result,
1n 1970 India’s tex-

—..:&.:nrauuoniwwus_da_:nn
goods E.% services frees up labor to
produce other things If productivity
gains aren’t made, where 1n the
world would we find workers to pro-
duce all those
even around 1n

It's my guess that the average an-
tr-free-trade person wouldn’t protest,
much less argue that Congress
should have done something about
the )ob loss 1n the telecommunica-
tions industry He'd reveal humself an
1diot

But there’s no

oods that weren’t
e 1970s?

r

est level, 33 million jobs were lost
That’s the loss side However, annual
Jobs created ranged from 29 6 million
1n 1993 to a high of 35 6 million 1n
1999

These are signs of a healthy econo-
my, where businesses start up, fail,
downsize and upsize, and workers
are fired and workers are hured all 1n
the process of adapting to a—_E.nEm
technological, economic and global
conditions Societies become richer
when this process 1s allowed to occur
Indeed, because our nation has a his-

dufference between an industry using
toch ol 3 1 costs

S—m.n_m:np—.v.—-mn

the level of produc-

tivity of ours 1n the i

1920s
Michael Cox, [§8 Y

chief econonust at B

the Federal Re- Willlams

serve Bank of Dal-

las, and author Richard Alms tell the

rest of the telecommunications story

n their Nov 17 New York Tumes ar-

ticle, “The Great Job Machune "
Spectacular technological ad-

<w=nouEwam.nvonm_v_m?_.nrm

.. .::nuqv.ocncp

1ts manpower needs down to 78,000
to handle not the annual 9 8 bilhon
long distance calls 1n 1970, but to-
day’s more than 98 billion calls

One forgotten beneficiary in to-
day’s job loss demagoguery 1s the con-
sumer Long distance calls are a tiny
fraction of their cost 1n 1970 Just
since 1984, long distance costs have
fallen by 60 percent Using 1970s
technology, to make today’s 98 bilhon
calls would require 4 2 million opera-
tors That’s 3 percent of our labor
force Moreover, a long distance call
would cost 40 tumes more than 1t does
today

gy to I

and using cheaper labor to do the same

In esther case, there's no question
that the worker who finds himself
out of a yob because of the use of tech-
nology or cheaper labor might en-
counter hardships The political dif-
ference 1s that 1t’s easier to orgamze
resentment against India and China
than against technology

Both Republican and Democratic
interventiomsts like to focus on job
losses as they call for trade restnc-
tions, but let us look at what was
happening in the 1990s Cox and Alm
report that recent Bureau of Labor
Statistics show an annual job loss
from a low of 27 mlhion 1n 1993 to a
hugh of 35 4 nullion 12 2001 In 2000,
when unemployment reached its low-

tory of allowing this process to occur
goes a long way toward explaiming
why we are richer than the rest of
the world
Those Americans calhing for %ST
ernment ..omn:.mnrw:u that would deny
F al tely s
to benefit from cheaper methods of
w—.oncn.._o.- are asking us to accept
ower wealth 1n order to protect spe-
cial interests Of course, they don't
cloak their agenda that way It’s al-
ways “national secunity,” “level play-
ing fields” and “protecting jobs ”
Don't fall for it — we'll all become
losers

Walter E Willlams is a protessor at
George Mason University at Fairtax, Va. His
ol is by C: Syndi-
cate Inc, 5777 W Century Bivd, Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045, (310) 337-7003.
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KING COVE ROAD OPPONENTS . . .

° ° °
[ ] [
Em—ﬂ _n-e am (Editor’s Note. There was no attention also found room to report that young
0 \
e
b I

Harold Sogn fell off a ladder whale help-

Sunday, Nov 23, important decorate the new Anchorage achool
'Y A GOTTA love Sen Ted Stevens Hels a guy who wn the hstory of Anchorage. Well meay £y, “with the result thet B mnt
- works long wbmnwpa Sowagn__mﬁnwﬁ.h E&Srwnmmon not a “.«a:u\.ie:s:ﬂ:w Sw.ﬁsb_ But i:ﬁiﬁ@!arnn.ﬂ?&v_nﬂﬂi
constituents in the face of environmen grou] someth, appened on that day tn ALL OF THIS through
Sc_m:anama_mwmwronob_hmrbbm P ~§§=~mﬁ=&n§5§ﬂ§ of the past 1s a remunder that the
X news of that particular Tuesday was
2

mesgsvmﬂﬁmsg%ékmﬁg% H&;ﬂ?wgn& E:ﬂs,:anﬂ
Cove to nearby Id Bay by road to ensure access to
?«EEEQ»%.E@:E«EBS&G-?E&B?»EE faxthful reader who sent along a clipping

- " The un-
oo e oo Sy By i ST | bogprsal e s
Ewéggngﬁsggiig 17, 1970 Now, 33 years later, we reprunt a Mears 18 n receipt of the followang gelf-
spending bill a directive that the US Corps of Engineers — that column discussing that hustorical | SEHEE R o ﬁe_nEE« cable from Judge Fred M
mggggn;&s:snﬁmggnﬁgg day 83 years ago ) ¥ MK/ | Brown of Valdez ‘Anchorage was duly
M_méésgﬁjgnxnlm%unnsng%éﬁm% By gﬂwﬁtﬂ”ﬁs Now 2, 1970, =
ternative 1, a single-lane, gravel, 17-mule road that wo By WILLIAM J TOBIN . AND ov ox _
cross private land from outside King Cove to the edge of the U "S DRUG stare, located , old home town of Anchorage wall cele-
gEZDEO:bHS%gEE——Eg muﬁiﬁmbmnﬂm%o“ﬂd..s the _,‘..E!-—_O—-agg;— ?ER_BSEEE&% And todo
D Make sure none get on the ship properly, as befits a tent town of rail-
?mﬂnﬁu_bbm:mmam_gugv_nw?im&wgmﬁbn Harmony Theatre, noinﬂo‘.nreﬁ . road men and dog mushers that
the selection. The measure won approval in both chambers were only 31 days left before Chnstmas before we take oft. up 1nto the modern metropoks of the
D-E_mc:_»biwws.&avnﬁﬁma. — and advertised Victrola, “the Chnist- THE TEMPERATURE at 8 north, well start the celebration a Little
In addition to the road 1n Alternative 1, there would be mas pft that lasts a Lfetime,” for only o'clock that morning n w885yt carly " on Nov 13 — and recall the
hovercraft service from where the single-lane route would $5 down — for any model from the Vic- ._nn-mnunuw._um”o zero, and the sky was i,y mww.ﬁ of old, and five decades of
Snpnsmanﬁmroaﬁsgﬁwmssu%wiw%g trola IV at only $25 all the tothe cloudy e winds were calm It was progress ance then, with a big whing-
sometimes ferocious seas mﬂmmu Victrola XI cabinet model for al aE_...EnEpu_iE. ding of a tme 1t will be a avic party to
None of thus sits well with the folks who say they want to the Times carned the thermomotor Golden Anmversary n
protect thy refuge They fret that such a road would be just ns.—.ﬂ__w_iﬂﬁmﬂ.snma The- . _quh.mg “M._:»W od Sm-.vo—.nnvn..m. aE.nEu
the beginning of a drive to build the ongwnally proposed 33- el nwEv.Em_SM . t Wasilla, 220 onoer and cheachoko, -5 L
E:oggpg&mﬁzeisomo&g&mm&.%% rught, was “Should A { at Talkeetna, 14 above at Gold Creek, 2 AS PART OF the 11-day celebra-
and bink Cold Bay with King Cove That would have been Woman Tell” a “ax. | below at Hurncane, BEEMeu..mE. taon, there wall be old movies shown ot
King Cove's first choice reel Metro super-pro. a ﬂ.h u_rm_n._.i % the Fourth A Theatre, a

qéﬁ—ﬁmsgggggg duction” with an all- S races (what, no 7,
gﬁxnﬁwieé_gggg.u@nﬁmsg Mﬂﬁﬂoﬂ.ﬂ” SR mﬁ%wS:E-.E«ES..?._E&— opening of the E%ﬂ.ﬂ. ts

pend on a ferry or hovercraft that starts at Leonard Harbor dramatic romance o J day ond ys of all lands hon-
lﬁggﬁuumggggaﬁgg Wzns_w.ﬁ_ﬁ._nnr. : §§ﬁ<%ﬂ ﬁmneﬁsgagineﬁ.un__.
diculous er " a presenta- - men, foreign -
The effort to lunk Cold Bay and King Cove prmary 1s byl (V| BROWN & HAWKINS, th “ore T 204 lnchesos and fll acd pa.
auned at saving Lives, not putting them 1n more penl. More “dilemma of love and grlhood " That's for all the le,” was advertising dog S&H:ml_nnlnuﬂmng_— tnp nwmzna.
Ew:g.g%ﬁaﬁﬁﬂﬁum&cnﬁ&_ﬁ_iv—ﬁﬁ the way the advertisement ran in the An- harnesses, dog collars and tow Lines, plus dough and a gant firewarks dis-
g:?i?iﬁa@qgngéggaggé chorage Daily Times of Nov 23, 1920 “the most snow shoe made — av- E.nwnﬁo.“w.m._ﬁ_..nnsis—ﬂ.w_a.ursu
leave King Cove to reach medical faclities And people per- THE DATE WAS a Tuesday, back erage weight per single shoe, one and “downtown Anchorage
Er&a:gmamgaﬁ—;gsm_%mdﬂzssgw there half a century ago, and the Har- EEE:E.-SEE.FSSQW TRUE, ITS all a month away But
Band-Aid-size gravel stnip that winds render unsafe for mony — across the street from Lous- %Eiwnﬂhﬂﬁﬂaﬂa&% nobody Likes to be invited to a party at
about 200 days a year Their only alternative has been to sac’s — was presenting Booth Tarkang- ﬁb&gﬁeegm?hgzww the last munute It's cEmE!Srmﬂw
wait — or nisk their hives in tumultuous seas ton's “The Conquest of Canaan,” star- malang plans to attend as many of
Sen Stevens understands that Alaskan Iy at stake Jack Shemnll and Edith Talaferro  AND IT TELLS us something functions as possible The wall
€ns uncers ves are _.M—mﬁ..mg&w?gg who wgaéoamn—aos%ﬁsa. be com; shartly — and the word 18
1n this debate, that his constituents deserve the same access leaves hus Natwve Town under a port that the Brown and Hawkins ad. a:r%m_aﬁso
to medical help as any other Amencans He should be com- and returns to wn its Reluctant Though  vertisement of dog food and was
mended for his effort. Whole-Hearted Admiration * It was a the largest of all the ads in that day’s  Willam J Tobin s an editor of The An-
iaﬁﬁr&smaﬁgga.iosgw;mngi—s: film of “Tarlangton At His Best™ six-page edition of the Times — which chorage Times.
n&gnswumﬁo:iagg&”.ﬂ_ga%%%&rm h o -
come somef something that values human hife e Anchorage Times The Vokcs of the Times does ot epresent the
suffering Sn_,_.wﬁe Is1t a twisted religion? Zealotry? Insamity? Fdters. TOR BANNAN, 264-5191, PAUL JENEINS, 264-6192, WILLIAN J. YODN, 264-8153 | views of the Achorage Daty Itls pubtished

Whatever it 15, 1ts adherents appear more than wilhng to Assactats editor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 » FAX 907-264-8154 undar an agreement & presarva the separatn edi-
© e-mail AnchTimes@alaska net toral volce of the former Anchorage Times
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Energy bill

M—”‘:H U.S. SENATE'’S faiure to pass an energy bill this
year was a disappolnting but unsurpnsing development
n Ew long struggle to increase the nation’s domestic energy
supply

The bill 1s now delayed unt at least January and per-
haps later, leaving — among other things — the question of
building a gas pipeline from Alaska to the Midwest up in the
air The gas 1sn't going away, nor 1s the need for it in the
Lower 48, but pushing the bill into an election year could
make a sensible resolution even more difficult.

Alaska’s congressional delegation waorked hard to get the
bill pussed before Congress’ winter break, but their efforts
were thwarted by obstructionists and environmentalists in-
tent on blocking the bill

Passage of meamingful energy legslation this year be-
came difficult because the package appeared to be a grab-
bag of legislative pork assembled to appease regional inter-
ests

And since perception often tends to outweigh reality in
the world of pohitics these days, use of the “pork” label creat-
ed perceptions that became difficult to overcome even for
projects that were anything but pork

An important case n point some media cntics labeled the
$18 billion in federal loan guarantees for an Alaska High-
way gas pipeline as pork But the cost to the federal treasury
of such guarantees would almost certamnly be zero so the jus-
tification for the label 1s difficult to understand

THE LOAN guarantees would reduce the cost of bor-
rowing for the gas pipeline project by the major energy com-
panues involved, 1mpi the Line’s economuc viability and
bnnging Alaska gas into the nation’s marketplace at a com-
petitive price

Undoubtedly some advocates of a hquefied natural
pipeline from Prudhoe Bay to Southcentral Alaska will use
the energy ill delay as an opportunity to advance their case
But the economucs of such a ine strongly suggest that its gas
could not compete in the marketplace, so their efforts are un-
hkely to succeed

What mught be more useful would be for the state to pro-
ceed with its negohations with the energy companues to
bring to bear the economic leverage offered by its tax and
royalty share pending resolution of federal 1ssues

Bringing Alaska’s North Slope gas to market and opening
the coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildhife Refuge to ol
and gas exploration are both proving to be long struggles
sumular to the years-long battle for statehood
< That struggle ultimately was won over long odds Alaska
is accustomed to such fights and should continue these two
for as long as 1t takes to achieve victory

The state's economic future hangs in the balance, so giv-
ing up 1s not an option

Sorry... P.«grwnznnﬁﬁ—gﬁm
I am sorry that I will no longer be man a job, not a sweet

able to read your articles prnted in the Leon Kitagawa
Anchorage Daily News, as I have just Graduated Li ?
canceled our subscription to that publ-

i R e e
Last July, when the News ran the

cﬁwﬁ&meﬂggsgi—s or House Bull 213 1s going to affect you.

Restaurants and stores employ
teens Also, teens are the majonty of the
customers A graduated license wall
keep teens off the roads, meaning less
business If you're an employer, you'll
lose a lot of em The time wﬁ. get °
the most foot 18 around 9 30 p.m.

went to Bntish Columhia to get “mar-
ned,” I came close to canceling

Then, later 1n the summer they ran
another big article about an older man
who married a girl who was a munor
He served pnison tume for this, and I

felt the wnter went overboard makng A
1t a“love story " The graduated license would restrct

The final straw came when they ran from being on the road at mght.

a photo of those two men who went to The Times wnter feels that the - 5»._..——_ muu ﬂ.—ﬂuﬂmﬂﬁﬂ«hﬂ%ﬁ.ﬂo&_ﬁh -

Bntish Columbna to get “marned,”"and ~ atve 18 R:rnﬂ.nmw:_ﬁ to Repubbicans,  ponihs I they get a ticket, 1t boosts

put 1t nght there on the page devoted who allowed Frank Murkowska to ap- 4o
to weddings, engagements and ot hus daughter tohus own US Sen- g4 nﬁw_uwzﬁqwﬁpms_ na“.“a:.w
anniversanes ate seat 1 disagree I think the imtiative thexr teen, how are they going to get to

What these homosexuals 1S embarrassing toanyone whosupporta  y}o. o0l even

_mus__:pZBwn We EE::..EW."M@-...H ﬂn«ﬂﬂm@ n ﬂaw?é.::ﬁi that stvesto e eE.;EBE%NohNHMH‘.EwE.
BT e o Now oo, . Lot me pount out that both parties PO OomE DIGELRI, oy

ther use in the classrooms and |  have been suckered in on this one In 5 1oy vl fill ?us_.watn,.:“uw.
ﬂwﬂ-ﬁ:ﬂ extensive coverage to under- 1976, the Democratic governor of Min- 8 up more _.UEK_ ol In the wnter,
age marnage and homosexual marnage nesota appointed humself to a vacant ﬁ :m.._u —B<nMwﬂ. with more cars with
are not something the school children ~ Senate seat, to the fury of hus con- 4, 4. Len) have more road work.
need to be reading about 1n the paper u..:.:o:..w and his subsequent political Say “no” to House Bull 213
A =._ ghmﬂﬁ%ﬁlw&ahﬁ”mrﬂmﬂﬂﬁ.ﬂ” The “Trust the People” iitiative 15 .—9&5. 4 amns_n_uﬁ -
going here that 1 want no part of, nor about democracy, which even nonpart- Just
ol to gve any financial ‘sup. S mayors should support. Who would say no

have guessed that The Times would be
port to further 3 ww_ .Lq:m& over Begich's conservative :.—..Muo Bill th_.w would _..”:. o place
Ninlchik V&t three-step program that discriminates
Steam Ste ve 00_5_.5: aganst new dnvers !

The licenses would keep teens from
(RE .n:_muﬁ we see 1t, the more Editor’s nute We do not question Begch’s  dniving together and dry d at mght,
The mermer,” Nov Fn Nov 21) Deli-  none 1o support the inutiatwe, we potnted out gin&ﬁni.__unoﬂs.nﬂvinﬂum
cious I'm still chuckling, visuabzing 0er- ot using hus position as mayor of Anchor- luable and non-reusable resources
Wsa.ﬂnggnugn.s:ﬁoﬁ% age for fund rassing was a rususe of office. Aeeﬁﬁv.i_ngﬂﬂgnsg
Joscitotbert  Wohlforth deal O oo aingart vy cnthr b
o e e oo o seonsaonal Wense wil hve 5 poy
i gs? cal, Thursday Nov y-thou- on provisiol 1cense wal ve to pay
g&:ﬁ. sand dollars 1s uts compared to the 93»558::388?!%.:53“..
1 was disturbed by the Nov 13 Tumes  $66,000 past nstrations have been  (f they get one), once to pay insurance
editonal attacking Mayor (Mark) Be-  paying an engineer for doing nothing fees last they will have to wait an
gch for his support of the “Trust the Thurty-thousand dollars 1s just mak- extra six months to get a full lcense
People” imtiaive The iniiative would  |ng a lving here 1n Alaska 1 know, | The proposal 15 unfair to young
allow Alaskans to choose their senator  wark for the state and [ make a compa-  dnivers and wall hurt the economy
rather than rely on a governor's ap-  rable amount and still have to work a Justin Oller
pontment. part-ume Job to make ends meet At 30 Anchorage
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A LEGISLATOR WITHOUT PEER:

Ramona Barnes

?EOZbEmEiE«S:E—@?
lature in January 1979, the state of Alaska was exact-
ly 20 years old When she died Wednesday morning, the
state was Just 5 1/2 weeks shy of its 45th anmiversary For a
nsqﬂ.r&mggggw‘w—wﬂggn%&%»
years, she remained one most powerful pol -
" She ke e langs ike the
knew the Legislature’s worl captamn of a

gﬁgﬂ%gnggiggng.»sg?
ing tnm a sea captain at war, she was a fighter Never
ane to mince words, never one for subtleties when a direct
hit would win the day, Ramona — everyone called her by her
firat name — was not a uud lawmaker

Her colleagues admured her tenaaty and skall, and gave -
her credit for being what she was — an up-front, no-hidden-
agendas person who knew the s and outs of legislative op-
erations as few others have, before or since
her tongue Sharp. b oy b, oo be D0,

tongue , her memory long, her ex-
tremely hmited Yet for all her gruff demeanor, she had a
tender mde that made her beloved to fnends who stood by
her, 1n her vigorous days of leadership and 1n the days of late
when she became physically frail

In Juneau and on the campaign trail in Anchorage, she
was Greless A Republican through and through, she was a
leader in the fight to toughen the state’s anti-cnme laws,

: particularly dunng her service as House Judiaary Commut-
! tee charman. Among other things, she led the fight to make
! it a ecnme 1n suspected drunken dnving cases to refuse to

gmwwﬂnggluwggszgﬂ%
An supporter of environmentally sound t
of Alaska's natural resources, she was fully aware of and re-
sponsive to the phight of those 1n need.

‘When she arnved in Juneau for the first ime, as a fresh-
man member of the House in the 11th State Legislature, she
Jomned some of Alaska’s most storied politacal leaders

[
and Terry Martin of Anchorage, Jim Duncan of
m:-.nn:w:mm:mrgwrﬁmong tha b
It was a nch traming ground, one that paid big rewards
when she was elevated to House speaker in the 1993-94 ses-

sions
Ramona’s last bid for re-election was in 2000, and she

came up 745 votes short of winmng another term. “Tve had

the pnvilege to serve for over 20 years,” she said, “and Pm

! extremely grateful for that®

She served long and well Alaskans everywhere have rea-

Senate Democrats rig appeals court

By PAUL JENKINS T — ] 12, 2002, memo, to Kennedy, on
a UE_.
°

Of the three branches of govenment, | ©¢ 0 cial Committee

you would hope that the least tainted,
the least corrupt, the least political
would be p__o._ﬁmnh.ﬂ. 1t 15 that expec-

tation, I suppose, that keeps angry wnsists on having an August heanng, 1t
aarssn_s:a%nisaﬂag ﬂiﬁnﬁ»?ﬁcﬂﬁg
?E.P ou pm mmusuwana what of the coaliben EH that last

night, but they are checlung with the
gay nghts groups) "

this “Mr " the Journal
Mm.ﬁ—.ci. -Eggn%?a

We know they do those things be- The memos also show that the
cause the Wall Street Journal did thus C] nﬂ:ﬂﬂgggsnggl
nation a huge favor Nov 14 by runmung nees use of election politics Moving

on its oa_S:nw page mna.m..,v«u from on one of the nominations (6th Cirewit

leaked Senat, y Q nominee Deborah Cook) before the
staff strategy memos dating to when the S © 2002 election “would demoralize
Democrats were 1n charge of that panel cor Democrats’ key constituents — m par-
1n 2001 and 2002 ticular, labar  ,” & memo to Kennedy
The memos clearly show who's Elame would hke the Committee to laments
m..._._Ean-omg:«mes hald off on any 6th Circwit nominees un- ?Egg,oﬂﬁsgn
nate Democrat @ tl the Univermity of Michigan case re- classy referral to Bush's nommnees as
telhing them which garding the constitutimality of affirma- “Neanderthals, the groups’ vicious
minees to attack tive achon 1n Ingher education 1s dead-  labeling of nonunee Miguel a8
d when and how ed by the en banc 6th Crowt  The a “Latino” and a “stealth, nght-wing
d how often t 15 that the current 6th Curcwit  zealot.” (Have you ever wondered why
hedule h g: will sustan the affirmative action pro- munonties, treated routinely with con-
when to delay and gram, bu

g
2
g
g
o
E
<

s on
a their graves
ty of Michugan 1s a startling case in Ji 3
pomt. vote May 9 on il but Gibbons, before |, O 1 that the sound of an angry mob
The Journal reported that an Apnl the Michigan case was deaded. Gibbans Eﬂv L
2002 memo to Sen Ted Kennedy, was not confirmed until July 29, when
states, “Elamne Jones of the NAACF Le- the Michigan case already was hustory Paul Jenkins Is an editor of The Anchor-
gal Defense Fund tned to call you today ~ The Journal reported that in a June age Times.
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T T Thankful for the blessings of famil
We give thanks | _ oo g Y

S e sotian e e waitorm of
er ve gotten into pattern o
HE WORLD STILL 1s a penilous place, and on the ummba:.n Thanksgiving together

15 not a holiday I enjoy, and

Thursday, November 27, 2003 E

\.;‘ THAKYOULOED WREY

shameful actions of hughly paid entertainers and the petty after spending th me recen
tantrums of ultra-rich professional athletes engulfs the sister :ﬂ&ﬁﬂn—ﬂ%ﬂrﬁ..&“_ﬂ«:ﬁw
newspaper headlines and the television newscasts All for the season so as not to poison 1t for
things seem depressing Yet it should not be so others

In our town, fresh snow blankets the aty and the moun- But [ ike Thanksgrving To me it's the
tans The air 18 crisp and the chilhng temperatures of early qgr&“ﬂwvﬁ%»bﬁ.ﬂ:&mﬂ—.ﬂ“ﬂ iy
_gﬁEégﬁnﬁmﬁbrggg.Eﬁhwﬁn %E&gnawﬁmg&% f:,\
many places e people serve others in , we stretch back through your whole
have a multatude of reasons to give thanks on this Thanks- ﬁﬁnw&:ﬂ%rﬂe o
gving Day One year Judy came to Alaska to

Thus great Amencan feast, in itself, 15 cause enough to share Thanksgiving with my friends
make us pause and say a prayer of thanksgiving The cele- here My cousin Toni came up too They
bration of this day 1s a tradition nch in the fabric of our hves were both properly hornfied to learn
as inhentors of a land settled by plgnms who came to a new that we were going to have a dinner
world seeking freedom and opportumty .ﬂrwmmswaﬁcﬂunw.i!nrl%aﬁ

a V)

From the Atlantic to the middle of the Paafic Ocean, from nksgiving Day — once had your diapers changed side on them cousin Manna 18 not the
the Arctic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexaco, Amencans find relief My cousin made her [§ig8 T side, 1t’s hard to take on awrs with mother of four but the Lttle knd that
from the troubles of the nation and the world as they gather chestnut stuffing any- |28 03] other And if you do, there 18 always tralled after us older cousins and made
today with family and friends Turkey and other bounty way mw“_.,.a%_u, P someone around to reanund you of ano of us feel s0 grown up — wo tell her she

know 1t could of- your bfe’s more embarrassing moments was her mother’s “afterthought.
from this land of plenty will grace tables in homes great and 8 —..__urvn._ibﬂ.p_ ) ?wvm %Esn 1y brought down to g%ﬂﬁ&ﬁmﬂﬂn Enn_%
those e . ty my memanes m
For who lack the warmth of a loving home, and for Enﬂ:n year we will wm § 1 watch my cousins’ chuldren and We've eaten turkey together more often

those who have no home at all, men and women with canng

> spend Thanksgiving wonder if they have any 1dea what a than we can count. We know that cran-
hearts will provide Thanksgiving meals — in churches and my favonte way —

. great gift thexr parents are giving them  berry sauce 18 supposed to be round and
1n halls and public places, the needy will not be forgotten with my cousns It payorak by giving them cousins as fnends When In a can, ot that fresh stuff the new

We give thanks for those who serve them doesn't matter whose your brother 1s really annoying you, healthy-eating philosophy tnes to fst
home we're 1n. Whether 1t's Joe's or Rob-  there 1s no more £athful ally than your onus
LET US GIVE thanks in many more ways, too bie's or Ton's, or whether we all squeeze ©0usin, who 15 always ready to get even, We know that the appetizer on
We give thanks to the and women in uniform who 1nto my sister’s any home, the one con- especially if she gets to get even with Thanksgving 18 my dad’s casino
stand in harm’s way 1n nations torn by oppression and bru- stant at all the locations 15 that we wall rm...—nﬂm._bn_. wonﬁw”ﬂumﬁg_u_ pe forged ﬂhnﬁ_ozﬁn ﬂu_n“o_ﬁgm !ordh s
tahized by terronists who care not for human hfe Hhmﬂ&un_ngzsﬂnss«g at famly d throughout childhood ~ collapse 1nto chaurs 1n the hving room
We give thanks for the families left behind by our sailors, The that T wall look at are the ones that have stood the test of wondenng when we became our parents
airmen, soldiers, Mannes and Coast Guardsmen who are on EB&PFVEB E%EEBM.:EEEDE-& time and are sbll the ties that bind me  If their chuldren are lucky, and I be-
duty far from home They serve their country in a special ever lets me remember they are When I Ennru&.%@gﬂﬁiwmwmns&. Lieve they are, they will watch us closely
way — sacnfiang for each of us so that freedom wll preval thunk of my cousns, 1 still think of the ﬂ privie .:Eor!BE and leam that this 15 what fanuly 18
We gwve thanks for the freedoms that we do enjoy, free- boys and girls we were, not the men and < peace movem ey And 1f they are really lucky, 40 years
o wMM_gh We could nat have been further apart - from now they wall be aitting together i
doms other people 1n other lands desperately women we are now 1 phulosophy and our bves could 0ot gameone's living room swearing never to
We give thanks to these who serve on the homefront, So there's always that moment when  have taken mare different roads Yetthe qgereat and wondenng when they
many 1n erdinary ways that all too often draw Lttle thanks I first see them agaun after  year has munute we are together agam, the years pocame their ts But only if they
or praise Our letter carners, our snow plow experts, our gone by and I wonder who that muddle- melt away and he's Schmoze — Eaé_:&ﬁnﬂ
school bus drivers, those who collect our trash, those behind- aged man with my cousin’s face 18 the 5-year-old who got mn trouble with
n&.monummirowmoc. E«?._Fgﬁgmnnns tu- Then the hugs and laughs start and the me when our mothers caught us playing ~ Ellse Patkotak, an Anchorage free-lance
ral S_ﬁmﬂﬁ natu- melt away and I'm lookang at the  doctor and nurse together writer and author of Parallel Logic, a hu-
gas flowing our homes ﬁﬂam&«im-@.mﬁ:—.gn;n&: My cousin Ton 18 not a 50-something  Morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-
We give thanks every day for the police and the firemen There's an ease that comes with so lawyer but a 15-year-old teaching me Fow, ives in owns

and P
who protect our homes and our aty — and for the teachers, many years of famihanty Wh how to put rollers 1 my har and Cargo Ltd, a writing/graphics company.
the prinapals, the coaches, the priests, the ministers and the vy Yy o put hd sleep

rabbis who serve 1n our schools and churches and chapels The ?ﬁ——b-ﬁms Times p——

and synagogues Editors TOX BRENNAN, 264-8191, PEVL JENKINS, 264-6192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8193 gﬁﬁﬁﬁ?:wgﬁ!
Mostly, we give thanks for Amenca and thanks for its Associate edtor JAN SINCYEE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-284-8134 | under an agreement to presesve the separats edi-

people * e-malAnchTimes@alaska.net torial voice of the former Anchorage Times.
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SOMETIMES THE BEST IDEA IS . . .

A few practical tips for living well

Don’t pl
c: cg By TOM BRENNAN p
c Grandchuldren are our messengers ~ BT IFHONARD DEAN CAN KNOGK OFF DXCK GERWRDTN JoHA, THEN THE
ITY MAINTENANCE offcals lau theu system for | 32 oo and T ca it o sty b NENHAMPEHEE FROH LOHNKERRY, THEN HER.£Y CLARKHOULD FIE NN
Q resudential red m ﬁ%gnﬂlgggmaan SOUH.CARQ Liva IN DR D .60 SLesw
E%:mﬂ:w_pm§|g»=§n§_ua§_nﬁ.o= r».—..!..as:nsm..m:u..paoe_n FESEWNw 2
dnive tnans 8 .
rs and pedes| trying to negotiate newly scraped H«ww m___.uo.”mﬁm y .mn“_ nu__wmm _me“ﬂw E.M
The mumapahty’s snow- plan overall makes good doms passing Te are other wis-
sense ?ESPS—.%»E&.MMH”E«%ESE&E? mﬁz_mmnh.ﬁ o

the goal 15 to plow all streets within 72 hours If the snowfall
EuﬁmﬁEﬁ—ﬁu.chBFE:ﬁ—%%EoE%&.ﬂE
58-558%3?..%%%5%5.5?2&
contractor costs

The problem comes on nesghborhood streets left un-
plowed for a week or more because the snowfall was but 2
or 3 inches ?gﬁnﬁps—_ﬂ:v—ggﬁg?ﬁ
long after it falls, the trucks can create a slippery and haz-
ardous surface dangerous both for dnvers and those on
foot

irm:%mgésgru_ai:ﬁ_mﬁn@:n&gg
amﬁgn:&msgg&o:ngvnwsg
problems —.e_,SBB._S.uE:_ESonQEmS park at metered
spots, espeaally in the downtown area The muniapahty’s
plowing strategy seems to work well there

5?5535&&555@553035@%5
wnmn_nnw__m.n.msanwmgmg<um2mnm:u§=§ But
irmf:mu:nen.ma;iomronga.gam%g

would be better off left alone e
WITH MODERN vehicles, residential streets are rarely *~ %ﬁﬁ:ﬂ%ﬂhﬂh FLE% less she cusses first Make sure your

.o e
__urmm_ n.ww.c éaﬁgﬁnﬂu ndhurml.hwn n&i?%m_ﬁn. bberals waﬂ. afier Brennan ..N_w_@@w_.lnuhﬂssa going but aren, S0FES e o st ?Eﬂ-..u:% when !
on most streets packed down quite adequately, opening the your money and will suck yaur soul .W.onvan.. that pretty girls and “SSIng be creative and use good taste

night out through your ey Ifone \ —t’s possible
way for dnvers with conventional two-wheel drive vehicles comes to your door, don't answer the E«.ﬂwﬁﬂ: !.._E_ vn_mﬂhﬁﬂum .ﬂ.ﬁ * Slow down for speed bumps, don't

® And forget about the four-second © Go hunting and and
rule, 1f you drop food on the floor, exther mﬁ@.%:ﬁnﬂ-ﬂn!%gﬁw
wash it off or throw it away Jeff Lowen- with you, and your dog

a

u et " grow up to be cowboys Make ‘em be
NN  nght disgusting »
o e Be you Like your spo doctors and lawyers and such” Espe-

aally doctors
and passionate romantuc love don't last * Never swear in front of a lady un-

and studded tares bell, just pull down the blinds and wat ten lover may be tempted to overlaok roll through stop signs, fasten your seat

gmgggnﬁm%ﬂ_@_éwi&gé untl 1t goes away the fact. belt, use your tum signal and — if you
angm._wESmmZm_a‘voga:gEEv&g But © When the greens tell you the sky 1s * Get lots of rest, eat well and drink  speed, make sure you're not the first car
when plows come through days later they convert the street falling, be sure to look up before you good wine, but not too much. in line That's the one most likely to
surface into a genuine hazard that can cause falls and bro- chmb E.%..ﬁ_ something ﬂsﬂgg . hﬂwrsmﬂ ﬁﬁ“_ o._.u.:m. have one, show >..._“ m: Sﬂmernﬂvﬁﬂuw. radar
bones people trying them ﬂa&ﬂ_ many scams get t permanent gun you nde a wear
ken or worse for le o walk an s most every one The tattoo can be an embarrassment later & helmet

. fallen for al
?EEEEEE%nE@QE%@EEEE- Alaska Legslature 15 a Lttle more level- on, especially 1f 1
3 ly f 1t's the name of a former ¢ And, as they used to Mas- -
pal plows 15 broken up by the passage of studded tires on pr1- headed (All things are relative ) lover sachusetts e.:_w.n the %nn«.n_...?as

vate passenger cars ® Buy a dog and give hum lots of at- ¢ Leam to fly and save your pennies  Michael Curley, vote and vote of
Maintenance workers say leaving snow on aity streets tention wcgn..,.n_mp him watch television fora ._Sm_.w_uan E.ﬂag__%.?s.. staymn ten 4 early
Eéoé_nsgzuéﬁwggiggv when you're at work or hell be quoting >__wu_E _m.".u a :npa_.:»::._ beuutiful That ought to do it for now
comes But it seems somebody 1n authonty should be looking ggﬂ“&ﬂ”ﬂﬂﬂnﬁm ._“.uﬂ..nﬁ_..u.wﬂ: crvoy 1ty qust suting Tom Brennan is an editor of The An-
at the streets to be plowed and evaluating whether such ner Forget cats, they're sneaky * Stay in Alaska chorage Times
vggngﬂggnsgzggggm
they are trying to avord. The Anchorage Times
Sometimes downg nothing can be a far better solution than Edilors ‘TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL _n_.-....ma. 8192, WILLIAN | ToBIN, 2648193 | oo vous o ,__s._n_qﬁasﬁﬂz.a N potind
using money and manpower on making things worse than Assocaty edtor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX'907.264 8194 under an agreement t preserve the separats eds

I 1 to be ® emall AnchTimes@ataska net tonal voica of the former Anchorage Times
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MMS OFFERS MAJOR GAS LERSESIN . . .

Cook Inlet

w.—yamﬁw MINERALS Management Service says the
area of Cook Inlet proposed for a new offshore o1l
and gas lease sale could provide more than 1 trllion cu-
bic feet of natural gas for Southcentral Alaska homes,
businesses and industries

By companison, the Prudhoe Bay Field contains 26
tnllion cubic feet of gas, enough to provide feedstock for
a mayor pipehine from the North Slope to the U'S M:d-
west Though the estimated potential of the Lower Cook
Inlet leases 1s considerably less, gas discovenes of such
magmtude could have a huge impact on the financial for-
tunes of Southcentral

The Lower Cook Inlet sale tentatively 1s scheduled for
next May and 1sn't likely to be an economic boon for
Some years to come, if ever But the prospect of such a
huge gas reserve so close at hand 1s a welcome reminder
5%_” Cook Inlet remains a place of great resource poten-
tx

The area proposed for leasing 1s 1n federal waters and
covers about 2 million acres extending from south of
Kalgin Island to just northwest of Shuyak Island 1n wa-
ter depths ranging from 30 to 650 feet It does not 1n-
clude Shelikof Strait

MMS removed from its proposed sale a narrow band
of blocks offshore of the lower Kena: Peninsula and the
Barren Isfands, which are considered cntical habitat for
Steller sea Lions, an endangered species Those areas are
also used by the residents of Port Graham, Nanwalek,
Seldovia and others for subsistence The withdrawn areas
are believed to have a very low chance of contawning sig-
nuificant ol or gas resources

Announcement of the sale brought a predictable and
hysterical response from green groups that oppose new
oil and gas development in the area Among the most vo-
cal was Bob Shavelson, a spokesman for the self-appoint-
ed guardian group Cook Inlet Keeper, who denounced
the sale and the Bush-Cheney administration in a single
breath

The sale announcement came just a day before Unocal
Corp announced its discovery of a major gas field seven
mules southeast of Nuulchik on the Kenai Pemnsula The
Happy Valley field, as 1t 1s called, 1s eshmated to contain
75 bilhion to 100 billion cubic feet of recoverable natural
gas A Unocal spokeswoman said the find was its largest
gas discovery in Alaska in 20 years “We're pleased,” she
said wath justifiable pnde

The Unocal discovery 15 a welcome sign of hife in the
Cook Inlet o1l and gas industry, which has been largely
overshadowed by North Slope developments for many

Russell Crowe naval film a classic

By CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER c ROV

The great director Builly Wilder was ﬂwcam MOORE WAS
once asked about subtlety in movies “Of %wmso.._mﬂk_. %m@@—w—uﬁz ot
course, there must be subtleties,” Wilder with nﬁo:w% 2
said “Just make sure you make them OWN awﬂ&ﬂ.m sv....WW
obvious ® Y s

‘The trauler for “Master and Comman- CalB
der,” the epic, can hardly be
described as subtle It 15 a dazzhng mon- §z
g%nﬂﬂgga—.ﬂn@ 19th-
century naval warfare, with cannon-
balls, bodies, furnuture and masts flying TEORM QT and.
all over the place Nonetheless, my first PUBLIC PLACE'
reaction to a screeming of the film was .
that it was ggﬁﬂ“%ﬂ—__hu-. —E% I ! _vO_u_.__.._."N_.F_.
was not sure it a mass audi-
e Beshaps bty tnwrng ward | b e

8 ty1s WOl [] =

It qﬂmnn_ﬂuw&mbgr“ Eg—.siﬂ-ﬁg ] glﬂ:l.!s-

DN\ 4%%

‘eir’s mind and manner, but perha; L.
refinement 1s the word for what t  have never heard of, often 1ssued in
hinder the film's | Russell Crowe's barely audible drawl,
EQ&M.EES:SEEEE.«.%G. %Emasngumo:
ographed naval mayhem, butit 1s -
spread over two hours of thoughtfulness  delity to authentiaty), and you some-

and restraint tumes wish that the movie had been ac-
The story, drawn from the Patnck companed by subtitles

OBnan nuvels, 1s framed by battle Weir's restraint carnes into a re-

scenes between a Bniash and a French markable austenty regarding women.

warship The TV trailer promises In the movie's version of a lave interest,
“‘Gladator’ at sea " But the movie 1s re- a Brazhan beauty in a small boat sell-
ally about the nature of naval bfe in the ing wares offshore to the saulors of Cap-
age of saul, the nature of ommand and tain Aubrey’s ship catches Aubrey’s eye
the nature of fnendshup (betweenthe  for a moment at a considerable distance
ship’s captain and the ship's doctor) For about five is you see Aub

Eagpgip%ng
ing live coverage of the to Baghdad
back 1n Apnl but 1 now shipping from
memory

T et o
ago, Sept 11, long
Afghanistan, long before Butitar
Eﬁnnngons\wq?—“ﬂnecﬁrnpg
the lugh seas — ships under umfied
command meeting 1n duel ngag
ment 1n open waters — represents a dis-

Although entirely fictional, “Master (Crowe) her glance
and Commander” mght be considered And that st m.asm_.»:s:ﬁ.s
the most dramatic and brllant naval marks the only appearance of women in
documentary ever made It should be on the entare two hours of the film, settng
the reading (viewing) List of every col- & new record for sexual austenity in an
lege course on the hustory of naval war- epic, a record previously held by
fare Weir has given unbelievable atten-  *f of Arabia "
tion to every detail of the period — the The austenty works as film, as does
cookware, the ngging, the unifurm but- the fidelity to detail My only worry s
tons, the dnnking songs, the instru- that it won't sell to the who flock to
ments of surgery see “Prrates of the Canbbean,” who ex-

And the mode of speech This is pect sex and swashbuckling between
where I warry about subtlety Ispeak their battle scenes, and whose patron-
Englsh reasonably well, but I could on- age 1S needed for the movie to recover its
ly make out about half of the dialogue  $135 mubhon cost.
That 1s because Weir has maintuned an 1t.15 perhaps odd to worry about a
unswerving fidelity to the period dialect film's box office, but when a film 15 ag
(the 1805 action 1s situated about splendid as this one, you want 1t to suc-
halfway bety us and Shakespeare’s  ceed Perhaps it wall helped 1n the
tume, and 50 are the diction and syntax) United States by its tming We are at
?munnnspgn.gcgg::uwoc war, and this 1s a film not just about the

talled of warfare that, in the

—&:&eﬂn.ﬂﬂﬂ%sﬁgsg
er, 15 dee)
m?ﬁ_rogn%?»%g

1 hus httle Bntish 18 up agamnst

Charles Krauthammer writes a weekly,
nationally syndicated column for the Wash-
ington Post. His column 1s distnbuted by
the Washington Post Writers Group ©
C ight 2003 The Washii Post Co
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TIMING PROBLEM MAY HAVE HURT . . .

ANWR effort

x.—u HOUGH THE pending energy bl does not authonze
ol and gas dniling on the coastal plam of the Arctic Na-
tonal Wildlife Refuge, the ANWR 1ssue 1s by no means
dead

Faulure of Congress to address the 1ssue senously this
year was a pamnful, -nvaegm.mggsnﬁg_gm
struggle to develop the coastal plain’s enormous ol and gas
potential

But green activists who have convinced many members of
Oo:@ﬁm:pw:rmgugvg_muoamgoneﬂrgg
Arctic paradise may want to postpone their celebration The
battle 1s far from over Gov Frank Murkowsla and Alaska’s
congressional delegation have vowed that the fight wall go on
and wen't end untul Alaskans prevail and the econonue po-
tental of the area becomes a reality

The bleak and frozen coastal plain 1s believed to contain
oil and gas 1n substantial quantities, enough to create thou-
sands of jobs and generate tax and royalty revenues for Alas-
ka for many years to come ANWR could become a mayor
new source of energy for Alaska and the nation, one large
enough to offset the decline from aging North Slope ail fields

THE REASON for this year's defeat on the ANWR 1s-
Sue may not relate entirely to the persuasive arguments of
Alaska’s opposition, the timung of the discussion may have
had a lot to do with it

The threat of a Democratic filbuster kept the ANWR pro-
vision out of the energy bull, but Sen Lisa Murkowska re-
ports that some of the Senate votes needed to thwart the fili-
buster held back because the senators were already voting
nﬁEmnuESmsB:BmmSggonw:EwEwwm
pipeline

“The truth 1s,” she said, “that it 1s very difficult to convince
members of Congress, both Republicans and Democrats,
that an Alaska gas pipelme and ANWR should be enacted in
the same year They begin to see Alaska as asking for too
much”

Though the gas pipeline provisions worked agamnst
progress on ANWR thus year, the fact that the pipeline wall
hopefully be off the congressional table next year may
strengthen the state's hand in future discussions on the
ANWR 1ssue

And if construction of a gas pipeline 18 immunent or under
way when the ANWR 1ssue next comes to the fore, the na-
tion may once again perceive Alaska as a major energy state
wr_mssﬁngﬁg_mﬂﬁ%o:ensmgg_u&&auﬁ
needs

Alaska’s ANWR cause 15 just Too much 1s at stake to
walk away from the fight now The struggle should continue
no matter how long 1t takes

- By WALTERE WILLIAMS

The largest losers of Amenca’s ant:-
tobacco crusade aren't tobacco compa-
mues and smokers, it’s the Amencan peo-
e_mE_SEanﬁaB@:.b:v.wZEn:vE...
vate property nghts

You say, “Hold 1t, Wilbams, I agree
that people have the nght ta smoke and
harm themselves, but they don't have
the nght to harm others with those nox-
1ous tobacoo fumes'” Let’s look at it, be-
cause harm 1s a two-way street.

¥f you're allergic to tobacco smake or
Just find 1ts odor unpleasant, and [ X
smoke 1n your presence, | harm and an- [
noy you However, if 'm prohihited from
smolung a cig n your p , 5N 2
I'm harmed because of a demal of what )

1 find a pleasurable expenence 8

There's an obvious conflict One of us
18 harmed How can it be resolved?
There are several ways You mught con-
sder the harm [ suffer trivial compared

Protect private property rights

brute fc Whether a smoker 15 harmed or meon-

. o orce decides wheth
smolang bans in bars, o ere’ll be smoking or no smoking 1n venienced by not being allowed to
restaurants  and restnurants smoke 1 his restaurant 1s irrelevant
worlcplaces Totalitanans mught justfy their ac- Sumlarly, uf a restaurant owner wishes

Alternatively, 1 §
might consider the
harm you suffer triv-
1al, and organize a
bunch of people and & .
lobby lawmakers ”a SR
mandate that smok-
ﬁmuvo permitted in Williams a o queh th

, restaurants and workplaces of private property confhct reso-

Let's thunk about thus for a moment. lution 15 one of the primary functons of Hosgﬁssﬁ..??gﬁ
If you owned a restaurant, and did not private Ppro] , namely 1t deades who In today’s America, the successful
allow smolang, wouldn't you find 1t of- gets to dede how what property sused anti-tobacco campagn has become
fensive if a law were enacted requinng in what way Put another way Who template for conflict resolution through
you to permut smoking? Fm guessing may harm whom in what ways? the forceful unposttion of wills through
you'd deem such a law tyranny In a nutshell, private property nghts the poliical system 1t’s part of a contan-

After all, you'd probably conclude, 1ts have to do wath nights held by an awner umg trend of attacks on private proper-
your restaurant, and »f you dan’t want to keep, acquire and use property i meﬁ

1t N s vate property nghts are the byl
deem 1t just as offensve uf smolang were  sumular nghts held by another Private Wark for Lberty, and should be ly
a

were enacted banning smoking 1n

reslaurants
The total thod to Ive p propert

the conflict 15 through pohitical power lution,

and guns In other words, the group ership If the owner u-

with the greatest power to organize gov- rant to be smoke-free, 1t 1s hus nght
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e MR TORDREE . - Another book of great pioneer memories
O—.— Hmmazm By WILLIAM J. TOBIN m mu Serpents, Stunners, Snow Birds, Sena-

tors, Sabers, or even the South

IS 18 THE St s T

HE BUREAU OF LAND Management is dong the o e ot Pronoor Pl new school near the south of the border

night thing by reviewing rules for oil exploration andde- |  at Sixth Avenue and F Street, right mn ? Dudn't they think of Mex-

2 FI ?
velopment for the Teshekpuk Lake area of the North Slope across the street from Covenant House, 1cah rose? On second thought

The area 1s inside National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska and pick up the second volume of “Fond LOOKING AHEAD to events

and appears to have major ol reserves beneath 1ts tundra, M of Anch Py "Itsa scheduled for 2004, make a note that

perhaps 3 2 bilion barrels of recoverable ail It1s also nch wonderful book, filled with stones and the western branch of the Couneil of

with wildhfe and 18 an important subsistence hunting and photos of hundreds of the _.H%_n who State Governments will hold 1ts annual

et e, | SR Rt

North Slope residents are that ol - sellout two prin Vo E-_ﬁ “ﬁ%. ber of the counal's

opment there wall fish and wildlife populations and and this edibon — with completely new FOR RIGHT NOW, however, it’s

Jeopardize their subsistence activities Those are important stortes from a whole different collection tame to update your Chnstmas card hst.
concerns and the BLM should — and most certainly will — of pioneers — looks hike another best Santa will drop off Yulet:de bundles for_,

take them into consideration seller This time, 5,000 copies of the Phoebe and Wood, at 1045 Alta

But the bottom line 1s that the area contains important $29 95 hardcover book were printed, but Vista Road, Lowswile, KY 40205 She

natural resources both on the surface and deep below 600 of those already have been sold was head of ARCO’s finanaial affairs

ground The federal agency responsible for those public preorders The rest will be on 1\,11004] feast And if you're looking to Dere before the company morphed mtq

lands needs to take a hard and thoughtful look at how both i
resources can be made available for pubhe use
01l development need not interfere wath fish, wildhfe or oth-
er surface resources That has been proven elsewhere on the
North Slope, which has been a major source of the nation’s ol
since the trans-Alaska pipeline began operations in 1977
Important natural resources exist in, around and below
Teshekpuk Lake The BLM needs to consider both industry’s
ability to operate without interfering with surface resources or

Dr, Belingham, WA 98226 Deliver
BUT THERE'’S good news, too The d greetings . calling
arnival of Thanksgiving, we're happy to uqum 4707 ny by (360)
L report, means that 1n just four we —_

. : SPEAKING OF the Nogals, many
subsistence achvities and whether the subsurface oil and gas 1915, graces the dust 1opn plus a day or so — the days wall start get-
resources can be developed in harmony with the surface world. | Jacket of the new val- tang longer So much for winter, eh? na:nr_h_...m:aw_—“__i. mgwﬁ EﬂEmMﬂe.ﬂ:wﬂ

Years of experience have shown that such harmony 1s not ume — and that scene alone 1s worth THE DAYS DO fly by, n other the host and hostess at the Inn at Lang
only possible but quite likely Surely enough harmony can be the pnice of the book. On the back cover words, with considerable speed But, ley, a gorgeous boutique hotel an Whad-

1sa derful photo of Anchorage City alas, Brad Phulhps’ great cruise ship, the
achieved to allow a major source of oul to be developed within Hall, 85 1t stood 1n 1936, with Fourth Klondike Express, 1sn' really as fast as Wm:w.__m_u:m. ﬁﬂr&ﬂ”ﬂwnmsz.n&m%h _

a national petroleum reserve
Avenue a dirt road at the front door In- was reported here a few weeks ago It
sude are scores more photos and snap. Gidn't really travel between Valdez and Benor service, they have gane out on
oung trappers shotsofpeople and placu tha were and San Prancacon less than 24 hours No, '3 L SPE0co® b 000 ey
are part of Eo..»ﬁun hving ﬁrﬂﬂ maran made that fast trip between I8 .8:3 Mcgarry’s Roadhouse, and if
HE ANIMAL protection people are collapsing n a Credit a whole bunch of people you're in the neghborhood, 1ts located
pro peo, psing ork bers of the Historcal Com Seattle and San Franasco 18 stall
faint over news that Alaska Girl Scouts are learning to work, members 15 " a mghty good clip, nautically speaking 8t 510 Wisconsin Avenue 1n that scemic
trap beavers muttee of the Pioneers of Alaska auxl- IT WAS UMNZ Kk 1 Porthern Montana recreation haven
: 1ary Fond Memones Volume I 1s dedi- guick, t00. 3l SUNDAY PUNDAY: A fellow
Granted, trapping 1s pot a traditional Garl Scout activaty, things considered, that our town’s §
at least n places Lke Boston, Los Angeles and New York It cated to the late Kay Lanton, who was oy qqt phygh school, South Anchorage, Weanng a ConocoPhulips baseball cap
15, however, a respected Alaska tradition that can mgramn one of those who pulled the first book to- ., 0 up with a mascot and 1ts school Was seated at the counter at the White
q » gether and who worked on this second 1o = 5 full before 1t opens for Spot the other morning enjoying hus
il - year opel g
young women with respect for wild creatures and under ed tl shortly before her death brealfast “f | o * h
tand fhow to utthze them ition until shortly before her death 5 first classes Wolverines, eh? Black ove eggs,” he
* ;M-—%W_u c».wcc:.m_.nwccvwh in Fairbanks are learning to _nwm-,h—ﬂﬂmmqwm-ZQ THE £ ﬂm&m&&. ehf’ Well, _.Emm&_ ork fine, no seated “MM».JBJ_MB ..Zo»-n . mwmnun.“._ his
tart portul
find the ammals’ dens, lay the traps, skan the beavers, tan Thanksgiving week, Fond gm.u:%hﬂa .“_ _=m..oww=n...%«n—_—.bhoﬂ.= for om..—m Moﬂmw_.. vc_m_h_% “As far as T'm 8:“@5&. hard
ﬁﬁwﬁ. ...E.ms ts and muftens from the hideo and Ty Gy g_ah.aj% o._p.__.»:__ ity At ﬁmu.«_____u or e ior o7 T Wiken: .._“pﬂ.nﬂ _v_sw.. ditor of Th
ver ursaay as your 1 gathers wnga | i n is an editor of I-]
The scouts — ages 10-12 — are learming their skills under around the table to celebrate this great maybe the Starbursts, Strikers, Swans, ge Times
the state-run Take a Kid Tra program, which 13 aimed
TUun a pping , Wi 18 n
at controlling flooding and other damage caused by a grow- -—_.-—.-Q ?%AU—..”WQ Eg The Vauce of the Times does not represent the
ing tion of beavers Editors_TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8153 wiews of the Anchorage Dally News 1tis published
To aflutter at the thought of young gurls trapping, Assocate éditor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « PO Bax 100040, Ancharage, AK 99510« FAX 907-264-8194 | under an agresment o preserve the separats edi-
we say get over it. o g-mail AnchTimes@alaska net tonal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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MINDLESS AND HATEFUL PROTESTORS . . .

‘Who are they?

George W Bush 1n London that put about 70,000 useful 1d-
10ts 1n the street?

In this case, 1t 13 an umbrella group calling itself the “Stop
zﬁiﬂggu.-wgonng%g%%mg
stripe and commumnists with a visceral hatred for this nation,
Bush and freedom

! a
whose latest book has a cover showing a young Iraq: boy un-
nating an the head of an Amencan soldier Wait, there's
more The group’s steering commuttee 1s replete with mem-
”.%%Emggﬁgsnggig

on

ITS WEB page Links read hike a “Who's Who” of leftasts
in every shade of pink, induding International Answer (Act
Now to Stop War and End Raasm), a Stalimst group closely
c&SFa—:SﬂﬁgggogﬁEEmisﬂﬁu
World Party This bunch organized most of the anti-Amen-
can rallies in this country dunng the past year

Thegood people who mundlessly march and chant in
these demonstrations have no clue that if they were to suc-
ceed 1t would plunge Iraq back into the same madness and
ggqmpucgéﬁghﬂmgﬂérrm_w
have no1dea they are doing so at the behest of folks who are
the direct pohtical descendants of the bloodiest butchers in
gﬁl—o@:ﬁj..gai %nﬁnﬁnﬁymw&wgﬁ o

- mto
the Dark Ages

So, you have to wonder why the news medsa refers to
these folks anly as “organizers " Why pretend they are some-
thing other than what they are? Are the media’s editars too
lazy to find out who is pulling the strings? Or do they tanitly
approve of them and their tachcs? B

You'd think they would be more than interested. If the “or-
ganzers” succeed m thewr ulimate mission, editors wall be
among the first marched off for re-education.

By LEWM WILLIAMS, JR.

Eight of Alaska’s business leaders
Gov Frank Murkowsk 1n a letter

Southeast Alaska is faring well

ung for el more

of Alaska’s resources to bring yobs and

revenue fo the state A subsection of that
18

LR ] 2
Aside fro n_“no. the governor has and ugg_—su:ﬁ.ggu. that are

-state programs boost- Now representation in . &re okle
Alaska An exam theast ture 1s P...w« distnbuted along the Pan- afla ly
Mﬁu..n.!r.%—:aﬁgs_ﬁ_ﬂbﬁwﬁ.nng. handle Kstchikan and Saxman have Alaska Steamship Co used to carry

ber industry and threats to its salmen Rep Bill Wilhams of Saxman, Wrangell sengers until 1951 Cheaper ar

has Rep Wilson and has Jean El 200, high cost of old, mef

e o e e 8 et B torabarg v choed o ol aihey Berent shipe and opening the Alsska

Saturday, the governor flew to Sitka Kockesh of Angoon represents South- Highway — roads! — ended Alaska
to > Sitka b Bert €ast’s outlying pownts from Hyder to EE%E

t y Juneau, themost pop-  The Manne board w:
SRS Dty | S,
to accept a mssion with the t n«:cmu_.-nﬂ.mw—--&—ng .._.““n n—ﬂ.ﬂ-ﬁﬂ—nﬂ” EEE&:EE Sﬁa%ﬁnﬂb phyid
of Transportation When Distnct One &ﬁﬂ Siikea vmum.nﬁ%ﬂbm. voice of the people affected

L XN

drew her name so the governor went to rry to share wi ay Lew Willlams Jr Is a retired publisher of
58_5.55»_“-" Congratulations to EE‘Q——EU—E&“—“EE the Ketchikan Daily noi-. z_ﬂ.lr.!-__ Is
mggs?aﬁﬂ Ketchikan might become the forry gys- Imwjr@wotidnetattnet.
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THE WARY WE SEE IT, THE MORE . . .

The merrier

>.mS.mEcw COURT judge did the nght thing 1n 15-
suing a temporary court order allowing the Green Par-
ty of Alaska to remain on the 2004 primary election ballot as
an official party

The state Division of Elections i February bumped the
party from the ballot State law seemed pretty clear To win
a spot on the ballot as a party, a group must field a guberna-
S:h_onomnﬁawnﬁ »mircismwvu_wn. .
cent votes cast or be to
boast a number of regstered vot- __ The entire issue
ers equal to that number, which _-r& will be fought
in the last governor's racewas  gut in court at some
6945 later date for political

The Green Party, whichwon
its spurs 1n 1990, fell short junides and to the de-

on both counts Only 4,778 people light of lawyers, but
are registered as Green Party — for now what can al-
that’s 103 percent of the total — lowing the Greens on
and far short of 6,945 And last the ballot hurt?
year, Diane Benson, the party’s
gubernatonal candidate cratered
with only 13 percent of the votes cast Clearly, the Green
Party’s message 1s a resonating like a concrete bell with

Under the law, the party appeared to be toast Not to be
deterred, the Greens went to court and argued that basing
the party requirement only on gubernatonal elections was
wrong Jim Sykes, party co-chairman, argued he won 7 24
percent of the vote whe:: he ran for the US Senate in 2004

HOW PERFORMANCE IN the governor's race be-
came the benchmark for party status 1s unclear Judge John
Reese said hinking party status to only one election race
could be unconstitutional He opined that the state has an
interest in guaranteeing that parties with even a “modicum”
of support have a spot on the ballot

We think Reese probably did the nght thing The entire
1ssue likely will be fought out in court at some later date for
pohitzcal junkees and to the delight of lawyers, but for now
what can allowing the Greens on the ballot hurt? The more
the mernier in the arena of pohtical 1deas, even 1if some of
them stink,

From the perspective of wanting what’s best for the state,
we could only hope that sometumne 1n the future there would
be a stableful of left-leaning “parties” on the ballot with a
“modicum” of support to drain votes from Democrats who
tarelessly work for more and bigger government

Dozens of anti-development, tax and spend parties trying
to peddle one goofy acheme after another would be a good
idea They would only make the case for Alaskans with
ideas, vision and a sense of what Alaska could be

What can be bad about that?

Our hearts and innocence were shattered

\WE Omn.mmv ,_.ONN
il \
JA 5%

By ELISE PATKOTAK

I was a 17-year-old high school semor

tting ready for opel nmght of my
m._mn—..unrnc_ uggmﬂ_ﬂmguiﬁ
shot. I recently found the paper I wrote
that year about those events Kennedy’s
death was a definng moment 1n Amen-
can hfe whether you hiked hum or not It
marked the end of the "50s and the be-

_4 wa.mwwmm_

AN

and so on were rented from New York. acted because unconsaously they knew

sor&ﬂ%:::ps:.n»aﬁ-:anﬁ they should

next two mights as “When the t ended I felt
W-w“.”u?oa school as mught fnally

“The bus I tool though a century had passed since
was strangely quet Though filled with mornung I felt 10 years older and 20

teen: it the quiet of a fu-
nn_.w_.amuﬂr ars rolled nMEEv. down

stay home, to lock myself in my room 45,14 be able to them. Ten, 20,
way from all the newspapers, TV and an”nn
radios I d to he on my bed and ?ﬁn&ﬁ.ﬁhﬂ—nﬂ. Lmpressions

We will now recte a rosary for the re- think, think of all that had happened those
vmowmﬁmﬁﬁw“w_v.onﬂﬂ late president, and of all that was to happen ﬁ._wp as _ I8 been 40 years ince I wrote
J ,

“Now the silence was broken by muf- show must go on €
fled sobs and the .ﬂvoamﬂszﬁveg “I was only on the stage four tmes 23 :_.Mﬂ:o as ﬁr.:ﬁ—ﬂ:oomrﬂ.%mmau
iﬁaa%a%«ﬁﬂb% gww_n.%.m_. humself rnp each h.Em:—EE a %ﬂa nwannB to M\ao_“. the ﬁ:.unan ﬂmwomn_.__._v ped pinw g

it t to con emotion observe the audience ouse was
within hhm packed Yet it seemed more packed The '60s had begun and there would be

that trite old saying declares — the Nﬂaﬁﬁnﬂﬁggﬂﬂﬁ
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three thousand dollars to flex They were only there because a row, lives in Ancharage and owns Pre
ut off the play because the costumes relative was in the play They only re- Cargo Ltd, a writing/graphics

The Anchorage Times

el

k-]

The Voice of the Times does not represent the
Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN J. TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Daily News. It 15 pubished
Associate edrtor JEN SINGYKE, 264-8107 » PO Box 100040 Anchorage, AK 99510 ¢ FAX. 807-264-8184 under an agreement to preserve the separate odi-
o g-mall AnchTimes@alaska.net tonal vorce of the former Anchorage Times.



====== ge Dally News Thursday November 20,2003 B.F
u-._.v.“.__.ﬂ-..-.nz <°Hommmmnww .m.wm’ -”..”-m.w.—. mm i—-.-.u-.-r.ﬂ .-__.__..___ou_z
STEVENS z_ua FOR NEW RULESON . . .

Air cargo

EN. TED STEVENS 1s pushing hard for hberalized

cargo transfer rules that would allow Anchorage Inter-
national Aurport to coiapete effectively wath foreign awrports
for major cargo handling business

The change would allow intermational airhnes to carry car-
go between Alaska and other U'S airports if the foreign Lines
have a revenue-shanng agreement with a US camer serv-
ing Alaska. It apphes to cargo passing through Alaska and
relieves Anchorage from rules that otherwise would prohubit
foreign carriers from hauling cargo between U S arports

The measure 18 an 1mportant one and would put Alaska
on an equal footang wath awrports in Russia and Europe that
aggressively are trying to capture cargo business that might
otherwise come to Alaska.

ANCHORAGE has become an important cargo hub
since 1996 when the US Department of Transportation
granted foreign air camers authonty to transfer cargo be-
tween awrcraft in Alaska en route to therr final destinations

Airport Manager Mort Plumb reports that the more hberal
rules would create jobs here for ground crews, logistics work-
ers and pilots Such a change 15 essential to keeping the air-
port named for Ted Stevens competitive in a changing world.

Chances for passage of the measure appear good since
Anchorage's increased competativeness wall not come at the
expense of other US awrports The only losers wall be Alas-

. ka's foreign competitors

Alaska 1s strategically located on the great arde awr
routes With reasonable rules and good management, Alas-
ka's airports are well-positioned to become key players in the
world cargo handhing business

Refreshing change

T IS INDEED refreshing when a candidate for Assembly

works so hard to be open and forthcoming about his cam-
pasgn finances that he goes above and beyond the law’s re-
quirements to keep the public informed

Dan Coffey 1s pledging that he'll be filing monthly disclo-
sure reports with the Alaska Public Offices Commussion now
mnstead of waiting untal February 2004, when the law re-
quures the reporting to begin.

Coffey, an Anchorage lawyer, 18 running against Assem-
blyman Doug Van Etten, who, you may recall, was not near-
ly so forthcoming on hus campaign finance and conflict of m-

In fact, he was fined $11,000 by APOC for hus failures The
aty ethics commssion also found he had violated the city’s
ethics code, but gave him a pass

We much prefer Coffey’s approach to such matters

Begich gives Wohlforth sweet deal

By PAUL JENKINS

year He tightened hus belt and hired his
aold E.MWEEE chum, former Assembhly-
man Charles “Don’t Call Me Charhe”
‘Wohliforth, as a speechwnter and adviser -
Spinning the budget shortfall for us | & .
rubes, B%Mn:.:w with high-paid help, |5 AX
must be dehiciously temptang, but spin-
ning does not come cheap nowadays —
even when you're hunng old pals
As 1t turns out, mayors 1n this city
can sign sole-source contracts of up to @es of a long-range transportation plan cent of the vote, promusing no new taxes

$30,000 with very ht- now being crafted In the blink of an eye, he supports a fire
tle oversight The con- “He's getting pard for the work he has  hydrant tax and warns that 22 firefight-
tracts simply are re done,” Begich said Manday “T'm getting ers will be dumped 1f 1t doesn’t pass
parted monthly to the a lot of work out of hum for not very When faced with political heat, 1t was,
Assembly It has been s.%___,..n bie. h o éﬁm-MmF Well get the dough
done by other admun: e freebie, however, ended in Bnﬁw e
_u....wn_ﬂwﬁu!.—.u:gb September when Wohlforth was given ith that still stnking up the place,
g new What's now the $30,000 contract for 8 year s o ol oot toshako maney e of
wnung policy advice tru s -
that this ad thi d doing that Th tract, at s and three Democrat lawmakers’ cam

Elcnw.o.sanwmn_ﬁ..ugsa. EEEEEEE%_W._RBE
fice — until June 30, 2004 He i forap dnve and tmed
reality, 1s laying off hbranans, but stll ' ¢5 000 retroactively for July and August. 10 embarrass Gov Frank Murkowsla
managed to pry loose enough for retroac- In an e-maul to Ramseur, Wohlforth 2nd his_daughter Why? To help
tive pay for Wohlforth. said he would prefer a monthly check, E_&gg-—.ﬁa

Why Wohlforth? All bets are that “although the first check would have o TO top it off, we're laying off ity
David Ramseur, Begich’s thin-skunned  be more to go back to July I am keeping Workers, but now, we have “Dan't '
E%ﬁésé%ﬁz track of what I am downg by task, not by smo__s_.w%h%_n.nh.ﬁmm%
at taxpa; expense, ly coop hours Tracking by hours s a bug hassle ] retroactive -
when hus old boss, Tony Knowles, begins  don’t want " And who could blame hum? ngus 30 Gs
his campaign for Senate next year (He

wslature look bad ) With Ramseur gone, 3 a
Wohlforth would be a likely replace- sense She agreed to fimsh several pro- Jﬂﬁwﬁlﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂ_ o_.um we hkely
ment Of course, I could be wrong Jects under contract, includ ng mB:Enﬂao y a

Begich says Wohlforth worked for completion of the new Iealth and Hu- fresh voice from the ideologicall
um wathout pay for a few months, and Emﬁ_&gﬁﬁ_gg.ﬁg banlgupt mire on the loft greally
has been invaluable in such tasks as who knows what have happened? What were we thinking?

sorting out Department of Transporta- You have to wonder about the public’
tion and Public Faclities maintenance perception of the Begich admunistration Paul Jenkins in an editor of The Anchor-

. problems with the aty and the mntnica-  He sweeps into office with barely 45 per- age Times
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ENERGY BILL COULD ENABLE . . .

Gas pipeline

U ESPITE what you may read elsewhere, the gas
pipeline from Alaska’s North Slope to the US Mid-
west 1s not necessanly dead

It may, 1n fact, be very much alive The energy bill now
pending 1n Congress contains some tnportant provisions
for the pipeline and may actually make its construction
possible

The bill does not contain the tax relief to dampen the
nsk of ultra-low gas prices that ConocoPhullips has saxd 15
cntical to make the huge construction project a prudent in-
vestment )

Included, however, are construction loan guarantees on
the $18 billion to $20 billion project and allowances for ac-
celerated depreciation on some multibilion-dollar gas facil-
ities

Whule those incentives alone are unlikely to make the
pipeline a good investment for the North Slope producers,
they may bring 1t close enough to bewng feasible that Alas-
ka could bring its own economue leverage to bear and push
the project into the win column

The state’s leverage could, for nstance, allow it to pro-
vide investors up-front tax and royalty relef to be pard
back in later years Alaska may also be 1n a position to
provide the pipeline investors a measure of the low-price
protection cited by ConocoPhullips as so essential

THE STATE has much at stake in having the gas
pipeline venture move forward If the ine becomes a reali-
ty, Alaska stands to gain billions 1n property and severance
taxes, corporate income taxes and royalties in the years
ahecad

The project would bning clean-buriung fuel to a vast area
of the state and create thousands of jobs and opportunties

for generations to come It would also open the way for tap- _

png other Arctic gas reserves and starting a new gasn-
dustry in Alaska

If the energy bill passes 1n its present form, the state
of Alaska should immediately begin negotiations with
the producers and potential pipeline investors to deter-
mune what tax or royalty deferrals are required — defer-
rals that could benefit both the investors and the state —
to close the deal and get the line under construction

Construction of a pipeline to carry North Slope gas re-
serves to market could be the most important economic
development since the discovery at Prudhoe Bay 1n 1968
and construction of the trans-Alaska oul pipehne in the
following years

If a newly passed energy bill puts the ball in Alaska’s
court by allowing the state to make the critical decisions
on moving the pipeline forward, such discussions with
the producers would become a matter of utmost umpor-
tance

HB 69 would protect land rights

By REP VIC KOHRING

When the newspapers, my e-
mail and at local meetings, 1t's
clear there are a number of Valley resi-
dents with doubts about how shallow
natural gas extraction mught affect the
Mat-Su area

There has been an abundance of mus-
information on this 1ssue As people
read ahout how their property could be
.rz_r__ou&. dnlled nra covered with
gravel pads, pumps and compressors” or
their wells polluted by Evergreen Re-
sources or some other company, they
are leml as quest: about
what could happen to their property and
water nights

Underlying the whole problem 1s still
another, more basic lenge Alaska'’s
constitution and the Statehood Act
grant most subsurface rights to the
state 1n a giant sweep, fomenting all the
almost unsolvable problems we now
face If the “people of Alasks” awn the
subsurface, then individual property
owners cannot Thus we have an ongo-
ing, constant strugyle over who and how
the subsurface will be used

4&.5 government ownership, this

p will alway Changing
the constitution and Statchood Act
hould be d b rivate

property owners ought to benefit from
what's found under their land, but that's
another fight for another day

We have to deal with present laws as
they stand That’s why the Property
Rights and Water Protection acts have
been proposed to clanfy and strengthen
1n statute private property owners'
nghts as much as the consttution and
Statchood Act permit.

A key 155ue 15 whether a borough can
make and enforce regulations governung
SNG The answer 1s yes, despite misper-
ceptions to the contrary The state,
through the Department of Natural Ro-
sources, does ulumately have the author-
ity to overnde local ordinances (though
unlikely), regardless of House Bill 69, be-
cause of the constitutional role of local
governments as “subdivisions of the
state ” The pnmary intent of HB 69 was
not to mve developers permussion 1o run
roughshod over one’s property or foul
their water 1n the course of for

gas It was to tnm redundancy in the
permittng process so entrepreneurs are
not hamstrung by the state bureaucracy
But since some still aren't convinced
this 1s the case, the proposed bills wall
place private property and water protec-
tions clearly in “black and white” so
property owners can see that they do in-
deed have state laws and regulations
protecting them It wall also der ad-

The main purpose of this bill 15 to
stnke a balance hetween private proper-
ty nghts and the state of Alaska, which
presumes to own all the subsurface It's
to encourage balance in society so we
can have a new, private, economic en-
gune which will provide real jobs, creat-
ing wealth for all, as opposed to the
specter Ascnr.occ_._._ai: n 55.1_&_3

ditional provisions 1dentified in the cur-
rent review process being done by the
Department of Natural Resources,
whuch 15 exploning ways current protec-
tons may be improved

While Evergreen has said it will not
drill on private property without per-
mussion, protections should be beefed
up The new legislation wall make 1t
clear that no developer can so much as
walk on your private property without
adequate notice and consultation It will
also contan speaific language that a

of a dist 5 s
bent industry whuch runs over people in
the dnive to make money
Such a balance can be achieved It 18
ble to have a r ble o1l and
gas industry which respects private
property nights, which gwves us an 1m-
proved economy and which does not
spoil Alaska’s natural beauty My goal
has always been to ensure the maxi-
mum nghts and protections of private
property owners, and my hope 1s that
this 18 further accomphished with the

“surface use agr " being neg
ed 1n good fauth 15 acceptable to property
aiﬂww rm_.cn_.m a_._..__.:w occurs N

itw ace clanfying language
n statute to u:.s: e assurances that the
state 1s compelled to water sup-
phes from SNG n@h%%.:oﬂ and that
such protections already exist Lastly,

p 1 1n the Property and
Water Rights Protection acts

1 am carefully hstening to your con-
cerns, and doing what | can to prudently
address them When I sad in previous
statements that [ pledge to work to fix
any flaws in the process, | meant it [
welcome your support.

.w__.m acts _Sm_“‘ _mn.encﬁ to
state's leasing program requr-
ing additional public notice and public
comment to encourage more participa-
tion by those affected

Vic Kohring is a Republican and repre-
sents Wasilla and the Mat-Su in the Alaska
State Legi He is CI of the
Legisiature’s Oil & Gas Committee
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COMMISSIONER OFFERS CREENIES A . . .

- Reality check

RNESTA BALLARD tells it like 1t 1s Alaska’s com-
of enviro tal conservation told the Alas-
ka Miners Association earlier this month that environmen-
Egggggsgmgrﬁsg.ﬂgmm:bn
about the condition of the natural world
We couldnt agree mare ‘The Chucken Little approach to en-

National Wildlife Refuge comforting feelin
Ballard told the miners that g that ._mao 5:«...

Such 8 lock-everything et oD buzz often comes at

ﬂmﬂ_ lost our national resclve @ Significant cost -.e

to develop our resources " the wild areas of dis-
That approach distorts na-  tant nations.

cost ﬁﬁ%ﬁ..omﬁ&z—mgwﬁSnﬁ;%
portion of its e mun resources from

sources ke Saamﬁ&m East And that EEEE%@E.«HQ&B the
lives of Amencan military forces who must try to keep the
peace 1n volatile areas on which we are dependent.

g.wgqgawngnwgsggnso
her comments were out of step with the pohitically correct
m.mmn politics that domunate so much of Amencan Ife But

mesta Ballard understands that wte well and her com-
Bmsﬁioamagsmnﬂacnab.qgnnﬁggaun&m
as much as Alaska

An standing in a aty in Amernica’s Lower 48 can easi-
ly ::hhms:n why sentiment can be so easily whipped up to
lock away more of Alaska ‘The frontier has been pushed
Eic&ggﬁ&i&BgaggEg
aous to peaple trapped 1n concrete canyens

But more of Alaska away does not resolve such
problems In .»geﬂngzgné
and muneral n@uFuEa:»EEﬂBEEm:B:BnEm_oE
gﬁnﬁﬂnéigggngggg.
mental protection 18 far more lemient than it 1s here

g.ﬁoﬁSﬁEtﬁﬁEéﬂEﬁuﬂ:
overseas may give the enviranmentalsts a comfortang feel-
=ﬁ.v5=5:=8i§§§833m:§9
cost to the wild areas of distant nations

That may make sense to some folks, but to us it seems
nuts

Democrats fight over pickup trucks

By CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER R T ——

Howard Dean wants the white trash
vote That's not exactly what he saxd, 2
but that’s clearly what he meant when |#&%
he said he wanted the votes of “guys
with Confederate flags in thewr pickup
trucks ”

It was a beautiful moment It pro-
duced at the very next Democratic de-
rwﬁ:ﬁvmnnaﬁrem..p_msg a comedy
of ol bbery, 1 eond
sion and political correctness, with a
touch of race-baiting thrown n for good g
measure

was highhighted by Dean sa ng, 1n

EE:B.:E»EE:S»Q:»&MB — trash James Carville once said (of Paula Emnngpﬁsgwmaﬁ:—gpwv.

indeed, 1t seemed that every candidate Janes) you find by a $100 bull plted more st to the U'S
'ou could almost

Those people? All this proved a bit ~ The bigger problem for all of them, Hﬁuﬂuﬂﬂ ..ﬂm.n_u ﬂ.nhwe,ﬂ“u _._mu
much for John Edwards, whose knowl- g.sﬁgiiaﬁgﬁv place — and who mught most plaunbly
edge of the South 1s firsthand and not  sonas, 15, what are they gong to talk  grove for thdrawal
anthropological Edwards, who grew up about? The recent economuc news was a Question 18 Can Howard Dean sell
white, working class and southern, devastal blow to therr White House that to 5“.. with onﬁ-._.& te flag
made the devastatingly correct observa- chances T Democrats tried the “worst hus EEn.WQ a eral
tion that Dean’s lem 1s not raasm economy since the Great Dey "in D8P

thinks we Southerners are the kand of It must be adnutted that rarely have Copyright 2003 The Washington Post Co
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U.S. SUPREME COURT IS FOLLOWING . . .

Scary track

UPREME COURT Justice Sandra Day O Connor 1n

a recent speech said the nation’s courts must pay more
attention to international court deaisions to make a better
impression on other nations

The 73-year-old junist joins Justices Anthony Kennedy,
Stephen Breyer and Ruth Bader in making such starthng
statements in public forums and in hugh court deasions They
and Justices David H Souter and John Paul Stevens see the
Constitution as a “iving” document that can be shaped by
the latest legal fad or virtually ignored, if the need arises

O'Connor, speaking at a dinner before the Atlanta-based
Southern Center for International Studies, said the high
court considered European Court of Human Rights deczsions
1n overturning Texas’ sodomy law In upholding affirmative
action at the University of Michigan Law School, Breyer and
Bader ated the UN Convention on the Ehmination of All
Forms of Discnmnation Against Women, a treaty the U S
Senate has refused to ratfy for more than 20 years

“I suspect that over time we will rely increasingly, or take
notice at least increasingly, on international and foreign
courts in exammng domestic 1ssues,” she said, according to
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution Doing so, she said, “may
not only enrich our own country’s decisions, I think it may
create that all-important good impression ”

A good impression?

AT WHAT POINT did creating “that all-important
good 1mpression” became an integral part of a Supreme
Court justice’s job description? Where 1s that in Artacle I of
the Constitution? It 1s fnghicning that a majonty on our
high court would consider decisions from countnes less free
than ours It 1s fnghteming that our high court would even
care what they think.

Americans shed blood to be free of Europe and now our
Supreme Court majonty, in a breathless, heady embrace of
“one-worldism,” would dump our hard-won freedoms in the
blender of international public opinion — to make a good 1m-
pression

Our Founding Fathers must be spinning like windmulls in
their graves

Thank goodness for Justice Antonin Scalia, a conservative
consttutionalist who can read the Constitution and under-
stands the court’s role in the U S judiciary In a seething re-
buke of the court’s overturning Texas’ sodomy law, he wrote

“The court’s discussion of these foreign iews1s  mean-
ingless dicta Dangerous dicta, however, since this court
m_—oc_..._ not impose foreign moods, fads, or fashions on Ameri-

cans
If the hugh court does not reverse its ominous affection for
deaisions European, 1if the Constitution no longer 1s the law
of the land, Amenca’s freedoms will varush, and, as Ronald
Reagan once said “If we lose our freedom here, there 1s no
place to escape to Thus is the last stand on Earth.”

Politician’s public service speech
The Partnership for a CANADIAN DRUG-free America

By WALTER E WILLIAMS

Presidential aspirant Rep Dick
Gephardt, D-Mo , unwittingly per-
formed a public service 1n hus to
the Teamsters Local 238 1n Cedar
Rapids, lowa, last month He revealed
the true agenda behind so much of the
support for nuumum wages

He pledged that if he became presi-
dent he'd press the World Trade Orga-
nization to establish an international
muumum wage — one that he says 1s
high enough so that Amencan workers
are not competing with slave, sweat-
shop and m:mn_mg around the world

History has scen many calls for mun-
mum wages for the same reason — to
eliminate competition with workers
who'd work for less During South
Afnca's apartheid era, white unionists
argued “in absence of statutory mini-
mum wages, employers found it prof-
itable to supplant ly trained (and
usually highly paid) Europeans by less
efficient but cheaper . —
non-whites "

One South Affcan §

building industry A
stances I support the } ku_
rate for the job (mun- [ v. =
mum wages) as the

second best way of Wilhams

protectng our white artisans ”

M cons suffening

lly and gan skills through on-the-job-traiing
oversens dented opportunity for a better Minimum wage laws deny that opportu-
standard of ving That's his stated in- ity
tenuon, but when we analyze the cffects A more mnsidious effect of mummum
of policy, we can almost always ignore wages, as racists everywhere know, 1s
policy intentions that 1t lowers discnmination costs Say

One effect of mummum wages 1s that a white and a black were equally

of discnmination against the employ- ductive and an employer prefers white
ment of less-preferred workers A work- workers to black workers Since he has
er might be less-preferred in the eyes of to pay $9 an hour no matter whom he
a particular employer tn a number of hires, the cost of discnnunating aganst
ways He nught be low-skilled, less in-- the black worker 15 zero

The South Afncan Nursing Assoca- €L

tion condemned low wages received by
black nurses as unfair' Some nurses
said they wouldn't accept wage increas-
es until the wages of black nurses were
raised These are but several of numer-
ous examples of calls for minimum
wages cited in my 1989 book, “South
Afnca’s War Against Capitalsm ”
You can bet the farm that these calls
for minunum wages for blacks didn't
pl wlute comp for the wel-
fare of blacks Minumum wages are sum-
ply one of the most effective tools in the
arsenals of racists everywhere
I'm not charging Gephardt with
raasm He claims he just wants to end
policies that have left milhons of Amen-

or a different nationality or But 1f it were legal for the black
race worker to offer a lower pnice, there'd be
Put yourself in the place of an em- & cost to discnmuination That's preasely
ployer, and %w_r _"._ the law requures rc_:% M_c.”w.. %MM_"“. _uwm:nu.r. whites demanded
to pay, say, $9 an hour, no matter w] paid the minimum wages
I __o-__ﬂm _s.“owu_m.__m vuwv._:o to r:ﬂa someone m_l they LEES._ to cheapen discnmuna-
wi s enal to produce Uon cvs
only $5 worth of E,.._.ME hour? Most , Gephardt's specch 1s to be commend-
people would view hinng such & worker €d for 1ts public service, namely that of
as a losing economic proposition revealing the ::M—M__.n_.«._:n Eo...m,_.nm for
Are low=skilled workers made hetter TUALMUM Wages {ng sure onc
or worse off as a result of the $9 min- class of workers doesn't have to compete
mum wage? It's almost a no-braincr to W'th another
conclude that being hired at $5 an hour ™ Waiter E Willlams is a professor at
puts more food on the table than not be- George Mason University at Falrfax, Va His
ing hured at $9 column 18 distributed by Creators Syndi-
What's more, minimum wages re ¢ate Inc, 5777 W Century Bivd, Suite 700,
n:EQE:.:ch:::_eﬁgﬁnS.:uE):i.s.gg.u_sau.ug
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CIVIC CROUPS DEMAND FIX FOR... :
. . Expect a lot of rain on the Oregon Coast
qhmn”— m”z Uw-—h‘—;.—. TOBIN - ] ngﬁm.ﬂnﬁﬁgnhﬁu .

CANNON BEACH, Ore — At this to, ge Iy sprinkled with

(3-0V: FRANK MURKOWSKI should pay closeatten- | 1 % the Yoo huge, freaking waves romano With a giass of good chiants 1ts
tion to the message sent hurii on the fiscal gap recently across the wide sandy beach that ex- ameal fit for a Roman emperor
by eight business, industry and avic leader groups tends for ==_._wmmu._o=n this part of the naﬁﬂﬁﬂmwﬁdwﬁeﬁ _W;_EE ﬁ
t torrents, for worn by RingS;
We agree with the petioners on at least two of their Oregon coast Rain can come in torren Sl Ny a:&...u

three major points — that a fiscal fix should tnvolve n- followed by spl of sunshine before

creased budget discipline and some use of Permanent Fund i mw_oﬁz_mﬂ__pﬂ.n E&h..nbm&: nﬁmn_w __h

earmings in thus specul part of the world

We are less comfortable with their suggestion that elymi- FOR THE MOST part, wurists
nating the fiscal gap should involve a broad-based tax ke a are long gone, theiwr summer fun over
sales or income tax. It 1s perhaps inevitable that the state During June, July and August the

with truly fine of prume beef —
18 Ruth’s Chns St House, one of a
number of the same name hither and

AW | here 15 second 10 none An popular
Ll dining sport for lunch or dinner 1s the

wll be forced to tax its residents once again, but with $25 crowds are heavy 1n the little towns of | . ol Portland phouse,
bithon 1n its Permanent Fund, Alaska should be able to defer Cannon Beach and Seaside, just to the “Here's ane you'll lovel Two weeks In oagwﬁﬂuv@eon the w”rchhw -
that day for some time yet north of here The shops — and there you'l lovel Twowseksin o o0 el Downtown
The need for a new approach 1s ebvious, the loonung n.nm rmn“n..&ﬂ n,._m_:_ an open bost without tood or watar THIS IS NOT your usual Embassy
defiat hangs over the business cimate like a dark cloud, and others a tad less hn N four. Suites — but 1t has all the expected
s0 — do a heavy sea CWTIID SeTVes  lour-oourse PriX o nonyyies such as a bountiful free
finghtening away potential investors who fear they will be sonal bus: n ex e dinner that's four-star 1n every way
handed the bill ness breakfast buflet and free cocktails every
me 21” et the Pe . pensive art im.._.ﬂ HH—.;WE_HH: U-.ﬂzm-r comphmenta- gvening But this branch of the Em-
we've mentioned re, changing rmanen pricey curios an ry wine ors doeuvres are served in bassy Suite chain occupies one of Port-
Fund eamings calculations to a percent of market value usual clutter of re igl  the lbrary, with wide windows overlook- Jand’s mst histone Eﬂ.ro_.nmn. the old

the occan, a warm fire, and a pano at.  Myltnomah Hotel, which opened 1n
which guests can beat out a tune or tWo 1919 and was a center of s 80-
Ifyou're lucky enough to be traveling with 0} ‘and pohtrcal Ife for 50 years Port-

would allow the state to pay dividends of more than $1,000 sort-area souvenirs
and stll free up something like $625 mullion per year to re- w:nBES.ﬂnwm_WS
duce the defiat H_wn“«..rﬂ“ﬂcﬂ:a wﬂ_ ”r R Jeanctte Nelles, formerly of Ancho land author Céut Curtin calls it “the
others simply lock . — and now of Ballevue, Wash, you're 1n for - Grand Lady of Fourth Avenue* lis ho.

THAT CHANGE would be relatively painless since this Py Tobin  specal treat. She's a wondor at the key- o days endod 1n 1963, - b 21

! their doors, content
year's dividend was $1,107 56, but the conversion needs to Sn_vnm.%ﬂ..“:ﬁo%:oﬂrmn summer rolls P02rd: with a magical vy o entertain & - afierward served as a government office

be made soon Waiting could alter the calculations and the d roomful of wine-sippers gers quick- b iding Afler standing empty for four
pawn could be considerably greater Facing the state now 1s a wa.“..“*n ABSENCE OF throngs on __w become fnends, and ﬁw early evening mmw_ﬂsi following two years of mullion-
window of opportunty not to be missed the sidewalks and cars on the streels  THE CITY OF Portland 1s the 5o .rro/ations, it reopened as an
ortland 1s the Embassy Suites on Nov 15, 1997

Budget chief Cheryl Frasca said the Murkowski admims- makes 1t easy for late-season travelers start or fiush of any tnp to the Oregon  bnght and shiny and still grand '
trahion 1s “not there yet” on such a plan But the governor You'll encounter no crowds while walk- Coast And that's a very good thing, too THE MULTNOMAH HAS g Iut of
and hus team should consider getting there as quickly as pos- ing the beach m__bmn—.u,..ro rain 18 00 [’ a wonderful town — and if shopping an Alaska hrough Edward
sible Going slow seems a recipe for making things warse heavy, you can ven i a fendly 15 your thung, there are plenty of attrac. “Eddie® Carlson He started a hotel ca-

grog shop — or by the fireside il you're tions and no sales tax You and your

than they need to be lucky enough to be in the Stephanie maney will be welcomed at Nordsirom, HM..B—B wm”_hﬂh”:m—. the NM:__ Franklin

The business and industry leaders also expressed concemn | - fnn, one of the most gracous and luxun-  Metey &, Frank, Sake Fifth Asanan’ dont of Westarn Hiotan Y became
that the state might try to raise revenues with new taxes on ous small hotels on the West Coast Kathleen's of Dubhn, and in such shop- Presiden ..“.n Cm“_s_.m— Air Lines when
the o1l and gas industry We share that concern — since in- IF YOU HAVE never done so, and ping malls as Washington Sq 1N those twa companies wound up 1 the
dustry already pays heavy taxes — and think such an ap- ever have the apportunuty when a Per- m.o western m__e__.:..om.\. _M_:a the Lioyd = sa._a%uﬂ__“a_n Along .__.5 way,
proach would be almost certain to tarpedo the governor's plan ﬁ:hmuuﬂoﬁ%ﬁ ﬂ_m%uﬂ_:a%‘%“ _._.M....—Sn_wtﬂuﬂ&w— Womdw..ﬁw:.—wﬂpﬂmﬂ Carlson expanded the company’s hotel
to ruise through resource development stay at the Stephane Inn 1¢s a roman.  troo Hotel and the Orogon C. ownershup to the EH_H_EBE

Signing the letter to the governor were the Anchorage uic getaway, as fresh now as it was en  Center are nearby And everywhere e know n.cnm__gﬂ.. Y
Chamber of Commerce, Associated General Contractors, the opeming day 1n April 1993 An ocean- there are fine restaurants galore. we now as the Anchorage
Association of Alaska School Boards, the Council of Alaska front room on the third floor comes com-  PAZZO RISTORANTE sasplen- __ BUT THERE'S A mystery here
Producers, the Alaska Support Industry Alliance, Eagle Riv- piete with a huge deck, a fireplace, and  did Italian trattoria in the heart of Gasoline prices here are 10 cents a gallon
erand Or.._m.bw Chamber of Commerce, the Resource Devel- a jacuzzi Wonderful complimentary downtown It offers hearty cocktauls, an cheaper than n Anchorage Gofigure.

Co and the J ' ] t breakfasts are served daily in the diuing  excellent wine bist, and such entrees as — Wiliam J Tobin is an editor of The An-

o—uu ment Council uneau Econonuc Development room, and 1 the g ve chef B All'a Matnciana, a fabulous chorage Times

Though some politiians are stall dragging therr feet, the The E—nwsn.nmm Times
drive to resolve the fiscal gap seems to be approachung entr- Edtors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PRUL JENKINS, 264-812, WILLIAN | TOBIN, 264-8183 | mope gy e Times does c represent the
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PG IO - Subverting Constitution via fili
m. . ubverting Constitution via filibusters
.K’ _ - ”=-mﬂw= By BRIAN C ANDERSON erals have defended the judiciary’s wve policymaking
Eve has commented on th ted fillbuster DY saying that it ssmply ecngmﬂégﬁ:n.gnl
S i P G ol ey et s el el it
— the latest of wi 15 Justice Jaruce Rogers Brown, a black with a View), coul a
are o Aghapitan o e o doy- | votan o Calori? Suprene Court Wt b s, e of ey e Corsraice v amnid i Grond
t the , want re-
ment Their mission 18 to support Operation Endunng Free- m.m.m__mz_w.. dential n_mm: it “Seh E.MN.“@MVM._.. Mﬂﬂmﬂ stored to some semblance of what the Framers intended
dom and the Global War on Terronsm umer, the New York senator who 1s its most strident pro-  20urts to be — neutral referees, applying the law not creating
The use of capital letters in that desciption 1s not only in- ponent 1t. The conservative junsprudence of “onginalism,” favored by
tentional, 1t 15 mandatory Those are not pretentious words, Schumensm has ia,ﬁ incalculable damage to our poba-  Bush judicaal n_..ﬂues.amm. directs judges t0 stick to the Consti-
plucked from an ad-man's copy book That i the offical tle | gal b For two yeurs, Sen Schumer has wagod 2 campougn 1140 5 1 Prertors oederstoot it and to ad shautes to
subvert the cnitena by wi Senate prosiden ve
harhand T e M| ke Bl Ao ey e S i e o e vt o orgdy o ey
g?wﬁﬂﬁ:»“ﬂﬂé:ﬂ?ﬁdﬁnﬁé. M....E el E_r-.. The Foderal ng_wnsﬂ“:_ x own by hﬂ%<ﬁ=5&-ﬂ»==ﬁ:§.m=ﬁﬂﬁcsmﬁﬂﬂw some
from Rich, _bmﬂ Arm_n p Farth Rl to rule w — te) ~-mandal beral —xu_._.u_v~ gawns unoons!
Parachute Infantry Regiment, serve in harm's way They on which Presdent Bush's picks, Justice Firown ncluded, _HM So Schumensts have tramed therr fire on ongnalism
will be on the front line 1n the nation's battle to preserve with high marks But nstead of Hamultonan standards, Mr  argue that all approaches to law are at bottom a matter of
freedom and fight terrorism 1n a country that harbors Schumer insists that senators must make a judge’s “deology” er poliics The onginahists may claum to be faithful to
try .
Osama bin Laden and hus commutted kallers who have de- ther principal concem By this he means the Judgus prvate o o ot e B i Fretation 1 unavoid-
ons, as well as the political ts d ) 3 J are re-
clared war on the United States and every Amencan, avil- _&ﬂbﬂ.ﬂ.vﬁﬂmﬂig_mgs..m—_nagi LE_WM ally up to, Schumensm avers, 13 the: e o0 thet 1"
E:c_.mo_n—m-w ierSmimoana:s.u.nﬁuEa:u:Nhggna%mn e P .SEEE_... hww._ n.“:nm:xui ...mm:.ﬂrﬁm_nas..
THERE IS reason for confidence The 501st’s 1st Battal- “n " should be disqual:fied from siting on leral - mentous — abortion, affirmative action, vouchers — and smce *
* 1on, which makes up the basis of this deployed unut, 15 well- bench, dless of As for the d fin of “main- Judgng 1s just a form of pohitics, Schumensm heenses the use of
trained, its soldiers ready for whatever con cy presents NME.. w&_ﬁ.ﬁaa sumply holds that conservatives are ipso 2% 53.55 _m_.._msmg:ni:sm.mﬂrﬂ:ﬁass " wuﬂi:&??aﬁué.%ﬂﬁ Sn_%
y “axtremist " W] " of
itself Its ranks have been supplemented by other forces — Schumerism 1s now the t junsprudential phal “attack working famihes,” denouncing c_“._.nm:.s__ms as “nght-
artillery, engwneers, mr defense and mantenance unts, plus ww among Senate Democrats Indeed, a candidate for the Wing. ,” Smearnng as closet bigots,
medical personnel mocratic presidential nomination, John Kerry, has said __..m..b create by filibuster a new supermajonty requirement
In Afghanistan they will join the 1st Bngade, 10th Moun- hell fibuster any Supreme Court nominees who wouldn't Judicial confirmations, and proposing, as Sen has
tain Division — one of the Army’s most famous commands uphold abortion nghts or “laws protecting workers and the done, to take away the president's conshitutional power to select
They leave behind their families who wall endure the sep- environment ” This partisanship goes beyond anything the Jjudges and tumn it over to state commuttees, equally divided be-
aration that comes to those who serve their country 1n any Democrats have asserted in earlier judicial battles In defeat- tween Democrats and Republicans, making impossible the ap-
one of the branches of the military While w: for thewr ing the Supreme Court on of Robert Bork and in try- - poitment of  judge unameptable to Democrats
) o rete Fro -.—:wg A aiting dont ng to defeat Clarence Thomas, the Democrats stll felt con- Republican efforts to defeat the filbusters have, alas, fizzled.
loved ones to return from assignment, we are confiden strained by Senate trad to argue confirmation Senate Majonty Leader Bul Frist and 10 other senatars had
they will have the support of the Army and the avihan com- primarily on grounds of temperament and integnty proposed a change to Senate rules on fibbustering judiczal noms-
munty to help offset the temporary pans that come with ZOEEE.ﬁmE...u;& ‘They justfy n.mrn fiibuster oMﬂ:m_M__v_wu Oim:_ be- ﬂ.—g:m .._.ﬂ.. would «:&E_.__M lower the S.B_an.%san toenda
overseas ITussIons cause in one case that nts shoul ly a role in bust ut ch rules req at votes, making
Our prayers are with our Alaska troops We know they the deaston-making process for ..mm:_ munor daughter’s quest D resistance ible to get around The best course
will perform well, as have all the other actve duty, reserve for an abortion Most Amenicans support parental notificaton  for the GOP may be to use the filibuster debacle and take therr
and National Guard units that have been deployed 1n this laws for abortion, yet any judge Ewﬂ.:n to contemplate any ESS...E%:EES the next elechon Sen. John Comyn, who
ployed n limutation on abortion at any tune 1s a “nght-wing extremist”  chaws the Judiaary Commuttee’s subcommuttee on the Constr-
Iguel was filibusterable use he's reputed to be  tution, says that “it may an intervenung election,”
fight aganst terrorism Miguel Estrada was filibusterable because he's reputed tul that £ may take banging
We look forward to their safe return home conservative in his poliical views (as if many Amencans didn't - a bigger Republican majonty, to resolve the judial crms.
ﬂE.u..ﬂ.. [yshed share sumular values) And in justfying opposition to Jusuce  There's good reason to think that the filbusters could hurt
Brown, Mr Schumer described her as an “out-of-the-main-  the Democrats' chances for retaking the Senate in 2004 With
stream activist of the first order,” even though she won more more than half of next years 34 contested Senate seats cur
TAKE ME than 75% of the vote in her last fi and frequently rently held by Democrals, and the Dems confident of holding
TOVOUR | | HAD wnites the majonty of in Calfo Sur Court decr-  only nine of those, the GOP may be able to build a fikbuster-
LEADER! | SAMAY s1ons She has drawn the wre of Democrats above all for her  proof majonty and restore sanity to the judiciary, nght up to
' ) willingness to uphold Cahfornia’s Proposition 209, in whach  the Supreme Court The biggest gan of all, however, would
. u.bw.w voters :EJ._ group _ﬂm_.aa:g and racal quotas be Mﬁ mm..__ of Schumensm c
or decades, liberals have happly hed an u- rian C Anderson 1s senior editor Journal
® u&e e 3 Y &n_wQ twist the Constitution to make 1t produce “p: ._u. Reprinted from The Wall Sreet ._2.“\.5_ ”«38 Dow i
% 0 N Bl ousomeeyrom lfmdioe con oparial bt ¢, rpnaresenes
0. ro .0
6 3 9 .
o o > The Anchorage Times
o - a The Voice of the Times does not represent
0 i e D2 Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8193, sgagggﬁﬂ =Fﬂ.ﬂl§
B R Associate edtor JAN SINGYEE 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 98510 « FAX 907-264 8194 | under an agreement to preserve the separate edi-
s, d Ay e-mail AnchTimes@alaska net tonal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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~ JUSTICE BROWN DESERVES . ..

Senate vote

T o Bven Al Shrpten, oo the oo
mna of loonses
Democratic presidential nomination, says the Senate should
vote on Janice Rogers mg.m:aﬂu:bg:qam@%&»v.
peals court
Brown, an assoaate justice on the California Supreme
ggggﬁ_@g&mﬁg W Bush to

public policy cases =w_mo_umom9588onmmvw§§€8
the US Supreme Court
South Dakota Sen Tom Daschle, the Senate mmonty
o 2

v
for all of us I don't think she should be opposed because she
gxﬁ.@ﬂd@ia»ﬁhﬂ&n.:&- N

Heis utely correct, although 1t 1s panful to say No
Sﬁaoﬂ._:mmureeirgmsgasgarﬁqﬁoﬁv?
rcﬁ_rmrmnuonngﬁhgﬁpruwﬂﬁ_hi—.og
abuse their constitutional duty

cm_ﬂﬂn%_&nﬁ.nuﬁﬁia.ﬂ“_ﬁ m_wamvﬂﬁiw:vr__ﬁa% who
J n , should act as
g:mgggggggésgg.
Eﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁea:r%g%%?g_ﬁg
F—-Eg.m_ﬂggmggngggsm

w

?agngsgng_rmgwggn
Bwrn@ggsgngﬁnnrmgﬁg
oftquoted dissent. “Indeed, the majonty’s zeal 18 more than
a hittle endeanng 58859&25332555@5%
proach We are a court ”

:E.Eﬂacinﬁngéggmznsgggg

Amencans with judges like Brown on the bench.
?Eirw«w:aﬁs_.wmemrn.mmﬁnnrmrm.ugmrog

a dear perspective of what courts and judges should be
ia:&gwg.ggsggﬁﬁ_

Public nee

By DAN SULLIVAN
b

. firefighters when our budget delibera- Ppreviously rejected, and they will be |,
SN tons are still i p Additionally, More paunful than hus first chowe, *

) : “_n.m aEﬁwwm-w. that EE—M. n:._b election off firefighters? ,

i ving y week Ask voter, as well

PRI o iave resultol s o2, week can runmng fr ofice, and they v o

i voter turnouts in the hstory of Anchor- you that pul

ortuni g played for fools When they see that partment 15 over-funded or public safity
gsgﬂgzs?ﬂnavwv.%‘?? 15 not hs top prionty Fortunately, he has
%E&vg ment are t ng to N le fora ¢ ded to follow the direction of those As-
The public test- Sullivan non-essential conference, when they see sembly members who asked that he re-

mony was over- speaal contracts going to friends of the consuder his publie safity reductions,
whelmingly opposed to the speal elec- mayor, when they see a $100,000 price Skeptacs pointed out fram day one that
Gion, as were the phone calls and e-mails  tag just to hold a one-ss special elec- the firefighters were Just being

that were received from our con- tion, its very hard to cunvince them that i?ﬂ:nghs dection

sttuents Eight Assembly members, there s a budget cnais iEu»nBBueﬁEue-u. intenton
with the support of the mayor, clearly ~ Any proposals for gene: EW V- of layafls if the voters did not approve the
had already decided that this enue from the taxpayers must be accom- hydrant tax. If that 1s true, it 13 too bad
was to panied by an honest budget presentation the fire department was used to promote
a special election 1n  that avaids pohtical gimmucks and eluny- this 1ssue Erﬁum..gﬁé

November made httle sense because the nates the fnlls before cutting essential things to do than warry about palitics.
Assembly doesn't approve the 2004 bud- 8services or asking for more money The credibulity of the new Begich ad-
get until December Public tesimony on The budget prionties put forth by the munstration has been bruised by this 1l
the budget has not been completed, and mayor and endorsed by his Assembly gggi:&‘.ﬂwﬁiﬂm
quav_w amendments have not yet bloc are cause for concern The mayor' & close watch. With a ma

e

]
;
;
1
573
£
§
£
i
|
£

vote It 18 premature to tell th: hc the election, the mayur sud hewnll ~ D Sullivan represents West Anchor-
!o:u&.o—wn_ﬁins.hngvs. f aﬁ_ﬁ_gs%ggig age on the A ag
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BEGICH FUND-RAISING LETTER WAY . . .

Out of bounds

g AYOR MARK BEGICH was dead wrong when, m
3,000 letters to pohtical campaign contributors, he
urged donations to “Trust the People,” a group founded by
three Democrats ostensibly aiming to change the way U S

Senate vacancies are filled

After all, it was only a few days ago that Democrats were

howling for the head of Alaska Republican Party chief

Randy Ruednch who sat on the the state Oil and Gas Com-
nussion He had forwarded a fund-rasing letter for the Re-
publican Party Democrats claimed 1t was a confhict of inter-

est because those Ruednich helped regulate might feel

obliged to donate to averd problems

Begich said in the letters, to his campaign contnbutors
and those of the three lawmakers pushing for the change,
that “Trust the People” needs $50,000 to pay signature
gatherers 1f 1t hopes to obtamn by Jan 12 the 24,000 signa-
tures needed to put the Senate vacancy question on the bal-

lot next year

Begich, who signed the fund-raising letter as mayor of An

chorage, did exactly what Ruedrich was accused of domng —
drumming up money from those who might feel ob
donate to curry favor or avoid problems with his
tion.

ater Utility to help resolve this aity’s fiscal woes — might as

well have slapped the governor in the face

WHY? THE INITIATIVE primanly 1s designed by
Democrats to embarrass Murkowsk: and keep his appoint-
ment of hus daughter to the US Senate in the headlnes to
help the Democrat candidate for Senate next year It also
would give Democrats their only hope for a shot at Sen. Ted
Stevens’ seat 1f he were to step down any time soon.

After ame-consuming missteps by the Democrats, the im-
tiative petition fauled constitutional muster with the state at-
torney general and was denied certification by Lt Gov
Loren Leman, but a judge appointed mn 2000 by then-Gov
Tony Knowles allowed signature gathering to begin

wﬁ.&.rﬁﬁmnrchmwrsmmwggmaﬁﬂ:ag
have made the 1ssue political We find ourselves wondering
what 1s not blatantly political about a savvy pohtiaan who

uses hus public office to tap contnbutors to Democrats for a
Demacrat cause aimed at doing damage to Republicans and

hged to

admimstra-

In using his office to urge the donations, Begxch — who
only a few days ago asked Gov Frank Murkowsk: for help in
fixing state regulation of the Anchorage Water and Wastew-

helping a Democrat Senate hopeful” If all that 1s not political,
what 157 So much for the charade of non-partisan mayors
Mayor embarrassed this aty, likely makang its
plight with the state’s lemslative and executive branches
even worse  Moreover, beating the Democrat bushes for do-
nations presents the appearance of a flagrant confhict of m-
terest and an abuse of hus office
Ruednch stepped down What about you, Mr Mayor?
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Abuse thrives in isolated villages

By ELISE PATKOTAK

A NEW STuDY
Aﬂ WI SAYS KIDS WATCH
T _TOO MUCH TV,

When I was growing up, I had an
aunt who was a vicum of domestic vio-

" lage with no roads lcading anywhere of us who encounter these women 1n the
P T else means are completely 1solated work we do repeat over and over, “You
" and alone For most village women, that don’t have to live hike this ” But often-
‘| 15 a fate much worse than the routine times they do because they hive 1 a wvil-

mom would let her

stay overmght till her

husband sobered up beatings they endure lage that is their whole world
nentbock o - [ s hat el to dree oo oo Leave thae e S ol
: that used to d th t leave ves, their es
This was the JEEIR ﬁ“:«m } e e e et behund and be forced to live 1o &

. 8 men
: tum into Emvoﬁbnn elders because some-  strange world where every house does
believed that once [ %% how, somewhere between 40 and 60, not contaun a neighbor, fnend and rela-
you made your bed, ) they finally sohered up and mSﬁ hit- tive For many women from small vil-
you had to be mn 1t It -y ting thair wives Of course, by the lages, the thought of Imng like that 18
she left her husband Patkotak damage had been done Just too hard to comprehend
and the well-known i z.w., only w& E_&_w_. woman rﬁ_w eoama H&rﬂ.ﬂ« o~ u_u_.w_u_wo ..a_.ﬂ_ﬁ_n_n%
t ut u no
secret of his n.w_.._unm became publc, 1t _m of e___.wm lespawr ..M.Eﬂm“.;ﬁ.ﬂhms_m »rnh. Mw.mﬂrm._\ by b ..—_oﬂw nﬁrﬂu_.m
often er
Ths 18 how domestic violence ogﬁwunwcmm.?.wgmeg nw.. and when hes done hitting them, they

school of thought that [RE-a

stall Alaska Itsnot think that d v
5w«u«.ﬂwuﬂ_ow._”= 1 150lat n_diu-._.u_. generations of abusers 15 simply not make hum breakfast They kve lives of
fanly It's that her famuly, in order to Paying attention ,___._m.._na :Jp wﬁ _.anﬁmshwa uo-
survive, has to get along with all the I have never in my Lfe met stronger © o o agree that
other famulies and so doesn't want any- than the I t I know Eﬁmﬁ‘h—__ﬂﬁﬁhgﬁ%ﬁg
one saying publicly what everyone from the North Slope Unfortunately, M.. hodld ren that no ly or village
knows privately It would shame them that strength 1s often used to survive U8 excuse

Untal then, ..Em:v. women will simy
and shame the famuly of the abuser to years of nr:v.m...w_ﬁmrﬂ.._cwﬂ“dﬂ ._H.H choose to drink with their abuser

have the words en aloud that are years raisin,
Qndooﬁ.nz_uo !ﬂﬂ”ﬁi by women as been taken m.oB parents raising them C8use then, when they get hut, it docsn’t

sit together .._.nc_g_nwngﬂw_g know how — wath al. hurtso much
emall where everyone 15 ol lence Elise Patiotak, an Anchorage free-lance
afi.iwﬁuﬂ:bhmmﬁn fves around I have hed them do this for 30 writer and author of Paraliel Logic, a hu-
ur relationships in the willage, any years now They get hit, they get morous look back at her 28 years In Bar-
reach 1n those relationships can be sl d down and then they get up row, lvesin ge and owns P
devastating Bewng ost d in a vil- and go on doing the best they can Those CargoLtd, a 9/grap
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SULLIVAN ARENA CONTRACTORS NEED . . .

New orders

UQEE«E%M?EE%E
buildings need new marching orders? Perhaps they do

Though a flap erupted recently because the Sullivan Arena
lost $300,000 1n 2002 vhen 1ts operators projecied a $675,000
profit, we should not lose mght of the fact that the arena and
other muniapal facihities were not buwilt to serve as profit cen-
ters They were erected to serve a community purpose

Thewr managers are instructed to make the fachiies prof-
itable to avoid their being a finanaal drag on the aty, but
theur success should actually be measured by how well they
serve that communty purpose Profitabibty 1s a secondary, if
umportant, consideration.

The fault hes with the marching orders gaiven SMG, the
- contractor The finm 1s a major national faality management
company and 1s fully capable of managing Anchorage’s mu-
nuapal bulldings to acoomplish the goal

Perhaps SMG should be directed to follow the example of
the company’s predecessor, Ogden Faality Management,
which held the contract from 1986 to 1999 The key to Og-
den’s success was the community onentation of its manager,
Tom Anderson, former durector of Alaska State Troopers and
a long-time commuruty leader

ANDERSON COULDN'T stand to see the buldings
under huis management sit dark and unoccupied when they
could be filled with lights and people coming for communty
functions The marching orders he gave hus team were to en-
courage actvities that would bring in vendors, hobbyists and
trade shows, anything that could break even or come close

Dunng Anderson’s time with Ogden, trade and hobby
shows flounshed, promoters became a muniandustry and the
mumapal bulldings rarely sat empty The acivities put many
people to work and the buildings were almost always prof-
itable despite the marginal economucs of some events Sullivan
Arena made money every year except one, and that year the
bwlding was out of service for a time due to construction.

SMG says low attendance at Alaska Aces hockey games
and falling beer sales are affecting the bottom line The 1rony
Shooting Star by Anderson et T Proch g maor e

ooting Stars by n an tang manager,
Anker, as a way to keep the buillding busy and crowded. The
hockey players were not a major draw in theur early years
but eventually several entrepreneurs stepped in and the
Aces became an institution

SMG's onentation toward managing the buldings has
been quute different The company has seen 1ts muission as
turning a profit for the municipality, though the 2002 results
were a major disappointment in that regard

Anderson and his management team hid against SMG
when the contract became available in 2000 They have
smnce gone on to other things, but the Begich admnstration

the example set by the old Ogden team.

Golden barrel had dent

By TOM BRENNAN
When the tanker Manhattan was on

Prudhoe Bay?

As Alaska public relations guy for
ARCO, newly armnived from my first stint
at The Anch Times, the g fell

to me so I set out to it. There
were a few aﬂﬂﬁhﬁog

that “barrel” 18 a 42-gallon measure- :

ment, there 1 no such thing as a barrel
container in ol patch inventones The
closest the company’s field people could
come was a 55-gallon drum, which were
plentaful in North Slope warehouses

A few days before the Manhattan's ar-
nival, I received a call from the Slope
Many of the ! ducts used n

and dings

 MR. FIGGLESWORTH...HoW
LONG HAVE VOU BEEN WITHOUT A GPINE P”

I glanced at Rasenthal to see if he both areas When he was transferred to
hared my alarm, but Hank was pre- Flonda a few later, he left the

the field were made by Chevron and all
of the drums they

at an ARCO-Humble
affar

The field people E
had decided to paint

was Enh_mu.aon to my newly arnved
counterpart, Hank Rosenthal, public re-
lations guy for the Manhattan project

R A After the ship retumed through the o I had to
BEll the barrel and used the o1l to make thatlwas

tending the ghastly thing was just beau- pany (w! had ch d its name
tiful. So was everybody else at the cere- to Exxon), took a senes of other and

BN mony And smnce this was long before looked for a way to get back to

the news media became the mitpidang ~~ When [ deaded to leave ARCO and

. Y knotheads we know today, the tacky start a consulting business in 1980, I

paint job on ARCO's grand gesture went called lum 1n Oklahoma and told hum
unremarked My budding industry ca- Job would be coming open He want-
reer was unaffected to put hus name in the hat nght away
beg hum to wait a week until
1ce to the East Coast, Humble recycled [ could notfy my
leaving

small plastic keepsakes, each with a
oun

9 a
the discovery well, but Humble had put curb 1n Prague crushed agains
up a bunch of money for 1t weE__m-Ea and hum b

In those days 1 was allowed to use At hus funeral service the other day I

ARCO's small business jet about once 8 yas tempted to say a few words about -

ank | my hunting and fish- Fsusﬂmrazﬁsnssﬁugd

this ane had numerous dings and ing partner as well as my industry eo- . ______ 00
Eﬁsnnﬁﬁbnggg one league He had more expenence 1 Tom Brennan is an editor of The An-
like a Broa wns&ﬁ_e? did in the o1l patch as well as 1n the out- Times
looked hike a gant bad gul's piggybank. ~ door world, se he was my mentor 1n

;m gﬂ—ub—ﬁmm ..—‘—Emm The Voice of the Times does not represent the
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SRY THANKS TO THOSE WHO . . .

. America owes veterans its freedom
Served nation : ——

M on a hot dog, I watched a \=’ " nmn
H.Jummcoz ISN'T FREE and a large portion of the sighi cur e o s e newspa- Amm HAT :

cafetena fastidiously arrange hus sil-

price 1s paid by the men and women who wear our na- wm..n!w..m Ea:bnr_uv_ﬂs and n_womm._n
tion’s uniform Today 1s Veterans Day, a time to honor and single on a napkun, I shook my
gngiggﬁﬁz&sggg Euﬂﬂa&ﬁ&.ﬁo&n:nn!gn.u

Some people are confused by the fact. that both Memonal s guy’s story”
Ew%fsgcwwrgoﬁggogﬁrﬁ. As we came to know each other over
ans Day 1s aimed at those who served and lived, while the v.gmm-ﬂho“haﬂ_ ._a._mcw!_wmonﬂﬂ ‘
Memonal Day honors those who died n all wars since 1776 wﬁahwm.v_sme& ..Sr_upn iy

.:.58%.5858§:855&Bn:_:2u88% the German camp particular rnm
gn@n?o@igg&gmriasaﬁagnﬁq had left its mark. But that was about all
88%95. ﬁﬂ:ﬁ&»&u@gga E_Sao»wm mow&sn. he would say I
ans newv mes a time to honor the Awispofaman Imetasa re-
g&?%mnma v vne vanﬁquww&.uo.:cauowmvﬁ_ﬁmmﬂ%

?r:&m:omggmmgﬁggngmﬁawgé my long hawr and beard at the time, 1f T

Americans despite efforts to make 1t as equitable as possible had been to Vietnam I told hum yes, .
Inevitably some wall wear the umf; mnt of war, others and he looked away A moment later he '80g and what [ know about lis World  One of my earliest memones, I must

said, very quietly, “I was i the Philp- War II activities you could lose 1n a have been 5 or 6, was of hum coming

will gga:ﬂ:wgw_gmamn&asmai&smng 1nes I survived the Bataan Death thimble, but Pm slowl starting to piece  home from somewhere and teling
called to serve in their hfetimes " We both just sat there He wath  together a picture v i Eaﬁ.d&sarwésrasg.m«

._cmnwnesv.gmwcsa.b:wé?smnﬁnnum:ugn tears m hus eyes, me with a knot in my He left Oldahoma to yoin the Army in - didn't even know what or where Korea
ame in the military, though the demands of modern warfare stomach, feeling the I
gm:ﬁ:%onuanﬁ.ostgrgamum_ﬁiogmnau&v ghosts He, too, had [ i

draft long Iittle else to say "BN | Panama, he said, because it sounded ex- He would serve hus country 1n the Awr

&m.‘h:: Ma@”ﬂp"”m some ucr—% never go near a battlefield Then there was S| citing But there were mare pressing  Force for almost 25 years
hale othe; the, th the former Manne, if | o S reasons “We were in awfully bad My Dad 1s speaal to me, even Euw:_.
wrte otbers find themselves fightng their country’s ene- there actually 15 such %A% shape,” he saud “There were no jobs It Ing me later to jon the mulitary, but
mmues i the most hornific of crrcumstances Such equities a thing, who was on | yRbnsBRP| o' tho best way I could send money there are millions out there just like
are virtually impossible to ehmunate gunboats 1n China, | YRS | home to Mom ” hum Veterans who did their duty and

But while Amenica cannot make up for every difference 1n Guadalcanal 1n |

X The only alternative was to ghip oyt 5erved with pnde and honor, who came
burden, the nation can and does acknowledge that all those World War II and # X 4

to the Philippines where he, too, a few bome and made this country great. For

- — deserve 1ts thanks fought hu baclk BE*-aX the most part, they do not see what they
ho served —1n whatever capacty —d oits %"m_v nrﬂ imw__a”:_ Jenkins ﬁﬂr&%q&ﬁaﬁm Joined the did as anything specal >=<WM< would
2 . s Reservoir 1n Korea It was not long before he was a cam- ._omws Dad said Thus 1s the day set
mca: :m Wsﬂ@rﬂﬁ wn ugly ﬁ_?ﬂn ﬂh.__.m gEn_uEgﬁmm_mmE?n Force, a jack of all Ei_w_._o Veterans Day largely has '
urn on eg
st for hours drnking hus bocse, ok the South Pack. Abvan Bine e evolved into a government halday that

s thy Th , 1t
z EWLY RELEASED figures show that energy com- of o Sgareties — hus wife would have on, then B-24s and B-29s some time lat. n__ow.._..ﬁ Ewnﬂm.:ohu»wu mn_._<%.n=”w,mm§w

pany spending 15 still a major factor 1n the Alaska lalled ow..”n.wﬂ %“.M ..hu:h‘roc_n talk about N .ZM.M&EE._S?@. mea:n H.._Meﬂ_ﬁ more j mw_m we are who inuma today
economy nere bave been s0 many others A ing Litle dots in the ocean with thex LCC3U5€ O s ofall
Petroleum News reports that the three major North Scottish lawyer who io_.M hss shirt ﬂwuﬁ %:B& HS .Mms..v. i i those gﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁ
Slope producers alone still spend well over $1 5 billion a sleeves down all the tme to cover the  QOver the years I've managed to pry 1 war and in peace, over the years We
year on goods and services purchased from Alaska bus- huge Black Watch Regiment tattoo on |ogse prectous little else, and he has owe those men and women more than
nesses hus forearm I was younger then,” he heen, for the mont part, stubbornly gratitude We owe them our very exs-
ConocoPhullips Alaska Inc spent more than $600 mul- said Or the young Vietnam veteran clam ke There was that “rough land. tence
lion with Alaska businesses in 2002 and BP Exploration who lost lus night leg to a mine that 1ng” 1n New Guinea A brokes Ja% A God bless them all God bless our
i&—:m_m?nbngur:uwwv.&s:n fuzzy black and white snapshot of his men and women in harm'’s way on this
(Alaska) Inc spent more than $900 milion because his d he could :
. use his doctors sad he could not plane’s crew standing in line before a B- very day And God bless America.
ExxonMobul doesn’t break its spending down between Generally, if prodded, they would 24 with their arms 1 slings, heads ban-
wn-state and out-of-state vendors, but the company pays a share their experiences But only to a daged, leaning on crutches The noseart  P3ul Jenking Is an editor of The Anchor-
siguficant share of North Slape field unit costs powt Like my father He now 15 1n hus o the bombe? “4 F” oge Times.
The producers try hard to keep spending down to 1m-
prove profitability, which also fattens the state’s share of The ?ﬁ—u@-ﬁmﬂ Times The Voica of the Times does ot represent the
revenues from oulfield operations But Alaska’s vendors Ediors TOM BRENNRN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKIRS, 264-5152, WILLLAM J. YOBIN, 264.6133 | views of Bhe Anchorege Dally News 1t is published
are quite happy about the fact that spending with them Assaciate edtor JAN SINGYELE, 264-8107 PG Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX. 907-264-8134 under an agreement & preserve the separate ed-
remains high  e-marl AnchTimes@ealaska net torial voice of the former Anchorage Times
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THE WORST DAMAGE ISTO . . .

R Uphold true meaning of Constitution
Credibility P (S

By WALTER E. WILLIAMS ﬂEIE:.- Timag meay

%ﬁ:grmégn?zﬂ!: to swallow,
Mayor Mark Begich 1s scrapping the scheduled Nov
25 election that would have asked voters to approve a tax on
fire hydrants to avotd laying off 22 firefighters
Tax proponents said the levy, f1t had been approved in
the specal election, would have raised about $2 9 mithon,
the amount needed to offset Fire Department payments to
the Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utiity Under a 1977
agreement, the department pays the utility to maintain the
aty’s 8,500 hydrants and the water lines feeding them n Nations, and among the several
Begch, whose administration 1s facing $33 million 1n red States, and with the Indian Tribes
ink next year, said he believes he can come up with savings During the war, the 13 colonies

ACTUALLY,
THEIEAROUL T
CAMPAIGN

udget When added to increased formed a union under the Articles of
”:M—Mh will ﬂbvw_ mvow..aomm M.M—.:S: —ﬂ._m said he nrm-m-_wmﬂ.am o«wﬂ&m..wneuhnqqmv whereby “Each &
eventually can find the rest elsewhere in the budget s pendence, and every power. i ‘ —
The mayor said in a news release that he wanted to avoid %Eﬁmﬂzﬂsﬂgsﬂﬂ L ed S
further dividing the community “The debate under way Confederation ex-
threatens to needlessly polarize our commumty,” he said pressly delegated to gy _ For most of our _ﬁ“ﬂ. »Mum Scm” gﬂb _.N_n.ﬂn_m .W_n willingness of mndwvid-
His supporters would have you believe it was a coura- the Umited States, in § i fotled congressional attempts to use __.ﬂ!u.ﬁa areas within
tod” B “Commerce Clause” to sabotage the the country Finally, cnme threatens
geous deaision That seems hike spin tous It would seem Congress assembled clear of the Const par- the learning environment, thereby re-
more hkely that he, hke the rest of the aty, could see the The Treaty of wwm__w : icularly the Ninth and 10th d- duaing national productivity
handwriting on the voting booth wall The tax had no :.Es%.n;&&:. ments The courts Smw.. cavingin to  While all of this mught be true, the
chance The more it was talked about, the less chance 1t had war between the g Congressional tyranny dunng the 1930s  relevant question 1s whether Congr
colonies and Great i J That tyranny was sealed m 1942, by 8 had constitubional authonty to the
OPPOSITION TO the tax — immediate and vocal — Bntam recognized 13 By ] little known US Supreme rulingn Gun-Free School Zones Act ..__ﬁ. US
was grounded in the belief that the threat to lay off 22 fire- 5%@“8_5”» the R AF fi| Wickard vs Pbum . Ot Spreme Court ruled 1t dudat, saying,
fighters and abolish 27 other positions unless the levy was Articles of Confodera- <m|= ?%ﬂ&éﬁhﬁ“ﬁ&&. in!ﬂ.a«ﬂﬁ 0 v “
adopted was nothing more than a local version of the Wash- tion was the propen- tihams argumen post

ington Monument ploy From the cutcome, the critics ap, sty of states to erect protectiorust trade nearly 12 acres of wheat above his gov-  Congress 1s without power to regulate *

to have been nght on target pear barners When the Framers met 1o ernment allotment He argued that the In other words, the hours children
EBE«EE:EEQEEW@E&%E Philadelphia i 1787 and wrote the con-  excess wheat was unrelated to com- spend the amount of rest they

the tax 1ron out of the fire? Did he shoot himself in the foot? umnr.nau_ :EPWE.E.E_ ag..n_ﬁw._. merce since he grew it for hus own use wgnt—ﬁm“r

The answer to that has to be an unequivocal yes It was hus that fuhure gh the com- He was anyway The court rea- d with learung Cangress could easily

administration’s first real pohitical test, and 1t wound up on ties cl that d a national free- wheat he would have had to purchase

s back bke a dead cockroach Even gongtothe pollsand | trade sone Wheat — thercfure, ho was mdirectly e sesgorion g e s e 0

losing outnght likely would have been a better outcome Thus, the onginal purpose of the gﬁﬁwﬁﬁg While the Lopez ruling 15 a tny step

That, at least, would have salvaged some credibility Commerce Clause was primanly a  If there's any good news, 1t's the tiny 1n the nght directian, there’s much moro
. means to eliminate trade barriers the US Sy Court, took 10 its "

To the army of skeptics out there, it looks as if our aity the states They didn't mtend for uM. Vs Lapez (1995) ru In 1990, ‘o0 be donc_Constitution-respecting
_EE“Wu%iB%m:rﬂgwbEnﬁrm g%.m%rﬂa:w_upwm _Wﬂ_._w n . M.__NM.WM_.EE.H.S Clause to govern so Oaumann.baﬂ& the Gun-, :E_mn—_ﬂ_n Jin“:nﬂ..ﬂﬂ-_un—s:s %Eﬁ n_m_ E_g_ A
dnbs Te re in the wi threat- mu our hves Zones ating it ers under congressmen
emng layoffs or trying to hold up taxpayers In fact, it looks Indeed, as James Madison, the father “Commerce Clause * Namely, the  pos ﬁmﬂw _M_-__....n_ﬁ.ﬁn n..ﬂ.un oaths of cﬁa
exactly like what the tax opponents have been saying it was of our C; lained, “The of a firearm 1n a local achool Constatus
away to end run the tax cap that reins in property taxes powers delegated by the proposed Con- zone substantially affected interstate ~ Waiter € Wilitams is a professor at

Probably the worst damage to overcome will be to the mﬂfmﬂﬁmsss_.&md_ government are BEEESS.._ George Mason University at Fairtax, Va. His
defined Those to Why? lent cnme raises msurance column Is distributed by Creators Syndi-
credibility of those who backed the tax idea. Who wall believe main 1n the State %ﬁ:ﬂ costs, and those costs are spread cate inc, 6777 W, Centusry Bivd, Sulta 700,

the Assembly or the mayor when they balefully stare into & merous and indefinite * throughout the population Violent LosAngeles, CA 80045, (310} 337-7003.

television camera and say “There 15 no more money” Who

will beheve them when they say “We need new taxes™ The Anchorage Times The Vlcs ofthe Times does not represent the
There may come a time when a new tax actually 1s need- Edrors TOM BRENNAN, 2648191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN J. TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Ancharage Dally News, It Is published
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Espeaally now * e-mail AnchTimes@aaska net
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STATE CHAMBER CHARTS A . . .

Winning course

ﬁH—-ﬁHg ARE, believe 1t or not, people in Alaska who
are worlung to restore the spint of what thus state used
to be about — but sadly 18n't any more

You may not be aware that such an effort 1s under way Of
course not It's not a theme that resonates in today’s media,
in Anchorage or elsewhere in Alaska

Cnime, murder, mayhem, hate, vilification, political
name-calling, controversy — these are the things that
make headlines here It a pretty dismal slate that 18
served up daily in the local newspaper and on the local
television newscasts All of this paints a demoralizing pic-
ture of Alaska life, and saps the energy and outlook of
even the most hearty advocate of the prospect of good
things for the 49th State

Alaskans deserve better They need to know that every
day, in countless ways, men and women of all ages in An-
chorage and throughout the state really do have an upbeat
attitude and are working to achieve good things for them-
selves and their commumnities

Take, for example, the Alaska State Chamber of Com-
merce Read much about that orgamzation lately? Seen any
very big headlines about its acivities? Noticed a lot of TV
news time given to 1ts acuvities Of course not Chamber
members don't rate much attention from today’s reporters or
editors Chamber? Boring, nght? Business people only inter-
ested in ining their own pockets, eh? Providing jobs and
helping the economy? That’s not news, 15 1t?

Well, as a matter of fact 1t 1s

THE STATE chamber, 1t’s worth noting, staged its an-
nual convention in Kodiak last month Every year the
chamber takes its meeting to a different city around the
state, exposing local commumities and local interests to .
delegates who otherwise mught not know what 1s going on
in Kodiak — or Faurbanks, or Ketchikan, or wherever 1t
convenes

And 1n the process, it puts a spothight on 1ssues that truly
are cnlical to Alaska's future At rainy and windy Kodiak,
chamber members partiapated in a program with an tmpor-
tant theme “Reclaimung Alaska's Spint A New Attitude for
Malking it Happen "

The title alone should be exaiting to Alaskans fed up with
the gloom and doom dished up every day elsewhere

Everybody needs news that Lifts the spints There 1s plen-
ty going on 1n Alaska to change our attitudes and provide
the spark that indeed will reignite the spint of Alaska that

., once propelled ths state forward

This 1s a great place to live and work. -

‘We need to renund ourselves of this every day, and not let
ourselves be bogged down by depressing events that are
overplayed by media pecple who have forgotten, or have
never known, what Alaska used to be hike

A newspaper friend heads for Nebraska

By WILLIAM J TOBIN here They mostly lend a hand to na-

DON SMITH, WHO became a dy- tionals from the resp countries
EES&.EE&EE& they serve, folks passing through and
over as pubhsher of the Juneau Empire needing diplomatic or legal assistance
a couple of years ago, 1s moving on. Ef- whilen Alaska  The Resource Devel-
factive tomorrow, he'll become publisher opment Counal's 2004 conference, “New

Frontiers, Expanding Opportunuties,” 18
mmnnﬁn—.nm-ﬁnws:zs_.um_”wnrmaﬂ
Marvy, a retared colonel corps
days, 18 president of the Last Frontier
Chapter of the Assoaation of the United
States Army Up at Chena Hot
Spnings, 60 miles northeast of Fair-
banks, folks are to buld a 80~
foot-high, six-room out of e and
snow — to serve winter tounsts who
come to town for overnight stays to view
the northern hghts Sleeping bags and ~
reindeer hides wall be provided 1 rooms
= THE NEW head man 1n Juneau 18 where the temperature will be a con-
L ok Bob Hale, moving to the north country trolled 28 degrees Y'all come
0l from Monroe, Ga where for the past 10 JF YOU FOLKS who Like to fly

of the Grand Island Independent, a
23,000-arculation newspaper in Nebras-
ka's thurd-largest aty the Empire,
Cor 5 media songlomerats owaed. by
,a erate
Billy Morns, a soft-spoken gentleman
from gﬂ whose operations include
holdings in addition to the
ﬁwﬂgﬁn mn our capital aty
HEADQUARTERED IN Augus- 2
ta, Ga, Moms Communications 1s a big
player in the media
pers include the St

“Got a dog to fit that?"

(Ga ) Chronicle,
Topeka (Kan ) C:
tal-Journal, Emn.“.»EEr :
1llo (Texas) Globe-

News, the Lubbock Tobin

June Al told, hus career has taken
" and an up-close look at a total solar

B oo il B T e

“ a wonderful opportunity professionally M”ﬁv_r _EE—“_ o qw cnal, 18 The
. and an incredible adventure to Live and will ho passengers

work 1n that kind of environment” tnp take 14 hours, and the plane

Hale has big shoes to fill Immediately Wi chuse at an altitude of 38,000 foet
IN ALASKA, BILLY Morns' prop- after he armved in Juneau, Don Smuth V&% the polar regin. A whole parcel of
erties are m newspapers, magazines, tymed the Empire mto a strong advo- 5entsts also wll be aboard, providing
guidebooks, and broadcasting On the  cate for business, economuc devel, commentary along the way The price
prnt sude of the business, in addibon to  and multaple use of Soutl L% P on how many people are in
the 8,000-arculation Jungau pap bundant ) resources gﬂﬁgﬁggﬂnﬂﬁrg.
the hist includes the daily Kenai Peun- . dows share for a view pse
sula Clanan, the weekly Alaska Journal - gomatf by ar Joas ot o h. Prices run from $11.000 to $25,000 a
of Commerce, the weekly Alaska Star n e biggest fans with the death of Pat P20, But for $8,000 you can sign up
Eagle River, the weekly Homer News, Tiemey on the last day of September for a standing room (no kidding) mon_
the monthly Oil & Gas Reporter, the The 61.year-old retired nurse was the 0908 8 bulkhead window =~ You'l ex-
Alaska Military Weekly, tour guides gnfe of Anchorage broadcasting exec PEREnce Just 2 minutes and 26 seconds
Destination Alaska and Best Read Tom Tierney, owner of KBYR  Steve 9 total eclipse time — 29 seconds mare
EE. and 2”_55 Smurnofi, h v consul 1 for than M.ﬁ watched from the ground
a monthly with subscribers the world Russia in Anchorage, has been decorat- Such
over Six Anchorage rado stations are ed by the Russian Minustry of Foregn =~ BSUNDAY PUNDAY: A fellow
part of the Moms operations in Anchor-  Affuirs In ceremonues at Seattle, he re-  Went to the Army Navy Store on Fourth
age FBRJ-FM, KEAG-FM, KFQD-AM, ceived a medal commemorating the Avenue to buy a pair of camouflage

ly — 1n the nation’s newspaper and 1996, one of 18 Anchorage residents _ Wiliam J Tobin is an editor of The An-

broadcasting businesses who represent foreign gover Times
The Anchorage Times The Ve of e Trnes do ot reprsent h
Editors TOM BRENKAN, 264 6191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-6192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 2648133 | yowsof the Anchorage Dy News tis published
Associatp edior JAN SINGYELE. 264 8107 » PO Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510+ FAX 907-264-8194 | uner an agreament t presexve the separate edi-

* emal AnchTimes@alaska net oriad voice of the former Anchorage Times
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GAS TAX BREAK CRITICS . . .
Destructive wildfires are preventable
) w—cs macwm By STEVEN MILLOY We.mﬁu L...__h__rr_ ?ﬁﬁhﬂeﬁﬂﬂﬁnﬁ“

“Our forests are detonating ke na-
palm need to remove nsk of fire. The bill would reduce
OEOmOﬂviggﬁw&Emﬂgg Ea&!ﬂﬁ:«?nﬁg.@m.ﬁh ﬁ:ﬂnggnﬂgngﬁu
gas pipeline are using smoke and murrors to support Wally Herger, R-Chuco ’ — the tools environmentalists use to
Emﬁvou.gauwumzanr_&ou:uﬁr Is th E.nmmwi g quart block rational forest management — so

8 8 Mo -mornin, uarter-
ggnﬂﬁ?»%ﬁggwgwﬁnﬁé baclang spurred by the wildfires 11 Cab. that some thinning effarts could be com-
bull — like accelerated depreciation on the project and loan forma? Flard) ly b “

Eggguﬁamionzsglu—s:r_ggs The Northern Califormia congress- Preaudent Bush the to
make the pipeline viable man uttered those words 1n >m...«a=un “.Bu Eouaugnu;ﬁﬂﬂdﬁngwﬁ“
The entics claxm that a federal tax credit based on well- 1994 as %an of his demand that —-wwhﬁne-.nua. olicy have prevented
head values — which would kuck mm 1f gas prices tank — 15 Congress declare a state of emergency foresters from keep oE.ﬂS&wEr
unnecessary, that the state of Alaska could provide adequate n ..&Mﬁanwaus Sm mn:ﬂ: a:_nrnﬂm rmn-_muei and safe,” .p.u_—n sad .
downside protection for mvestors by mampulating the S_.REQE_%EE nm.ﬂﬂ.ﬁ_u innnﬁ.mun._ﬁ tho “Thus year’s fire outlook seems lesa

severe, and that's good news,” the presi-

, | dent added “Yet the danger persists,
the gas pipeline will be uneconomic without 1t year % and many of our forests are facing a
Prospective investors in the Line are concerned because of A spokesman for the Natural Re- i) r.nrﬁ.EB..%lﬁum Hw of costly and
the hustonic fluctuation of gas prices The proposed tax ncen- sources Defense Counal responded at | . B.M&..dv_hnns efelovated ol o
tive 1n the energy bill 1s the only mechanism that would ade- the tume by calling Rep :N.Ma.\n de- L=n ] LT 1] Nuw%woev.ns“ﬂu&_p re-
nnw.h—w protect investments during peiods of ultra-low gas Hﬁm Ky uﬁﬁnﬁﬂ”ﬂnﬁﬁﬁ -+ know I's your birthday soon, but what Putting aside the environmentalists
i 'To our thinkung, ConocoPhullips 1s nght The foderal in- though, Rep Herger 1s lookung pretty  °4"|buy # Woman who has everything? loggung lwo_EB_ ‘agenda and m&m-%e”
centives already in the energy bill wall improve the eco- presaent brush and trees built up over decades, ing for-argument’s sake their alleged .
nomucs of the line and the state could and should negotiate b meo n—muuz.m_wo.ooo nno..a_u n—;:a US Forest Service chief Dale concerns about the need to preserve
1ts own ncentives, those will be an essential part of the final omon’ ole b o died and'2 600, Bosworth says “If that means cutung  “old growth forests” for “future
economuc package But the state’s 10 percent severance tax oua_. people have 5 a 14-foot (diameter) Sequora, that’s tions,” the bull before Congress %o”:”ﬂ
and 12 5 percent royalty share of the gas would not be w_az_w.n.l c:hﬂ:pﬂmﬂﬂe«o.ﬂn_ﬂw.pnﬁ” reasonable ” y permit unrestricted clear-cutting of old-
enough to provide the economuc safety valve needed to make - killed 23 firefighters, destroyed more ~ -\men. b farusts works — and it growth forests
the project viable when prices are low mﬂw%moogﬁ!agggaiﬁ .?::Eﬁ__:s.mmn.énﬁmnzﬁ_ﬁammﬁ &Wg..mﬂﬁgﬂlﬂﬁ
BOTH THE severance tax and the state royalty are So what do the environmentalists a2 5Py fightung forest fires every _ g%-u.c—_ﬂ_nm the collateral benefit of
based on wellhead values So when wellhead prices drop, the have to say? A spokesperson for the Eﬂ. 1910 wildfire 10 Idaho, Montana _8_.._«5 the imber Jnﬁe.s which has
. amount of the SNSEEE@ aw&wpw_mo zmmaaiﬂ. Once they ”m”.z.w_ —wuuo:w_.nmu Defense Oo_“”n__ and Washingten burned 3 million acres _Bo—“m“.c%_ﬁ ”_N—‘MM@ that trees
decline significantly, as would 1n the situation against Preaident Bush's proposed plan to ) ~
s;&%giﬁwaeaﬁ.weo:srmea&%msﬁ preveat forest fires by thinning excess goe, 3w Y Cocral ENTIAIENt 10 veq ol growth — are not irreplace:
leverage to affact project economuca drops with them growth “a Trojan horse” for sneaking ghey. 0 e 10 888reser able New trees will grow 1n their
Even if the state’s take dropped to zero, federal taxes on the through logeng prajects Thus policy has had an ded Pl2ce m.an_wﬂ”%n%%.:nr:n_gn Weyer-
Pipehne would stall be an onerous burden. And since the feder- As the Western forests burn — and  pegylt Forests become overgrown with ¢y, a e
al government’s finanaal take from a pipeline that 1sn't built people die and homes are destroyed — trees and vegetation that could serve as ﬁ:ﬁﬂgwﬁ_—. for
would be zero, Congress should — in the national interest — anronmentahsts and therr allies 10 fuel for mare catastrophuc fires thin wih, we'll still ha
: . Congress only seem concerned that [, forests that have only dozens of nng overgrowth, we'll s ve
approve federal pariapation 1n downside msurance “old-growth” be ores ave only M8 o venernble “ld growth,” but also reduced
Critacs clam that such a measure would give Alaska gas HM.MBME &%&ﬂﬂwﬂgﬂnﬂ Namw%mnau:ﬂ aﬁﬁ&ﬂ%ﬁﬁ ﬁ:mﬁ!.& Su.h_.u:w_. unpreventable
an unfair advantage in the marketplace Whether that's true der traps Ired estructive wildfires
We have no idea, but the big loser 1f the pipeline 18 not built Ther nonsensical opposstion to thin- N_ow.wWo such H__ﬂm—ﬂ“ﬂiﬂ&“@wﬁ pynronmentalist squawlang about
égﬁsggg%ggg ning only makes it easier for wildfires to EBEB.:BEGEQEE ...l 4 % me of the
FE?EESEE&EE% d out of coritral That's p Jy Eﬁﬂ_ﬂﬂnﬁsn&z@dﬁs&%h M”B winds — hot air that only
ys ahead cuckoo ,* according to the University wildfire flames
We find 1t hard to believe that there 1s not ample prece- “We need to do some active man- Idaho forestry expert Leon Neuen- " Staven Willoy Ts a5 adjunct acholar at
dent for Congress to allow the wellhead tax rebief It dispens- agement to prevent unnatural fire” schwander the Cato Institute and the author of Junk
es federal favars to the vanous states all the tyme and the that occurs as a result of dense under- A bill under current consideration 1n  Sclence Judo
likelihood that all are equally beneficial to everybody 18 so - .
unlikely as to be ludicrous The Anchorage Times The Voo ofte Times does ot rpresat the
This would be a perfect tme for Congress to get its act to- Edors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN J. TOBIN, 264-8193 wiews of the Anchorage Day News. ! s published
ﬁggr»a»nsouwgsgangaﬁg. Assaciats editor JAN SINCYKE, 264-8107 » PO Box 100040, Ancharags, AK 99510 ¢ FAX. 007-264-8194 under an eqreement to presarve the separate edi-
tives sufficient to get the pipeline built. * emal AnchTimes@alaska.net tonal vorce of the former Anchorage Times
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Sensar editor
A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ELASKANS

Letters to The Times

Jerry Hood | beieeseserpin

FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR . . .

ton to fill Senate vacancies have been
“In short, using the so-called POMV buned. Thurd, don hde the ball
U ON'T COUNT Jerry Hood out just because he 1s be- Mvgwc..%_wﬁ%—%w_wﬁv smsn_%w_.:am: H_W.“ _.MMES pos the U&EW
ing ousted from hus powerful post as secretary-trea- s bate out of m.nm“zw.aﬂ.muaw_ e ment of Law’s analymis of the mtiabve.
surer of Alaska Teamsters . (Tumes, Nov 3 echtonab p Rather than uding behund atioracy-
Hood lost a re-election bid to challenger Michael Kenny Yeah, just what we need — b chent privilege, it woul
and will leave office Jan 1 But it's entirely possible hus dividend u—_._unrus wh.”nn more _B._”mumﬂ m_sanm.mm;_uggc&ﬁgrﬁgﬁ_ an.na:_ﬁh—n_%..&
next position will be even more powerful than his last Alaska We don't have enough parasites Ren onfidence admunstrat
Jerry Hood 1s a unique character, a savvy political living off state social programs already, rmcE Eﬁwﬂouﬁ!g%
y N ’ al
strategist who recently became a Republican and has a we need more anﬁ%&iﬁ»?.ﬁﬂ..ﬂ&i.
likable personahty and strong ties to Alaska’s labor move- And as far as taling w.._w.%wg% out Y| dnven decision.
J.au... W_ohwonn the Teamsters election by just 145 votes out ﬂhﬂ thﬂ_g_nh_w _mo.swm_.ﬂa EMB %-“ Rep Ethan Berkowtz
of a tof 2,072 votes cast . Ancha
Kenny said he thought Hood lost for a number of rea- ﬁnﬂ_ﬁaﬁ.ﬁm ﬂ_m.mbﬂuﬂsw%h Say it ain so
sons, most promunently hus long absences from the state income tax, so losers can keep collecting s with of -
and his support for Gov Frank Murkowska 1n the last multiple dividend checks on kids they Its ﬁwpnmemﬂns__ E_Eu_. t 858@.“
statewde election The Teamsters are traditionally had no business having 1n the first e :wmnraﬂ-—_n Vi &.n__aﬂﬁ_u_% 5 edi
UmEmﬁnEm:mrmﬁvog:urwv@ﬁz—gEo&.Emg. %Nﬂ..u.w: Sostop spending Just freeze spend “:wc:._.““nrasp_ﬁu_bghg@.
ernor's decisions Nancy Cuddeback At this year's levels untl we can get this wﬂ.namn our Eﬂmﬂ—& E%_—W mero-
HOOD AGREES that his support for Murkowski may Anchorage - spiral siopped Or have the al companies 205 1 Se20n ¥ at these are the people
have cost him votes, but he doubts union members count- the royalty checks

pay y
ed the absences agamst hum Most ofthat tne hewas s | Hands off my dividend > e wil submi: to an moome tax 1o Brefighters yet they can spend maney

Washington lobbying to open the coastal plam of the Arc- run thestate Hands off my dvidend.

tic Nabuonal Wildufo Refuge to ol Opemng At statehood, a major portion of our Kme 5° have a good time 1 some other

would create many Teamster jobs, so hus efforts were very Mu..hw.a away  we uanwﬁioﬁuﬂ Ninulchik 1 would also suggest stopping by the

much i his members’ interest 3 were told that the state would m: . Assembly chambers at the hbrary to

Jerry Hood was on Frank Murkowskr's hst of candi- our mneral nghts for the benefit of ail Ritles to disagree by ¢ view the pew ¢ carpet ...M__n while sm.H

dates for appontment to the US Senate seat he eventual- | We would receive a dvidend, much ke | reaqd Attorney General Gregg Fan Mller lumbar oo vm: nrw—...w at

ly gave to his daughter Lisa — and Hood was one of very a stock dividend, to compensate us for Renkes’ picce defending hus rejection of $1,150 00 a pop, :-88%:%.8!5%

few on the ist who were considered to have a real chance - | 1088 of this sgmficant nght the “Vole for your US Senator” uubia- i, the most pompous postenior

at getting the job hovow, unrestrained state spending tive Thus wssue has been around ance "y 00 SGNSERERE R0

Alaska Labor Commussioner Greg O'Claray described and tens oqu .__u Sn:mnn:%oﬁ:,\a. RS 1998 1 authored amendments to bills 0 1 i dole has beoorae 50 comuon-
Jerry Hood's future prospects well when he said “Talent wuu!ﬁmﬂwmwrh spends more i m“—_ﬂ%mﬂu%hw . -uﬂwmuv. hhnhmem:mo:_.w_u place that 1t passes without notice

hke that doesn't fade off into the sunset " 2s much as any other state per person, year) to allow for direct election o fll B&:Moa”._._zsbgwma ¢ 1t dossatt

° ° . and for what? Our roads are bad, our vacancies Unfortunately, they never -publican or &.“; 1t doesn

> a Hq‘ schools do not educate, only ware- quite seem to pass seem to matter, 25%5 ated to seats

~)=~=m ﬁ°_= ° house, Office of Cluldren's Services ™ Gyven that story, 1t 1s pecuiar that of power as one of nronm_: politacal

(formerly knawn as Division of Famuly Renkes Lights out afer Rep Enc Croft Lt there seems to come along with

ANY PUNDITS are predicting that the mounting ca- and Youth Services) 15 out of control, for seelang success the initia. the bargain 2 sense of entitlement,

g sualties in Iraq will weaken Amenica’s commitment to fin- rﬁohcﬁww at all ._.ﬂn_u ...Euhn__@ A_Eo_m tve process I wanted to suggest some Hnu_.nﬂm__nﬂ_m.m_ a um«s 000, omomwﬁao..

cC rOIn 1deas ?
1shing 1ts job there that o o.&« mw& on umw&,« M:n..”r_ﬂwm_zs attorney general creates yation ot 2 me when we being warned

But the chances are at least as good that terronst successes Witness the Anchorage fish - Furst, stuck to the Personalat. °f the comung bulion dollar deficit or
and tragedies like the 16 deaths from downung of a Chinook he- ng v__g.... Healy coal-fired vosa__, plant, tacks Eg.__ \nnuendo ”.wﬁu_nwsihr. our currant governor,s trips to Asia

the V. We have all seen our elected officals
Hﬁsngimmwma will simply strengthen the nation’s re- p—.n. WM__N an_.n_mw hmo.ﬁnﬂs .% uun_”._.hm m.unS%m _w%_rw_; have _.._e ww_m.u.wnﬁ nnﬂ mmn_whu %!.Mnm a“wuﬂ nnnmu.w: due at :E—M
Casualties are an unfortunate cost of war and Amencan oc- _.umnunanﬂm\nﬁoﬁmnuh:m_ﬂvaenh% ﬁﬁﬁﬂgﬁaﬁ other aide for wanting ther cut.
cupation of Iraq 18 an essential part of the angoing war on ter- excessy M.Ma.h npl ..._ _._mwMME—m m:nnwm&vﬁwcﬁbnscﬁnnno.min.u Lynn Hall
ronsm The jury 1s stall out on whether modern America can ac- speading, etc " the Legslature to provide for direct elec- Chugiak
cept such casualtzes under such arcumstances and go on to the
finish the ob The Anchorage Times : The Voice ot tha Times does nat represent the

But those who would kil our troops may just find that ther Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-5191, PAUL 264-3192, WILLIAM [. TOBTH, 2646193 | views of tha Anchorage Oauly News (18 published
limuted sucoesses so far wall work agaunst them n the long run. | pseoice st AN STRGTIL, 764-0107 P Box 100040, Arciveage. ok S50 - P o 2049134 | \mderanageement o preorve the seprate
Hopefully we will now go after them with renewed vengeance * emait AnchTimes@alaska net editonial voice of the former Anchorage Times
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ATTACKERS SHOULD BE PUNISHED USING . . .

H e Lo Urban moose flee fr om bar m—% banter
uﬁm :-Hm _” Qc m - - By TOM BRENNAN R — R —
(( out mah- !—.m““vomﬁs_aﬁ-tgéﬁ& aa.ni:nn-ﬂﬁonnnw___@ - mwnm-_w uh%r?ﬂ%&ﬁ“_‘ ___.9.h cnzm_.uaaﬁvﬂ.“ \ SR Y

gggognggwEngieEEE The other day I was about to head for
:SES&ESE»E:EmEgngEBEE@mE !a.runngw.:ar.nnsgnng ;
tncadents to further a pohtical agenda. opener when I noticed two moose stand- | 8
Speafically, we should turn a deaf ear to what surely wall Ing 10 the driveway just outaide the | 3
be umy ned pleas at level for more 1 . uJ-n_Eon.. hit the opener anyway,
yﬁcﬁ!ﬂ—mﬂaﬁg&g_ﬁm_bgnggg.as thunkang that the naise of the Mot acd

The carload of young white males who yelled ragial slurs | the nsing door would o o e
w»$§65mo=§§§wggamimn§ nught run away — or they might run
nine paint balls at her were jerks Now they are ciminals Esgﬂ.uﬂ
g%&.—vmﬁ:&..rgﬁi._nou:sn&. punished to And _._._ym_u__%u Law being ever 1n
Em?:gggrwsswﬁgginsﬁ_i force, ¥ would probably panic and hut the
more severely because of their motave? Hardly, button to close the door just after the

Noted social saentist James Q Wilson, writing 1n the Nﬂﬁﬂﬂu?ﬁaﬁhﬁﬂ%ﬂwﬁ 2
sangamemﬁsamannmcE%EﬂSSrwsgm been great fun for the dog, but would
laws, used Buford O Furrow Jr’s lalling of a Filipimo letter most certamnly have put me on my wif

carmer in Califorma to wonder X List for the rest of
ﬁ:vﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬂéﬂmggg&ggg my hfe
whom lalled from a different motave Alford shot a letter Instead I went up-
carner because he had taken out a hife msurance policy on stairs and onto a a only
him and wanted to collect the benefits Buford shot one deck just over the an- leaned out a window and blew a blast in back to open the door agan Ewmﬂn-_
ggrmgg%ggnagvg mals’ heads I trnied J§ al big brown cntter turned scooted 1n and went directly to hus ac-
Charles  shot one because he wanted to prove to fellow n_.ongnnnuc“nﬁ.ﬁ ; . M_N:ENE.rzﬁe:ﬂﬂ“wa"_mg Emgiu?pem_einsgfa::.ﬂ_.
gang members that he was a tough guy” my arms, but was = ow the me wal USe  This was not a one-time 1 real-
completely 1gnored B my san Peter tnied 1t the following East- 504 he had been doing 1t every day re-
EﬂE&sEE:mEPgEHEmEEnEEoIE The moose had been Ml er Sunday when a moose was m..seu.m 8:525?5.»2153&”_”“:5
meditated murder In each, the intent 18 the same — to kal] eating crabapples on hus front porch while my wafe and 1 Jog gut and at the door was get-
*  The outcome 1s the The motive 15 unimportant, from our tree and Brennan teere waiting to come 1n for brunch Pe- ing shorter all the time It wag only
MM..E gﬁﬁ.n—ﬂ:wﬂﬁ. .v”cgﬁo%o:sﬂwrm:suzv. Were standing d digesting them .Boaﬁn.. w..ﬂ.w_s y gzn..n_._ﬂ__si._ ch mptiag sien he it the Bve oot mark that | )
Jective motive matter But why should 1t? Why should hating g_r&sgm_u MGEEER to run from my =EB=&.§ ammal gmn.nﬂﬂ Rﬁﬂﬁ I know what he 15 up to i
imigrants be a worse motave than stealing money or earn- Then I remembered a self-defense 2 Pile of 1t best ferahzer I'm not sure what to do about 1t If [ :
Ing entree into a cnrmunal gang? mechanism from my long-ago bar-hop- . Both systems work, but I hke mine don't let hum have the cookue, he wall
Hate crime laws, in our view, sumply are the left’s answer days for tames when 1 was seated better Inane chatter 1s more subtle and gwe me a look good for a major guilt |
to political and judicial impotence — affirmative action for wpsmnﬁgsiiaisira digmfied (a duck call makes an embar- tnp A dog’s expectations are a delicate
sm_m_gﬁ_gaghwﬁﬂu?fn m_swuﬁua alone — mane barfly banter Fﬁﬁéﬁeﬂﬁﬁﬁ it back thung and not to be tnfled with.
a dufferent, hugher value on based an what group So I leaned over the and said maries quiet But 1f I tell him to skup the whol
they belong to, something that 15 accepted in the Third softly to the big ane ..mo_.nsmava:_.wn ses Bnh.n.u:f:ﬁﬁcarh_ ngﬁmtt_.r..w
World, but that fltes 1n the face of American idesls Because g.wm.w moose” . meww. dog 18 apparently Sicns_mh out going o.._.rn _~. would be Eﬂ:ﬂ@u«
% ‘Dh-lﬂ—.:-“ —ngu. 853&@-& momma moose looked at me on e del;
nw.mﬂw%w_na ne areweall cqual ﬁiﬁ:ﬁ%« e..._.m&awn mu:ieﬁ_n?:.,sennsﬁesﬁnﬁ wont el modothat | ) POROBE
wil t following close him a cookie wi en comes n from erstanding tudies
Gving prosecutors, bureaucrats and judges the power to behund The two headed for J«. neigh-  outdoors, o he 13 trying to determine %:haanggﬂwmnﬂsgﬁ
gmgﬁsﬁsgggwsgﬁrsw E.gﬁaznﬂitzv% rg_am_.rm_uﬁﬁgg_.ssuﬁas tume being F'm just takang longer to an.
b Eﬁ—dﬂh nusste; mn car, O—Eg garage h:b.—_hw
wcnﬁggg.mgrmsg_wﬁggl &q«]w.ensaui The ploy worked ex- I realized the study was gaing on re-  ¥*© Eolililfj..l
and undemably will be — misused to den ts such as actly the way 1t used to in the taverns cently when he pointed at the door, — Tom Brennan 13 an editor of The An-
y y
mﬂgiggaﬁsangwﬁr%g A few hours later — too late to do which meant he wanted to goout, and I chorage Times.
in Canada and Europe - -
The thugs who fired the ES,EEM_.QEEH_E__&. The Anchorage Times .
because they broke exsting law that applies to all of us If Edtors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL H-E:.mzés. WILLIAM | T0BIN, 264 813 ?ﬁnnﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂnﬁﬁvﬁ
imsaﬂggesogggisg Associate editor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 « P 0 Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 FAX 907-264-8194 under an agreament 10 preserve the separats edi-
gggogéeg.—.ﬁguﬁg * emal AnchTimes@alaska net tonal voice of the former Anchorag Times
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BILL J. ALLEN
Pabhisher

Voice of the Times

WILLIEM J. TOBIN

Seater editer

A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

Assembly trip

<ocm>§aossssis~%sss=5_§%&
some of our elected offiials
Fw@qrwnr.abvsw Tremame, for instance (Drum roll Puhleeze,
>gm§eng?gsgw§§nmﬁg
members are to attend the National League of Cities
Wrﬂiﬂ-ngmm_bz , Tenn., with taxpayers piclang up the
an editonal, we urged those gaing to pay their own
iﬁﬁggvsggﬁg o
. otherwise, we noted, would endanger the proposed
g:»ﬁnﬁ»ﬁmngﬂﬁsgggsﬁé
22 firefighters’ jobs ‘That vote, if the administration of Mark
gggﬁ:vﬁ?%w%?%?
13slated for Nov 25 (We're betting the money can be found.)
gggggggg
were paying for everything on their tnp but the $400 registra-
tion fee But Tremaine, Januce Shamberg and Fay Von Gem-
mingen would be going on our dime, to the tune of about
$7,200 The steanung taxpayer 1s having none of this

He tells Tremaine

“Dud you folks read the Anchorage Times editonal in the
Sunday paper 1did P'm appalled that some of our Assembly
thinks 1t's okay to waste taxpayer's money to attend this con-
vention at a tme when the aty 1s threatening to lay off fire-
fighters unless voters agree to the fire hydrant tax.

“I particularly find 1t ludicrous that our lame duck Assem-
v?gwnwggsgsggggﬁ
g&i@ﬁﬁ.ggﬁﬁ_ﬁsﬂgsg
QﬁSmm»:EogmﬁE_mEngwﬂm‘gw&a

“If part of our Assembly 1s so lackadawucal about the aty’s
financial woes, guess what folks, Fl] burn in hell before [ wall
vote for the fire hydrant tax.”

WELL, ONE can find deep insights mto the minds of
great men, great politians and great statesmen just by
reading theur letters But, of course, we are tallang here
about a member of the Anchorage Assembly

Here's what Tremaune fired back.

“So sweet of you to wnite us Have you wntten to Gover-
nor Murkowska with the same message about his recent
tnps to Asia? Please remember that the state budget 1s n
such poor shape that he cut over $10 mullion in revenues to
the aty ?pﬁoamencﬁgaimﬁgaﬂmmss
the situation we are in Do take an 1ce bag "

Ah, the arrogance

Taxpayers now find themselves at a critical juncture
They can erther pay the $8,000 for the tnp to Nashwille— or
they can pay considerably more and send Tremaine and a
few other Assembly members on a long, long tnp .

We're betting Begnch's admunistration would go for the lat-
ter With Tremamne exeraising hus considerable slolls

Lingering lyrics drive me crazy

By ELISE PATKOTAK
ﬁl:&?a§a§§§5§i&s§a§§$§h§§ﬂTl
g ]

One of my friends recently an-
nounced she was moving to Tucson,
z Too bad she’s not moving to
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1t’s bad enough to go into & room and &0 s
a music station and watch a video to see
stand there blankly wondenng my life will be full if I never actually see
M—E..w._—nﬁgg:w»grc:?? Egs-wnmcﬁmiﬁﬂsa:ﬂrﬂﬁ a music video from start to fimsh. But
o e ever actually been able 0 iyl and then stand there blanky ol this thiag about lymes 1 my head: that
get completely n:a:«—...a:m g around and wondering why you Will make me crazy For mstance, how
I find myself by imagery ded to be there till you notice the many of you can hear the words, “It’s a
that may or may not have anything to rw:ra%oa_..n_.v.-.?ﬁww!— world after all " and not have
do wath the lyncs of the song — whuch I T have reached a pant where drve-up  the song stuck 1n your mind for the next
Inay or may not actually be heanng cor-  windows at fast-food establishments . o days?
rectly Reading lips doesn't seem to ymydate me I used (o hke occasunally ~ Havea wonderful 48 hours
work bocause | know they can't say the  gomg to those drve-thru places just be. Eise Patkotak, an Anchorage freoiance
words on TV that my Lip reading seems cause I go so rarely that I view 1t asa fun writer and author of Parailel Loglc, a hu-
to indicate they are saying treat Since I'm not famubar with their morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-
I thought I would hke music videos menu, [ need time to read 1t and decade row, lives in Anchorage and owns Precious
vﬁwﬁmurwa%:umvﬁmnk_nrw:o: whuch load of fat and carbs I want that Cargo Ltd, o writir i pany

The Anchorage Times

Editors T0M BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8133
Assaciate eddor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 93510  FAX. 907-264-8194
.

The Voice of the Times does not represent tha
views of the Ancharage Daily News 1t is published
under an agreement to preserve the separats edi-
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INITIRTIVE BACKERS MAKE . . .

Phony claims

>§Zﬁm IN election law concerning how vacant U S
Senate seats are filled n Alaska, a switch desperately
sought by Democrats, might wind up costing Alaskans a
pretty penny

State records show that in 1999, when Alaskans marched
to the polls to defeat a controversial long-range fiscal plan —
the only question on the ballot — the Legislature set aside
$939,000 for the statewide vote The Division of Elections ac-
tually spent $743,000 Today a special election likely would
cost even more

Democratic lawmakers Enc Croft and Harry Crawford of
Anchorage, and David Guttenberg of Fairbanks, want to
change the law that now fills vacant U'S Senate seats by
gubernatonal appointment if the officeholder’s term has less
than 30 months to run Instead, they want special elections
The unstated aim 1s to give Democrats at least a shot at the
seat held by Sen Ted Stevens, if he were to stepdown. -

It has not been easy for them Claiming the heutenant
governor and attorney general were attempting to derail
therr petition, they managed to get Supenor Court Judge
Mark Rindner to force a decision on certifying the petition by
acertain date When 1t was not certified because of constitu-
tional questions, the Democrats won Rindner’s permussion to
proceed anyway

AS THE DEBATE heats up about whether such an ex-
pensive fix to election law 1s even needed, we wonder how a
Judge can order a member of the executive branch to end a

complicated review process, especally when there has been . 8!

no undue delay Such interference depnives the public of
thoughtful, reasoned outcomes 1n favor of slapdash decisions
hurried along by a court

Despite the Democrats’ phony charges, they can blame
only themselves for delays in their petition drive They
started late, they screwed up their first effort, they filed 1n
the wrong place in their second attempt. With the clock run-
ning, they howled “conspiracy” and hustled off to court to
stampede certification to make up for their goofs

And their allegations against Attorney General Gregg
Renkes and Lieutenant Gov Leman are laughable Since
1998, and excluding the petation at hand, the attorney gener-
al's office has averaged 53 days to render opinions in 23 -
tiatives A property tax rehef’ on took 168 days, protec-
tion of the Permanent Fund dividend, 137 days, and one to
decriminalize manjuana, 92 days.

Renkes’ office turned out its decision 1n the Democrats’
mtiative 1n 46 days, not counting two holidays during the
tume That 1s 30 work days — well below average time and
three days before Rindner’s deadine

The only person fooled by the Democrats, apparently, was
ajudge

Car bombs aimed at U.S. morale

e 8
n_.hn::oﬂn?_ SoSbB—S ese, o__E»SZ or no..eg
as, who were, in Mao's famous
phrase, . swimming are hikely to fail, barnng a collapse of 12 was aumed at the wﬁrnﬁ_ Hotel,
L ﬂ“-m..mnrngus Ewrnaﬁus.nﬁa - emmn.:ﬁw__ Which S__hn —%_ﬁam has MHR_ by g.__—cnﬂom =5= Esu-aﬂ.w_ Trag
18 why enemy cans but mi 4
I oathad EFnB..rﬂurﬁ.annrﬁsrm does not %u:wsgm:“g?%gm
a constituency It does not re- two m
popular support It req only one. a psychologically arushing massacre
ows explosives and of Americans — which would have
of Islamism but are no mare loved who 18 willing to drive and per- %j:n&“““ﬂ!ﬁg-ﬁsé

either or lalhng
E?Eﬁwosea:n_&n&? wsﬁe.vo%_nsspo.gai The bomber failed. Most sgnuficantly,

al —uQum

week,

) e A
Americans and Britsh to and are But there was ancther car bombin Barut  The
Ssﬁoimé n the early 1980s that was just as sgmfi- m“.b Fﬁ%
Sanpsai_ﬁﬁc?ﬂ.ﬁnses The war 1n Iraq now conmsts

?Eﬁs_s%mcwhﬂ. West, but well-remembered by the Arabs ﬁscei.wmﬁsanasg

18 overwhelmingly Sunm ut it forces

Mﬁlgsg—muvngpssg Hﬁnsgvnznicmgg
n-c?w»w_mvovc_ngu For 30 years, headquarters, laling Baslur Gemayel, fore the S y

through their own Saddam Hussemn, the newly elected pro-Western, pro- hadst alhes can uce

wiping out an entire office burlding hous-
g e 0k s Gy bl many L S g s, LT
EESEpEEﬁ and government officials It was the per- . 40 '
as well fect pohtical A_Dﬂn».“g With Gemayel
?Eg%g.nﬁ.ﬁ gone, and a year the Amencanstoo, Charles Krauthammer writes & weekly,
rooted in Sunm Baathists who have ev- Lebanon inegn fell into Syna's lap hationally syndicated column for the Wash-
suc- It a a—. I ed ?i-nﬂﬂeﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂdcﬂ.ul D:.Ev_ﬂ
ceed But it 18 preaisely because thi Our enemies 1n Iraq have leamn 3
ﬂuﬂﬁauo!uw__wn:mg@ﬁn_“ these lessons well. The car bamb of Oct. COPYTight 2003 The Washington Past Co.
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LET'S GET SERIOUS ABOUT . . .

POMY system

>gm§zm§ get a dramatic demonstration next
year on how the Permanent Fund can be better man-
aged and put more money 1n their pockets
5’50&5?5@35?&?&]%»5&8&1
mn_nmvracﬁsnﬁcmmnoni?nr;iﬁo:@séwsgﬁ
paying a portion of the cost of state government
c:g%gﬁgg.%wgogoﬁv
projects Ebnnmg.m-:_rgg“_vmgw.._g_mnonﬁsg
checks next year, 1 percent less
Ewunr_uv.mbn.wg.u_:sa

Part 2: No excuses for academic failure

By WALTER E. WILLIAMS
£ Agol andl Slopen o part
of igail and Stephen Thernstrom'’s
new book, “No Excuses Closing the mvmzczm OF
Racal Gap 1n Learning " It’s a gap that imyvozm
finds the average black high-schaol
OF MASS

1..;.—.._.._»_. tion of the education
meltdown has led to calls for student
testing as a condition for high school
m-.mn:wre. The public educatzon estab-

Just a few weeks ago, each of -
the 598,813 eligible Alaskans re- E._.. Eaﬁr._:h.._.?
ceved payments of $1,107 56 50-

But next year’s $564 mulicn ~ Would mean larger
lond choskt oty e o, dividend checks

ut 3943,  and taking a hu

about $165 less than this year's bite out of the ge
payments That would be the te’s fiscal
first tme dividendshave been  State’s fiscal gap.
less than $1,000 since 1995 - —

If the proposed “percent of
market value” approach were used and 5 percent of the total
<E§%%E§8§§mm§|§=$m§
cent divided between dividends and paying for state govern-
ment — the checks would be roughly $1,082 and another
$648 mullion would go into state coffers to pay for govern-
ment -

IN SHORT, using the so-called POMV would mean larg-
er dividend checks and takung a huge bite out of the state’s
fiscal gap The fund itself would remain healthy and able to
grow As it grows, 8o would the dividends and the amount
available for state expenses

Eg:nongéﬂgggmmﬁmgﬁuﬁ.
tem 1s that the formula Eé_anzmsmwnc?wm” average for
calculating earmings, five years during which the interna-
tional investment markets were largely 1n the tank.

?mﬁs%aaogwggnsgwg@?
serve account, which 18 funded by sale of profitable invest-
ments Unfortunately that tends to encourage the Perma-
:3»55&858&_?&5!»5%@:855
o:SEmggo_sm.uEammoEsmnﬁ%n«%&g:EﬁmonEo
Earmngs Reserve account

?aoi?nmggsgmo%%gﬁ
relatively narrow It would not have been pamless a few
years ago and it probably won't be a few years from now
EE«EB:E:RFB%&E&&EEE
next year’s checks, since 1t would requure legislative achion
and a vote in next fall’s election.

m:ﬁp.mgmnc:—-mgu_wgsﬂo_svwluavw@_@n.
Egggnéngﬁnggggggr

resists such tests
.—.—-o&emm Sizer, former Harvard

Deborah Meier, founder of New
York’s Central Park P

a :
more than the previous year — an 1§ ™0ney unless you're prepared to show

The education establishment has al. ~percent ncrease
. ation hy

me great results with expenditures of
tests _ Those arrested included teachers $15:000 per student in Massachusetts

8 cert

b and $13,000 in Washington, D C, and
and often labeled them as racially dis- (371), custocians (243), paraprofeasion-
cumnatory Perhaps 1t's because of the  als (181) and school aides (106) Among Skyrocketing education budgets else

large failure rate g prosp the were assault (313), drugs Where

teachers, particularly mmonty teachers  (435), robl ry (180), weapons (88), sex — Walter E Wiiliams 15 3 professor at

In 1998, of 1,800 usetts teach- abuse (36) and falsifyang documents George Mason University at Fairfax, Va. His

ers talang the test, 60 percent faled (74) How representative New York's col is distrib by Syndi-
According to Education World, “Seven school system 15 of other big aty school cate Inc., 5777 W Century Bivd, Suite 700,

states use the National Evaluation Sys- systems 15 hard to say Los Angeles, CA 80048, (310) 337-7003
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IT'S TIME TO SHOW LEADERSHIP . . . o . o
. Things are looking up down in Seattle
a&% ome By WILLLAM 1. OB e, Bt e 3t
SEATTLE — Not everything 1s go- attended regular season games
Freld — induding sellouts for
8 CITY VOTERS wrestle with the question of mg badly for the poor folks 1n Seattl, } : home stand, even when the
whether to adopt a fire hydrant tax to avoid threatened m«.awanwrm_oﬂnrn i.w\ ch_wam nﬁe gh a reason.
layoffs in the Fire Department, five members of the Assem- record rams mn late October In a the
bly are planning a trip to the National League of Cities con- day, more than 5 inches fell ..mh% Mean-
égEZ%En.mgP Tacoma International Airport, Sea-
It 18 providing fodder for talk radio and those who ques- Shelton — near Olympia — had g
tion whether the city’s assertion that 22 firefighters will be ﬂﬁs&ﬁwﬁmﬁsuﬁﬁ 8 s a great Natn-
E&ES%EE@—.BEE’ES&GEEE on the scene . ¢ X an
just a Washington Monument ploy to dodge the aty's tax ONE UPBEAT item 15 that plans g - e a
cap, which restncts property taxation Egcoaasﬂwrmwn?ooﬁgﬂng of all
The tax, sponsored by several Assembly mem- of a third runway at Sea Tac A foderal ke, Hall of Famer Steve
bors and slated for a vote Nov. 25, aums to take 10 $29mil- | Judge toased out the lateat move by e | ____ae g o bl e S rour
E&.mgpgnagaé?ﬁnsg. ronmentalists to halt the proect The |  “That robot that replaced you tiened home 1o Tulsa snd acod
mn?mﬁniiﬂﬁpﬁﬂnﬂwﬂnsunﬁwﬁﬁgnﬁm Eiﬁﬁgosﬂag at work has been laid off! Oklahoma an from 1995 to
hydran( lines neers things by granting 2001, to make an unsuc-
?Egﬁwgg.gnm_wﬂ«ﬂ.—MEEQ Fu?bo%mmngoanhm:arnse_ﬁuw &ggﬁs.niﬂhﬂal cessful bid o..nnw.-wﬂ-e-. EMEB.
Egnm CE g acres wetlands — %gg —S&QE —uﬂﬂm—- n t
aaié_w%tea%%s?ﬁu E«Lﬁmﬁ:ﬁ»ﬁq the 8,500-foot run- = b of geeral evitens kel and on as presdeat and CEO of the
Moreover, 1t plays mto the hands of those who say the tax way They submtted i8 landings g«%nﬁ?ﬁ—%?« Telecommunications and Internet Asso-
- - —a
and threatened layofs are a scam. v what they called ex E;E%ﬁrw make a whit d dif: iation — a trade group representing
What benefits ify the costs? One of the pert testimony that BN  [crence to Alaska passengers, ane way of  cellular providers
E%Bvd_wpn BD..EEW.M the work would cause : ut stay tuned AS SEATTLE'S gloomy days of
members, Fay Von Gemmingen, is leaving office mn-Apnl be- great damage to BUT THERE are some clouds.on gntor get 1n, the economy looks

cause she has served three terms and cannot run agan plants and cnitters

the waterfront The Seattle S;
. .BNE».&:—.E %B—.—.ﬂg The E-

IT SHOULD be noted that two of the members, Drck otmrorpe, quoling $464,000 1 the red That comes an top L9% Grat et the newest luxury ho-
Traun and Allen Tesche, laudably are paying therown way | otherwise The up of a previous deficit from the 200102}, 00 s fimy woeks ago — perhaps the
except for the $400 registration fee The average costs for shot a rulmg by 10DIN égﬁ?ﬂwsmrﬂezﬂg- firgt tume mnce tta openung three years
ﬁgcssial&e&mﬁaﬁmru.&%ﬂm&»ﬁﬁ {udge Barbara Hothstemn that it waan't to the ears for concert patrons Ths sea. ‘0 And the Faunuont Four Sensons —

Gemmingen — 15 expected to ut $2,400, sa; - Job to e squabbles between sa- 1o b Aot 16 201 8 1o lhm an mreae . the Four Seasons lympic un
sembly Budget Director Elvi Gray-~Jackson. v eatita All she had to do was docide Sy et s 21 8 mullon, an increame ownersup changed bands ths summer

Is t that will solve the fiscal problems for | Whe e corps’ decision was arbr- the red ink, officals are optumustic, — 18 completing the transttion
wﬂﬂgwﬁw%ﬁo%iﬁw% trary or capncious It was not, she held E&gﬁw.ﬁeuﬂ?“aigg gg%iw_i_w
Hardly It’s peanuts But leadership must start at the top if MEANWHILE, because of delays drew more than 325,000 people, and EEE.MF taong
officaals expect aty residents to bite the bullet. caused by environmental objections and n&-&ﬂ??ﬁglzﬁaﬁ.

Y lawsuits, the expected cost of the new tra's 100th seasan — are up and TO THE NORTH, things are
au offor adoptng  ne o blre ey s o mogpaary | v gonred o 1 bl e dova And s e S booming o Everett A s o i

t overJan 1— Vi
flab 18 trummed, and paying for three Assembly members to _.S&uﬂuwwmm ?M-E@..hewnsﬁ.ﬁ Paul Meecham, now the general manag- opened after being under construction
g0 on a trp at our expense 1s unnecessary runway 18 supposed to be finished 1n er of the New York Phulharmonuc. for 17 1/2 months It offers a 14,000-
Each member 15 paid $1,900 a month, or 2008 It will be paralle! to Sea-Tac's two = MEANWHILE, NOT MANY Square-foot convention center, a commu-
800 a year M«S an_.Bgm.nhan $2,100 monthly, or existing runways hercabouts are with new census ity ice rink, a giant ballroom, and

25,200 annually Additonally, each of them receives ALSO ON THE g scene, King  Feports that say 1,100 people are moving  toeping s tha sprend over tw aty

,000 a year to spend pretty much as they see it Many County and the Port of Seattle are i to Washington etate from Califbrua ev- revenues and & b percent admissions
members use the money to hire assistants. Gray-Jackson H—ﬂﬂﬁgg_yﬁgg ﬂwgﬁwﬁ&&%ﬂ% tax an events will repay the costs. Its a
“«Pﬂs awwﬁﬂwh_s has a $40,000 travel budget — cut ﬂﬁe_?:sﬁae Hoeing Freld, asevery. were flocking in at about 2,600 a manth. b1g ._H._..W mﬂmﬁ,ﬁﬁw& usually

flying to and from Alaska knows, 15 SPORTS FANS were dsappanted Plyssecond fiddlotoSeattle.

If the Assembly hopes to persuade voters they should al- an aurport of some uence a that the Seattle Manners failed to make _ Wiliam J. Tobin Is an editor of The An-
swgegﬁgnﬂmsaﬁmwdﬂag nﬁ&“a.?_. of miles north of Sea-Tac It handles alot the baseball playoffs for the d 90 Times.
posed hydrant tax, having the aty lay out a single dime for a -

Bﬂaﬁgswsﬁwg . The Anchorage Times The Voice of the Times does not represant the
these Assembly folks could do at this pomnt would Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ]. TOBIN, 264-8183 views of the Anchorage Daily News. It is published
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GIVE R HELPING HAND . . .

To Hilltop

‘ ) ‘ ITH WINTER apparently still some days away,

skiers and snowboarders are on hold awarting the
first heavy snowfall But in antiaipation of things to come, a
project 1s under way nght now to get ready for the season at

Hlltop, the sk area nght off Abbott Road

At hand 15 a party scheduled for Nov 13 at Hilltop's
Stevens Family Chalet The event 1s a fund-raiser, and make
no mistake — moriey 1s needed to help Hilltop recover from

a senes of tragic happenings
Thus past summer, three sepa-
rate vandalism and theft attacks
caused heavy damage to this in-
aty recreational gem Consider
The windows in the chalet were
Nest and sther outbilcznge o
est an er out| at
the top of the chair bft were de-
stroyed in other acts of vandal-
1sm To make matters worse,
Hlltop all-terrain vehicles and
snowmobiles were stolen

S
EEew is one of

the city’s treasures,

an in-town ski area
that has been a
winter attraction
for more than 20

years,

Affordable access in Southeast needed

By LEW M. WILLIAMS, JR

Gov Frank Murkowsk: supports
road access to Juneau He 1s so serous
about roads into Southeast Alaska to

shorten ?..W runs, that he has appont-
ed former State Sen Robin .-.uwﬂwus
push that

Taylor, a Wrangell attorney, 1s a
_En_bm_u nent of a road up Brad-
moEwnn.vo_"ﬂooninnnwo:nnn

1ta purchase in 1867 It was never offi-
aally named the capital but it was
where the governor and other federal of-

The vandals and thieves have not been caught, more’s the

pity

But volunteers, axded by Boy Scouts, students from the

King Career Center and donations from local busmesses,

have begun the job of putting Hulltop back 1n shape for the

season yet to come

THAT’S WHERE the Nov 13 party comes n Food and
beverages wili be offered, a.d tackets are priced at only $20
There will be an auction — and Hulltop volunteers are ask-
ing the community to contribute items for auchon m ad-

vance of the fund-raiser

Hlltop, which was the snowboard venue for the 2001
Winter Special Olympics, 1s aperated completely without caty

or state tax revenues Its activities and maintenance costs

come from those skiers and snowboarders who use the
slopes and its trple-chaur ht, and from revenues derved

from rentals of the Stevens Famly Chalet

Contributions to Hilltop, a non-profit orgamzation, are tax

deductihle

Tickets for the fund-raiser can be purchased by calhng

346-1446, and that’s the same number to be used by those

who have auction items to offer

Hulltop 15 one of the city’s treasures, an n-town sla
area that has been a winter attraction for more than 20

years

Given a bit of snow and cold weather, and some dollars

from generous and eager skers and their famulies, 1t will be

ajewel of a place agan this season

Mark down the date And y'all come
D ——————————————
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high-speed ferries will reverse that
trend 18 questionable Shart-run fermes
are more affordable but fernes of any
kind cost money That cost hurts
Juneau, Haines, Skagway and other
Southeast towns

16,000 1n 2002 What should scare
that the Juneau bo mn that
same tme frame were down

18
Poor Haines It wooed and lost be-
fore After O“._ﬁ authonzed co
“r£ har nn..m.%—om_i.n 8?2515.53
s preposterous “If we must have n ts newspaper,
a new capital building let us build it m  Press, cam, that Haines, on the
oo the central part of the Buld it protected Inmde Passage, was a better
o in Valdez a point Bcn_mcmﬂﬁ:p termunal for the railroad than Cor-
R from all parts of the temtory " dova, Valdez or Seward The editor of
: i The memonal was unammously ap- the Press, H P Birlanhine, envismoned
8- e:E.ES:&E:u%E.EEﬂd— the railroad going, not only to Farbanks
wlding (the state Capitol) until 1930 but on to Nome He that hus
Sitka continued, but infrequently, mak- when Juneau Fn&o&w vamcﬂng newspaper would become as large as
government rent, quit oppesing the pro-  the New York World
In 1900, Congress passed legst Ject for fear of a capital move Preaident Woodrow Wilson, however, .
increasing the number of federal judges The debate now 13 whether a ferry selected Seward for the railroad. Haines
n Alaska and to ensble incor- system provides sufficient access to lost Burlunbine suspended the Press
commumnities Included m the ::aw.._._m_...nv.i__&.anna»n_u-ﬁma& wumﬂauo_upnawunuhr:m&m_ﬂy
ﬂﬂgsﬁsﬁwﬁg “The seat Current figures suppart a sys- Haines survivi prospered,
government shall remam at Sitka un- tem for Southeast. That includes a road again with pl ofarocadb
tl suitable buildings shall be obtaned by to Juneau, also better roads and short- Juneau an d Skagway, boosted by a
purchase or otherwise at Juneau ” run ferry access to Green’s Creek and Lig_mgamgmr.
The court and the marshal's Hoonah from Juneau, a road from Kake agway and Haines
QER—EEE-M“EE& to where the ac- to Petersburg and the Bradfield Road However, 1f no road 18 built to
tion was — Juneau. The governar's office Merchants in Hames and Skagway, Juneau, and other roads 1n So theast
d at Sitka the g feanng loss of b to Juneau via and elsewhere wn the state are complet-
was a Sitka businessman He was re- road, and some Juneau environmental- ed, Juneau Hames and Skagway will
placed n 1906 by a Juneau businessman 1sts, are fighting any read Fortunately, become as 1solated as Sitka was from
who found switable office space n Juneau. the state administration and a large seg: the man routes of commerce i 1898
Sitka died econonucally for 30 years ment of the Juneau community favar the ‘The trend 1s there
over the locatzon of Alaska’s road Figures on the Department of
capital 15 a8 aold as avil gov mn Transg Web mite show that ferry Lew Willlams Jr. Is a retired pubiisher of
Alaska. Most of the arguments for mov- traffic has dropped dramatically be- the Ketchikan Dally News. His e-mall Is
wg the camtal are over accessibility Re- tween 1992 and 2002 Whether new att.net
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PETE DU PONT BUYS INTO . . .

False claims bt

The roots of the present controversy

O NE OF the problems advocates for an Alaska gas ghout shallow gas lie squarely i Alas-
pipeline are encountenng 1s the number of entics who hood compact of 1958 The compact
are spreading incorrect information. gave Alaska the night to select

The latest 1s Pete du Pont, former governor of Delaware 103,500,000 acres of public domain The =
and now policy chairman of the National Center for Policy e ] e u:rﬂwnﬂwﬂswwﬁ%sﬁ_m =
Analysis Du Pont has bought into the false notion that deemed necessary so the new state | ¥

building the pipeline along the northern route under the could, as far ..Bn_vq be gelf-
Beaufort Sea would be cheper than a route through Alaska | g = *Po=bie be selfsupport
and down the Alaska Highway . —nﬂmusnnn%wﬁ.bh:u:hr&. the | %
He argued that case in an article Monday in The Wash- un”ﬁﬁihﬂuﬁ!?&%ﬁ
mngton Times, a conservative hewspaper that usually gets nich Swanson Ruver ol field i 1957 con.
things nght Du Pont claimed in a guest article 1n the news- firmed the arguments of Alaskans who
paper that a pipeline under the Beaufort Sea wauld cost $78 | . had sought a generous land grant,

bullion versus $14 6 bitlion for the southern route, a differ- In preluminary debates on statehood, |

ence of $6 8 bilhon Alaskans had argued for the pnvate |§
His numbers are just not accurate The actual costs of wnersh _..sw.o :eum_.uns S”a.a

building the line along the two routes — as projected by 1n- - p&?n..&n..n__i?ﬁeg

dustry — are not publicly available But a $100 milhon t inssted that the subsurface belong to

study funded by the North Slope producers of the various the state Further, Congress left no easy

options showed that both pipelines would cost about the way to alienate the subsurface from

same

THE BEAUFORT Sea route offshore of the Arctac Na- amon on state ownership of the subsur- commun

Subsurface resources benefit all

may be found in the shallow deposits
te ownership that are currently being evaluated

Zmﬁ_wmm.o%wahnaﬁwhnﬁs. The state land selection has not been  bly 1llegal if local controls are so ntru-
hood, it 1s t to

argue with thede- random Lands have been chosen for sive that they deny the state’s nght to
sul

on, for trans - the subsurface resources
tional Wildhfe Refuge would be somewhat shorter than face Alaskans now prusper because tion, nannm.c-nﬂwm—uw:lgn and u_wmuﬂp_w. BuBaa? are legitimate ophons for huntt-
the southern route, but the subsea hne would present en- early state admunistrations did their face resources The state has also set future conflicts between surface and

gneering and environmental challenges with related costs homework and selected land with valu- aside conservation ands of about 10

vings nger able subsurface estate selections, mmllion acres where subsurface develop-  surface land dis The potential sub-
“ﬂﬁﬁhﬁ“ﬁﬂﬂﬂ.ﬂ»&ghﬁnsgwﬂ- w&—ﬂa;ﬂ”ﬂw@. mwnmw..ﬂuhanw% BBFEE&.%;&&MBEQM_BE%% surface values of lands considered for dis-
ditional gas discoveries made increased throughput poss1- WRSP William Egan's - ders The realty, e, 1 that m ! Al be by the Dep

of Alaska's hard-dollar wealth wall con- ment of Natural Resources, and in most

ble Erﬁ?mﬂu_uggr& tinue to come from the state-owned sub-  instances surface interest, be retamed on
Given the pohitical realities of laying a pipehne under the dentified most of Alaska's coal lands surface tracts deemed highly mineralized

sea 10e off ANWR, the prospect of followmng the northern %_saumu.&_wnwuu&nm}:. ; And valuable subsurface 15 a scarce rﬂfawﬂ.u.ﬂhﬂm n_.mmo_ena note

sho attar where a possible

that both CosonPhli and B g o he s ™ | Sumtua area and the Keaa: Peamaula. that all of Alsskals ecoromicaly Wable avbeucioms emooees oo v iens the

ps > m:ﬂ_ﬂawhhagng«%nﬂu subsurfice wall be found within an area  gurface owner that subsurface resources

North Slope producers, have publicly endorsed building adopted for areas dentified - of 10,000,000 acres or roughly 10 per- cou)d exyst that would have pronty for

south along the Alaska Highway E%Eﬁmgﬂ%g Eﬁnﬁaﬁ.ugggna@aﬁ development

The rest of Du Pont’s article on national energy policy appropnate uses consistent with man- popul vth that d In summary, local input must always

seemed to make perfect sense Among other things, he advo- nnﬂm“m._wﬁm—sﬂ R jmﬁng%@nﬂﬁvﬁ Eﬁzaggﬁzﬁcgg&c?

cated opening up exploration and development of ol and gas taonal ooal muning and ail and gas devel- opment Surface owners wish to pre- ment, but under the concept of owner-

prospects off the East and West Coasts of the Uruted States, opment. We now know that much of the ~serve their homes, views and therr indy. S3P developed 1n the Alaska Constitu-

1n the Rocky Mountains and the Gulf of Mexico natural gas 1n the Cook Inlet region 18 vidual nght to water . tion and law, local 1nput should not be
Du Pont noted that- “Unfo P ; of ultimately derived from coal Conven- m:»:_mw«aﬂ.?;wmgoagaw used to deny development of subsurface
rtunately, ‘green’ members whch belong to all Alaskans
the House, more concerned about keeping environmental tional patural gas probably can further to continue to prosper, they must also ™0Ur%e8
lobbyists happy than keeping the average American’s energy be developed 1n deeper parts of the Coock guze that ot reasonably ™ Chuck Hawley Is an Anchorage-based
Inlet geologic basin. Posmibly but not cer-  deny evaluation of a scarce resource consutting geologlat and long-tima leader
ﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁgﬁﬂﬂwﬁﬁ tamly commercial coal-based methane  that 18 owned by all Alaskans Efforts to in Alaska's mining
share oll and gas energy reserves ” The Anchorage Times
Its a shame that Du Pont’s otherwise thoughtful article Edftors YOM DRENNAN, 264-8191, PAVL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN J. TOBIN, 264-8193 =s¢§a>s.i§=aasea§_§§_u__a§t!
was spoiled by the misinformation about Alaska’s gas Assockete editor JAN SINGYKE, 264-8107 « PO ua_ﬁms.ag.ismue.i§.§_2 ﬁﬁﬁgshﬁ.ﬁﬂ,?&.
pipeline route options o emall.AnchTimes@afaska.net toria! voice of the former Anchorage Times
. .
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RLASKAR FACES HIGH RISK FROM . . .

Forest fires

NE MA.JOR source of fuel for the raging Cahforma
fires 1s pine and fir trees weakened by drought and

lalled by bark beetles

The problem in Califorrua 1s much bike that 1n Alaska
where bark beetles have lalled more than 3 million acres of
spruce trees and created vast brown landscapes that could
easily erupt in dangerous wildfire

Many of the dead trees in Southern California are on
state and pnivate lands Programs were in the works to re-
move them and reduce the fire danger, but the approach was
mnadequate to the problem

In Alaska, most of the devastated trees are on federal
lands, much of 1t managed by the US Forest Service The
agency would hke to reduce the fire risk, but environmental
groups adamantly argue against removing the trees, caling
1t a back-door approach to logging and road-bwlding

All of that 1s interesting, but doing nothing, it would
seem to us, 1s a front door approach to disaster Fires burn-
ing 1n beetle-lalled areas bur hotter and faster because of
the increased fuel loads on the ground When there 18 a fire
in such an area, 1t clears the way for grass, which generally
1s dry 1n the spring fire season and can help start flash
fires

WHILE THE level of active infestation has dechined
statewide since the mid-"90s, the amount of damage 18
staggening Federal forest officials say the beetle-devastat-
ed acreage includes 85,000 acres in the mumicipahity of An-
chorage alone — 35,000 acres of that in the Anchorage
Bowl, where the biggest danger would seem to be on the
Hillside

‘There remains some 90 acres in the aty where the beetles
are still munchung away and there are achive infestations on
92,000 acres across the state Though the aty 1s actively
working to reduce the fire danger on the Hillside and 1n oth-
er areas, 1t may not be enough.

The environmentalists here so far have been successful in
blocking most efforts to remove the trees and reduce the fire
danger You have to wonder what they will be saying if the
unthinkable happens

Where hives and homes are 1n jeopardy there can be no ex-
cuse for failing to do what 18 necessary to reduce the danger
Removing the beetle-killed trees where possible 1s the best
option

Wildfires are a fact of lfe in Alaska In the last few years
weather conditions have reduced the frequency and nsk, but
such conditions are a temporary phenomenon and high fire
danger will certainly return once again.

Alaska has been lucky 1n avoiding many disastrous blazes
ke those 1n California. But our luck may not last forever

Aunt Adeline’s barriers were the norm
By ELISE PATKOTAM é:ﬁ u.n.-..)n:..... -

When my aunt contracted polio as a
chuld in the early years of the last centu-
s B paopio sy =
people wa ps was
over 50 years away So she grew u | WOULD
~Eﬁ!8§wm&a5nﬂs—m§ﬂ HAVE VOTED
didn't quite know what to do wath her,
the braces on her legs, or the hmits they
1mposed

We now hive 1n a country where every )
new public building automatically ac- |- .-.-ump.___m-mmw—_nnn.mwn.m
commodates handicap needs to

federal law mandating that 1t must If
there are stairs in the bulding, you'll
find a ramp or an elevator nearby

Public restrooms have stalls that al-
low wheelchair access and bars that al-
low the people to transfer themselves to
the toilet seat without nsking injury
Newer restrooms even have a

at w_woaﬂwdwwﬂ_%—ﬁu heelchaur-bound o o6 ghe needed to swing her braced  wedding by telling them to look for a

H& d T leg out behind her to get to the next storefront wath a lot of wheelchairs and

o JS&E@SE ¢ 1 step IfI was behund her, I'd get beaned gimps heading inside Her reception

m— M«pﬂ.. _uumun.ﬂ | T nb% rd no sympathy from anyone was n a storefront because it had no

mawb__ own.“ﬂ..mwo et because I was 1n the wrong place and  staws and both doors opened wide so the
I‘{ should have known it I knew that com- wheelchawrs could get in.

These things have | { & g down those staurs, I alsohad tobe in ~ It’s hike I saud, when you grow up with
become so much a [ERFa front because she had to sit and haul someone hke my aunt, you take
part of our lives that V& herself down on her butt they are for granted ?ﬁuu.n__sm -
we can quickly forget With the passing of the years, I lock d to know about her was that she loved
that it was not all that back now and wonder just how much us and she had a magic nng that could
long ago that none of

she was hiding under her sense of make candy appear m her bureau draw-
these amemibes exst- Patkotak ww_...MS-_ I know she was self- erwh we went for a isit.
ed for the handicapped In fact, times ahout the brace When my mother was I'm glad that there are laws now
have so changed that using the word still ahive and we were looking at pic- that require us all to make accommoda-
“handicapped” 15 now politacally incorrect.  tures of her and her sisters on the tons for people with different types of
Whale 'm all for people being called beach, I commented that Aunt Adeline w_.__.mwnwa R..._Bn_niuw__esﬂvﬂ.:w”
what they want Sﬂ.nn:an. I'm not didn't have any braces on her legs My one t to see a movie, usea
sure my aunt would have scored many mother told me that before she would Lc orgotoa with
with her favante term ?-Eum_w let anyone take a picture of her, she their dignity intact
he used the word “@mp ” As I grew made sure the brace was ludden I just wish 1t had happened sooner so
older and realzed that this word could  If she was weaning a dress, she stood  that my aunt could have enjoyed those
have a negative connotation, I often behind someone so only her head and benefits Not that she have ever
wondered 1if she didn't use it as a form of shoulders showed If she was 1n a complamed She was too ornery, inde-
self-protection Call yourself a name be- bathing suit, she took the brace off, ent and downright feisty to want
fore anyone else does herself up carefully next to her 2nyone to thmk she couldn’t do any-
When you are raised with someone gisters, had the picture taken and then thing she wanted N
lke my aunt in your Lfe, you grow up —Enﬁ-m-u_.moogeﬂs. But the truth 1s, she couldn’t Be-
%gnnﬁgg&ﬂﬁag “%o:mro iﬂhvé:bn. her parents Cause there were just too many barners
othing stands out as use would not give permission to marry Elise Patkotak, an Anchora: lance
for as long as you can remember, that's because they thought that she would writer and author of Parallel ﬁﬂcn..vn hu-

the way 1t was pass her anppled legs on to any children  morous look back at her 28 years m Bar-
I knew to automatically go ahead of she might have , 1n later life, she row, lives in Anchorage and owns Precious
my aunt when we were gang up staws  did marry, she directed everyone to the Cargo Ltd, a writi
The Anchorage Times The Vot o he imes s not reprsent e
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JURY MADE RICHT DECISIONIN . . .

Mielke case

> JURY deaded an Monday that the Rev Phullip Mielke
should not be held erimunally hable for the deaths of
two burglars who mvaded his Big Lake church last April

Its decision ends the criminal prosecution for Pastor
_,Emurm.v:n&mn_samgnrmgovégmsm:sg
Big Lake Communuty Chapel on Apnil 24 resulted in the end
of thewr own Lives, brought tragedy to their famihies and a
psychological burden to Maielke that he could carry for the
rest of hus hife

Prosecutors were nght to require Mielke to put his actions
that mght to legal tests and tnal by a jury of hus peers The
deasion by that jury seems equally nght
..M_Eacmr Maelke did sev-
eral things wrong that
mght, the _.Ew_wna forced  Prosecutors were right
the pastor to make what  to require Mielke to put
later proved tobe rus-  hjs actions that night to
takes through their own legal tests and trial bya
wnc,mﬂwm 4ald Al jury of his peers. The
StateTroopersthat 1o decision by that uﬁ«
hindsight he wished he seems .
had handled the mvaston Though Mielke did
oftus church differently ~ several things wrong
a>=hm wnmwga_ motses un- that .-_.n_ﬂ. the burglars
sude peiandsaw  forced the pastor to
the burglars'iding auto- 1oy what'Jater proved

to be mistakes through
_mﬂ_hn:ﬁﬁmﬁnﬁ&%h% their own actions.
outside

BUT HINDSIGHT allows for near-perfoct vision an
matters that seemed not so clear at the time Mielke armed
Eﬁa:ﬁizsgégnmsginﬁgs
a narrow and dark hallway

Muelke told the jury he thought the burglars were attack-
ng hum, he panicked and began shooting Chnstopher
Palmer, 31, died at the scene Franas Jones, 23, died hours
later at a friend's home Jones bled to death after he refused
Ségw?mumsgraﬁgmoﬁaga?ngrnuﬁéw
feared he would be arrested for his cnme

?ﬁmpasmigss_g&mdﬂnsﬁ&.
marning tragedy at Big Lake One obvious one 1s that police
should be called in such a situation and atizens should not
try to respond to invaders alone

Ancther 1s that burglary 1s a dangerous business and
those who engage 1 1t deserve the Lion's share of the blame
for any consequences
L "

THEY SAY YOU CAN BE TUAT YOU CAN BE A
; . 1L BE A MUSLIM ORK FOR
SUEFORT THs YeARs NoseL | A .Wamknnvzzwg LEADER ! WOMAN RIGKTS]
s/ \ -
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Close competition in Initiative Olympics

By GREGG D. RENKES argument * Our Constitution is the thwarted ® Certaficates will be fortheom-
Alaska Attorney General foundation of our country and many ing and I'm confident all wall be hning

I planned to gve the gold medal 1n  have died to defend it up to compete in the next event.
this year’s Inmtiatave O pics to lawyer, The editonal also claims that it 1s Asa general, I took an cath to
nunonty r 1mitiative spon- “undenuable” that I have some “political uphold the United States and Alaska
sor Enc terest” fg the d inouruu- constitutions So, when faced with the
Under the
too x mﬂ Croft, D-Anchorage, Political interest, but can't find 1t. language or 1gnoring it because of
ﬂnnbps_nu.nr.nsugﬁzsg A quuck read of the Alaska law reveals qrmS:B_nzbamnuer__nBEg
ment of Law from doing 1ts job of re- that temporary appomntments for Senate parent —.WEFSE_.FQ&».BQ&&B
ey e e E R aey B Ty ot

the way vacant US Senate seats are are N next sion new
filled Mm.E. review was completed 1n time a governor would be faced wath a SEcEEﬂM:Gwﬁmﬁ?..EREEEE—.
e

s u
But that was before the Anchorage term 1n 2006 Thus fact leaves me search- trary, my job 1s to uphold the constitu-
Daily News editonal “Inibiative thwart. g for any possible “politucal interest.® tions of Alaska and the United States as
ed " Its editor’s view 18 that following It also has to leave everyone wonder- they read That 18 what I have done i
and enforang the plan language of the g why Croft filed hus imtiatave late and - reviewing Croft’s imbiative
United States Canstatution 1 a “creative almost immediately made an 18sue out I welcome judicial review of tius m-
legal argument * He probably doesn't of expediting 1ts review In this year's portant question I have no stake n the
g?«d&.r&é.ﬂﬁﬁ!&% Initiative Olympucs, Croft 1s ing to  outcome of thus debate My only interest
of Allepance, esther have to settle for the silver al after 18 1n responsibly discharging my duties
For me, the language of our Constitu-  all The editor at the Anchorage Daily as attorney general And this, I am
ton 15 a lot mare than a “creative legal News takes the gold for “Imtiative proud tosay

The Anchorage Times The Voics of i Tims does ol represent the

Ediors TOM BRENNEN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN ]. TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Dally News. Rtis published

Associate editor JAN SINGYKE, 264-8107 « PO Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 » FAX 907-264-8104 undes an agreement to preserve the separate edi-
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. Easterbrook gaffe was overblown
Felon freebie |- 23€rorook g

After seeing the box office hut “Kull

3th CIRCUIT SHOULD BE OVERRULED ON . ..

HE 9th U.S, CIRCUIT Court of Appeals has de. Eacieybroci on epublic wrier Gre
clared unconstitutional a law requiring federal prison- would produce and promote 1t that he
ers and parolees to give blood samples for the FBI's DNA was moved to wnite a denunaation on
gg " :\ﬁ.—-uzs,! 0} snv—a
The 9th Circuit 1s the most Iiberal and frequently How can people i good conscience,
overturned federal appeals court 1n the country Let's he asked, traffic 1n such bloody and dis-

hope they are overturned 1n this case as well gusting movies for reasons of com-

7
The DNA database 15 used much like the FBI's finger. | mMerce .
print database, which has been used countless tumes to !»Wun.”ﬂ..ﬁmniﬂ he ,_M.MM.“_F Bprﬂuc.o.w

apprehend criminals DNA evidence 15 often left at particular “Disney’s CEO,

crime scenes and can be used to identify possible sus- ngzmormm— mﬁuﬁ.ﬂeﬁaﬁ? Ew. nrs_wo%

pects who were at the scene Miramax, Harvey Wenstein, 1s Jewish -
Apparently the 9th Circwt read tea leaves in a cup “Yes, there are plenty of Chnstian

used | by the US Supreme Court, It looked at a related and ather Hollywood executives who

Supreme Court case and decided that requunng the worship money abave all else

blood samples amounted to 1llegal invasion of privacy ﬁvﬁﬁﬁw%ﬁ&%ﬁ It 18 certainly true that a anti- grely bad It 15 good that people should

because the samples are taken without legal suspicion worsk all Semutic statement can be the slip that feel that there 18 public disapproval at-
that the convicts were involved 1n crimes other than the ww.!ﬂ ..%cEﬁ o u:bﬁ@.ﬂ?hnf:aﬂ_u% _...Mc.,_S_u :s....MM_. heart of a person s_ﬂ__w W.ﬂ_ﬂ._ \oany expressian _.ﬁw ...m:nw.nw.u_ﬁg
ones for which they were sent to prison violence”™ EEW_& careful in ut 1f 1t does not suppress lying

lus prejudices A person who has been feeling

In other words, the court wants the prisoners to com- Ouch Thus 18 clumsy and stupid — edges of bngotry

miut another erume before thexr DNA 15 taken, meaning what does Jewishness have to do with o :Enw”naﬁ% Emn..w_cm o E.H_S % i nﬂ:ﬁh?ﬁzwﬁ
that DNA evidence left at the new crime soene could not this movie? Moreaver, Easterbroolcs re- cxoss the linc ‘Then you have a dropped ega) message that prejudice 15 to be ag.
be tracked to them until they were identified by other sort to a n_mrwen Shyloclaan uS.MNQBE mask, and can farly attnbute Eum%o. companied by shame and opprobrium
means That would make the new crime a lot like the was somewhat shoclang, coming 2 lence You cannot legislate feelings, but you

extra golf stroke called a mulligan, a free one u:ﬁhrc—__%ﬂznw nwnum*_ﬂaﬂﬁrnvonas..— vl . Fat Buchanan, for example, has can certainly create social norms that

fied He has been called an anty Semate called Capitol Hill “Israebi-occupied ter- make &M&._m who have such feelings

IF THE 9TH Circuit’s decision 1s upheld — which g ory " He declared that the only people  know that they should pot
hopefully 1s unlikely — 1t would ::aahssm laws uﬁﬂ%hw..wwwﬂwgpﬂ“ S .M.:hm_w wwho were in favor of the _wmn_ Persan  Nonetheless, the idea of destroying
many states requinng such samples The rules vary brook's remarks roflogt either absolute n::éw_a ﬁaus..zag gwamre. Umn_n CE.MM Somenne’s reputauon and career over a
from state to state, but Alaska requires that DNA sam- 1gnorance or total bigotry * He has been m_nqsw.mmmm 0 used the case ¢ ofa m_h_:& Wﬁﬁw%gﬁﬁg 18 not just ndicu-
ples be taken from those convicted of violent felonies fired from hus job at ESPN train i aDC tunnel to dispute the fact And hugely beside the pont The

We agree absolutely that gove t must protect What 13 grang on here? Jews ure be-  that Jows wore at Treblinka — i

gre: y government must p; Ge S b world 15 expenencing the wurst resur.
and observe the privacy of all Americans But the one 1ng attacked 1n Germany Syn =2 after aiting “Holocaust Survivor Syn. gence of anti-Semutism 1n 50 years Its
are bewng torchod in France Around the drome mnvolving “group fantasies of b d

great exception should be convieted felons Though aivil world, Jews — such as Damel Pear - and heroes " If such mamn 18 the and
hiberties activists would disagree, our feeling 1s that are hunted and lalled as Jows ﬂ“ﬁﬁhﬁw Eastacbronk’s nz.?ds__a.h% delegiimization of Iarael, to the pont
once felons are convicted they should automatically for- The pnme muuster of Malaysua tells hen you mught have a case * that the dea of eradicating, indeed oblt
feit zwa:. ﬂ:cw%ﬁ.ﬁrw n..oﬁos .%_wmmmﬁﬂi_m MM% Em% an Islamic uzaﬂmﬂ that “1 .N ...:%5 But Easterbrook 1s no Pat Buct grating, the world's aﬂma.ﬁsns_.wws
samples shou routinely n and placed in the Mus} d d by a few 555980255&:53_58. a.n.ﬁ_ 5
FB's national database for use in criminal investiga- mullion Jews  We are up against 4 >5Ma 1S not an ounce of evidence of any- H_.“nﬂrwﬁ_vu:ﬁ uw.nuor_..w-h_ for the final
tions at all levels people who think ~ they have now Esm anu-S n Easterbroolc’s en- That’s ant-Sermtism

1t supposedly 1s a fundamental rule of law that the gamed contro] of the most voi.ml_: tire lfe Easterbrook has apologized Leave
Pors e o e aps st o matbr | oo W S B e o wrten o o S
guy’s nose In other words, you can swing your arms all h S ¢ [ hard] H Y - &
¥ou want as long as you don't whack somebody mmﬁs..msﬂ.ﬁs from the heads ofstate who do :.m,_@ nﬁﬂﬂ:ﬁ mrm. o .ﬂ” nationally syndicated cohamn for the W

And those who have proven they are willing to com- And amud all thus, the Anti-Defama- 1s free of prejudce ington Post. His column is distributed by

mit a felony have taken that step too far and should be tion League feels the necd to wax indig-  We have become touchy about ethnic the Washington Post Writers Group. ©
forever trackable through fingerpnint and DNA databas- nant over a few Lines on a Web log? slurs in recent years And that 18 not en-  Copyright 2003 The Weshington Post Co.
es Giving samples should be a basic condition under

which they are released from custody The ?gcﬂmmm Times The Vokcs ofthe Times does ot represert the
The 9th Circust Court will never see things this way, Edturs TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAVL JENKIRS, 264-8192, WILLIAN | TOBIV, 2648190 | e & uge Day News ftls

but there are more sensible heads in the judicial system Associatz edor JAR STHGYRE, 264-8107 « P 0 Box 100040, Anchocage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-264-8194 | under an apreement 1o presarve the separats edi-

Let’s hope they weigh in on this 1ssue soon © e-mail AnchTimes@alaska net torlal voice of the former Anchorage Times,
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PARTIAL BIRTH ABORTIONS TOEND . . .

It’s about time

RESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH 1s doing the nght
thing in signing legislation that would end the brutal,
wrﬁgemg Practice euphemistically known as “partaal birth”
ns

The Assoaation on?um:ggggnmé
and the Amencan Medical Assoaation do not support the
EEE&?&SEnEﬁEﬁ;E%&&E:ﬁ
majonty of respondents Legislation to ban the meraless
practice has been long overdue

Emﬁﬁ.méﬁgo:?gv.s_i:nﬁggm.
generally camed out in the second or third tnmester of a
pregnancy Seventeen Democrats joined 47 Republicans to
win passage The House approved the measure earher 281-
142

Such lemslation, spawned in 1995, has been to the White
House before, but then-President Bull Clinton twice vetoed
sunilar bills He argued the measures lacked a provision to
protect the health of the mother

Abortion nghts advocates, unsurpnsingly, have vowed to
Sue when the president signs the measure, daimung itis a

- first step in dismanthng the 1973 Supreme Court decision,

Roe vs Wade, that legalized abortion. The new legislation

- oorrects faults found by the U S Supreme Court in a sumular

2000 Nebraska law

WHILE WE understand the adamant resolve of some to
retain women's abortion nghts, and recognuze that there 15 a
fear of those nghts being swept away a piece at a time, 1t 15
duficult to grasp any defense of lalhing late-term babies in
such a hideous manner Surely, even the most ardent, pas-
sionate defense of a nght must not 1gnore humanty

With all the information now avaiable about partial birth
abortions, information that seemungly has shot holes 1n most
of 1ts proponents arguments, its defense has fallen on 1n-
creasingly deaf ears — in Congress and across the land. De-
nES-BEvga.gS%ggnngE.
deed thousands of such procedures annually Despite 1ts sup-
. porters’ assertions to the contrary, they are carmed out on

rm&nr%gsg?iaig

wgsgmomui_ﬁpnﬁmcgoogi_:ﬂfm
n:nig_oﬁﬁ:oncggimﬁvsgggwgv
tions, and 1t 1s unclear what the effects of outlawing the
abortions will mean in the fight over women’s nghts to con-
trol their bodies

lgmiaanwvgsgm_ﬁnﬁgns_.:nsg%

public opiuon

No excuses for academic failures

By WALTER L WILLIAMS
Excellent schools deliver a clear mes-
o o

tely and so forth
Mﬁncm part of .:.m _prescnption qo_..
ending ty d

in Abigail and Stephen Thernstrom's
new book, "No Excuses Closing the
Racial Gap 1n Learning” (Simon &
Schuster, 2003)

It's no secret that, as the Themstroms  |¢
pont out, the education achieved by [P

o has made 1t only through the teachers and students You tell me How
eighth " much money does 1t take for teachers to

Ame hustary it's § At the other end of the NAEP aca- assaign k, and for and

57 percent Below .,

denuc scale, Proficient and Advanced, teachers see to 1t that it gets done?

cal
wnw_mﬁ.,._.ﬁ_ gory nearly half of all whutes and 40 percent  How much maney doss 1t tats to see
ment of Education, of Asians score 1n those categories in to it that lods get a good mght's sleep,
Progress (NAEP) reading, compured ta less than s fifth of come to school on time, don't fight 1
es for students u blacks In science and math, 3 percent of school,and respect authonty? If these

.._M_nw students display more than a _zwnc no-brauner things aren't accomplished,
tial mastery, 1n contrast to seven to there's no amount of money that's going
partial mastery ms times as many white and Asians to make much of a difference
knowledge and skalls The dismal performance of black .

§E for proficent work at ther tydents translates mie ot least two 44
As dismal as these figures are, for .t ,
black students 1t 18 magmitudes worse more than a handful of black students part of Emw. eﬁﬁh:ﬂn%h—hhhﬂnﬂ
According to NAEP findings, only in  are to attend the nation's most Prestt-  yncanng teachers are also a part of
wnng are less than 40 percent of b) grous universibes Second, if one hasn't the Ea_uﬂn_
En.—..r na_...x.._N ME%:E Wwwﬂui Basic .wm mastered hugh unr.an“.e.dén_n:__u. high-. The NAEP findings dearly pamt to
math, it's percent, science aying careers such as engineerin, A
Blacks completing high school Lt ey tochaology oy ne fault that hes solely at the foet of the
perform a little worse than white hermetically sealed for Life

blame poor parenting and rowdy

BY 4T education nwgemwvn.ﬂ..., — that's the

f After
eghth.graders in both reading and U S These outcomes are not preor- WG 0 for school
r.usn.ﬂwu.& a lot worse in math and ge- dawed, and the solution 1s 5%32.@ w:.._m:.p _.“hw.:u toc m»r,_m.r that
ogra, maney, a8 the educationists would have he's mastered a 12th-grad level of edu-

. The Thernstroms report, "In math

us believe Were that the case, academuc
and geography, indeed, they know no act Id

't be a problem In 3uon, when m fact he hasn't mastered

more than whutes n the seventh grade " the last two decades, ed lexpen- 8 or exghth-grade level?

che, T ampl e o e hav douied, et acadenic er- Goorge Maton Unerser st or e ac ot
, empl rmance at Fairfax, Va His

black high school graduate (or the col- The route to gn excel I8 distributed by o-onu.” Syndi-

The Anchorage Times The Ve o e Times does ot reprsent

Editors OB BRENNAN, 264-8191. PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLLAM | TOBIN, 264-8133 vews o e Anchorage Day News s publshed

Associate edtor JAN SINGYE, 264-8107 » P Q' Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX' 907.264.8194 under an agreement to preson the sepaats oc.
¢ emad AnchTimes@alaska net torkal voice of the former Anchorage Timas

R

devastating consequences First, glanng  and lawless students for educationa)
racial double st are needed if d
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DAMN E COSTS . .. : ocxne . . o
Brad Phillips sails slowly into retirement
niorce sa ma% By WILLIAM J TOBIN erng o 8 G e A e
AFTER 45 YEARS of crmsin g <~ from the start, Waﬁﬂﬁ Docame &
wHJEH COST IN bves, suffering, property damage and %% mﬂhﬂ!ﬂ.ﬂ”ﬂ%ﬂﬂ duction of the Klondike n.uﬂ..ﬂu. ashp
sunple angwsh from traffic accidents In Anchorage 1s his business You know it as the 26 bult to Mr___ﬁn specifications by
sumply ncalculable . Glacer Cruise — a magnificent journey W"_nn_.aﬁnw—._du: p t Builders Em_m_ao.m
The hfe of a 13-year-old girl 18 priceless, yet one died re- aboard the Klondike Express, a high- Wilham Sound 1?5. uncn——n_ﬁ_a. and
cently while crossing a street gﬁgi&ryvcnwﬂg ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁggg g?wé&ﬂrg
EB?EE?«.:EPE:SQ%E?S&EF@% er each day during the summer to any passenger who gets sea-sick He's
the drwver of the car that struck her . tounst seasan an 4 1/2-hour tnps mare never had to make a refind
than 135 mules Pnince Wiliam
4mnmrm§==n=ummamn|§nw&v.§=gnvmnrm_b2 Sound and mto the far reaches of Gol.
lﬁgssmﬁwgegngoﬁugg lege Fyord, to Harvard Glacier and then
year there are fatalities from collsions, from single-vehicle into Barry Arm and Harnman Fyord on
mishaps in town and on the highways out of Anchorage the tnp home Passengers get up close . Lo
Dauly there are non-fatal collisions all over town — some and personal with glaciers, sea otters,
more serous than others, some that cause grave wnjunes but porpotses, an occasional humpback or a
no fatalities, some that leave cars and trucks wrecked but gnoﬂw__n_norw.wn n_vhﬂw_%. N—M_ﬂ_m_._n“ = o L
The actual comt s senashed automobules and trucks roskenis that leave astonished vistors et he ones g & eny figure 11 s on  Wenasday phore Lot 28
3 in awe Alaska pohitical affairs Among other the City by the w
must run into the hundreds of thousands of dollars every thungs, he wag a Requtl ddate (P 0 the City by the Bay early
year — if not, in fact, every month Any single acaident : * “It went under the

with even moderate damage to one or more of the vehicles and Tour ® ol von. R i for hieutenant governar on a ticket head-  Goldert Grate Bridge at 42 knots,”

involved represents a huge loss Replaced a fender lately? tan

. - or the
How about a front end — or maybe a rear axle and two aqunrmﬂn.ﬂhamnho % Statehouse in 1958 Two years later he Klondike wall be E&mwﬁ!:&. the wm-
side panels? during tourist sea- was elected to the state Senate, and g, providing ferry service between

oﬁvoﬂam%ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ%&&_pgsﬁﬁgsav.assaml b 4y
thefime to espond to munor fender-benders But the fact1s | St unider the owner- 1SRRI

zsngmégioﬂmawusnsgzammSS_ﬁm. In hus own nght, he's [
and their insurance companies, a lot of money — not to men- a veteran of serving [

a
ean_ﬁnggmnﬁ;&rgsé?&swﬁgmg blic through %mw.n:g. for 28 Glacer Tours “Thus was our best
made "____no%.”_am ﬂm:huw: Tobin nﬁﬁﬁ e:mﬁ.no_. ﬂa%...b ohn Wnn.....wm gﬁﬂugggﬁg
From this comes a few thoughts %sm.sss aumﬂnahn Hotel, gg@sommcﬂsaqchﬂ..hm ouo:_wuwn..wee:_a. %hwgpgﬁ.gﬁwﬂohﬁg .
© The police need to increase, not lessen, their enforce- — Gnzzly’s Gifts, the Anchorage tween Whither and Valdez That came difficul
ment of traffic laws We need police who are actively and ag- and the Rumrunners Old Towne Bar to an abrupt end when the Good Frday ;- &vent in an all-cash deal — a t

thung for Phullips The decision came
E.Ewgsmngnrﬁairoﬂ:irﬂ_ﬁi_smi They're all withun steps of the Phillips earthquake struck in 1964, wipng out th reluctance, he notes, after hus
on aty streets, and those who recklessly weave n and out of o.:BEaEB.n:n_ES.&maﬁnana Valdez with a giant seisuc sea wave “T ﬂ.:.mwﬂnn_gnvoquﬂasg “I

wntersection of Fourth Avenue and E had a call from a friend who sad he saw dont what Tm to do to keep
traffic Street, and all close neighbors of Old the Gypsy head out to sea at the height Jmow gong

. Eoissaagmingwsgngsg City Hall of the wave,” Phullips says * Who would busY.” complams Phllips, who celebrat-
90 the actual property damage resulting from traffic aca- THE SALE, WHICH closed a have thought you'd nood earthquele e 1 his 78th brthday last Monday
dents The suspicion 1s that we all would be stunned at the week ago Thursday, marks the end of Surance cn a boat” ONE THING 15 sure Come next

magnutude of the loss — many times greater, we'd be willing an era in Alaska’s visitor industry Cap- _ AFTER THE LOSS of the Gypsy, Spring, he'll be back aboard the

to bet, than the suze of the budget gap the Assembly 15 trying tiin Brad has been more than a pioneer Brad and s wife, Helen, hus partner Klondike Express — under contract to

to close with a new tax increase 1 devel coastal cruises in Alaska through all these adventures, got back Bob Newman to act as the offical on-

.dsai%sgwsgﬁsﬁggsﬂgg&. EHB.P &Es;&s:w_»i._g on :.@:.e.wm:::_ ,_%.ws Glacier E:ﬂuﬂiﬁhﬂmﬂgﬂ
business, Wwas a visionary -taker Queen,a t-to-order operat- getting popping some

ucatian program — in our schools and throughout the com- Who sauled a lot of heavy seas All told, ed under the banger of 1olorrt the world’s most glonous scenery, while

munty — on the need to bring safety back to our streets he owned a succession uwmﬁ slups over Glacier Crinses In 1985 and 1986 nding the fastest, smoothest-running
Thus aity 15 infested with bad dnvers, with careless drivers, the before finally smoothuing out tred their hand with summer nsﬁm cuseshipinAlaskawaters
§=;=§a§<§u_m§§n=.ns—§_s_5?§ all .ﬁnﬂnﬁu with the 342-passenger on the Yukon River — but m 1987 they ~ Wiilam J Tabin Is an editor of The Anchor- i
n%ugzﬁmwﬁgo%gﬁgﬁgo Klondike Express annr—mwmrirwm were back in Prince Wilham Sound, age Times.
“Damn the torpedoes speed ahead ”
‘That made sense when Adm Farragut led hs flotalla into The gﬂ?@nﬂmﬂ Times
Alabama's Mobile Bay 1n August 1864 Edtors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL, JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAN ]. TOBIN, 264-8193 “_ﬁ“ﬂs =u ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁtﬂuﬁﬂﬁﬂi
wﬁ.ﬁngln:msmn:.&glmsgs Associats ecltor JAN SINGYXE, 264-8107 « P O’ Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-264-81%4 under an agreement to presarve the separais edi-
gg?@mwﬁ.&%gsoﬁgg * e-mall AnchTimes@afaska net tonial vorce of the former Anchorage Times.
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Afghanistan | RohRobertson might have been right

R :Hn—. “Bob” Robertson might have
been t
ORE THAN 800 soldiers from Fort Richardson are Robertson was the founder of one of
on their way to Afgharstan for a scheduled six-month Alaska’s oldest and most prestigious
deployment Theur nussion 1s to support Operation Enduring law firms, Robertson Monagle and East-
Freedom and the Global War on Terronsm m..:mn_— Zou_.m .ﬁﬁnc. and was a n%—nnus to
The use of capital letters in that descniption 18 not only n- t ..5_
tentional, 1t 1s mandatory Those are not pretentious words, aver the winter of 195556 He res

and the signatures i each district must

tion ended
three days before the convention e ntal ot looeq Cof

plucked from an ad-man'’s copy book. That 1s the offiaial title because he disagreed with some fea-

of the actvities in which U S troops are engaged in that tures and was reluctant to vote against in the last election.
harsh land P the nmw:_w_Mq oﬂ“ﬁ?ﬂg the ._..u-_lw mo_mognu_ A?Eaawnwx— area
conce secty continues to outpace Southeast and ru-
The assignment 1s dangerous The young men and tiat :M—_M.—r—a_ﬁ ::Ewﬂ” ral Alaska 1n population growth.

from Fort Rich, combined wnto Task Force 1-501st Parachute was too locsely wnitten Alaska's proce-

Wilhams reasons that Anchorage urban
Infantry Regiment, are going into harm's way They will be on dures for voter-mitiated law might not

' I8 residents could end up dictating law re-

the front line n the nation’s battle to preserve freedom and be as bad as California, where much of EE._._@EE_EE!
fight terrorism 1n a country that harbors Osama bin Laden its fiscal problems are blamed on muta- L= E-TE.&N..MB Activists are
and us tted - » who have war on the Unit- Wﬂﬂuﬁﬁ vnann._r_...“.mﬁw“m” some "IN your case, we havo na interest at alii” o=>=.n““.~..nnp_ move imtiative might ap-
ed States and every’Amenican, cvilian or soldier u .___ﬁ...“:mmhﬂswhuﬁp W%_MM_ w_u_ ues were granted by a Legsla pear ._n.ﬂ:, This ma_u"_..hnh.. uniwi...ﬁ 2
THERE ason for confidence - 5 N pi t &r P - shouldn't give our no Dl
1on, which E—mﬂnﬂ up EMB.rmm_m of this L—Mﬁwwew.hmmw:ﬂmﬂwhhﬁ tn House Bull 31 ._.-Ea A.ﬂ__awmﬂw r&.ﬂwg% operations ideas but we do advance it to support °,
tramned, 1ts soldiers ready for whatever contingency nts Meanwhile, fi vt not o shup business ) Willams' proposition to tighten up -,
y prese! ballot 1nitiativ Decriminalizing manjuana comes tative requirements .
itself Its ranks have been supplemented by other forces — with the required 1 back S»Fmguup—s_uu&monmsi Such tightening also 18 warranted by -:
artillery, engineers, air defense and maintenance units, plus sponsors, have b action ppr use  what 1s happeming in other states Six
* medical personnel certified by the L . nf!”ﬂﬁﬁ.ﬁ:g» m Gwmu.w_., ._&.mwsw_ W_u. E.E_ﬁ nationwrde companies now make
- tenant govern ; mary mn - a business of collecting signatures for -z
In Afghanistan they wall join the 1st Bngade, 10th Moun- Supparters are seek- O | perior Court judge has ruled that the 15 baliot proposrtians Fﬁnnﬁan
tamn Division — one of the Army’s most famous commands ing the 23,148 signa. sue can go back on the 2004 ballot. say paying for signatures 15 therr
They leave behund thexr families who wall endure the sep- tures of registered . LN Bear-baiting and exempting expense -
B e e | e e e L e toc Sotrovirsal acopt e o, 1ot compance collected
u: ‘n
loved ones t reburn ot this asmgnment, we are confident | 3004 bt Wilhams  among hunters and anumal nhts and  recens Caldormaa recl] Ons sompany
will have the support of the Army and the cvil - Certified are Campaign finance re- Ppeacea brags that in a year it has collected 26 *°
they ve ppol y an com: F Us 1
to help offset the te pans that th form, manyuana decnminalization, taxa-  Filling US Senate vacancies by elec signatures in 22 states between '
munty p e temporary come wil tion of crusse ships, Ea?v.ﬁ:ﬂ.—h.—ﬂg tion 18 a reaction to Gov Frank Massachusetis and California, “,
overseas mussions g and exempting Aluskans from regis- Murkowsks, a Republican, appointing ™y, roblem 15 that many of the mg- ™"

Our prayers are with our Alaska troops tering for Selective Service __.amw_.nrs_.morsmrmmmw-mmw- It15 o ture solirtars hured by the companies

We know they will perform well, as have all the other ac- A proposit quinng an el to by A g are otherwise unemployable and commut
tave duty, reserve and National Guard units that have been fill a vacant US Senate seat fell vicum Wﬁn@uﬂr&%ﬂmmﬂwﬁEﬁ fraud by copying a phone book or tomb-
deployed in this fight against terrorism H?Eﬁipagﬁgﬁﬁ e&mﬁdgigsme »repd stones The fraud 18 undiscovered untal

We look forward to their safe return home tzves melud .uﬂ_.mmo.._qu.m&mnRa tvole  Stevens humself was wEE.:S._._..m %g%nﬁn?unﬁsg

E“Eumpm_xﬂ.amsam_w_mm.hﬁsgr Gov Walter Hickel, a Republican, As for Bob Rot hus

m:”=m0 mu@@“u—@ wngs and dw 2 Pretecting the eam: De s %nm.sﬂmmﬂ..muk..mn&ow% was never accepted by the Canstitution-

Fund election and re-election — to Alaska’s 8] Convention A year after statehood he
AST JULY, a man entered a Missoun factory, lalled The campaign EEE._m reform - goed fortune u_n,_n_g:ﬁw, 18 on .__-".5 E&n.W. state
three people and wounded five others Then he commut- tiative would overturn the easing of ~ Supporters of each 1ssue have unul m
ted smade campaign rules by the Legslature The dJan 12 to qualify an 1ssue for the ballot USeum

. s tax on cruse shy, passenger, col the signatures of registered Lew Willlams Jr. Is a retired publisher of
?%ﬁ_bﬁnsmsw:waozsqm_&mg?ﬂiﬁg EE:“R@EE«“.E%E»SBW v&g to 10 percent of those vot- the xo.o__._sauo-..u --..i- zﬂ_w..sn__ is
BBR:..wwnwﬂ_ﬂuwSum:nm She said her son suffered “death by rate income tax that the cruse compa- 1ng i the last general election The aig- o att.net .
gunfire” at his workplace

That's like the supposedly mythical character who lalled The Anchorage Times 1 ,
hus parents and demanded clemency because he was an or- Editors ‘TOM BRENNAN, 264 8191, PAUL _u-!._”mm.aap WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8193 uukﬂ.ssm Hvﬁa-wﬂ.ﬂs Itis _.Hus._
phan Associate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 P 0 Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 93510 « FAX 907-264-8194 | ynder an agreement to preserve the separato et *

Where do these people come from? © email AnchTimes@atasia net tonal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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DEMOCRATS ATTACK . . .

Voting law

EMOCRATS SCURRYING to toss mud on the

Murkowsla name and to ng an eventual shot at Sen
Ted Stevens’ seat in the US Senate have pmned what
hopes they have on the imtiative process

They have come up with an sutiatave that would change a
law that calls for the governor to fill vacant Senate seats
The Dems want the seats filled by election.

Gething an imtiative on the ballot requires review by the
attorney general and certafication by the lieutenant governor
When that process did not move fast enough to swit them, pe-
tibon backers accused Gov Frank Murkowski’s administra-
t1on of conspinng to slow the process so that they could not
collect the needed signatures before a Jan 12 deadhine

At their behest, a judge ordered the certufication complet-
ed by Oct 27 The Department of Law recommended last
Tuesday against certification, saying a change of voting law
by imtiative would violate the 17th Amendment to the U S
Constitution Lt Gov Loren Leman denued certafication

As for any delays, the petition sponsors can blame them-
selves They turned in their wuvrmn_bb before H.,—\ cameras
on Aug 61n Anchorage instead of shipping it to Juneau
where 1t needed to go State records show 1t armived at the
heutenant governor's office in Juneau on Aug 11 and was
turned over to state lawyers the next day

THE DEMS yanked back their application after it was
pointed out that their petition failed to repeal the law they
were trying to replace Oops They resubmutted Sept 4 It
was forwarded to the attorney general’s office the next day

Attorney General Gregg Renkes in this case had to decide
several comphcated 1ssues, including whether voting laws
can be instituted by iitiative, and whether, by changing the
way vohng law 15 apphed, the matter must win U S Depart-
ment of Justice approval

Under the Voters Rights Act of 1965, Alaska 1s a “covered
Junsdiction” that must ask for “preclearance” from the U S
attorney general or the US Distnct Court for the Distnict of
Columbia before 1t can change its voting laws The aim 1s to
protect minonties

Such reviews take tme But did Renkes take too long, as
the Democrats claamed? Hardly An opinion on a property
tax relief initiative in 1998 took 168 days A famuly land enti-
tlement wutiative took 125 days, another aumed at protecting
the Permanent Fund dividend took 137 days

You also have to wonder why the sponsors waited so long
to make a fuss The law 1n question has been on the books
since 2002 Why wait?

It 1s obvious Politacs Their agenda 1s to do whatever they
can to hurt the governor and Sen. Lisa Murkowski 1n an ef:
fort to help their present and future candidates for the U S
Senate — even if it includes donming tinfoil caps and yelling
“conspiracy, conspiracy”

What's next?

Cuts threaten safety o

‘The recently proposed budget cuts to -
the Anchorage Fire Department are
sumply unacceptable

Although our city faces a sigmfi-
cant fiscal cnsis, 1t 18 not acceptable to
attempt to alleviate this gap by
threatening the safety of the public
The vaenon cuts will affect fire sup-

an dieal

p! gency re-
sponse 1n every part of the municipah-
ty By having fewer personnel to re-
spond, the time 1t 8 for fire and
emergency medical service units to
reach an emergency will ultimately
O Aa 8 taxpaying property owner would think that the current 235 parks
E.._w.mh g«.ﬂm:mimn it sumply n_._r..rh here in the Anchorage Bow! are suffi-
cepta or».o.. m_mn.bn.ﬂmnb_m to offer or nmﬂ.ncn“_.ﬂﬂw:ﬂouurn_n:nm the budget
support budget cuts that directly threat-

en the of myself, and quickly and painlessly? Quit building
my m._mnmhnmov.._u veelt, my family parks and start building homes

Mike Davidson Alex Gimarc
Girdwood Anchorage

No revenue from parks  Prajections are illusion

Letters to The Times

serve to balance the budget when the
Budget Reserve 18 dramned.

Brad Pierce
Alaska Office of the Governor

Library consequences

Your recent editonial on the layoffs at

the hibrary contains an erroneous as-
p b and tech-

nology The Internet and online services
have not caused a decrease i the need
for reference service

Indeed, reference questions at Lous-
sac and the branches are up 3 percent
so far this year That figure does not
even include when a hibranan helps a
patron use a computer for e-mal, type a
document, etc

Technology has increased use of all
hbrary services like a tide nsing all
ships The only thing decreasing 18 rev-
enue

While some of the layoffs at the h-
brary would have been nevitable be-
cause of the budget gap, the restructur-
ing going on right now 1s hasty and

I have to respond to an n
Oo" W:whnwnhpﬂwﬁm”nm_ﬂuu-.ﬂ“ your editonal about the Permanent
tax base,” highly instructive If you ”:E j:»%?”r<ﬂﬁ%§
simply take what the Assembly has 7 YOUr B»M—B-_..—Ev.wm. g :E-M_EWE._ e
proposed to lock up 1n new parks since vF-.H..EEo_. ribyts ) .__Sa
May 2000 and do the math, we are 2€CeP! such a change since dividen

elimnating nearly $20 mutlion of po- nm_”n._u_._nw..ii._n otherwise be larger in the

tential property tax revenues in the T
future — more than enough to make his 1s a common misperception

up for any budget deficit today or ;n that sumply 180t true It imphes that

the future the status quo with respect to the Per-

If you divide 750 acres into 7,500 .u:.“.... Fund 18 fus ble

square foot lots (about six per acre) and The fact 15 that without using some
lots, you create a lot of new places to M“wﬂﬂﬁ%h»ﬁ%oﬁ:ﬂpnﬁsﬁmwm_ﬁm
Ive You also add a lot to the property ey Regorve will be dramed within
tax rolls three to four years, which will require
At the current valuations, those new the lature to go to the Permanent
homes will bnng in around $19,300,000 Fund Earmings Reserve to balance the
”-_ new property En—.mB Qonw.%aﬂ for as  budget
ong as there are houses If you use a Even 1if you raise taxes, there 1s no
quarter of the land for roads and ease- place else to go Any use of Permanent
ments, you stll bnng in nearly $15 ml- earmungs will reduce the dividend
lLion 1n new revenues Dividend projections under the sta-
Parks cost money, and the economucs tus more than a few years out are
of talang land off the table is never dis- an 1llusion and should be adjusted for
cussed when new ones are proposed I money coming out of the Earnings Re-

‘These cavalier acions wall have long
term unintended consequences

Mike Robinsan, Libranan

Anchorage

Letters. ;3

« - We encourage our readers to write':
lstters to the edrtor to express their .
viewsonvariousissues | ol
Letters for publication’ must?éon- ;
tam the wnter's name, addresa’bhd -
telephone number They should be 0o,
longer than 250 words, but short is
better and even shorter isbest. -, .}
We reserve the nght to edit them’|
.

. T
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SIMPLY PUT, THIS IS JUST . . .

Too funny

HIS JUST IN from our “Ya Gotta Be Kiddin’ Depart-
ment” — Assemblyman Doug Van Etten 1s scheduled to
speak to a roomful of Democrats about “Campaign Ethics
and Reality”
Honest We're not making this up
The assemblyman wall be speaking before the Bartlett Po-
Litacal Forum at the Royal Fork eatery at noon. It said so in
the newspaper’s “Community Datebook” yesterday
You may remember that Mr Van Etten failed to fill out
- hus conflict-of-interest forms for a three-year penod and did
not fill out his campaign finance disclosure forms correctly in
either of lus Assembly election campaigns That violates
state election law
The Alaska Pubhe Offices Commussion nghtly took of-
fense but, although 1t could have hammered hum with
$122,000 1n fines, let hum shde with a $11,000 slap on the
wnst Based on the blatant violations found by the APOC,
the aty ethics panel found that he had violated the munia-
pal ethics code, but recommended no further purushment
So this 18 a guy who can lecture on ethics over lunch?
What's next? Bill Chinton speaking on mantal fidelity?
The good news 1s that Mr Van Etten will be addressing a
fnendly crowd

Animal rights

ezm;gnﬁgﬁvgv_mwagﬁsﬁs This
tume they attempted to rescue 10,000 mink from a farm
in Washungton state But their efforts, while temporanly suc-
ceasful, are gettang a lot of the amumals lalled.

The Amumatl Laberation Front claimed responsibility for
the hare-brained rescue attempt The FBI is investigating
but no arrests have been reported yet

About 9,000 of the freed mink were recaptured and re-
turned to the Roesler Brothers Fur Farm in Sultan, Wash.
But the would-be rescuers made 1t all but impossible to keep
the amumals from kulling each other off

Normally, only siblings are caged together And since farm
workers have no way to determine whach of the recaptured
munk are related, many of the returned mink are necessanly
caged with non-relatives

The problem 1s that mink are vicious canmbals While
they don' eat their brothers and sisters, they go after unre-
lated cage-mates with a vengeance The casualties are
mounting

And the vicams include more than just the mink. Days af-
ter the amumal nghts rad, the freed amumals were starving
They attacked exotic birds, a flock of chickens and even a
Labrador retnever

The fact that the people laimed noble intentions doesn’t
help the dead animals or their owners

If the end is near, have a Pop-Tart

By ELISE PATKOTAK

According to Newsweek Magazine
(Oct. 13), in the face of natural disaster
Amencans steck up on battenies, water
nd Pop-Tarts Yes, Pop-Tarts A
i_s_uwmw» club back east noticed a 20
percent jump in sales of Pop-Tarts nght
before a humcane The theory for the | °
Jump 15 that they are cheap, stay fresh
up to a year and are tasty even when
uan.__.r 1

e government apparently ap-
gﬁam.pr.ugcumh@np:ﬁnﬂ.
emment requrement to have “hugh en-
ergy, /comfort foods”™ d in _
case a hurncane 1s about to blow you to
Ki or a nuclear bomb 15 th
g to rearrange your landscape

But, lest we think Eﬂ_ncﬁ.ﬂﬁu:—
has giwven us carte blanche to en-
Joy ourselves in what mught be the last ’ e R
moments of our lives, nutntionists have 1 thg on end, trust me when I tell you 50 you shake off whatever may be both-

I want all the comfort foods I can get. enng you and get on with it. So my aunt
A Give me Pop-Tarts and Twinkiesand did But 1n a rare ::an..ngi.

Rl HoHo's and Tasty Kakes Give me pas- she did not use

tas and breads, and sodas full of sugar My mom’s family would only have
Give me chocolate and pizza and throw healthy food 1n thewr nﬂgaﬁ
i a few Mickey D's Because should I And as soon as the mushroom cloud
would be up and out of the

Alihoush the tutn- not survive, I sure as heck don't want sipated,

my last meal to be one that was for shelter and wondenng why everyone
tion community con- | me I find myself wondenng if that nu- else wasn't getting back to work too
cedes that you could ki tntionst 15 a long-lost relative from my My aunt 18 tunung 80 soon and her

survive for months on .

Pop-Tarts and water, Patkotak
you mught (gasp' hor-

ror!) gain weight Jan Hangen, a nutn-

mother’s side of the famly would lads are planung a party for her If the
understand and approve of what she past s a clue to the future, the party wall
was saying ﬁsn onﬂnunnnaw_n o_.SBm!rWM:.anEn
ans si n one room af
tionust at Boston’s Chuldren’s Hospital, 15 ﬁ.—.—“ﬁnﬂ“@nﬂ”ﬂ“ﬂhﬁﬁ_—ﬁn each other because no one can hear any-
ted as r ding dned frut, msnirm_.aw_uwn_m I never met her More, while all their kuids st in the
nuts and lean beef jerky nstead Everyone called her Mama Nina She1s ktchen and swear they will never get *
OK, s0 let me see if I've got this not only not n the few extant hkethat. R
straight Fm in a situation where Imught  pictures we have of her, she 1s positively ~But I fear my cousins and I have an
aither die or have to survive some emer- scowling When I pounted this out to ane  UPIull battle againat the genes weve m-
gency condition for months only to final-  of my uncles, he told me that back then H:EIEE%:SE%EE
ly encounter a nuclear winter And there people had nothing to smile about That BMn.._._m_.ww aﬁw Pop-Tarts Enrﬁ_mbn—
are actually people out there who want about sums up the darker side of my ¢ Q@.BE» ..so:E:d:ﬂa&nW
me to worry about whether I will emerge  mother's famuly psyche ian_;uuﬂuﬁn”:sn what's
meﬁﬁnpmﬂﬁhﬁﬁcﬂﬂwﬂaﬁum%ﬁ . E?ﬂﬁ%giﬂ iwﬁnrﬁoa ﬂwﬂﬂ::«ﬁr—?n.pﬂ
ntact, peop! want me my feel one get out
st ko o o bt b, Bt by o 77 T e
Je! t and nuts e upn with an won a
good of my cholesterol levels shurt He informed her he needed lus | Flise Patkotak, an Anchorags free.
Excuse me, but are these people shurt ironed 50 he could go to wark. ron._"o. a :E:ﬂh._u look back Qﬂﬂ m
crazy? If I am ever in a situation where He wasn't trying to be mean In his years in Barrow, lives in Anchora
I need to hunker down and survive some  world, the greatest motivator of all 1s and owns Precious Cargo Ltd, a writ-
natural or man-made catastrophe for that there 15 a job that needs to be done In@/graphics company.
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TO HANK ROSENTHAL, WE FONDLY .- .

Say goodbye

HIH IS WIT WAS charmung, hus love of the outdoors was
total, hus Texas accent was infectious, his knowledge of
public 1ssues was broad, and hus persuasiveness was difficult
to offset when he spoke 1n favor of a particular cause In
short, Hank Rosenthal was an 1deal representative of those
irorwr%EgoEgnlgmggglangw
natural resources

ImWop?umuw.._SwmnEE‘BB:ﬁrﬁmmgnﬁ
top of the world — asthe pr man assigned by Humble Oil to
sail with the tanker Manhattan in 1969 to determune
whether the state’s vast North Slope ol niches could be
maved to market by an ocean route eastward across Canada

The answer was “no,” but the Manhattan’s tnpwasa
grand adventure — and Rosenthal loved it, and the people
he met here When Humble Onl became Exxon, hus Alaska
years were extended — with a shight corporate detour to
Flonida, before he returned in 1975 to work with Alaska
Northwest Publishing Co In 1980, he joined ARCOasa
public affawrs official and lobbyist — an 11-year career
marked with distinction

A New Jersey native who grew up in Galveston, Rosenthal
and hus wife, former Anchorage Assemblywoman Heather
EVSPEPER_S?mAEBmBQR.vaAENEBn&..Em
years there

His bfe ended tragically a week ago Tuesday in Prague,
capital aty of the Czech Republic, where he and his wife were
on a European holiday Rosenthal was fatally injured when
struck by a van that jumped the curb as he walked along a
aty street He was 72 And he was one of the Good Guys

A national mission

HV RESIDENT GEORGE Bush, appeanng with Gov-
elect Amold Schwarzenegger in California, delivered yet
another stumng speech that dearly identafied our great na-
tonal misston 1n a troubled world "Tbo bad the gaggle of
Democratic presidential candidates 1gnore what he says

At the nation’s penl, however, they continue to dismuss
out of hand one of the president’s recurming statements —
one he repented agan i hus remarks at San Bernardino, his
g stop before leaving on a six-country tnp to Asia and Aus-

a

TheUS, he said, must — the emphasis cannot be too
strongly stressed — develop its ol and gas resources 1n an
effort to become less dependent on foreign energy imports

.?wnmmmnsrw:usmﬂﬁgmz::w. the discovery of new
petroleum sources in Alaska

The Democrats, indebted to environmental campaign dol-
lars, turn deaf ears to the president’s message

Too bad for the country

Too bad for Alaska

Graduated licenses would save teens

By JOAN DIAMOND

In early October, two vehicles, both .‘ﬂaﬂ.\
carrying young people, collided at
Northern Lights and Minnesota Since
no one died, the incident would have
gone unnoticed had 1t not involved the
son of Paul Jenkins, an editor of The
Vorce of the Times He experienced ev-
ery parent’s nightmare because his son
was T-boned by a “young, dninlang, red
Light runner” who was celebrating her
21st birthday

His published remarks emphasized
relief that his son and the young man’s
fnends escaped severe iyunes, but he
vaiced outrage at the state’s mabihity to
w—dﬁ:» this o:BEw..__ rm—s:...m.. from

appening again and again | agree
i:w_ Mr Jenkuns that “too EnaﬂMu
die each and every year because of stu-
pidity on the nghway  However, there
15 more to the story

Young drivers crash more than other o
dnivers, espeaally those younger than
18, because they lack the judgment that other states and the District of lage”
comes with age and the sinil that comes Columbia, which have enacted graduat- towns to protect our children
with expenence If they also learn to ed systems, Alaska has a “margmal”  Last May, four Juneau teens were m-
drink 1n their early teens, without any rating by the Insurance Institute of Jured when the car they were nding 1n
accountabihty, then young people are Highway Safety for our abysmal system hut a guardrad after mudnight and fipped,

llllll
~~

208 g A Cnrrse o

more ltkely to become the drinking that lacks any design for g € in Ketchikan, a 15-year-old dnver and
dnver € drivers to obtain their mihial expenence passenger died when their compact car vi-
The whole dilemma demands more under lower nsk conditwons olently collded with a pckup truck wyur-

tme than this space allows, but it 1s In Alaska, with a six-month dnving ing four other teens and a young man_ In
waorth tallang about one part of the situ- period beginrung at 14 years, a teen- Anch \ge, an early ng crash n-
ation that can be fixed Best known as ager, at 16, can obtamn a permanent jured a 42-year-old driver when he was
the “graduated dnver's hense,” this sys-  driver'’s license with hitle or no expen-  ut head on Ly a 17-year-old gl drving a
tem 15 designed to delay full icensure so ence driving States such as North Car- puckup toward Eagle River an the wrong
that novice drivers can build expenence olina and Michigan, which have all side of the road This 1s not about ane
before they hut the roads unsupervised  three stages in place, have reduced town, ane village or one aty

It happens 1n three stages a muny- deaths from car crashes nvolving teen Legslation, House Bill 213, “An Act re-
mum supervised learner’s period, an drivers from 20 percent to 34 percent I lating to a provisional driver’s lcense "
intermediate License (after the drving was reminded that this data also in- sits in the House Transportation Com-
test 18 passed) that limits unsuper- clude adults who survive collisions muttee waiting for Alaska’s parents to
vised drving in high nisk situations, with teen-agers, not just teens hurting 4 "It we want our teen-agers to grow
e, mght dnving and hmiting teen- teens up safer, they need our help
age passengers, and a full privilege  Many parents in these states realized We can work towards a uated
dnver’s license available after comple- that their kids were not ready to make o oo hicensing system by our
tion of the first two stages spht-second decisions in emergency situ- leguslators know that we are concerned

Beginners must remain 1n each of ations without nsking serous damage o104 our kids' welfare We must let
the first two stages for set mimimum to their bodies and property Even more them know 1t 15 about saving Lives
time periods This system can be es- important, they realized that therr own We must de them that 1t 1 the
tabhshed if parents are willing to get efforts to stage drving privileges were tthg todo

Ived E_.mMmm sl P undermined when other parents re- Nght thing

Alaskan legislators expect very lttle fused to set the same hmats Joan Diamond has worked n Public
from young people before they hand  The obituaries and 0ews reports re- Heaith for 23 years She and her husband
them a license to drive Compared to 38 mund us why we need to “act as a vil- are rasing two teen-agers
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TONICHT IS THE NIGHT FOR . . .

Tax talk

H—.; YOU HAVE an opinion on whether the city should
levy a special fire hydrant tax, torught 1s your mght to
sound off

The Anchorage Assembly last week introduced an ordi-
nance that would put such a tax on a Nov 25 speaal election
ballot and scheduled a public heaning on the proposal for
tomight We're betting 1ts members get more than an earful

At 1ssue 18 whether property taxpayers should pick upa

$2 9 mllion tab for maintaining the aty's fire hydrants, a
task that the fire department now pays the Anchorage Wa-
ter and Wastewater Utiity to do The deal was put together
decades ago when the AWWU was running in the red, offi-
cials say, and the money now 1s part of the utiity’s rate
structure Any change would require a complicated and
lengthy rate adjustment process at the state level

'The efficacy of one aty department being forced to pay an-
other 15 something that can be argued, but fire officials say 1f
they had the money now paid to AWWU, they would not
have to lay off 22 firefighters, cut 27 other posiions and re-
duce equpment

With the aty facing $33 mllion 1n red ink next year, May-
or Mark Begich tnmmed the fire department’s $54 mullion
budget request to $47 9 million. That would include the 1n-
creased costs of operating two new fire stations, a $2 mulhon
payment to the police and firefighters retirement and medi-
cal fund and $500,000 in debt service

Enter the tax proposal, sponsored by at least six members
of the Assembly

Many in the community remember Begich promising no
new taxes when he took office and believe that the hydrant
proposal 1s a scam, a way to end-run the tax cap that stnctly
restricts how much the aty can levy They believe using the
potential layoff of firefighters to push the tax 18 nothing
short of a local version of the Washington Menument ploy;
that there are pots of money here and there that could be
tapped to solve the department’s problem

Examples abound 1n recent aty history to support thewr
view “Miracle money” in the past has appeared suddenly
from leftovers in this account or that

For hus part, Begich, faang the first real pohitical test of
hus adminustration, has pledged to avoid using “one-time”
money to patch budget problems because 1t does nothing to
solve the same problem the next year He says it 1s time for
that practice to stop and that he supports the tax.

The question 1s this Can the Assembly and the mayor sell
wary taxpayers on the necessity of the tax and convince
them that there 13 no pot of gold tucked away 1n the bowels
of City Hall to fix the problem?

Torught 15 the might to let the Assembly know what you
think, whether you believe the story so far; whether you are
willing to take the first step away from the tax cap

Thus 18 no ume to be bashful
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" By CHARLES KRAUTHAMMER Pz

Maybe the best baseball week ever

Bill “Spaceman” Lee was a pretty pzZZ%
ﬂa _mﬁﬁ far the Boston Red Sox 17 |Rooes
1970s He 13 better known, however,
for the Delphic pronouncements that
earned him his nickname and that [\
“H-o him sound like Yog1 Berra on
It was therefore fiting that with the }
fighting ..m_..wn o e —E-_wowmnnmmn
r pennants — wi
last won the World Senes, Mark Twamn
was stil hiving; Boston last won 10 years
later, with Babe Ruth pitching — the
Spaceman should be asked for ﬂm&&n. /28
tions On Natzonal Public Radio, he took [/
paceman “Uranus 1s in an ]
.E%Eaﬂntgﬁinﬂmﬂ ==
position after a loop around the sun |
was in 1918 — the Sox’ last World Se- [,
Tes victory, beating (who else?) the F'g
W:uvu — “so the moons are posihioned £
t, you know, in — they're suspending
all weddings in India nght now 1n the
bl o b
way are going
You lmow, things are really agitated ”
G g, Vi I v om i
paceman oes that mean? It g bunch of n pinstny - which to my mund 13 the best of all
could be the end of the world If the Euﬂ.ﬂﬁ:ﬁsrﬁﬁﬁmﬂg ped paa ble icq_n..m»w<e: get your fight and no-
Cubs and the Red Sox ﬂp into [the The bottom Line here 15 that nobody body gets hurt
World Senes], there could be a gant, g1 was senously hurt Afterward, Zimmer 1t was the best of all posatble
ant hurncane sparted a Band-Aid on hus nose the sze  baseball weeks Could have been the
I've heard less plausible theones ofa 1ece of bow-tie pasta )
ch_”r.._n}mEi of the world and I hnoa we talk about the dechine of a-
paceman’s perspective,
ate hum approvingly because 1 think the we
craziness of the past week — from the tive Ty once went 12 rowsntothe a fan (a Chicago
Yankees-Red Sox Game 3 brawl to the stands to attack a heckler Juan out to take a foul pop away from
Cubs’ cosmic Game 6 meltdown — let  Manchal swatted r catcher John- Clucago outfielder — and on thus I ghall
many people addled M«ﬁgasm_.:ﬁ with a bat  brook no opposition — costing the Cubs
sui- infamous Yankees-Red Sox brawl their first pennant since 1945
over in the Amenican of 1976 left the Spaceman humselfsoin-  This 1s craziness Thus 15 karma Ths
yor of New York suggest- jured that he was never the same pitch- 1s as good as it gets o:EFE:E«n«rM
er but Amenca 1s ance again 1n
¥ . oﬁgn«uvﬁaggmnlg ﬂ.w_nﬂ_wnﬁg:?p_,ﬂ%_ﬁﬂ:—ﬂ
kee coach Don Zsmmer to the af- the Yankees' Kanm Garaa (I love that mvsﬁ_un”m:mqia.anvccons. n-
ter Zim um| usly rushed or as name The melting pot 1n two words) ous Coast League brawl, 0
Tom Boswell of The Post put it, “madea  with a high hard one and the umpire says that  baseball 13 dymg? That
full: beehine — at perhaps 1 mph™ comes runmung out waving his arms, was 1953
Charles Krauthammer writes a weekly,

B 470 Rep g |

122 - —§
—.u“.—ﬂ.ﬂm«—rmmm it, a splendid Ei.tﬂ
ere 1s my argument Wi
§5~g§5>mr!ﬁb= and al ing,
Qaeda bent on blowing us up here at 50

best we've ever had You got the Red

the Boston police responded by warnung both sides that there will be no
threatening to arrest Yankee pitcher more retahation Well, in the old .Fku. natonally syndicated column for the Wash-
Jeff Nelson for his role in the later when men were men, there were no du- ington Post Mis column is distributed by
bulipen fight, you knew 1t was tme for al warnings Before 1975, the retaliation ' Wocnington Past Writers Group. &
distance, for a bit of Spaceman-like would go on untl no one was left stand- ght 2003 The Wi Post Co.
equammuty ing The old Paafic Coast League once
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. IF THE RECALL PETITIONERS ASK . . .

Justsayno Liberals have mm_wna.ﬁ view of racism

Rush r“__.v-%m comment on ESPN

el E ’ quartel
O NE OF THE many problems with holding a bk Desiovan Metbb. s yopier,
statewide vote on whether to oust Gov Frank think he’s been that good from the get-

Murkowsla would be its almost certam 1mpact on future MM:rEr!runio(nr&sannrv
governors soaal concern in the NFL. The me-
First and foremost of the negatives 1s that state leaders in dia has been desurous that u black quar-

terback do well »
the years to come would be reluctant to make tough dea- ;
80 often the Kweisi Mfume, NAACP’s president,

hazed Lambaugh’ arks as by
deasions the state needs most m ugh's remarks as ngot-

ed, and raast Dy presi-
But 1f unpopular deaisions wall Now a small dential hopefuls chumed 1n with theiwr
send recall petitions flooding ~~ gTOW of activists cnticism, and Eagles’ owne: Jeffrey
nto the streets, future gover-  aye atening to w!ﬁmv_m!.__& Limbaugh's comments “de-

nors are far too hkely to be launch a rec
watching polls instead of doing campaign here
what's nght for the state i 1p aﬂ will
The wniters of Alaska’s con- op. ey
stitution decided that the gov-  DeMefit from the

Being 67 years old, I've pe ex-
perienced racist language as well as
raast acts, not only in my hometown of
Philadelphia but dunng my 1959 to

Carolins, Goonies, Royon and Cantor | *1 1212 YUNEVER TR FAUR EG05 AT ONCE, HAROLD._ THERE GOES THE

emor’s term should be four  tendency of many ma Td bike someari o tel me procisely NORTHEASTERN ROWER GRIDAGAN *
Y That allows the state's Hﬁe e to n—ﬂ-— 5 what 1t 13 that Linbaugh saud that can The message to other teams, not C | Charles B who said,
chuef executave to do what etition they are nghtfully be charac- id, h
seems nght with the knowl.  © ted ey o 2o st ; sgcassws_&%ﬁﬁﬁsﬂawg g 2 2002 Washungton, DC,
resented. .- coaches even thouy t have reparations g , 1 want to go up
edge that he or she must face P nn.w.mn M..wnr..ﬂenﬂ o no ntent whatsoever 1n r_ﬂ.—_mn them tothe closest E—:hk_mao: and say, ‘You
the voters after four years in of: baugh's statement That's a despicable practice that I can can't understand this, it's a black thing,
fice, not whenever any dissatisfied elements decide they opinton that can be | relate to and then slap hum, just for my mental
want a new election characterized as cor- While mterviewng for jobs early in  health.

my career as an assistant professor, Then there’s the hheral Califorma Lt

ALASKA NEEDS governors with real guts, people will- ﬂmﬂ%ﬂ..mﬂ—nn:onn R §| there weze at lcast two different uni- Gov Cruz Bustamante, who while giv-
ing to make unpopular decisions that will improve the state The true tragedy [ versity nterviews where I suspect ing a Rlack History Month speech used
and the hves of its people After malang such a decision, of the flap over there was no intention to hire me They n_”m!aa-:_ﬁe. He claimed 1t was a
each governor should have the balance of his or her term to baugh's 1emarks 15 ma.wsés._ss_,ﬁsﬂ_“ﬁz&si. Shp of the tangue and got off the hook,

that the decisions le are that 1t's reflective of ate 50 us affirmative ac- Sen former Klansman” Byrd
try to convince voters being an onguing process in our mcreasingly .._E__&_u.on.n.m_nﬂmn_s Iwassimplya used the term migger in a Fox News in-
nght for Alaska politacally correct world where people Pawn. a st Now my question to terview His Senate colleague Democrat

The classic example of a political leader who governed are lomng the freedam to say what they ﬁ_r Does Limbaugh's cnibiaism of the Emest :e___ﬂmn told reporters in De-
with hus eye on the polls, who pandered to the largest voting think lest they be subject to mtemda- .w; ¥ policy also make um a  cember 1993 that he attended interna-

was President Bill Cinton His 1dea of | tion, extortion other costs by our - 3

oo, et e e o ol by e ot s s e e o

on terronsts, for nstance, was a rocket attack on a desert well-established gnevance industry Liberals are selective 1n terms of .ﬁpﬁm—m ﬁ own 10 %—w e 58&

’ look On an earlier ESPN show, Lim- What they deem racist Take Dusty r than eating each other,

. tent and then malang hus tent blitz look Like an act of baugh eniticized the NFL's new hinng w»rm...cﬁ_._n.wn__-hmao:i manag- Just come up and get a good square meal
courage After his term ended came 9/11 and it then fell to rule that turns black prospective condty er, who said “Personally, I ke to play i Geneva

Chinton’s successor, President George W Bush, to do what es into diversity pawns Under the Wtheheat  Itseasier for me Itseass  Here's my challenge Ask bberals 1n

nceded to be done on the terrorist 1ssue NFL's “dwessity” program, the Detroit 1er for most Latn guys and easier for the media ,Sﬂ a.w@«__ﬂm. %_srma %?

Now a small group of activists are threatening to launcha | Lions were fined $200,000 for faling to g Morty “._m_mv_mo..nwwrmn .&%ﬂ .._.M......p_ g Ll the b ol the wﬂmsﬂ
recall campaign here, hoping they will benefit from the ten- [ ESZ.mN:E.“wn ._N— Mﬂ.%&ﬁﬁmnﬁ:ﬂw the heat than it i th the bghtslanned  of these clearly racist remarks
dency of many people to sign any petition they are present- rsE.E_.ﬁ__m__ pomted out that the reason  pevple, ight? You don't see brothers —aiior £ Wiiliams 7a 8 professor ot
ed. Ordinanly such an effort would be largely ignored by the no black coaches shuwed up for the in- runmng around burnt and stuff, run- George Mason University at Falrtax, Va His
news media, but coming nght after the successful recall and ESmiiuug__ma:.mzmaoiEE.. mng around with white stuff on their cotumn is by Ci Syndl-
special election 1n Cahformia, the Alaskan dissenters have dent Matt Millen was interested in ears and nose and stuff. cate Inc , 5777 W. Contury Bivd., Sulte 700,
received even national mention Manuca Then there was New York City LosAngeles, CA 80045, (310) 337-7003.

Such petitions would need 57,871 signatures to put the .
recall question to voters They are unhkely to get even a frac- The ?—n—sn.ﬂmm Times The Voice of the Times does not represent the

Eddors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKIXS, 264-8192, WILLIAN J. TOBIN, 264-8153 o te Anchorage pubisied
nﬂ«%nﬁﬁﬁdﬁwﬁﬂ:ﬁhﬂmﬁzﬁiﬁsggaq Associato oditor JAN SINGYE, 264-8107 » PO’ Box 100040, Anchorage, AX 99510 » FAX. 907-254-8194 ﬁssﬁsﬁagﬁﬁéﬁ.
your signal pi * emalAnchTimes@alaska net fonal vorce of the former Anchorage Times
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A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

MANY QUESTIONS NEED ANSWERS BEFORE . . .

Raising taxes

HE ASSEMBLY and Mayor Mark Begich have a
tough row to hoe 1n the coming weeks as they work to
persuade Anchorage voters to adopt a fire hydrant tax to re-
tamn 23 firefighters
The Assembly last week approved a ballot proposition for
a speaial election set for Nov 25 It would levy a tax on prop-
erty tax of about $1 08 a month per $100,000 of property val-
ue Officals estimate it would raise $2 9 nulhon 1n 2004
The fire department had asked for $54 nullion to operate
next year at the same level That figure included a $2 ml-. -
Lion payment to the police and firefighters retirement and

about $500,000 1n debt service Begach cut the amount to
$479 mullion

The fire department says that means layoffs, a loss of an-
other 27 positions and 22 firefighters now on duty being as-
signed to the new stations It says trucks and medic umts
wll be taken out of service, and there will not be much in the
way of backup

The department says it can make do 1f1t has $2 5 mlhon
more That 1s the amount 1t now must pay the Anchorage
Water and Wastewater Utlity to maintain fire hydrants
The deal was cobbled up 1n 1980, when AWWU was runnming
1n the red, officials say Now 1t 1s part of the utility’s state-
regulated rate structure and it apparently would be months
before the money could be pried loose from the utahity

ALTHOUGH MOST people probably would say they
want to see firefighters and their equipment stay on the job,
it may not be that simple There are going to be problems
seling the tax.

The skeptical will argue there 1s no emergency and that
the tax 13 simply an end run arcund the tax cap to avoid lay-
g off aty workers

Others will wonder why the aty — faang a $33 million
shortfall next year — cannot cut more How many pot holes
do we need to fill? How many flowers are necessary? Why do
we need all those aity workers?

Those with long memones might ask why the aty cannot
scrape up the $2 9 million needed by the fire department
without implementing a tax. It has happened before Funds
appeared, seemungly out of thin aur, to complete the Perform-
ing Arts Center Offiials later said the money was left over
n vanous muniapal accounts And when voters a few years
ago said “no” to a bond for police equipment, officials found
the money elsewhere

Cynics will argue that the tax 18 a scam, a first step in dis-
manthng the tax cap a piece at a ame

Begich and the Assembly have their work cut out for
them in fielding those questions, and others, 1n the coming
days How well they do wall go a long way toward determin-
wng whether voters will approve a new tax.

It wall not be easy But it can be done

Time for the fall chore with the clocks

BY WILLIAM J TOBIN at the Halton It will be the first for Hiz-
DON'T WANT TO get too far zoner Mark Begich and his Debo-

ahead of things, but this 1s a remunder rah Bonuto The ball has more
that we begin today our last week on than $600,000 to support local non-prof-
daylight ime By the ume you go to bed 1t and chanty or, tions Proceeds
Saturday night, you should have turmed this vear wall be among the An-
all the clocks in your house back an .—uro..wnw—_mgnmﬁ Or_”.hucﬂ.-—muSnEn
hour Your wnstwatch,too  And Hal- House, %—Bnﬁ:w: N Planned

loween, for ¢! out loud, is a week
irom Fnday .N_u_wm!& around here re-

IN OUR DEPT. of Things We'd Like
member summer? ?EEE%EGGZE—MDE%
restaurant on Spenard Roa -]

BEFORE WINTER rolls around, Chart R wn the old W

let's pause to hail Danny Coyle’s new
book, “Waking Samuel,” a first novel for
this prolific wnter whose essays and re- | .,
ports 1in Outside magazine have won
high praise He wall be on hand thus com-
ing Frday at Title Wave Books to pre-
sent a reading from ___________
this gnpping thnller ISR
pubhshed by Blooms- B

bury at $23 95 &

ward Hotel ~ KFQD Road, has
a little more connection to our past than
West Northern Laights Boulevard  the
International Airline Sla Races ~ Leg-
wslative sessions that last anly 60 days .
o WQ@ n.ua._..—_-.m—. elected at-large the
for $20, blackened prawns and chonzo ", NwARD & UPWARD: My

" for $23, and a melt-in-your-mouth filet
B o 2745 T o Wit G, S S e, e
£S Bl ter seven years of kitchen duty in Port- 1998 to January 2000, has & new Pen-

R land, Ore Earlier he was a chef at the tagon post. For the past couple of years

d duck Welling

Projects” O [ late Bnan Carr’s Mama Nicoo's and lat- been direct zuonal affairs
-__vuonp__.-mg v@u.oﬂmn_wmw By er at the 7 Glaciers at the Alyeska ..”—ap—-ﬁugam of the n_._...v. 'Undersecre-
four years ago and [ Prince Hotel At ﬁw.u. :—__mm _E...rnn .NNE.M the Air Force for International
was later made nto a i a good dnink, the wine list 15 exce — with time out for a six-manth

ent, and the service — by a lot of thase g5, ment earlier this year as com-
with faces famihar to the Anchorage mander of Joint Task Force-West,
restaurant scene — 1 first-class Southwest Asia Now back in Washing-

DID-YA-KNOW DEPT.: The ton, he has stepped up to be Asaistant

movie by Paramount

— one now playing Tobin

almost mghtly on cable TV Sporting
News called 1t the best book of the year

I UAA Aviation Technology Division op- Deputy Undersecretary of the Aiwr Force
Nnmmﬁ__mﬂ. th_uﬁuoﬂmw..—.phnonn ._.rom w..wuh” erates a sumulated air traffic control for International Affairs in Air Force
chorage Times & couple of decades ago 0" o511 1t8 classtooms at Mernll Fleld Headquarters ~ “International Af-

He now lives in Homer with hus wife,
Jenny, and therr four children, ranging
magefrom1l1/2to8

Or:uéEE_.HEEEE_.E.-EEm?EE_ nﬁo&.—von.
Hawau and the Pacific Northwest on  tag ‘43 resp r.w_._m"_g_h.hﬂ
the US Travel and Tounsm Promotion and integrating US Aur Force policy
Board, a 15-member Essm,wamu& t0 with regards to polico-military affaws,

AS WINTER BEGINS to set in, Commerce Secretary Don Evans Von gecunty assistance, technology and -
there’s like a hot toddy and a Imhof 15 president and CEO of Alyeska formation disclosure 1ssues, and attache
satisfying to warm the heart and Resort and the Alyeska Prince Hotel affawrs in support of US government
chase away the chills You'l find both at Gwen Brown, new chuef fi | officer gy "  Gration 18 a command pi-
Mick’s at the Inlet, the new upscale for the National Aeronautics and lot with a Purple Heart among his

S
Admimistration, 1s the daughter of m”.:m many decorations He
dra and Bill Sykes of Anchorage A 274 combat missions over
graduate of East High, she had been  gyNDAY PUNDAY: A lady

restaurant in the Inlet Towers at 1200 L
Street in the downtown area Executive
chef Mick Hug 1s winnuing huzzahs from

more than

patrons who are becoming regulars NASA's deputy chuef financial officer for  ,51eq 1nto Shen Crawford's beauty sa-
Breakfast, lunch and dunner are offered financial management  Gary Hoffis 4, on Seventh Avenue without an i
— and there are some stunning items the new Alaska state ) wn the “It’s an emergency,” she

on the menu 1in this place with a French, Aur Force Ass He'sa of ther “T Just apotted a gray

bistro feel The best tomato soup youve the AFA's Edward J Monaghan chap- 1.0 and] 3
ever tasted 1s $6 at lunch The wald tern Anchorage and I thought I'd dye
mushroom cheesecake appetizer at dn-  DATE BOOK: The 10th annual _, William J Tobin ts an editor of The An-
ner 18 an amazing bargam at $7 En- Mayor's Chanty Ball 15 scheduled Nov 1 Shorage Times.

The Anchorage Times

The Voice of the Times does not represent the

Edtors YOM BRENNAN, 264-6191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8152, WILLLAM § TOBIN, 254-813 | wews of the Anchorage Datly News RIs publshed
Associats edior J&N SINGYRE, 264-5107 + PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AKX 99510  FAX 907 264-104 _._R.Es.s__!sﬂnzosa separato edl-
o e-malAnchTimes@alaska net torial voice of the former Anchorage Times

M
iy
"
J
v
(%]

—_— - R — — - -

™



Anchorage Dally News Saturday October 18 2003_B.5

__E.:_,.__.u...._.n__ <°u..nm QM. ”Hﬁ.—.m .H.u..Emm WILLIAM ]. TOBIN

Semior editer
A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

.. -.g
Welcome a{raénm life like before e-mail?

Septentrion (scp TEN-tree on), noun

[ HERE WAS oo ertaunty back in 1966 tha the st Frome north rrom Latun septentrionalis
statewide convention of the Alaska Federation of Na- ones, ongwnally septem triones, the seven
taves would be a big success In truth, there were some fears stars of the Ursa Mayor, the
the gathering might end without much being accomphshed Great Bear, from septem (seven) and tn-
‘There should have been no worry Over the years, the an- %SW g&ﬁﬁt&ﬂnﬁw«ﬁwﬁ
nual meetings have been marked by achievements and by which ﬂ.ﬂﬁax& o
an increasing public awareness of the nchness of the Native north celestual pole These stars are more
cultures that are part of the fabric of Alaska There have commonly percewed as the Big Dipper

RLASKA’S BIGGEST CULTURAL GATHERING . ..

been occasional fireworks and a touch or two of controversy, I learned all that and much, much
but overall the conventions have earned hugh marks more about the ﬂmoa septentrion, which
The 38th renewal of thus October event opens in Anchor- a.EE“_:_r nra_._a_.ﬁ.% ﬂ_:.a rmman__o r:am.nﬁc_wu.. a_.m._.wh
age Monday, and the five-day convention wall bring to town e-mail that [ receive all day The lond of
more than 3,000 Natives from throughout Alaska. ﬁ%nﬁﬁ%ﬁé%% k
They wall Listen to discussions of major policy 1ssues facing at t must be rea a%a.L o ™
the state and Native groups They will participate in confer- &SSEuﬂ:ﬁhu,aE&_.u% et HEX, IN'THIS ECONOMK, A JOBS A JOB.
ences involving elders and young people They will entertam Reading b
each other with performances of traditional dances They 1 toak about 10 minutes That would be mu:&rbﬂﬂ&ap:ﬁ:g Or when my condo on the beach Since I never con-

10 minutes when [ wasn't wnting a col-  fniends 1n Barrow want to update meon vinced m own mother to do that, I had
will dine together and salute leaders and fhends singled out EESE«EEH&S—E the weather plate me E.E_EWEMSEE_—E_ But I needed to

for special awards and honors a famuly on my case These are all cnitical occurrences that  tell her my travel plans for going east,
They will, 1n short, attend to business — and along the load, producing a o I need to know about the nunute they and now seemed as good a tame as any
way have a good time 1n the big aty court report or taking s BB, | bappen ARer all, how would I'lnow 1 [ tned to get back as quickly as possi-
We extend to Jube Kitka, AFN president, and allhercon- | my dog for his daily |l | T e o New Jersey unless I read ble to firush this column but then my
constatutonal 2N ! lmow cousin e-mailed me about plans
vention planners a wish that this 2003 convention runs 2.8?:::. The NN as compiled by some expert on New Jer- ngnumg!%wgbunagﬂm
without a hutch most  fun way to y seyites and their pecubanties? was responding to that, my mece sent
And to convention delegates, we offer a welcome to An- waste time during AR How could I'know if I was a real Ital- Eo&wgﬁ of her new dog celebrating
chorage It wall be good to have you here the workday ever con 1an if [ didn't get the entena for beng s first burthday

one from an old neighborheod chum? T had just finished downloading them
And what land of an old fend would | when my other cousn omeslod: Ll

L] [ ] an
ﬂuw three martin: luach. I W be 1f I ignored this information and chose ]
O— °- b~m~.—ﬂm even have two omatl P atkotak be _Sm__mns et Ehn:n_.m me she'd just gotten her dog’s first re-
8a)

addresees just in case How rude of me To w%& the wﬁ_%ﬂ wﬂr_.hnm_n”« w_wm-hhn '
H.—cm.—.ggmmagﬁasnrﬁﬁ:v The offial one 15 out of commnusswon. I canry my Lap-  necd to make sure that I kept the List said he used his time well Which 1s
lackoff for the annual City of Laghts beautification and topwith _ Sorry, I had an email Thad  ahe by sending 1t to at least 50 peaple good for the dog because, as my opusin
morale-boosting campaign 18 Monday at 5 45 p m. 1n Town to answer ﬁu: friend sﬁﬁ M.H_M_n tn my address book Wark canuot possi- 5o wisely pounted out, ‘she wouldn't
uare Kngw compete with those responsib koow neffaen
Sa Park " xu.rmnﬁu 18 also the fact that e-mail gﬁ_o&S—_: N_Svﬂ_rwﬁ to MM._.M—.
City of Laghts 15 a 20-year-old program of the Anchorage Anyhow, as I was saying, I carry my  proves conclusively that there truly are nE&:ELFEcSw:mmm!nbnsa
Chamber of Commerce Each year as the days grow short, laptop with me at all imes when [ trav- only five degrees of separation in this back to m sister about her new
homes and businesses push back the darkness by stringing el'so I don't muss any messages They world Ifthat weren't so, how could Ire erator and o anl has emal at
tiny white hghts on trees, shrubs and buildings keep me up on unportant things in the ceive the same hst of sayings about wisma.mw?ﬁwﬁﬁcamg
Many neighborhoods have elaborate Lghting displays iifo of my forly e pelungs women from people | met in Barrow, o take unto account
that make sightseeing tours of the communty an enjoyable ﬁpﬁﬂn my sanwm_ %nszw.._.mu EW nﬂ.ﬂa&ﬂ&ﬁﬁaﬂmﬂn@nﬂ.ﬁﬂw— iomrrﬂwmaﬂ%_m_m.a we ever fill our
. way tospend an evenung Eﬁuﬂrﬁm:ﬂaﬁ m_“b Uﬁ num!e_.v with n Atlantic City Its just e Patkoiak o Arnchorage Fesiancs
traditional City of Laghts season — tte one big arc an
EAM.NSW@&SEE—MN%N|E“&E%”§%¢N“N mﬂ.:mSnwzﬁnanmumaiaﬁwOn Sorry Had to take that last e- writer and author of Parallel Logic, a hu-
reaches Nome di the Iditarod Race next March. when my sister has had a rough day mail It was an old neighborhood fiend morous fook back at her 28 years in Bar-
ome dunng and wants to tell me about some partic- loolang for advice on how to get her mom oW, lives in age and owns F
qﬁgthun:M,wSa%.sﬁgns&Es%zsﬁsm ularly difficult moment in the warld of to move out of hex house and 1nto a e €390 Ltd, @ writing/graphics company.
timers can turn ts uring y and n wee
hours when few people are awake to enjoy them. .Hrnkfunwcﬂﬂmn Times The Varce of the Times does nat regresent the
And for those needing help with decorating design, light- Edrtors 'YOR BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8133 views of the Anchorage Dally News 11 1s publshed
g consultants and hightscapers are available to put the Associate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 » FAX. 907-264-8184 under an agreement to presesve the separate edi-
professional touch on home and business displays * emall AnchTimesQ@ataska net tortal votce of the former Anchorage Times
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PREGNANT MINORS NEED LEGAL . . .

Evolution boosts dog’s brain cells
Safeguards A £ 3 DI

I have a theory about evolution 1
think dogs once had opposable thumhs

EASONABLE people at times must find themselves and could th (" ' 3 |
R i by B ot s mlen | 1 el v, B S o o
from this state’s judicary _an:-&p 9@%8:_._@385@._8»58%9 .
1

‘Take, for nstance, Monday’s 39-page deaision by Supenior
Court Judge Sen Tan strikang down as unconsttutional a
state statute requinng a pregnant minor to obtain the per-
nussion of a parent or judge before having an abortion The
Judge said the the Parental Consent Act fals to further com-
pelhing state interests “using the least restrictive means ”

Tan first ruled the law unconstitutional in 1998 after it

- My dog Jack has his own cookee jar
and has learned that if he ponts at it, [

VA AT WIE P 0 NN T AR
the
R R N TE TS T TAL N 4

ests for having the law — interests such as protecting chil-
dren from themselves and sexual abusers, and protecting
families — could trump a minor’s right to privacy under the
Alaska Constitution.

After an enidentiary hearing, he recognized that the state
had compelling interests in many areas, but found the law
question did not pass constitutional muster

The Alaska law mirrors what the U'S Supreme Court
says such laws must contain. It 1s nothing short of ludicrous
to assert that the pnvacy provision (Article I, Section 22) of
5@558:5?93‘59?553355:&%:%

between my blind and my two sons’ un- pressed agamst the glass in our dining
N tul one of us 1n and takes hum fora room door
walk through the

30 gest that he 15 brighter than the average for our breakfast and constitut nal,
._;nrr_.ss...i—:ﬁ.:mﬂnu:&sv_wg Jack ran to the door and pressed

pointed lately own nose agamnst the inside of the glass,
a

§
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:
]
;
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people to privacy 18 recognized and shall not be infringed, others were items I was happy to have than he and weighed or 50 more
was meant to trample parental nghts with minors it, but he prefers Brennan 8__&._85»55%, bear while walk ~§&EB§%EE~M
’ ‘e encountered the Wi walk- geﬁﬂn—-._bﬂ Eng.-ws— glass m
IF TAN'S DECISION stands, it wll be another blow MSFEN u..oh._”mnrw...u on dry land ﬁmo:wnﬂé_ road on the Kenai Penin-  the dining room, but the dog main-
agawnst the sanctity onn.m fanuly M.-uxn—. what vmmﬁc_nm.. rﬂuwlr.no .:E.n:m__w.o ...QE run i %En_ fields, .—.-EL_HN-MME rwumummuﬁsomv. - tamned m.ww_w. homumnp?ﬁ_nns and
Nﬁpgg wuongnnn:o: §5a:§..5==ﬁn una:v.owvan P w%.m_wa who numm _ﬂ.n_sn. M:m:___m._lhn mane flowing, and i_am my dog was pownting at lum, I sus- ally the moose walked away undis- -
could look out for her best nterests In fact, the only people The dog docan’ ke cold water r . Pecs, PORing 18 © P crbed, leaving Jack and I free to take
dog even The dog froze and our mommg walk.
she hikely would discuss 1t with would be those who are in ting in damp duck blinds, so he often calculated wes. big the bear was and  Then the other day I got home and
the abortion business stays at home while I go out in the ramn  how sharp 1ts teeth were found on the table a about the
It boggles the mind. Young teens, after all, cannot go on a ﬂ%@h&ﬂ??.ﬁ;ﬁm:g When | called hum, he turned away classes being offered through the An-
Emﬁng&mggpgﬁgﬁggg e b, ﬂﬁ.ﬂﬂuﬂ—urs":ﬂhc:ﬂ. H&EMEMM&%&EA.&&.?JJ chorage Communty Schools program.
aspinn from the school nurse Until they are 18, they cannot to nﬂﬂiuue__rugwrs Ewan o th Egv uﬂmﬁnﬂgﬂqshai> m __n_ an i Now I'm _._ahw‘ sure the dog can't read,
attend an R-rated movie without a parent or adult guardian, and freeze an pomnt out that a more Es.w_ﬁwn& t would w.ﬂ._...._-._au.s.o_..uﬂwe“ﬁ%ﬂ arve g a._wwm
for crymng out loud The ducks don't wait to see what the have run barlung after 9@”2. and a massage My wife AaE«MMnhoEw it,
Kids, nghtfully, have hittle to say about most aspects of rude pomnting 1s all about. but at least come running to me only when the bru- which narrows the suspects down to
therr lives because we, as parents and adults, are responsi- he _m._u me w:ai..__n.mz are there .:.H ﬁ.&& ticked off and following close be-
ble for gwding and educating them to matunty so they can way 1 can give them an appropna »  Evolution has not made age
Egggﬂwwf a —N.Eh?em&. shotgun salute as fy off to other  “That dog 15 going to die of old age,” nuus, but he's already u:ﬂﬁﬂo—.nnrnb
lowed to march 1nto a chuuc and have an abortion on her places, usually shaken but unharmed e sad some of the guys I went to hugh school
£ Tanks Go I've found that of I make Jack waitin I came to that conclusion myself one with.
own ruling stands Go figure a blind and sit on a wet log until a duck 85!555&:—5:58&5@5 —_—_—
It 13 likely this case again 1s headed to the state Supreme succumbs to my calling and flies into moose spent the night in an alcove of __ Yom Brennan s an editor of The An-

Court. Good. The current law certainly provides safeguards the decoys, he will sneak back and forth our rear deck, as he slept, his nose was Shorage Times.
for chuldren while at the same time allowing abortians wath- -
out parental consent if it comes to that. But gving a child The Anchorage Times

carte blanche to have an abortion on demand demeans us all Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM |. TOBIN, 264-8193 “Huﬂx hnaﬁﬁ..hﬂr_zsg 1t w!ﬂ.u!
Tan’s ruling reduces our society and our relationship to Associate ediior JAN SINGYKE. 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-264-8194 under an agresment to preserve the separate di-
our children by another notch * e-mai AnchTimes@alaska et torial voice of the former Anchorage Times

M
L)
i)
Il |
g}
L |
Ly
T
]
L
]



camimron - o - e - - o et im e [P

Anchorage Daily News Thursday, October 16, 2003 U.N

E....r“.__.w.._._.nz . <°m.ﬁm cﬁ- .—nﬁ‘ﬂm .Humamm WILLIAM ]. TOBIN

Sentor editer
A CONSERVATIVE VOICE FOR ALASKANS

NATIONWIDE GAS PRICES JUST KEEP . . .

— T g e

Alaska recall effort is unfounded

Going up prtd

R R R S W i

w_b—ww: nﬁmm seems to be hw.dwasn &
n wake of Cabforma'’s hustoric re-
ITH THE pnce of heating Lower 48 homes now - call of Gov Gray Davis Now 1t appears
about double what it was just a few years ago, you that it 1s the ambition of a dozen people
would think Congress would consider the Alaska gas rm_.Mu_E ﬁwpﬂ__..n to ﬁaa what hap-
line an urgent matte pened 1n formua by suggesting the
Eﬂ.; a_“. the Emaiﬂw& .w not obvious from here’ Far too recall of Alaska's governor To most
many members seem bent on kalling provisions in the ener- %ﬁ%ﬁuﬂﬂvﬁ%ﬁu iy
gy bull that would make the line possible The line would pro- cess to witness d P
vide a secure and continuing source of natural gas, which Soren Wuerth, an Anchorage actvist |~
could hold retail prices relatively steady with a long 1nvol t in the ative
Alaska’s delegation 1s trying to hold the feet of pipeline 1s0na to discred
foot-draggers to the fire, but whether they wall be successful m_,.._ -E.w_ e ﬁﬁﬁmﬂu Bs__sn the far-
19 not yet clear State law includes a tough but fawr
The Energy Department estimates that if this winter's set of tests necessary to J a recall
weather 1s severe, the average residential user will pay near- The cnitena necessary to an elect-
ly $1,000 to heat a home in the coming cold season, up from ed official in Alaska are lack of fitness,
about $800 last year wncompetence, neglect of duties or cor- | SRAAANG wrm 1ran voremn
Just a few years ago, the price of natural gas was around Eﬁ:n:..—.g M ) ,
urkowska’s ellmina- serve as an enticement to remain in  head off California’s catastrophuc finan-
Mmgﬁ%n:vﬁaﬁvmggﬁgﬂﬁugﬁﬁos tion of ty Bonus payments to se-  Alaska after retirement aal cnsis instead of what was pohtacal-
per year The lower price was painful for produc- mors and hus deaision to uvﬂ_w.:-. his  On a slow news day, a political ac- ly popular, he would have remained
ers whule the higher price 1s in their favor Consumers, of daughter Lisa Murkowsla to his vacat- tivist succeeded in caj headlines, r He was ulamately deemed to
course, liked the lower prices and will be complaining might- ed US Senate seat last year as two rea-  but it 1 obvious from s “leaked” be neglectful, irresponsible and unpop-
e gher ooes “Wuerth was duied 2 sayng. Ne-  caiogy b o rept Wirl oundan By ctrut, Gov Murkowee
Whether their congressional representatives understand oct of dutios 1 ort of what et afler ot as no rea’ ega y ran on,
and ts to hittl than an ef-
o noh bkl he ppeinowold b bl ioall | o duees s of wha wes s s maunte L bl more U2 o and wa iy e g

Amenicans Wauerth has chosen a couple of hot- 1stration, Alaska politics as usual Iis campaign to keep Alaska out of the
° button 13sues to capture the media’s at- Many valuable lessons can be taken poorhouse and avoid unduly sad
tention, but naither reason aited passes e rnia recall expenence, Alaskans and businesses
9 but neith ted from the Califo all worlang
:Em w m —m ”x muster as “neglect of duties” or even but Alaskans should consider a few um-  the cost of operating a government that
g%:ﬂ_ﬁgzﬁgﬂuc}msl portant distinctions before they put the had grown too large for the state’s dwin-
NOTE TO ALL the anti-fence folks out along the ...r.MmoﬁEan.u appointment of his state's future in jeopardy by consdering - ding oil money to support -
edge of Fort Richardson daughter may have raised some eye- such a drascstep The governor of Alaska has the will
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld let 1t be known this brows, but he didn't break any laws or _The mostly democratic archutects of gpg cq to do what he promsed
that he plans to 100 mal o rules 1n doing so, and Lisa Murkowska  Alaska's constitution left it to the Legis-  even though he 1s fully aware that
week P close more than tary bases — in- arguably was the person best quahfied lature to adopt far more stnngeat cnte-  ynth the resolve to reduce the size
cluding as many as ane-thurd of all the Army bases i the US to assume his vacated Senate seat na for the recall of an elected official ent and balance the collective

The new base closure ax will fall beginung 1n 2005 The Simularly, the governor’s plan to than California’s law requires Both mw::_ checking account would come
targets, says one senior defense offiaial, wall be bases that phase out the Longevity Bonus 15 with-  states have an p which nv..wE_q 5 lly polanzed resis-
have “one particular purpose, one particular unit, one partic- |  9ut auestion a very sensitive and contro &t _..ﬂo_.._ﬁp serves 08 an Eﬂuhr.—mnronw tance
ular mussion that could be accomplished somewhere else ” 1 ! it y L The Alaskans entrusted to lead therr

As we have suggested here on more than one occasion, any Mﬂh:..ﬂwm_.oﬁ_u bility to the state, Mﬂm_am_:u At _.mﬂ_.%.wm.a.ﬂnuﬁ.rwso process can ” ..mm .,..ﬂmm _.ﬂﬂwow_wm mﬁn—hﬂﬁ% v_wna!_w_h
move that would scem to impair the military’s opportumties tustory of the bunus 15 illustra-  paralyze government and, as was the oy e 2"t :._ﬂ brank of nssuﬁ. and
to traun at Fort Richardson could put the Alaska base in peril. tive of qMaM.E a well intentioned law awma n Mw_:.o.ﬁ_w. —Wn _~2& L0 oyoid making the same tragic, poltical-

- can stray 1ts ongnal intent widespread systemic chaos In some 3ok

.—wﬁaﬂﬂm_mmbqﬂw Wﬂnw%:uuau anﬂdiw_n._“_ .M. nm>=9_.. ce _.”_J_annsam_uﬁhﬁb w..w_m The —.b:nmsﬁq_w Bonus am was measure, grassroot p ly
ng ongmally intended to reward the pio- elected officials from executing the du- Reprinted with permission from the
grounds 1s not doing the rest of Anchorage a favor neers aver the age of 65 who had beenin  ties they were elected to uphold Juneau Empire ©Copyright 1987-2003

Don't underestimate the power of Rumsfeld Fort Rich Alaska for 30 or more for endur-  IfGov Davis had possessed the will Juneau Empire, Morris Digital Works &
narrowly escaped inclusion on the last Base Closure and Re- ing the hardshup of setthng Alaska, and and courage to do what was nght to MomsC

abignment hst in 1995

The speculative question remains Do you want the Army The gn’c—.wnm Times repressnt
and a fence, or no fence and no Army? Editors TOM BAENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-6193 g _.u ﬁﬁﬁﬂaa '™ Eﬂu&
It may not be that cut and dned, of course But should we Associta editor JAN SINGYKE 264-8107 « P O Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510  FAX 907-264-8194 | under an agreement tn preserve the separate edi-
be willing to gamble? © emai AnchTimes@alasia et toral vouce of the former Anchorage Times
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VAN ETTEN GETS OFF EASY ON . ..

Ethics lapses

HERE IS BAD news and good news if you are consid-
enng a run for municipal office in Anchorage

The bad news 18 you would have to work with an Assem-
bly majonty that regularly embarrasses itself The good
news 1s that, if your politics wander off to the left of center,
you can break the law with virtual impunty

Take Assemblyman Doug Van Etten, for instance He now
18 the poster boy for ignonng Alaska state election laws The
Alaska Public Offices Commussion found he failed to com-
plete conflict-of-interest statements over a three-year period
and did not file complete campaign finanaal disclosure
forms for hus 2000 and 2001 Assembly election campaigns

The state agency fined hum $11,000, even though the vio-
lations rated more than $122,000 1n levies

Then, there was a complaint to the aty Board of Ethics
about the violations The usual suspects, the left and its lap
dogs 1n the media, immediately harumphed that Van Etten
had been purushed enough, that the advisory board to the
Assembly should recommend he get a break.

The ethics panel met recently and its chaiwrman, Jim Ma-
ley, says it found Van Etten, indeed, ran afoul of the aty eth-
1c codes, “but found no enidence that he deliberately misled”
anyone The panel also acknowledged, Maley says, that Van
Etten commutted “comprehensive” APOC fouls

THE RESULT? The board recommended the Assembly
take no additional action Will the Assembly rear up and at
least slap Van Etten’s hands? It's about as hikely as Gray
Daws ever holding electave office again in Californua After
all, the Assembly majonity takes care of its own

What puzzles us 18 that Van Etten broke the law over a
peniod of years, and yet the ethics panel saw no evidence he
tried to muslead anyone In two election campaigns, he failled
to tell voters exactly who was giving hum money and how
much He did not fill out completely his conflict-of-interest
forms And there was no intent to deceive? -

‘Van Etten can read How can 1t be that he faled to fill out
all those forms without intending to muslead anyone? It begs
the imagination

Can you picture the hubbub if Van Etten’s pohitics were
nght of center? The outrage The wailing The pontaficating
The demands for his resignation A funous Assembly vohing
to toss the rascal out But have you heard a peep?

What the Assembly needs to do 1s sit down and deade
which laws can be broken by which members with absolute
impunuty, lkand of a get-out-of-jail-free card It wall save tame
and effort in the future We already know election laws and
the ethucs code do not mean much

What voters need to do at the first possible moment 1s
clean house

Duped by Sullivan Arena managers?

By TOM ANDERSON
The losses at the Sullivan Arena are
no surpnse to anyone knowledgeable
about Sullivan Arena operations
In 2001, when SMG filed its bud for
& of the Sull Arena, the
company projected a net profit of

Thus from a company that represents
itself as one of the best arena manage-
i -......5»25 Encww _.>=o__l.r.~.wn
question uapality of
age and the people 1t represents 1s How
could this happen? The answer 18 sum-
ﬂ_mb the projected $674,767 profit wiuch

_v&m&nmpsme&.gsm_ﬁigmu
matenahzed

SMG won the contract in competation e Y
against local bidders that well under- .

stood the capaaty of Sulivan Arena and
the other mumapal buildings involved Most of the existing trade shows
to generate profits And the local bidders Wwere jont ventures between the Sulli-
had long experience 1n seeking out and van and the show promoters, an ap-
encouraging actvities that would max- that got the trude shows started
muze profits for the bullding owners, the We mitiated the Aces Hockey Team to
le of Anchorage compete with the Fairbanks Gold
uﬁﬂmi:n_g.u admunstration, led Kings In short, we were proactive in
by Parks and Recreation Manager Jun Aarena management.
Posey, ded the t con- Contrast that to SMG's performance
tract for Sullivan Arena to SMG on the As best I can determune, they are not in-
advice of 1ts hand-picked evaluation volved in the Anchorage commumty 1
ttee due to te and high- personally offered to introduce the cur-
horsepower SMG salesmanship rent arena manager o Rotary and he
SMG's pnmary petition was a dechined In its lnd, afler acquining Og-
company 1 formed with the former staff den Facihity ZEM@E@E. of Alaska,
of the Sullivan Arena who had ted SMG clamed the following: “The com-
the arena profitably from 1985 thru pany beheves in active communty 1n-
1999 Dunng those years, the only los- volvement * But though they may be
ing year was the ime when the arena paying dues to some organuzations, they
was shut down to replace the 1ce floor are virtually mactive and invisible to
Our bid would have cost the aty less the communty they supposedly serve
and guaranteed a successful manage- SMG has not been interested 1n
ment n%—..dwn_— Our team was com- weekend-filing events It would rather
posed of seasoned professionals and we see the arena dark. It has not brought in
were partnered with Doyon Unuiversal concerts even though 1n its bid the com-
Services, a financial powerhouse with pany claimed to have strong affihations
proven Alaska credentials with the Lower 48 concert promoters
Our wﬁawnr was to immerse our- For many years, the Sullivan Arena
selves in the commurty, to develop lo- hosted eight to 12 concerts per year Does
cal events, to joint venture and make anyone really think 911 was the reason
deals to keep the arena busy Our goal oconcerts have stopped comung to the Sulli-

was to never have a dark weekend The van Arena? The best example of the prob- -

result was a profitable building and a lem occurred in February 2003, the 20-
!&.:w&v:vnn..unra. Eé&z&w&—.ﬁ.—?ﬂﬁ

On this most memorable weekend the
arena was closed, no events booked

The Begich admimistration should be
EE.ﬁrhSBo questions such as

] t 18 the muntaapal contract ad-
munustrator daing to oversee arena oper-
ations and balance sheets?

© Were SMG’s four top Sullivan Are-
na staff members approved to go to
Hawan at muniapal expense to attend
an SMG corporate meeting?

¢ Is any effort being made to force
SMG to follow through on promises
made and implied 1n its bid docu-
ments

One 1tem to review would be a promo-
tion developed in 2000 1n which SMG

canceled an arder for two tons of Atlanbe '

salmon scheduled to be served at a Long
Beach event. SMG's then-Alaska repre-
tative, Dave Harbour, worked with
Alaska Comnussioner of Commerce Deb-
bie Sedwick to substitute Alaska salmon.
the swap was promunently men-
m the 's bid, 1t was never
repeated and SMG has played httle or no
in marketing Alaska salmon
Unfortunately this 1sn't the first ime
a large lower 48 8“%5 has won a
contract here with salesmanship and
failed to deliver on promuses

Tom Anderson Is former general man-
ager of Ogden Facility Management of
Alaska, inc
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UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES FROM .. .

. Hussein weapons justified
Cash program | » o mgsamé

~H4=H SAGA of the Prlgrim fanuly 1s the most dramat- | o posn nght .
1ic evidence yet that Alaska’s Permanent Fund divi- Ekeus headed the UN inspection H
dend program 1s having umntended consequences Mﬂwa :ma.nh.a:m F:eﬂ .—“ww» to uwmv :%ganw_n
The Pilgrims made the news recently in their ongoing J mical olog B3
battle with the National Park Service, which 1s upset weapans i Iraq but a massive secret [

invasion

about what 1t views as damage and rule violations by " This wﬁ!ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ_m wiamw.i:uhu Blix,
the family 1n Wrangell-St Elas National Park nﬁ_ d m; P J of the Int m ara
The dividends come 1nto the picture because the 17- mic Energy Agency, gave Saddam
member family, a couple with 15 children, moved to Hﬁﬂhﬁwﬂuﬁ n_n%nw_a__ ﬂuﬁﬂrﬂ
Alaska 1n 1998 and 1s using seat an the IAEA board of gov
the state’s free-money pro- Ekeus n%.guﬁ that LEES %nh&
gram to buy a 420-acre mine " years at 1t was unwise to store R v
and homestead property in- The dividend UMH E:!bh%mwuuioc_mq E,m.hr!ww_n w_“-qlnwh. . == LSS L
side the park gram supposedly rosive posons in barrels, ° __ And there are 130 of these depots of whether a war to preempt hus
to provide cult to conceal them Therefore, rather Kay far anlh
Papa Pilgnm, father of the @ Way 10 p than store large stocks of weapons of 52V team has so y 10 ment of WMD was justafied.
Alask idents ‘The questzon of whether Hussem actual- The fact that Hussein may have de-
fanuly, took possession of the a residen mass destruction, he would adapt the
4 with sh to retan an nfrastructure (lab. 1Y fetauned fimshed product isstillopen.  aided to go from bulding up stocks to
property after handing its a cash payout Gratones, equipment, tramed samgtiets, | But the uestion of whether he was uning clandestine production fa-
owner $30,000 1n $100 bills from their state’s oil detailed mgvcﬁogsga:ﬁn-& still in the business 15 no longer chities (may have remember, Kay stll
from cashing in the famuly’s development. ramp up production when needed Spen “We have discovered dozens of has 120 to go ) does nat
state dividend checks, the Is that what’s The model 1s Japanese “ust in ame” ated prog ,” Kay mean Wn—w got Sﬂ. oﬂ n-mu ) busr-
Anchorage Daily News re- happening here? manufactunng, where you save on nven- Mmh_%hnr..nhu»ﬂmmﬁngp s w....:BEGH. e th.ﬂ.un«.. thas _o.<oo~_..m
ported recently PP g aere: oA mEEM. o_dm..mw m_mﬁu.“::ﬂ United Nations during the inspections moment at whch the plutonium from
The Prlgnms have pledged business was taxns, not Toyotas that i late 2002" — led, 1ts 8,000 p fuel rods 1s wedded
to pay the balance of the $450,000 aslung price for the The interim report of chief US thats, the hapless Hans Bl % wi utr nuclear devices, North Karea
property with future state checks weapons mspector Kay seems to nawﬁ.t w‘.. st _W f ____v J _pnsw_wnﬂou - oﬂﬁn:ihnsuqagrﬁg
syj the hypothesis He found network of labs and safe houses p

within the Mukhabarat, the Iraq: for- m_wn.n.:
IN SHORT, the dividend program eased the huge H&ﬂﬂ:ﬁoﬁ%ﬁ wwrﬁ.?“whﬁrﬂ eign mtelligence 825““ vsm__.mnw.uhu s ntent and copacty were unchanged.

fanuly’s move to Alaska and the state 1s buying it a 420- o tn t15ts’ homes, avial 3
acre wilderness estate inside one of the nation’s most ME:N%?&H@%W:E&M? do not  Of bive botulinum toxin, and my favonte, the United Natians (T do not, but many
rugged and beautiful parks exst or that they exsted before the war “new research on BW-(biologica] @dministration cntics have a wealmess

The Park Service 1s preventing the family from mov- and our only task 1s to find where they wes ) o plicabl t m:m..om__n Whnw_mu._. .ﬂ.n«cﬂﬂm“.&mﬂ‘oﬁwou :‘w
ing heavy matenals and supphes to its homesite with a rw%.—ﬂaﬂ. g«:ﬁﬁmﬂ Fﬁﬂﬂwﬁr dowe and 8=w umbcsm io_.w,an :E____ Snd afla. Counal, ordered Hussein to make a full
bulldozer, but a land rights group called the Land Know? Bocawce :Eumm.ﬂnv;a.s was taxn”—all “not declared to the UN*  accounting of bus WMD program and to
Rights Network organized an awrlift last weekend to to store his chemical weapons un- I have been to medical achool, and | thot the i.n.—: b, and
help the Pilgnms prepare for winter BEEHE amid rw.n conventional mun w_wea never _..m.na o_._n.u_o_. wm.:_umm: for coneatent or chaturtons tolerance

tions, we have just begun to - Hemorrhagic Fever on 0W one

The land group conducted a campaign to bring 1n ._mH.. e u.nmmmiwn scale of Hussein's doctor 1n 100 who has It 13 a rare dis. _, Kaye finding of “dozens of WMD-relat-
nations of cash, supplies, equipment, food staples, clo stocks of conventiondl manitions ease, and you can be sure that Hussen; 20 Program activities” concealed from
ing, dog food, hay for horses, chainsaws and first aid Hussein left belund 130 known am- imm._.s..uhﬂ:ﬁngm uN E@one_ £ constitutes an irrefutahle
supplies Those were flown to the Pilgrim property n munition caches, many of which are  He was not after the Nobel in physiolo- uwm.ﬂ._rﬂp_ :ugB& Km.w nlmﬁpﬁ
last weekend'’s airhft : more than twice the siz¢ of Manhattan gy (Yasser Arafat having already won the Snﬁ:u._mwﬁ_._nnwm—ﬁumawug

We wish the Pilgnims well in their endeavors, espe- Imagne looking through “600,000 tons  peace .ﬁv He was for a way fo
aially in their dealings with the National Park Service of artillery shells, rockets, aviation tum agents into kallers The fact  Charles Krauthammer writes a weakly, na-

h ’ bombs and other ordnance” — rows and  that he was not stockpuling 15 relevant an-  bonally syndicated cokumn for the Washing-

and we applaud the neighborly approach taken by the rows stretched over an aren the size of ly to the question of why some prewar - ton Post. His column s distributed by tive
Lend Rights Network But we wonder 1f 1t 1s not per- even one Manhattan — looking for bar- telligence was i..ﬂﬁ_kq:n Iraq’'s WMD Washington Post Wnters Group. © Copyright
haps time that the people of Alaska ask themselves rels of %ked ch | weap: program But 1t 1s not rel to the 2003 The Washington Post Co
what 1s wrong wath this picture T

The dividend program supposedly 1s a way to provide The Anchorage Times
Alaska residents with a cash payout from theur state's Edtors YO BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAOL E.Eﬂmz.ss. WILLIED | TOBIN, 2649153 | views of o Ao e e e
oil development Assucaate editor JAN SINGYXE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 » FAX 907-264-8134 | under an agreement to preserve the saparata edi-

Is that what's happening here? * e-mal AnchTimes@alaska net tonal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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LNG GROUP TRIES TO COERCE . . .

. . High price for trashing rule of _mz.z
Oil companies _.,.,wrmﬁmﬁ“? = B —————

A\ NCHORAGE LAWYER Bll Walker and a newly g s oo o o |
formed pressure group are trying to coerce the North This heritage has been attacked by =
Slope energy companues into supporting an all-Alaska hqud courts and plantiff attorneys so much
natural gas pipeline to Valdez that it 1s barely recognizable
Walker and hus group, which he calls “Backbone II,” want One such doctnine of tort hability 1s
Alaska to force the major companies to provide gas for an the assumption-of-nsk doctrine Simply
LNG prpeline with questionable economics, or face a puni- ut, ﬁ.ﬂ%m.ﬂﬂaeso?no...:mm doctrine
tave tax on reserves i the ground Sam_mwiuaaﬂ...n_—u”%!wﬁm_. Eo.h“”
Backbone I began 1ts campagn with full-page newspaper theless proceeds to make use of the |
ads asking the governor, legislators and all Alaskans to force uct or service and 15 njured by 1t,
producers to sign a pact committang a portion of potential e 1s barred from recovery In other
North Slope gas output (1 bilhon cubic feet to 2 billion cubic words, assumption-of-risk doctrine
feet dauly out of a total 8 billion to 9 bilion daily) to the hine holds that people bear some account- | -
The group wants a reserves tax to be imposed if the pro- ability for the results of their actions %
u:ﬂaae=.w33<§nmmnepwmw=nwznwrﬂwww-mﬁ§%§n8 As a result of the succesaful lawsuits
contract to bning gas into the U'S market from anywhere 2 g P & -
other than Alaska. The tax would cost the companues $500 ofnsk doctrine 18 a skeleton of its past. :
mulhion to $1 bullion per year, though state revenues from an ”.M.MMWM@M hﬁum_mﬁ traditional .a:. unpact may um._w M.w ..-_N» s effect ﬁmﬂ what's ﬂhopﬁ:ﬁw”ﬁbh
The »%msumm—mva%aﬂuﬁwu__hﬂs be qhﬂ_.u_w._ B bald | Lnows the risks of | creatuon ofa template for attackang oth- - government conducted ooatly education
n 5 s er paigns and m: abels on
the LNG pipeline But, they added, “This agreement must nﬂhrvmmuﬁuhhﬁ . o The tobacco litigation made the case agarettes warming about the dangers of
gJ&mSEM%ﬁW_g.wnﬁsggzgs.ra a tobacco-related 1l Mahnhn_m hed p ... p :F king ‘..rn;i:.;ms_.-gnw“
newly permutted SE ENERGY LNG receiving termi- , he had no daim “sonial costing” of prod L toby p
nal Ev“ the West Coast " ving .n.MMnEup the tobacco other words, all a lawyer has to success- neither will its equivalent, nutntional or

- fully argue 1s that a product such as to- fat content labeling, deter lawsuits
- 5| bacco, _—E..!_.._MME. €asinos, cars, etc, agamst the food industry
are addicive t 1 re- Aband

ALASKA 15 cne of several gas sources Sempra 1s consder- manuacturer ‘That!
means individ ent of ption-of-nsk

a ange:
ing for its planned terminal in Baja Califormua, though compet- h 1 dic , means ing
ing sources may have a price advantage due to their location. ”H.nnﬂﬂnpmwm so“.mr.n. for hus 1sout doctnne means Americans pay more,

he window hure “ 3
Walker claums that financng the pipeline and assoaated bacco company, not Wl1ams ﬂ_ﬁ. nesses S-bm iwnp.ﬂnmﬁ.—o can_n.uﬂvmh.s ES:E_\_ Eﬁba:ﬂ ﬂn—.ﬂr@ﬂui

facihities would not require pledging the Permanent Fund's the smoker, who's responsible for the pogeg society — diminished
assets He says they would ﬂm financed by outside nvestors smoker’s plight >:Meﬂuﬂwn general and poliicians ”v_nmu_?—ﬂ”.w.mﬁ ﬂ_m _B“w_._w—.EQ Em-.—w...
e T ey | T oty e STETUL T S
that such an LNG project would be a major money-loser for against ﬂ‘. unpopular ndustry wﬁwﬁﬂ M—Hm cake 18 to somehow E.n_“u.w.nn If ﬂ comparues are to E«.M_M.E_M
ustry figures are correct — - p g reg nca’s precous chuldren are harmed ness, ve to
ﬂw ﬂ_ﬁhﬁu hﬂ..mz.hm:_%mp BEE“MEWI. 85”—:‘12% near confiscatory agaretle taxes levied by the product. Success 18 nearly a fore- ability wsurance u_.oBE_HW and hire
bonds would have el o cover $ 14 blion i ttal ot | 13 e o rtcng chidresand om0 " o of e s it
That would cover $2 billion for a processing plant, $4 billion 3 ve v Tl 4 S bear
In some jurisdictions, taxes have gun using the tobacco Liigation tem- burden of these costs’

bl o LG arkins s 3 o olber oo+ | sl apakofcgaries e . and i agnet e o and bvenge . Nulfion of gty rcr

One major concern in the hard-ball approach s that ad- along with 1ts assomated violent cnme, against McDonald's, B _mnﬁ. Ken- our economy, not the least of which 18
versanal tactics could deter industry from malang hillions in has emerged The question I ask1s Will tucky Fried Chucken, zm”_so and oth- international competitiveness When
future investments still in the planning stage A changing >Em—.-ﬁa=huw_m Just as _ﬂeuw if m«__—% ers, they're calling for the labeling of fat are we going to call for a halt?
ve_.n.w_ Fﬁw& AMME be seen as a signal that Alaska 18a oy laatlackis camed to other prod-  content. tves are complvng __ Walter E Williams is a professor at
nsky v Sam Katzman, attorney for the roviding additional nutntional ;-3¢0 Mason University at Fairfax, Va His

Walker says the friends involved are uﬂuww_—« members Washington, D C -based Competitive W«...wmnhﬁmn even downs.ang same of column o di by C Syndl-
of a group formed several years agv to oppose BP's acquis- Enterpnse Institute, says, “The tobacco their products If they think appease- e Eo&!@urnq.m..s-us.
tion oﬁ_ § >5_M_mwm w:”%.ﬁ M_n .%.m—__n.imn Ei:w:@gﬁ liigation campaign’s most significant ment wall deter the tyrants, who know geles, CA 80045, (310) 337-7003.
executives viduals, including several d
Alaskans, among them former Gov Walter J Hickel The E—n—wcn.ﬂma Times

The approach being taken 15 unfortunate Using a re- Edilors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8193 Hﬂ.ﬁu gﬁ?_d P _§!
serves tax as an economuc billy club could jeopardize many Associate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 « P 0 Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510« FAX 907-264-8194 under an agreemnt to preserve the separate edi-
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Look rich Abracadabra: this is a magical town

By WILLIAM J TOBIN ago as a teacher — developing his magic

as he went along, finding 1t a 8|
way to commumcate with
Now with two sons of his own, Teague,

THERE IS NOTHING lke a rab-
HILE THE talking heads and pundits try to spin for ﬁo@uﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁzg mmE_.M n
of smoke,

E

their own purposes Amold Schwarzenegger’s over- lady who 1 sawed 15, and Zane, 13, he devotes himself
whelmung victory in s race for Califorma governor, only to be restored m one pece You full-time to magic while lus wife, J
Alaskans can take heart carwr_«. don't sce such !E,Ln..m nﬁN sOM_hw.nm. at EW_BS Alaska Meds
Califormia’s fiscal woes, the catalyst for Gov Gray Davis’ day — but you would if you spent mu 25 8 men ._mn_—nn— —-8&-..55::.1

ouster by voters, dwarf ours The Golden State went from E:n with A - s mage o .n“ﬂuw_.—.mmw H ples Srﬂwu_eo%.

boasting a $10 billion surplus i 2000 to wading into a sea of w_.s.%nsg_m_ e n_mi-.r_.ﬁﬂ,. ﬁ ercmvonp__nﬁvm:.o.snsm comedy magic

red ink about $8 billon deep

terful that has won prase from a wide variety

Dawis was tossed out largely because Cahformia voters MN%»:M%LFM.N_ %_H_MM and wﬁﬁnﬁu o».n:m_BM” and Steve Nn.&m_. who
.gEmnirosEm!:SBBacm?u?mFﬂE.gg filled with trcks and assorted wonders real life 1s a lawyer but whose avocation
have to pay And pay And pay They at long last have grown DON RUSSELL, who bills humself calls hum to put on  top hat and white

weary of a tax-and-spend government that hurts the econo-
my and costs jobs 1n the sixth-largest economic engine in the

i
f eaccrmn yumsma s | Pradell, with style and class, has
world Dawis, in their view, squandered the state’s surplus - "I'l have 8 cheeseburger and & root beer.” a a
and Lied last fall about the state’s financial condition . - gathenngs, family parties, and on stage -

Our budget defiats in Alaska, thankfully, have been n- oo ¥ child care agencies and youth groups, 1987 under the banner of Abracadabra
much, much smaller It was less than $400 million last year dreds of birthday par- [ 4 E:nﬂ&rv.ﬂn.uwgnmnb%ﬁ__ nadum. inter A
It’s expected to be about the same next year S | nale The shows wll feature about 15 were shows at the Alaska
The money to sop up our red ink comes from the Constitu- 5 Anchorage magiaans ranging 1n - State Fair in Palmer
tional Budget Reserve It totaled about $2 2 billion last year P4 age from 9 to 17 Headhnng the show  THIS COLLECTION of local ma-

will be a nationally known teen-age wiz- _
Thus year it has already rebounded to about $2 1 bilhon ard, Matthew MacArthur of Tacson, m.%huuwhwwan_ Alaska mix One 18

i.m%—uﬁ-oﬂﬂ:gﬁ_m:hn g_h-ﬁu.mﬁn—c_qmw_m.ﬂ mnrmun m?unm rm meu m_avm_hmnm, _obmm::n" .Hw:_WMm. and now he appears Anz, who won the 2003 Society of pgg Hugh ZEoMm wn_agn:wﬂ.ow:—vnn 5»5&035.9%
cal house 1s not in total disarra; at Tony Roma's every a8 Amencan Magicans Jumor Stage Con- g ho gpecializes 1n magic EEﬁw-u.o%E
y Tueaday ffom 65 Tobin s and follow magicnns with an Snc,of nfo e, Asother is Landon

pm He'll do magic wank of Wasilla, an up-and-commmg

HOWE T d not government from anywhere, in fact, that he can unpack a 2mazng act with Lve doves young magician now enrolled at UAA.

attempting to balance its books without making an annual SOME OF THE expenses for the Othy n__a_ Ken Mackay, a baker
withdrawal from the CBR. Alaskans expect government to deck of cards, sprunkle a Little whoofle = O e k. e e oo 1

o A dust, and open a red velvet purse 1n
lLive within 1ts means So do the state’s creditors, the bonding huch things varush and reappear ets, which go on sale Thursday at $5 for Order of Merlin from the International
agencies we depend on for large projects such as ports, har- aémﬁﬁz-. performng, Rus- naaa.umsm:%ﬁ and $10 for Brotherhcod of Magicians, and Joey
bors and schools They told the state last year to close the sell 1s busy megcasa y H nﬂE_.waw:n Bo:ﬁn.murn_.w_ﬁqm MclIntire, who performs amazing close-
S T [ cosl
gap, and soon ful hobby for young people, bays tion znans P Ew. cownite up magc as a hobby and who by day

Instead of a Gray Dawvis, who tried to hude Califorma’s fis- and ample tncks that captivate and g lor sponsors erwn iﬁwmwmpragguwiocano
cal follies from voters in an attempt to curry favor, Alaska 1s scwninswﬂmﬁmanﬁa?ﬂaumn %.ﬂwﬂ:ﬁgﬁﬁh@ﬁnﬁa wE_ o Eﬁoﬁ.?nﬁﬂg
fortunate 1n many ways to have Gov Frank Murkowski, also finds time to help organize get-to-  gians — and also wall be on stage um- g the business and social scenes —
who came 1nto office, stepped up to the plate and started do- gethers with hus fellow magiaans under  self for an act or two, assistng the 8ma-  Jean Shadrach and Vera Crews — are
ing what needed to be done He made some tough deaisions the banner of the Alaska Magic Circle Ss_ﬂw.n&nsnngo_.%ss.._. avid magiaans who have performed 1
despite carping from the usual media suspects who wall not And when otherwise not engaged, he puts  1sm to the performances many s 3
be satisfied until every working Alaskan 1s taxed to the eye- all lands of energy nto produang one of  RUSSELL HAS been a profession- E.Fﬁﬁs%sassgianns

balls the best annual magic shows n town, the 4] magiaan since 1989 He prefers todo  conventions
Magic Kids Holiday Extravagunza, which -.mnme calls “ntimate  matenal
Arguably, cuts eventually begin to do more damage than thus year will be’s e the S G w At e 5.::28%“% maf e THROUGH THE ages, ers
good Murkowski, who wisely sees income taxes as nothing arh _._n.un_.__m_ﬁ_ uge Lance have astomshed and mys! royal
but a pay cut for working Alaskans, has supported a season- restaurant’s bt ter ton and David Copperfield, but numbers - g the common man There 18 no royal-
d THESE ARE THE post-Chnstmas  big enough to fill a theater yet stillsmall ¢y 1, Anchorage, but there are man
al sales tax, a $100 head tax for schools and increased devel- " s Ive the oud Russell A y
A dates An evenng performance on Fn ugh to m: to debght us all “Take
opment of Alaska's bountiful natural resources day, Dec 26, matinee and eveung has a bachelor of saence degree from 3 carg, any .
Yes, there has been paun To be sure, there will be more shows on S day and Sunday, Dec  Southern Il University and a
That’s what comes from living beyond our means for all 27-28, and on Monday, Dec 29, a late hing certificate from the Ul y _ Willam J Tobin is an editor of The An-
those years, and burying our heads in the sand about declin- morning Kids’ Day performance for of Montana He came to Alaska 20 years chorage Times.
ing oil revenues But the good news 1s that the state's fiscal -
problems finally are being addressed and, in time, will be re- The ?n—..c-.wmm Times The Vorce of the Times does not represent the
solved Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Daly News 115 published
Califormans 1n the coming months and years may wish Associate edtor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 « P O Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 » FAX 907-264-8184 | undar an agreement o preserve the separate edi-
they had 1t so good. * emad Anchfimes@alaska net toriad voice of the former Anchorage Times.
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STEVENS’ WAY IS JUST . ..

Common sense

H T IS UNCONSCIONABLE that some in the Native
community who find themselves at odds with Sen. Ted
Stevens would actually stoop to slander by caling Alaska’s
A.:.. i e Enmnnd disagreeme; how federal
eir rancor stems from a nt over
money 18 spent n rural Alaska.

‘Tnbal sovereignty advocates want the money handed di-
rectly to Alaska’s more than 220 federally recognized Native
trnibes Stevens, in the name of effimency and effectiveness,
wants it disbursed through a regional organization That
would ensure the tnbes with the most need do not lose out to
those with the best grant wnters At last year's Alaska Fed-
eration of Natives convention, Stevens even asked the Na-
tive commuruty to come up with such a plan

That does not interest tribal advocates, who would like to
ncrease the power of federally recognized tribes — even
though the scope of those powers 15 far from settled

- Stevens, of course, 1s absolutely nght when he reminds
his chromically umbrageous critics — those who spare no ef-
fort in m:n:ﬁgassrnon.mamm|nsp§m§w€
would not be enough money to go around if the sovereignty
advocates had their way

He even had the audacity to suggest the obvious, that the
Native sovereignty movement that 1s pressing for the money
15 dangerous to statehood and could be bad for Alaska More
than 220 sovereign tnbes in Alaska can have no other effect
but to erode state power He pointed out that with an in-
creasing Native population will come demands for more gov-
ernments, more courts Right again

HE LOGICALLY wants to avoid spreading tribal gov-
ernments to every nook and cranny 1n Alaska Tb do other-
iﬁmganrmgcﬁggwiggnnccgg of
nﬁﬁqm&mgwggiwﬁsgmmssi.
lages with fewer than 100 residents, 39 of the villages have
fewer than 50, 16 have no year-round population at all, six
have fewer than 10, and, three have only three residents
Scores of the tribal villages have only 200 to 300 residents

Stevens' way 15 just common sense Anyone without an
axe to grind would see 1t that way

Folks can disagree, and in Alaska there always will be
more arguments than people There 1s nothing wrong with
that, but what 1s disquietang about this latest rhubarb 1s not
the disagreement itself, but the cheap, unfortunate rhetone
aimed at Stevens And they want an apology?

mﬂrimgigwmgomﬂgﬁsgawﬁ
E%Eb&ﬁnsqﬁhg::&wvn@wgggv
gle Alaskan, no matter their race or creed, has been touched
1n one way or another by the hard work and long hours
Stevens puts 1n for hus state

Féiﬁ.wb&ﬁn@ﬁgggggﬁ.%g
18 an apology in order 1t should come from those who embar-
Bﬂgggggﬁ_:s»a&@ﬁ

By LEW M WILLIAMS, JR,

The Russians could already be __o_.m

US Senate Minonty I.eader Tom
Daschle, a South Dakota Democrat,
mﬁmsﬁaﬁgzm«rntegg
opposition to drilling for o1l on the
coastal plan of the Alaska National
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KATMAI TRAGEDY SHOULD BER ...

‘g\”wal:t n»: By WENDY McELROY

The modern two-income fanuly 1s no

F] MOTITY TREADWELL and hus gulfnend were petter off than the onc-ncome famuly
E—&Ecﬂggeﬁ—ngﬁﬁwggg Indeed, famuly finances are edging
_S&EEEEng:»:unuwmag ﬂﬂn_ao_..b&uumﬁn momwumgwfur

tographer Malbu, Calif bears Warren and Ameha Warren Tyag 1n
Eﬂ“.ﬂr:“r as woozwwwucan Zm__“.mwm. gvnmﬁcﬁwﬁ Freck- their sontroversial baok “The TwoIn-
les, Molly and Downy It’s unclear whether he and Amie M..._m_ﬂ.“,.d._ P ﬁo@:ﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁ Mothers

Huguenard were attacked by any of them

But they omut a major reason why

We don't want to make hight of the couple’s tragic end, families arc strugghng the increased
which resulted 1n the shooting of two of the bears Treadwell size of government and governmental
held dear, but the killings were entirely predictable and un- ﬁ:ﬁ wmn_hw:.w. M_.M< argue En__zn“m » -
Dnecessary e S odies) caing oChea L2 e
Treadwell had } told y by ¥ people — tion, Eu:i:ﬂ.:ﬁi« Eum_ﬂunﬁ ve 1n: Is it too tight across the shouldera?
including park rangers — that he was getting far too chum- And they offer compelling evid der expanding definitions of “abuse " In
my with the dangerous creatures He liked to ease up close The Bureau of Labor Statistics finds a press release, the US Department of
to the bears and chant “I love you” in a hugh-pitched, sing- that families n 2000 spent 44 percent  Health & Human Services declared its

song voice
Treadwell was an author and filmmaker who gained na- percent less on ¢

or otherwise

tional fame for his exploits among Alaska’s brown bears, It 1s reasonable to conclude or, at A finanaal incentive was offered The
whuch he clasmed were nowhere near as fierce as their repu- least, strongly suspect that discretionary  ASFA (Sec 201) states that “$4,000 to
tation suggested The Discovery Channel did a show on him, mncome has decreased Other evidence  $6,000” will be

supports that conclusion over 16 million adopted beyond
Dateline NBC did a report and he was interviewed on David ptcies were filed last year, up 74 vm_.m It also provides “technical assis-

tance” to help states rase those nur- Jobs, and care for an elderl
occaston he showed footage of himself getting up close and But the book gves short shnft to oth- bers Thus the ASFA created its own mi-

Letterman’s show and The Rosie O'Donnell Show On each percent from the year before

less on household apphances than fanu-  gual “to double by 2002 the number of
lies in 1973, 22 158.: less on food, 21 chuldren in foster care who are adopted

ven for each child
state’s “base num-

Cost of social engineering sky-high

to acadenua 1n her book “Heterophobia:
Sexual Harassment and the Future of
Femumsm.”

Agaun, just one small example the
school at which she teaches, the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst paid
$1,250 to $1,800 per day per trawner for
a course on sexual Eﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ.
o o S

10,4 expenses such as
tels and meals

‘The course was merely one aspect of &
broader SH program at merely one unt-
veraity Families bore the brunt not only
1n taxes but also in increased tution.

There 18 a palpable ups of eco-
nomic fear among the middle class
Some people blame the deht-ndden fam-
ily for its own financial woes A new
term has d the North A
Ewﬁn Affluenza 18 defined
as bloated, slyj and unfulfill
feeling that results efforts to keep
up with the Joneses "

But most people I know are not com-
ﬁsﬁr their neighbors They are
ﬁw.ﬁa:seﬁig%

for their .m&gngn.m.w:w«_ag

arent
Statistics back up thus obeer-

personal with the bruins er impovenshing factors, such as the m-bureaucracy wathin the more massive Yation According to the recent survey
soanng tax rate, the probferation of gov- Cluld Abuse Industry with an incentive NE_ 3 mﬂ..uﬂ._““ %ws_uimuw..«..m%uusn >M.
UNFORTUNATELY, Treadwell’s nawve attitude re- ernment fees and fines, as well as the to remove children from their families ha i mv:n_n. ﬂuﬂaﬁnﬁw
flected and encouraged the widespread but nonsensical no- staggering load of regulations under Those whose salanes and prestige 307 CL P Ty hered
tion that Alaska 1s some land of Disney theme park, where which businesses must struggle to re- denve from a bureaucracy have a bult- “hopover th LSt Lo U
v par maun profitable The book, which draws 1n 0 2 uis University

all creatures are friendly and no place 1s dangerous

both of humans and wildlife, and 1s often the foundation for to the cost of social mstituted continue and
musguided public policy It has, for instance, played an im- m the name of political correctness, port rende
portant role 1n the success of environmental groups 1n con- 1

vinang Amenicans that the coastal plain of the Arctic Na- ing the Chnton tration

drilling should not be allowed

on pre-9/11 data, does not reflect the cy The agency may be mcompetent or
That notion has resulted 1n numerous deaths in the past, price tag of war in Iraq Rather, it points inflict damage but its tendency wll be to

The direct tax sup-
to social engineering 18
many of which became entrenched dur- only the most visble price tag

and Lowsiana State University can-
vassed 753 women and found 30 per-
cent now view shopping as a chore
rather than a pleasure, 33 percent de-
mand at least half-off before they will
seek out a speafic store, and, 18 percent

den costs are as
That social engineenng includes the the hudden costs imposed on the work-
tional Wildlife Refuge 1s some land of enchanted place where { Child Abuse Industry and the Sexual place and, so, on the famuly by the Sexu-
Harassment Industry Cntics refer to al Harassment Industry (S|
In fact, the coastal plain consists of bleak and relatively them as “industnes” because their en- They nclude red tape and lawsuts

say that their more conservative ap-
proach 1s due to econormuc fear

It 15 wrong to blame famuhies for thewr
own vicimization It 1s time to ehmnate

featureless Arctic tundra with mmnimal sceme value It 1s un- forcement %o:n.mu have established that make business less profitable — mon_n_r._nmﬂm__:ﬂmﬁnm ?c_:. :-H._Mnobn_n of

hke the scenic and mountainous portion of ANWR to the bloated an
south, which 1s often shown 1n video appeals to protect the

expensive bureaucracies less likely to hire and more likely to
that slurp the _.EEH trough The cost to ~raise E._ﬁﬁ_ﬂﬁbn mu_ Wﬁ%mﬂa reaucracies that arose during the

Even if families could afford the bu-

coastal plain Consider one small example from ernment requrements, less productive % spending spree of decades, to-
The plain 1s seasonally visited by a large caribou herd and Just one bureaucracy In 1997, the Adop- employees who are hired or p. ted chuldren cannot .
other wild creatures that could easily be protected against tion and Safe Famulies Act (ASFA) pro-  because of gender thus lowering the ~ Wendy McEiroy is the editor of ffemi-

harmful impact from o1l exploration and production, just as moted a new adoption policy for the - general produchvity of society

record of ct n The

rusts com and a research fellow for The In-
dent Institute in Oakland, Calif.

they were at neighboring Prudhoe Bay
The deaths of Timothy Treadwell and Amie Huguenard

foster care as a result of “removal” un- Patai chronicled the hidden cost

with permussion.

should be a ihwm.-v call for the nation, one that would en- q—w—.—@ Eﬂﬁrch.m— e -ﬁ.-..aa
courage a rational look at Alaska, its hazards and its re- Edtors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL E_E...mo..ss. WILLIAN J. TOBIN, 264-8193
sources Rssociate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 + P O’ Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 » FAX 907-264-8194
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NEW HYDRANT RCREEMENT COULD PROTECT . . .

Public safety

>z OLD AGREEMENT between the Anchorage Fire
Department and the Anchorage Water and Wastewater
Utiity may hold the key to heading off dracoman budget
cuts that could senously affect public safety

Under the pact hammered out in the late *70s or early '80s
to provide, some say, an asling AWWU with a source of in-
come, the utiity maintans fire hydrants and the area
around them The fire department picks up the tab — thus
year to the tune of $2 5 milion The utihity has bwilt that
amount into its rate structure

The fire department, funded only by property taxes, asked
for $54 mullion for next year to continue operating at its cur-
rent levels That includes the increased costs of operating
two new fire stations, $2 million to the police and firefighter

- retirement and medical fund and about $500,000 in new

debt service

The admunistration, up to its eyeballs i red ink and fac-
ing a budget deficit of about $33 mullion, wants to reduce the
request to something like $47 9 milhion

What would that mean to the department? Twenty-two
layoffs Twenty-seven additional positions scrapped Twenty-
two firefighters still on duty being reassigned to the two new
fire stations at Tudor and Baxter roads and in Southport n
South Anchorage

THE PUBLIC, make no mustake, wall feel those cuts
Truck 11 1n Eagle River will be out of service Squad 1 from
the downtown station, as will Truck 5 in Spenard and Res-
cue and Medic 4 in Midtown will be gone There may be oth-
er changes as well

The net result will be a loss of depth, firefighters say
While imitial responses to calls may be the same, there wall
be bittle or no quick backup or additional units At Station
10, on Rabhit Creek Road, for instance, there were 15 fire-
fighters assigned After the cuts, there will be eight

Ifthe city could pry the $2 5 mullion out of the AWWU,
Mayor Mark Begich says, 1t would head off the layoffs and
put some of the equpment back in use The problem? It1s a
utality regulatory 1ssue and could take months for the Regu-
latory Commussion of Alaska to undo the old deal

Begich and others say they hope eventually to make fire
hydrants part of an areawide service district that would tack
$1 or $2 onto each property owners' bill, and end the fire de-
partment payment to AWWU Failing that, Begich saxd, he
wants to re-examine how the bill 1s paid

There 18 no doubt that this aity needs more firefighters
and medics, not fewer, and Begich and the Assembly have
their work cut out for them.

If they are unsuccessful in keeping firefighters and their
equipment on the job, the aty and those 1n desperate need of
help will suffer And that 1s unacceptable .

If that’s the way they want to play

By ELISE PATKOTAK

T've wnitten about the lack of service
rovided to customers by American [JT
nﬁsﬁuﬁxg But every once 1n a NN Yo
while, a r:.w will do ._._r so R X0 LA
egregious that it deserves speaial notice COA SN
There always seems to be some big cor-
poration that thinks 1t can go one better
than 1ts nval 10 extending its middle
finger of courtesy to its customers So
what has started my ranting thus year?
Well, 1t's based on my perception of
u§§§§§n &...”..555 state, and | -
1n the rest country, treat
customers who make the mstake of be-
Nma-sa_ to them And boy 1s that a mis-

COAINTR
o ERE 4 BETTER

All the deals go to new customers
Once become an old customer, you
basically shoulder the cost of :.n:.eesvam
ny ent new customers with greal
deals ﬁm

(P S
for which you may be -

ble, but at a cost not incurred by the pay if we wanted an actual service per-  There was a stunned silence on the
new customer son to cross our thresholds other end of the phone I can only as-

Here's what happened Icalledoneof — “So,” I asked optimistically, “how sume that the customer service repre-
our corporate giants much would that service visit cost™ sentative’s traing had never covered
the idea of actually working to keep cus-

to ask about some

. “Well”they saud cheerfully, 620~
deals they had been o vy sand cheerfully. $20

toutang 1n big pnint 1n en behef that they would want to keep lunng new onesin

your local papers the business of a good and loyal cus-  After all, corporate reasoning must
I'd been a cus- tomer, “for $20 you will come and hook go, peaple are basically too busy to go

tomer of this particu- [ . fl everything up and program the re- through the trouble of switching compa-

lar company since I'd r} g mote?” nies what with work and family and all

moved to Anchorage - “No,” sad happly, “that's only — eg; y if we make them do their

I get all my services :
from them — TV, In-
ternet, phone, fax — Patkotak
you name 1t and I buy

for one box You have two boxes and t's  own hauling So once we have them
«uﬁgz—e&oa;e:ga hooked, let's just forget about them un-

me see if | have this strught,” [ less we need to find a way to gouge
said incredulously, “your serviceman them to pay for our latest advertising
1t from them wll come to my house and hook me up campaygn -

They Aoa ._E..nm eager ..m reﬂ my %sﬂ._._ms.mun and =ﬁ you §==nasan me  The last sound that customer service
participation 1n new offer till we another for hum to walk upstairs representative heard was the click of
nmnhrn%n-o pont where I was told 'd and do the same thung? Both of which phone as | hung up nght before hed
have to disconnect my current equip- operations you are telling me shouldn't that other company to sce how Bc%
ment, bring 1t to them, pick up new take more than 10 minutes each 1f you they wanted me as a customer
equipment, take it home, hook it up and know what you're doing — and | as- Do I think this other company wll
%_..B«mnﬁuf_gg&ﬁg u::ﬁmewgu.aaﬁ. treat me any better once 1 become their

tenung that sounds to a who Yes,” they sad customer? Not really But it will amuse
once M:&x& out her entire hard dnve But I am a futhful and loyal s- 5 Jump back and forth every 90
when all she 25%_9 she was doing was g:ﬁivogwsqﬂgamﬂwwﬁs:g:wp—_: days of 80 Just to annoy them all And
runnng a spring-cleaning to tunc of well over $200 when '

I expressed E<&§=§BE the services I got from you are added up 11 % frec installation every ime I do
for the free installation advertised n the Doesn't that count for anything? Don't Elise P; an Anch froe-l

That's when I found out that the you fuel at all oblyzated to not screw me  writer and author of Paralial Logic, @ hu-
ﬁnm:mﬁ:w:eu was only for new cus- so blatantly and at least pretend to morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-
tomers Old customers, those of us work at keeping me as a valued cus- fow, lives in ge and owns F
they'd already hooked, would have to tomer™ Cargo Ltd, a writing/graphics comp
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Idiotic drivers

NE OF OUR READERS frequently takes us to
Bm_r%nnﬁn—unimwaacﬂrn.ﬂomopirmgogﬂmu
LR py s

to the 1ssue of the Per d Our st:

Let’s put some parks into tax base

By PAUL PALMER 4,061 acres @ o .ﬁw_..w_wi per 1,000 people
percent of - — mare acres per person.

O.._wma. Anch :E__M.Ejmrobyn“ People complain that taxes are too

that figure surpnse you? high but they also want more land to be

dedicated as parks and open space

The mumcipality contains 1,955 They don't understand that adding

that we hope 1t can be preserved, but the fund was set up to
pay for government when o1l revenues dechne

In her view, and we cannot be as colorful here as she 18 1n
her mussives to us, the dividend 1s nothing more than a mag-
net for undesirables from parts south and, in her view, their
hordes of nasty, needy hittle kids We are aiding and abetting
the nunation of Alaska, she says, because we do not demand
the dividend be ended — and nght now

Everybody 1s entatled to hus or her opinion, and we find
ourselves chuckling at the woman'’s letters, trying to figure a
way around her very pithy, but straight to the point, lan-
guage and then going on about our business

After the last week or so, h , we find lves be-
gnning to see things her way .

Several traffic hghts were without power the other day in
Midtown As we all know, when that happens the intersec-
tion turns into a four-way stop No g deal, even with the
construction and increased traffic It has not been all that
big of a problem n the past First, traffic 1n one direction
would go, then the other Patience and courtesy more often
than not saved the day

But something has changed

HERDS OF DRIVERS practicing vehicular anarchy
1gnored the four-way stop rule the other day and charged in-
to the blacked-out intersections, snarling traffic Those with
the biggest, most rusted-out vehicles were kings in the game
of multad:irectional chucken in those intersections Dnvers
who apparently did not care whether they killed themselves
or anybody else also had an advantage

The cops (and where are they when you need them?)
could have racked up a fortune 1n tickets

All of that 1s bad enough, but lately, even when the lights
are working dunng rush hour, many of the aity’s intersec-
tions are snarled because motonsts allow themselves to be
trapped in the intersection when the hght for them 1s red
They do not stop short on yellow hghts to allow cross traffic
topass Oh, no They wait in the intersection, blockang traffic
from the side That 1s gridlock, or idiotlock, at its finest

The Anchorage Pohice Department 18 reinstituting its
Traffic Division, and not a minute t0o soon from the looks of
things It should be a gold mune for the aty’s treasury

Which brings us back to our letter-wnter’s observations
that this state 1s going to heck (she would have been more
colorful, much more colorful) in a handbasket because the
dividend 18 attracting the sort of people Alaska can do with-
out.

That may or may not be true, but there must be a reason
why we are drawing some of the most discourteous, brain-
dead drivers on the planet

q miles, or about 125 million
acres of land Eighty two percent of
that land .m_ classified as parks and
open space, leaving just 18 percent —
225,000 acres — as theoretically avail-
able for commeraal, residential or pub-
he faclity use

Ch State Park covers 40 per-
cent of the pality, 773 sq
mules, another 42 percent 1s 1n other
parks and open space, another 6 percent
1s military, 3 percent 18 mudflats and
tadal water, and only 9 percent 18 devel-
opable

Not all of the land classified as devel-
opable can generate taxes The non-tax-

le acreage includes land used for wet-
lands, churches, non-profit organza-
tions, Native lands, roads, schools, gov-
ernment land and buildings, universi-
ties, public institutions and the Alaska

Railroad.
Removing all those lands from the
tax rolls leaves yust 5 percent of the mu-

n“magﬁw%v_&ggg

Since May 2000, more than 750
acres have been dedicated or proposed
for additwonal parkiands But 1t would
make far more sense to commit money
and manpower resources to improve-
ments and maintenance to existing
parks, so they are more useable for
taxpayers

How many people do you see using
all of our 235 parks and why aren't
more rms.m utiized for other forms of
recreation? Why should the taxpayers
have to buy adi al land when more
ball fields are nzvneu&_w needed,
though we already have 47 baseball
fields, 26 softball fields and 33 soccer
acres are marginal for development and  felds
3,150 acres are unsuitable due to steep  Anchorage cannot expand its urban
n_-.ﬁﬂ. soils, wetlands or natural haz- gpeq rwwﬂ%”u. ates i the US It has

Cock Inlet on three sides and moun-
military land on the fourth
must make efficient use of

“1 hear you're locking for
an aggressive salesman.”

Q..——..wﬁg-—.._n:n.m.mummﬂﬁsew:ﬁga
_EL either ble or I for develop- Ajasl
mapahty’s base to serve a8 1ts tax ment and zoned for residential use  their hmuted land area i order to sup-
base About two-thirds of this acreage 1s on  port tax requirements
Good vacant land avadlable to devel- the Hillside, and more than half1s ~ Byt f nearly one-fourth of the An-
op rmanmu more nnpm_n:_n r.. .uv_..m_:mum u.ﬁﬂh._. single-family homes on acre- chorage Bowl 1s already classified as
€ plus rks and open space (not including
creases The lack of tax-generang prop- ~ Anchorage's popul 18 i o B rm.bvhﬂnwﬂveiﬁ:eawm
erty — and the need to expand the eco-  reach 365,700 by 2020, an increase of porcent, of the land i’ the municipahty
nomic base of the commumty — places 107,000 About 75 percent of this popu- generate 100 percent of the taxes?
an immense burden on those upon |ation ncrease (80,000 people) 18 project- "As voters, we must each deade what
iai:—sﬁn the tax EE;SF»SPE@ od to live 1n the Anchorage Bowl, with ;) ortang 1 (0o, love parks, but how
$169 -Mhm:..”ﬂh __Mn S_M“_ tapped for W-W.e..n_ﬂ._-._—n n___._ﬁ“s.ﬂ_m". ﬂc:%qam ﬁsssomﬂmmm much 18 m:o.._n—_ ‘and at what cost?
Only about 78 percent of the “devel- ~Ruver, Chugak and Girdwood When 15 our municipal government go
ratly Taxable The batacewver bt i all vacant resdential land i g " 0
actually taxable The balance, e rage is developed as it
11,000 acres, 18 1n parks or open spaces, 15 now zoned, that would allow the ﬁua_.m E-:..ﬁonwwE.. uSuE__m_ mean _..__a_unrn
not ncluding Chugach State Park or powl to accommodate only 57,000 °r taxes Its _S.MQ_ se ao—..”m o
Chugach National Forest more residents and 21,000 more larger, =3—Manv.== cn.mn..u mEBw_SE
The most important land planning 1s-  homes That means we can accommo- gﬁ:ﬁs Ly ___.a_ﬂﬁ _w._ o g
sue for Anchorage 1s room to grow, espe- date far less than the projected 2020 and helping close the municipah-
cially for homes Almost 80 percent of population growth and housing de- ty's fiscal gap
the Anchorage Bowl's 64,400 acres 1s al-  mand Paul Paimer mapped Anchorage for the
ready developed ‘The muniapahty aparksplan G ge Area gh in the
About 6,200 acres — less than one- 1n 1985, with the goal of dedicating park- 19705 and currently 1s an assoclate real es-
tenth of the bowl — 1s vacant and swt- land at a rate of 25 acres per 1,000 peo- tate broker specializing in land sales and
able for development Another 5,000 ple The muniapalty ly contains
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g Pundits ignore Iraqi peace progress
r—cﬂwg —”%cmm wﬂ_“;_.nmz;cﬂﬂw”_smua % ~— . ——

body 15 a genius
HE LAYOFFS in the Anchorage hbrary system are Every pundit, every ex-offiaal of
‘..—.Jnﬁc.ﬂmcn to those losing theur jobs and to the co-work- course, Wm.:en....omaﬂraim Mu_u.n&

(L

S ,.01][,/ g.—!?ﬂ!?

ers they leave behind, but the ibrary shakeup should send a how 1t 5 have been done Everybody |+

message to managers at all levels of government — local, would have had Iraq up and runmng by
state and federal now and as safe as downtewn Singapore
The message 1s that public services can and should be de- Everybody, that 13, except the Bush

livered profesaionally, efficently and cost-effectavely; and do- %ﬁmmn:gih.m—. ey _mmswh..dnwsmm -

ing so requires keeping up with changes in public needs and tion that 1t 1s “n danger of loaing the

szzﬂ.vqe..mmnww__ keep their organizations configured Poward Doan, Tod Kennedy e many
w to ol 0nS Co)

for a_<o_5m=mmm mussions and :M—Eo-o@ should understand others down the Democratic food chain

that reality will eventually set in, especially at a tume of a

falling government revenues and shnnking budgets had just emerged from terror and total-

Unfortunately, the pain of facing reality 1s hikely to fall on tananism — largely phy=ically intact (as 3
valuable employees who have been made superfluous by n.__:_..._w:% of an Em.nhopmmn:i precision o e hos hod to 1l M ton
ﬁ?ﬂ.—uﬂm H—é PG e faces on al o joregver, E——E— EEO
anes o “ﬁwﬁn»...—_w_mv. Eﬂwnﬁaﬂﬁw u“rhum—“.o wcnﬁﬂﬁ of the neglect and abuse of the gangsters  tan, the currency, %%ﬁp&w army released a large population of un-
nwh greal m who had run 1t for more than 30 years central bank, the structure of the ol n- ﬁﬁ%ﬂ.. disgruntled and weapons-
brary 1s a tremendous cultural resource, perhaps our aty’s It was as if, when the Soviet Union dustry These are just the economic Egmgﬁna:._h.ﬂu?
most important, and the morale of 1ts staff 1s important to its imploded 1n 1991, we had somehow questions Daly, he rn made political, edl, at our troops We have now
successful function found ourselves in Mascow i charge of infrastructure, secunty, B_mm.aﬁ and ba abit, %Eu.Eﬁw less radical
The lhibrary layoffs ehmunated 30 jobs, putting 22 people ﬁv_hoo The nacﬂuﬂm p ethnucd with p effctson  de-Baathufication for the new Iraq army
out of work and dropping eight unfilled positons Many of we are sux manths into Iraq's recon-  Irag's future - These mstakes were serous, but
struction and 1t has not been reconstruct- In the Unuted States, any one of these  have they onst us the ? The media
those losing jobs are college-educated, higher-paid profes- ed The Russ:ans are 12 years into theirs  deaisions would take months of delibera-  cgver the sabot the ol pipel
sionals Some are taking advantage of their option to move and they st1ll are not close to success tion, heanngs and hﬁ:ﬁgﬁ Bremer Thus 15 perfectly reasonable It 18 news,
into lower-pad positions and bump those with less senionity Yes, the admumistration has made has to make them hours or days  and it produces dramatic pictures But
e, e e e Sy 3 oo G o o g P P o g g el
WHILE THE library system 18 ekmunating hugher-level _‘..zunm v.um =5__ e tand how and why - a country ..mE. .E!_ agoniad RO Gv- - quang more :Ea_ 16 mulhon uE_m
positions, 1t wall add 10 workers for lower-pay johs Munua- Emmnan No 1 was the appontment of :uﬁﬂ.ﬁ%ﬂ ‘mustal iw.% o m&m sctaon _M!.mu rs of
pal officaals said the staff reductions will be achieved without Jay Garner to run the reconstruction the army And even this judgment  Last week OPEC unexpectedly cut its
~ dlosing hibranes or reducing hibrary hours at any faclity, but The reason he was chosen was his suc- should be rendered with a bit of humility  produchion quotas — boosting oil prices
some programs wll be affected cess 1n rescuing the Kurds after the At the time, it seemed the nght thing to  and ratthing world markets Why? Be-
Circulation of books and other bbrary matenals 1s on the calamity of their failed 1991 ant-Sad- do In the Middle East, a major obstacle cguse 1t sees Iraqs ol E—ggﬁm
i The made dam Hussem upnsing to democracy has always been the mil- on line and serwously threatening
nse, not dechning restructunng was passible by in- %.:ﬁgiﬂzﬁ ‘military power, mulitary autsnomy, Puctures show, the sabotage story;
creasing use of the Internet and the ability of patrons to locate bloody, t and destructive, we ex- tary coups Hussewn's army  QPEC has already acted on the produc-
Library matenals through online services Such innovations ﬁm&laﬂa._n_.rggnﬁul nsked the worst possible outcome a fu-  gon story
. reduced the need for highly educated reference personnel. unger, epidemucs and refugees These ture retum to power of a Baathistarmy  Losing the peace? No matter what
The layoffs were necessary because the muniapality 1s were perfoctly reasonable assumptions  For the long-run health of the new Irag, anyone says now, that question will be
The m was that none of these 1t made sense to the d only at the endpomnt If n a
facing a budget shortfall of at least $30 milion They will re- cnises matenahzed There was no lack of and start over pos y A _MMSE__E
duce the ibrary’s salaries and benefits spending by $125 Gt o health disaster and, ly, " The probl s youcnly ot o the g T e e e et e wil have
mullion, a signuficant saving no refugees (a tribute to the Iraqs’ trust :E_nnw_n_..abwm_p the short run.  gyemeded If not, we will have failed And
Mayor Mark Begich may be reluctant to take credit for mnA s intentions and | ) And the challenge in the short run 15 )] the geniuses will be vindicated
the layoffs because of the pain inflicted on bibrary staff, but Garner was the right guy in the putting down Sunm Trangle resistance
. place There were other obs todo, Had we retamed the old army, we might __ Charles Krauthammer wrtes a weekly,
he deserves kudos for making a difficult deasion Other de- o e . nationally syndscated column for the Wash-
and could not do them well This  have had ready-made military units st~
partments can expect restructuring because the Begich ad- error cost us a month, a cruaal manth able at least for guardng statimary tar- Ington Post His column is distributad by
munstration 1s talang a sumular look at the mumapahty’s His L Paul B . has gets such as ol pipelines, thus relieving the Washington Past Writers Group ©
parks and recreation operations, assessment, treasury and done remarkably well Consider the task coalizon troops to go after the enemy Copyright 2003 The Washington Post Co
employee relations
Such large-scale pamn could be avoided 1if government The ggcﬂﬁmm Times The Voice of the Times does not represant the
managers did a continuing review of their operations, their Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264-8193 [ views of the Anchorage Dally News  is published
relevance to pubhc need and the tools and techmques avail- ‘Assocsats editor JAN SINGYKE, 264-8107 « P O Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 ¢ FAX 807-264-8194 | under an agreement o preserva the saparate edi-
able to improve effiaency and effectiveness » emal AnchTimes@alaska.net torlal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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WHAT IF THEY HELD AN ELECTION AND . . . i . o o — 9
o | Mandates: Are they permissible?
Nobody came? |~ . s - o= \
We all can agree that having money WE CouLD
o NE OF THE bnghter developments on the political oty Aaportant B s o e 18 Sun
o scene 18 the prospect :z—.uh ‘fmm_“ﬂms: mBMm will cancel mam..%”:n_n_...m w—_n._ hm.:.p manage pwn.mn_ -
its pnmary election, sched: lor ni March m what ut a congressi
Why? Sunple The idea was to poll Washington voters mandate whereby mortgage or rent
about their presidential preferences in the 2004 run for the Ee.-n—mwiﬁ .“.rh ' memuasﬁ oy :r_ o.
Whte House But in the Evergreen State, 1t turns out, no- oorteags holde or ooty to our
body cares The medical profession advises that
Republican leaders say the GOP nominee will be Pres:- vigorous uo.ap_...cs physical aon_s:u
dent George W Bush So they don't need a primary three or four tumes a week 1s important
Democratic leaders on the national scene told party faith- to the maintenance of good cardiovascu-
ful 1n Washington that the outcome of the prmary would ﬁs_ﬁaﬁ Not all of us heed that good
have Litl %ﬁﬁﬂﬁm ens at the nomunating conven- Woulda't t be a good 1dea for SR
primary’ Congress to enact a law manda t :
None, say state Democratic and Republican leaders Gov each able-bodied person perform some o
Gary Locke agrees He wants the whole thing called off type of ftness excrase — such as run- N .l‘
It would be a waste of $6 mullion, he said — the estumated | 2198 & brsk walk, swumoung or bikang | — :
cost of running the election tion to making Amer- — tions for costs? The unambigu- fare, but those speafically enumer-
The only official who seems to favor staging the election, _Sn_m -.nw.»n..m..m.@.”n Eh nz aE._Euim..S aﬁnmnuu.uneﬁnﬂ ated ” only "
anyway, 18 Washington's secretary of state, Sam Reed But would put a | t § i no I challenge any cong Mandated housing expense payrol
that's no surpnse He's charged with running elections, and MM—W”MSE health- ;Y B.ﬂonm ..m.anmn...:hm_. m—E.» of constituional - deductions and eacsase wero sunply hy-
the more the better when 1t comes to job secunty for hum Were a congress- o The fact of business 1s that Congress who took hus oath of office seriously,
~mw4%§ur»mm_m$=au9.ﬂn w_.nﬂcsmnﬁ%ww_gomm: man to ntroduce bills KGR # 18 authe :\u‘_&wwaho%aw ESm»E.m.nu %éﬁaﬁgﬁgﬂﬁ
election or saving $6 mutlion, the outcome seems obvious calling for de B r at e e payroll deductions
ductions for | ﬂ.%::m.:ﬂ R | “M_._:".?!&E%.a say “Willams, you're h g exp are not among those
ngcg G”Hﬂ—ﬁ ed mnn_.o._ﬁhw wﬂw_wupm Lo Ty But here's where u.mo.:..d wrong Art-  What about mandated payroll deduc-
would you hope Wilhams el 8 of our Constitution says, tions for hﬁﬁﬁsﬁﬂg
e—.—.—w “COPS IN SCHOOLS" program proved its ﬂa:_-m vo_n—n._a mvm:mu&ome Would be provide for the common defense and our tolets? What about ﬂanﬁmn:uron
worth recently when it bagged a 19-year-old suspected C legs _Wn_um ebal om aw»ﬁ: general welfare of the United States™  drugs for semors? In short, what about
drug dealer entering Bartlett High weanng gang colors and Bnmm&.ma._ o i-.n.ﬁ...&—n_ﬂwsua QMM. The general welfare clause has become  the thousands of congressional man-
carrying a loaded gun and crack cocaine a:ﬁoﬁgasgmwgsWEmuoemB _..._5 and ﬁﬁ%ﬂ&:ﬁﬂ:ﬂg dates and the threequarters of the fod
The bust occurred on one of the first few days of the first 10 fact, good ideas? ’ §:.E.ﬁ?&wn_aip o Jgno-  eral budget for which there's no const-
full year of the program, which uses a federal grant to post Then, if congressmen agreed that portant part of today’s Amenca You mught say, “If our Constitution
12 police officers 1n Anchorage schools Typically, two officers mandated exercise and payroll deduc- ~ James Madison 15 the Constitution’s des no authonty for near
are assigned to each high school, but the officers also keep nﬁ m..”nrezmsm mw._-aﬂsuﬁ .ﬁnnn__%oo&._ ﬂnﬁ—_ﬁ._&m& gsﬂﬂ. and rm_.mweaww.e and dear to the hearts of 80 many Amer-
therr ties at the middle and ele; schools 1dess, and enacted legislation = he to say “With respect to Constitution.”
émﬁﬁngwgw amm.m% «&Eﬁ:&ﬁﬂ& _.“” fect, would you be happy? If not, why !aluhmamqh_ welfare,’ I have always _E“.nﬁwwgfcﬂ_n_-ﬂﬁ ve, :m” m
not? After all, 1t would be the resuit of a regarded them as qualified by the detail e '
weanng a red hat and other red clothing, which 1s agamnst de * by our elected repre-  of powers _u:s.._:_ To take moﬂmnm:auna o ourts, Congress
the school’s dress code, and was recognized as not being a sentatives them 1n a hteral and unloted sense H:n wMash_.n.«s un.%::m_nsrnrwmﬁﬁ%_om_w
e ourpad thewext day and polcesto ped hum 1n his o o e chOt sotes the de. hion i pmorppoas of the Cot - Congttuton?
ref n an sf mn t's a ea sho ter mto a W 18
white Cadillac when the B:eﬁ“m: m:,\_ﬂmm:.wwew:v. m wmms at all Whether it's wnMe& idea or 2 host of proofs was not contemplated by ~ Walter E Willlams Is a professor at
the school parkang lot not 18 urelevant The relevant 1ssue 1s  1ts creators” George Mason University at Feirfax, Va. His
That’s when the officers found the pistol and drugs, and i3 it permussible, under the US Const- Thomas Jefferson e e cate .. STTT W o!nﬂc,‘!&..wsﬂxﬂh
arrested him The suspect was indicted on Eﬁnh_m charges st for Congress to enact leguslation E:ﬂ...m.s..oﬁn%a?_ﬁnhmﬁ_ﬁa wel- Los Angoles, CA 90045, (310} 337-7003.
for possession of crack cocaine with the ntent to distribute — — u -
and with possession of a handgun at a schoo! 1n a drug of- The >-a——o—.&mﬂ Times The Vo of the Times doss nat e
fense If convicted he faces the prospect of up to 40 years 1n Edtors TOM BRENNAN, 264-9191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8193 | views of the Anchorage Dy News 1 _EE!,
pnison and fines totaling $750,000 Associate editor” JAN SINGYKE, 264-8107 « PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 ¢ FAX 907-264-8184 under an agreement to presarve the saparate edi-
‘The Cops 1n Schools program 15 off to a good start © e-mal AnchTimes@alaska net torlal vouce of the former Anchorage Times.
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HARD TO FIGURE WHO’S RIGHT AND . . .

What’s wrong | 2herers.dining

WOODINVILLE, Wash, — This
E HAVE BEEN taken to task by Stanley E Senner, 18 Napa Valley North, Washington

arking Frog
“Fuwhnom“—% The wnnrb.nkmwmaﬁﬂ

w:_.m B

Wi

27~ B 840 Yo LK
K

) ) N by itself worth a drive up from downtown
the executwe directar of Audubon Alaska. He was g R pR Pl Y Bcers? Seatile. Fxecutive Chel Tom Black and
steamed because 1n an editonal a week or 8o ago we said the and full-bodied — to use a couple of tus staff serve wonderful dishes F.
Bernard N Baker Sanctuary in Michigan 1s owned by the phrases from a label on a bottle of red _EE—.E*@EO_,_EM»B
National Audubon Socety wine — but its amenities are plentiful, 7 O_S_ ; w_ Smha_ws_o.. a mw..wnnﬁ. Tk
That's what Congressman Richard Pombo of Califorma %nwﬁ&”m»nhﬁum _M.__mm.uﬁw k.om_.ﬂ % shice of toasted French bread, topped with
- . & fred and melted Emmental
ST Wik Rafug St oter el koo aroms aivess g~ | e, o fr thine who ke 8 more Chees (133 s cren ol
areas across a rewery
country This particular Michigan sanctuary covers 26800 | ONE OF WOODINVILLE'S include such dishes a6 Wild King Salmon
acres, many more than the 2,000 actes of ANWR's coastal biggest attractions 1s 1its location — Roasted Rack of Lamb with black
plawn, where oil and gas exploration and development 1s en- Euﬂga_:iﬁ:vrmwun_gmmﬁ trumpet mushrooms ($35) Match those
visioned m_mwﬁo. SprBE.wH wrm—_ﬂpm_i.. aWdB with some local wines — maybe a 1997
And he said for 50 years the sanctuary had producmg il EE.E._ e ot et ot o Belloves P2 Darighe Proprietor’s Blend Columbia
wells that enniched the treas: %502»93%““&:—5% poke W e — o Valley red ar an Apex 2000 Yakuna Val-
ury Easy, 1n other words — anytume you
Socue én o be in Seattle for work or play, 184, the Herbfrm 165 8 AAA Five Dua-  ley Outlook Vineyard chardonnay — and
ty ”vam._w.. Emﬂ or work or ’ mond Award winner, the only diming ﬁ.noﬁnnnga!ﬁm dinng
Well, that fired up Mr Senner The sanctuary, he protest- are lookng fur a getaway lace 1n all of Wa state that Barking Frog seats 70 in its duung
ed, 18 not owned by the National Audubon Society and none THE FOCAL P Bolds that distinctaon. Heservations are room and another 14 1 a c0zy bar, and s
of the o maney ever ted the > 2 favored destunation but 1t puﬂ.@@aaaﬁ Its 5%%% NEXT DOOR TO the lod,
t 1it's not one e lodge's
m.c”.ﬂam_g&:. o :4”“ MMBM%:_M unn turns :Qe M.—..m%&g 15 the Willows Lodge, elegant, mne-course, four-hour attrac- scenic layout 18 the Redhook Brewery, a
Aud orsotis «Egﬁmsﬂ.m—ﬁmﬂ a 3-year-old mixture gl tions that pawrs spectal wine selecions gant of a place that 1s for tours
ubon Society, repo. of the rustic and with each serving There's one seatinga and a sampling of its ucts Its um-

. -
$169 and Ensﬁ_. E_.___Ea:ma u-hma.m er &esn_ _._nsnsg gwm

s, a persan, p an ery, a big tasting room, a
It compares with Charlie Trotter's in shop, and weekend n:-...m.. D

Presumably we are therefore to believe that the Michigan modern It’s an
branch of the national organization has never done anything room, two-story |
to benefit 1ts big brother And that none of its money ever on five acres of

8 ¢
tifully landsea R Chucago and the French Laundry in  across the road 18 another of the area
im”ﬂ”?gvﬁog“ang_aw:pﬂ . nwu%w:n along the . B Napa, demgned for real gourmet diners, most noted wineries, Chateau Ste
er case, perhaps, o nght hand not knowing Sammams h River Top folks who nﬁ.&:ﬁcﬁse%&n Michelle — at 69, the oldest winery in
what the left hand 1s dong There’s a Northwest 0P food chan. __nuw_._g_:a% ﬂaw-r in._.muns.. state .h, has splendid
flair to the lodge, a wonderfully warm Ues a0 Herbfarm begun grounds — along with a major tasting
(] and hospitable staff, a big stone fire- restaurant’s founders, Ron Zunmerman room and gift shop — and 18 a favonte
and hus wife, Carrie Van Dyck, when gpot for wine festivals and prenackang
u_»as._nn_eg.maaﬁﬁﬁ_ﬂ they first opened 1n 1986 1 Fall C1ty, 30 yicfer the tsce
linens ground-floor rooms .
AST WEEK'S Beaufort Sea o1l and gas lease sale was Jacuzz tubs, however, are a bit odd ﬂ.._nnnmenuaoﬁmn_wnm_h p‘w.w.. Edﬁe THE TOWN OF Woodinville 18
an encouraging sign of continuing 1nterest in Alaska’s Dark slate floors, modern Light fixtures o, v years later the Zummermans re- EgrSE_PE%&E
Arctic by corparate ail explorers that are confusing to operate, a bath- opened 1n a tasting room at Hedges Cel- some grand back along &
The sale, held by the federal Minerals Management Ser- room sink with an artistic marble basin Jarg 1n L h at v tree-ined streets But .,uuw_gv_aao
vice, netted $8 9 mullion that paud for 181,000 acres of sub- on top that 1 more of a nuisance than a  whle their new restaurant at the Wil- wban%:s alouost n___aa_a. umer-
3 or 151, 8 blessing, and a lug murror so poorly illu- lows Lodge was under construction. It ¢ e
merged lands off the Arctic Coast The service noted that it 1cal name and crsscross each other
munated that 1t challenges a woman do- reopened in May 2001 to the hughest of terio There's NE 146th
immbnrwmgmm_o%-ﬂ_—m_nuo 10 years 15 that the ing her makeup local and national accolades Ewn.&? M—E—aﬂnﬂwnez.m;nrugbf
good reason for the encouragement 1s three BUT DON'T LET the nunor draw- IF BSUCH GRAND dining is not _ i malang sense
compantes that bought the leases are active explorers and roawmpr-w%v you away You'll love the ﬁ__"_n cup —M_A._an. F«Mwas w.nr :nﬂo M..“mw-hm mﬁnﬂn&.ﬂa—.ﬁnﬁgg
expenenced 1n Alaska’s Arctic Those were ConocoPhullips, place, and its other attrachons Turning ows e t next door to the g, gggly to the Willows Lodge and the
Armstrong Alaska and EnCana O1l and Gas, a Canadian mnto the lodge’s dnveway — marked by Herbfarm, and just across the driveway mo Frog You won't get lost And
company the shell of a u.uoc.wm!..o_mao&wu ._ﬂ w.nEFn_R_nﬂ muﬂ.,___-ﬁ..unﬁ%oﬁﬂﬂﬁ you can't go wrong
stroyed 2 forest —_ rog, a ¢ t bis e ____
The acreage leased extends from an area offshore from ﬁgﬂﬂgpﬁégﬁma«ﬂa !@%:.EMHMENM—MNW%.EEQ William J, Tobin is an editor of The An-
Barrow and east beyond Prudhoe Bay The most intense in- most accl restaurants 1n all the selechions of Washington wines are aum- Times.
terest and highest bids were on tracts near Sandpiper, an -
undeveloped prospect where Shell and Murphy Oil discov- The Anchorage Times The Vo of the Times doss natrepresent the
ered oil in the md-1980s Edrtors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8133 views of the Anchorage Daily News. ft is published
The sale was not a bonanza event, but 1t was a welcome Associate editor JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 P O Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 ¢ FAX. 907-264-8194 | ynger an agresment to preserve the separata odi-
sign of bfe 1n Alaska's matuning oil patch * emaiAnchTimes@alaska nat torial voic of the former Anchorage Times.
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GIRDWO00D MAY HAVE TO CHANGE . . .

Street names

m OME GIRDWOOD residents are unhappy because
. the mumapality wants to change their street names

. Thetr displeasure 1s understandable since the names of
some of the 17 streets in question have histoncal signufi-
cance and were adopted before the names they duplicate in
Anchorage or Eagle River

The Tumagain Times reports one wrate Girdwoodian ar-
gued that some of the names have been 1n use for more than
~8§BE§E§S~_§§°&€BE§<@
mining commumnity and Anchorage did not exst.

The problem 15 that duplicate street can confuse
emergency service dispatchers and slow responses And
since up to half of all 911 calls come from cell phones —
which don't give locations — a dispatcher may have duffi-
culty determuning whether an emergency 18 being reported
on Dawson Street in Girdwood or Dawson Street in An-
chorage

Dﬁganssnnmwnri:smvosng It al-
so defines the citena for deaading which one must change,
generally the street with the fewest residents or where
change will have the least impact Since Girdwood doesn't
have house numbers, the lightest wmpact would fall on
streets there

At nsk are venerable Girdwood street names ke Alpine
Avenue, Glaaer Dnve, Loveland Road, Main Street, Nancy
Circle and Timberhne Drive

Gizmo needed

-HJ Hrmsﬁdmnmz—cm.—.gnﬁn gi__:emm
n the end

Despite their courthouse successes so far, there is no way
that their constitutional right to annoy consumers at dinner-
anB:EEB«&.S&S;:EmS—KE—EuERE@
prefer

Congress will probably sort out the legal conflicts, but if 1t
ga.?m@ﬂseSm%ﬁ:u—E&»ﬁE«BSnS:s
rescue

One item that might do the tnick would be a gadget that
requures callers to identify themselves before the tele-
phone 1s answered Before getting on the line, the house-
holder would have to hear something bke “Grandma, it’s
Joey”

Otherwise the phone would not be answered Or better
yet, the caller could be cut off Such a gizmo would be much
ke message machines already in use and often used to
screen unwanted calls

QESo?Fguaigrﬁn:swEiﬁdﬁaw&EmEnr
n must say things like “Pick up, Mom It's me ”

A few rules for carryi

By ROB HEUN R
Deputy Chief Anchorage Police Department

The recently adopted state law on
led carry provid flexabil-

ity for estizens who carry concealed
firearms for persanal protection

It also puts a greater responsibility
for safety on the part of the person exer- [y
cising hus or her Second Amendment K
nights under the law For one, each inds- )
vidual must decide what training to
SonEﬁE.SmchEn_ﬁs_a.BE
and competency with the weapon of
choice

There are also certain consmiderations A
that must be gwven to preclude poten- i
tally Ew_nn. Hnﬁ::noa.b:n_: when 2
deahng wt ce officers whule carry-
ng a concealed firearm

First of all, the fundamental rule for =
eagﬁsgnw__w:agﬂw_iuﬁ .
loaded Thus basic safety premuse deter- == s
munes the level of respect that a police 9

ng concealed

il

1111
/

e
.,.
(5 - -
3 = 4.,, GH

officer shows _ﬂm.ﬁ:u when n__n_m_. han- [ERSEaS 4
dhing 1t or w Spantaneously encoun- [
tering a gun an the strect — e.“
s The %-E_”_wmh Police Umum.ﬂuum_.._.“ along the top of the gun's frame, 1san ef: carrying one Do not ever handle the R
repective 1s mstilled 1n officers from fective way to ensure the tngger is not weapon 1n a manner that allows the
ﬂm:. earbiest days of training, and en. 'M2dvertently depressed muzzle to be pomted at the officer or 4
sures th :—_o-w..mE%msEEmEEEun Should you ever find yourself n a ait- anyone else 18
:.H.w:«h.i their careers Citizens Wn:cw.:.-._—.m.. ._.n:m.m the e, of _a..rﬂ_. ongEvcng.nﬂ.% calls for ser 3o
ree you have made easlon to  vice cannot immediately ascertan
ﬂ_ﬂpﬂhﬂﬁgmﬂ%“ﬁ%—pﬂ%ﬂﬁg use your weapon, be sure of your target good guys from the bad guys We do not H
are always loaded Buns Eﬁﬁmgcuw%é " E&:mrﬁim_ésg?nﬁua
) Finng ly-nully with no con- loaded or o
And never pont the gun’s muzzle at E_BSEE_‘ESE_R:.FBEEFS Eﬁﬁgggiﬁps.
anything that you are not walling to de- having no consideration for the sur- are taught and conditroned for It makes

stroy A atizen’s wnattention to where
the gun 15 pomnted can often recpitate
a lethal response by a police r

In the sphit seconds afforded to assess

roundings in which misplaced bullets a good list for anyone handling a sy
mught stnke an unintended mark, 1s ir- firearm h
responsible and potentially deadly * All guns are always Joaded, 12
Practice with your weapon so that you * Never cover anything with the 11

a threat, the officer has no ume to sec- gr¢ competent with the end result, muzzle that you are not tode-
ond-guess the intention of the person whether you are at the range or en. stroy; 3
holding a gun 'The bottom Line 13 that if nuan_sg.an_ogmmsﬁs * Keep your finger off the un- 14
¥ou pownt a gun at a cop, you will find  yourselfor another EEE&E&:EHME
yourself on the receving end of deadly * Under the new “ES if you are con- ' Be sure of your target and your v
force tacted by a police officer, 1t's your re- surroundings 1}
;ngiﬁpaﬁwoﬁ thewr nsﬁgqsagnsunggwﬂ. =§E»§E§cn§§

pons are lly discharged officer tells you and use of firearms, you will strnke & &

E__munsmﬂus%a:smgmw Do not reach for the gun ta show the B@Egﬁégﬁa
when there 1s no intent to shoot officer you have 1t befare you advise hum sponsibilities ]
Keeping your tngger finger extended of the fact. Do not reach for the gun as .—.—.5&2588:533..—.3?#
"

straight out above the trigger guard, you are tellng the officer

.—,—-ngaws.nma?mm The Vorca of the Times does not epresentthe. 17
Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264 8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264 8192, WILLIAM | TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anch Daly News Rtis it
ggiana.mz.u=vﬂnvos_§op§m.>x 99510  FAX 907-264 3134 E.Eb=§=:“§a5.§g. .
* email AnchTimes@alasia net Eggggg.—sﬁn °

that you are haps your own.
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NEW ROAD PROJECTS CAN CURE . . .

. i d
Gridlock Drunken E:E.m reduce your odds

By PAUL JENKINS

T, —~
o o

s

Y onme oter e, T
HILE WE ANXIOUSLY awaut construction of the s
long-stymed Bragaw Road extension to the south, 1t

a
18 worth noting that there are several other important pro- d-numbing sphit seccnd, all youcan . ©
Jects under discussion that could go a long way toward eas- .ﬂEEuR: mnewnugzrvnwwarmﬁ
ing the aty’s growing traffic woes OK, that his fneuds are OK, that no- |

Public safety, stop and start traffic and increased pollution jﬂﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂ.«éi

demand that this aty act — and soon. s ur case, we were lucky Very | .
The draft East Anchorage Study of Transportation, put A drunk ung woman 1 8 Ford | §

together by HDR Engineering, M had been out celobra her

18 a much-needed first step It numquun_:_.aw« that ught a ..mtnﬂnonwn - = P
recommends the aity’s long- Anchorage no ago She blew through a red hight at the |28 g
range transportation plan in- longer is some small wtersection of Minnesota Dnive and R Cr AR v k)
clude a Bomface-Dowling con- burg on the ed £ Northern Laghts Boulevard and T-boned | B N PSI

nector, Seward Highway inter- g € edge o the Honda Accord my 20-year-ald son i, Y

and three of his fnends were nding in.
Ironucally, they were hit on their way wildly increased insurance costs [ won- of that. She nearly klled my son while
to pick up a fnend who called from a dered if she has the remotest inkling of she was celebrating her birthday Here's

changes from 36th Avenue to  the wilderness, It is
Potter Creek, improvementsto a growing city;
collector roads and extension g growing city with
of 36th Avenue east to improve a small-town
access to the aty’s umiversity
and medical distncts transportation
Perhaps the mostexating ~ System that simply
posal calls for an eight- no longer works.
, divided hughway
the Glenn Highway at Awrport
Heights Dnive to the Seward near Chester Creek, allowing
motonsts to slart the most congested areas of the aty

one or two, and |
IT IS NICE to talk about them now, but these projects Zach’s best [riend Jenkins
were needed years ago, and the aty instead has relied on mES_ n.nﬂﬂ“ﬂ
nunor fixes here and patches there m an effort to keep traffic school was NHTSA fi show young dnvers
moving on the cheap That time 1s long past Anchorageno ~ | the hospital in an ambulance The oth- uginonnﬁngoq&ng. Pﬁimw&wﬂnﬁﬁnhhﬁn_tg
longer 1s some small burg on the edge of the wilderness It1s ers went a few moments later 1n 8 pohice  4nyers who crash, with those between We need 1o that We need to
a growing aty; a growing aty with a small-town transporta- car But nobody was kulled, nobody was 15 and 20 more often mvolved in booze- get &”m we
tion system that ssimply no longer works mawed In fact, after s1x anxious hours  related crashes than any other age vo.h_uﬁ_v.ﬁ__au
You can see it every day Traffic snarls Waiting through %ﬁﬁﬁ»ﬁ%ﬁh quﬂv ._—M:.Q.Eam o om-..h_aﬁmu People who drive drunk must sgme-
a:%gs.aﬁﬁssﬁ,gsﬁssg &na_an_m _uaqhnsﬁa_s_s n&_ﬁ ggg&i&m.?.ﬁ«i:&

-2

of tme Those who do 1t repeatedly —

Gndlock caused by frustrated drivers Watting, crawhing We talked d eggs  Moth t Drunk Driving, after

along, warting And the bad news 1s that 1t wall only get about what my son i He t zm._WnVJ , says >_B?m wwmomwo_m.wﬁgﬁlnmawhﬂﬂo%

worse sad he saw 1t comng His head shat- crash mvolvement rates, share of the a}- to own them or drive them or get msur-
There has been more than enough planming, study and tered the passeng dow, knodang - cohol-crash problem and alcohol-crash - ance for them Ever Or rot injail

public nput over the past few decades It 15 tume to break hum out brefly The large, decp cut on  risk all reach ther peaks with young " Of course, we could confanue talang

y
out the bulldozers and get started If we do not, this aity hke- 18 thumb that has left it partially dnwvers, with the peaks for fatal crashes gyr chances, gambhng that none of our
_V.GEFEEﬁszmwaﬁmﬂ.s.oﬁ: 10 inngwecrc ucﬂw :ﬂmm.h.wﬂ..hﬂm ﬂw_m_o that oﬂ:?nﬂ:%u“%mhm— that wants to mab Wmnu _u-nu will be among the 17,000
work hard to beat back any development in their zeal to see BEB&%E.EE Eaﬁuwbﬁunw.eo EwEwuazngzsgﬁza ._Ebrm

year
My fanul anum“mw. Too many have

the state turned into a park mught appreaate that outcome, lall hum I wondered What about the young woman, but the rest of me — the i
1t wall do the rest of us no good Eaﬁh...sﬂs;__ entoher? part that has been to imaumerable ot besten the

If Anchorage 1s ever to become a world-class city, one that How wall her life change? She’s n acadents 1n a long career n  Paul Jenkins i3 an editor of the Anchor-
will continue to attract busmess and commerce, .nio._:mama» Jail. She's facing a financia) disaster the news business — 1s having no part @ge Times.
have to 1mprove its transportation system Nothing else can -
be expected to work if people cannot quickly and efficiently H.rm?ngﬁbwﬂgg The Vusoa of the Times does ot represert the
get where they want to go Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM J. TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Darly News. It s published

The projects proposed in the EAST study are an excellent Assocsate editor” JAN SINGYRE, 264-8107 « PO Bax 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-264-8384 | under an agreament to preserve the separato edi-
start, but only if we can get them under way ' *' emai AnchTimes@alaska net "1 torial volce of the former Anchorags Times
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EXPLORATION LICENSING PROCRAM OFFERS ... °
Moms and babies need sober dads

More eggs

A couple of week ago, I wrote a enl-

bout the cost of Fetal Alcohol
HOUGH THE prospect of gas dnlling in the Matanus- =..Bbmn:m_5 Dusorde: N
w.H‘ ka and Susitna valleys has ruffled the feathers of some ..m_s .&E:B Eea?_..w.% ﬁ%ﬂn«:ﬂhﬂ

msh.wmwm..__n EESS_ ers, the mshwwmﬁ to encourage wild- wﬂ..n..ﬁo damage done by a mother’s
cal gas exploration 1s pi apace dunng pregnancy
The exploration licensing program under which the new -ﬁwe& interesting e-mail soon
leases were 1ssued 15 a good one and was created by the Leg- after that column ran asking why the fa-
1slature 1n 1996 to encourage oul and gas exploration in areas nﬁisusna.wigwn_mw:ﬁ.wr?ﬂ”
of the state remote from existing production “Mm.n....us._n.i_smr« menr._ n.a@a wos mot bt ding
The latest iitiative was awarding of three exploration Li- him as responsible as the mother, why
censes in the Susitna Valley — two to Forest Oxl Corp , an society was not blaming and shamung
expenenced Alaska operator, and one to Clearflame Re- him.
sources LLC, both of Denver, Colo The wnter asks very good questions

Ma.ﬁpo__w_sﬂ_mﬂima—.anmmm.ooownﬁﬂigzﬁ for which there are not very many good
company to spend $5 5 milhon explonng there Clearflame’s answers The realty 15 that our society,

hicense covers 476,000 acres and requires the company to and most soaeties in the world today,
spend $2 5 mullion on exploration. holds a mother pnmanly for
>==5.E&5<c~<&_m§om§mm§§€&§m her chuldren and thewr - was the one pregnant so she had to stay sober in a warld where hiquor 15 5o readily

leases held by Evergreen Resources that ruffled Mat-Su feath- | Upbringing In fact,
ers are conventional nghts acquired from another company women responsible
‘The concerns of the valley householders are understandable, for what happens to
but the subsurface leaseholders must take those concerns mto them even 1f it was [l
consideration in making dnlling plans And they must show agawnst therr will ,

sober while he sat there and got wasted. ~  available It’s almost impossible 1f you are
Now, anyone who doesn’t drink and 5=gi§a:=_n-mﬁ=5§

has ever gone to a party where alcohol of chotce for the other adults there

was flowing freely can tell you that Many who ach b

there 15 hittle that 13 more unattracte during thewrr are faced with

Y A han watchin, le's faces melt as the unj le of exther the very
the state they have reached agreement with the surface land We have a pnme [ ”—. drur _nm_.ﬂﬂ%a:._.__s.. hal k innking if
owner before they can proceed example of that i1n rq , v m.pm _w.m_.m“uog whileyou ”mﬂiagmﬂﬁmﬁﬂﬁng ﬁ..__mw

AWARDING OF the Forest O1l and Clearfiame leases u_on,wnw rh..“mm a P mx ok Ifyouarea nﬁjpw._sﬁ ...,n.“_,.mu ﬂ%ﬁ% _m.s rame & ﬁﬁr alone because -
__”..Smm the total acreage ::w_-ﬂ. omnm_-_mgnea ramu.wmeom 2 mil- uled to be stoned to | 2tKOta band getting drunk and knowing that ~ Men do play a critical role in the
on acres Others were aw t year in the Nenana death after she weaned her child be- there 15 2 ﬂ.& chance he's going to tum prevalence of FASD 1n our society
and Copper River basins, though driliing has yet to begin cause the chuld was born out of wedlnck. mean and hut you when he 1s drunk, the There 1s no doubt about that There

Exploration hicensing nvolves awarding leases based on The father was not p db to dnnk far outweighs the - may be no hysical evidence yet that
comnutments to mnvest wn exploning on the acreage rather the judges said there was no evidence ~centive o stay sober The baby mghtbe yie5 their %::E:n to birth defects
than bonus payments to the state The investments can be he did 1t The 1dea of DNA matchung ap- EEEmnisw?.nnsE:EEﬁug passed through thewr sperm, but there 1s
in sexsmic studies, exploratory wells and other evaluation parently never occurred to them. from you 15 nght now a world of evidence that their lack of
techniques ?EEMSB::EBE&-EE.&; :m-—“gww.wsuunﬁ_zﬁm_uwnmhe:ﬁzs supy for their pregr _.w ’s so0-

, ns elr pi

oy by e e St B A | o b v s o 1 e 1y bt e ey (o o]
economy by reducing the state’s dependence on the explo- the violence perpetrated on her that re- 1ng the even though they are whole and 15 raised 1n a sober.
ration plans of major companies in known produang areas sulted in the pregnancy She 1s still not willing to stay sober themselves home or comes 1nto the world ds
It could also be described as putting our eggs 1n more than viewed as the person bnnging disgraceon  They do not see thewr behavior as mak- and enters a home of aloohol-fugled vio-
one basket her fanuly — not the man whoraped her  1ng 1t more dfficult, for her to stay sober lence and neglect

Though the mayor companies have been a mamnsta of the So holding a woman solely respons:- 1L 15 the underlying premuse of all so- y
gﬁaﬁ for nearly a half century, there was & tme . | blo for the damage done to her unbom  briety programs that 1o one can make 1y, e s, 1% ot e e
iEmESBEE&ESE&agimBEQQE<o=B child when she thro a preg- you stop dnnking You have to want to nant 5o society seems to let them off the
interested in exploring here nancy 1s not all that unusual But just stop or the treatment wll be mmmally hook It shouldn't
E&ng%ggg 1957 andits E:K.?%:m.%mm:.psmrm::n_: successful at best There 15 no doubt this
n ! I actually interviewed a father who 1s true Ekse Patkotak, an Anchorage free-lance
Eb:gﬂnﬂ-gmﬁng?gw&.mﬁas proudly told me how he beat his wike up But 1t 1 also true that your chance of wniter and author of Parallel Logic, a hu-

Eﬂﬁmgi&n&égg%ugﬁ when she tred to drink whils pregnant, achieving sobnety 18 much raf morous look back at her 28 years in Bar-

Sﬂgnﬁnéﬂggsuvﬁﬂg . The father readil w._E_Er__.WsEn:s_n have the sober n:cn““_ your ..E.euw row, kves in Anchorage and owns Precious
The odds of Forest Ol or Clearflame malang such history- at the tiame ._.om_.s%a.___.__nﬂ.% and loved ones It’s ugh to stay CergoLtd, a P Y

ggﬁ:&o@g.ﬁﬁ Even much -

smaller finds, however, could pay off for them and make a ..:-mgn_ucnﬁmm Times The Vorce o the Times does not represent the

real contribution to the economues of the state and the Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIAM ] TOBIN, 264-8193 views of the Anchorage Dauty News it 15 published

Southcentral Alaska region. Associate editor JAN SINGYEE, 264-8107 » PO Box 100040, Anchorage, AK 99510 « FAX 907-254-8194 undr &n agreement t presarve the separats edi.-
But let’s hope luck 18 with them and they it 1t big * email AnchTimes@alaska net tonal voice of the former Anchorage Times
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_ ? lar fq d
USS Anchorase They’re popular for good reason
By TOM BRENNAN :
m s__.h_.nﬂh.“:ﬂ‘_ﬁs s _s..nm.ﬂ__ _.m.aomh._ to\. ” v\g
HE VENERABLE warship USS Anchorage will be the Lbe. Anonioa Thces ot wos poot Y

encaﬁ_wgﬁma:&gwsgpﬁo &Enﬁcu%zmﬁﬂa.?huww v % %Ih\v

The Anchorage was the first ship to be named after Alas- Bloom's piece was an extended
ka's largest aity It was launched in May 1968 at Pascagoula, lament about the National Book Foun- x
Miss , and commussioned the following year at Norfolk dation awarding its 2003 medal for dis-
Naval Shipyard, homeport for the Navy's Atlantic fleet. tinguished contnbution to Amencan let-

The Anchorage 1s a dock landing ship, a 609-foot vessel EM@M—_EEJ.Q i:S_..m_J_vrmn-o:a
used as a floating dock 1n combat operatzons It can launch Bloom %:_..M gl un. Enmhn&w:ﬁr.m
aur cushion vehicles, conventional landing craft and heh- ._Hnn?_u..m::.m same column
copters onto hostile shares The ship and her crews went in ke gives similar treatment to J K
harm's way numerous times n their more than three Rowling, Bntish author of the the huge-
decades of service to the nation. The Anchorage patrolled in ly Harry Potter book senes
Eaaﬂmamnﬁio%mn.n Eﬁﬂgr bl mﬂqﬂm e ggﬂﬂ.mﬁm!ﬂmrh 43

vessel's deployments induded assising in the evacua- Potter as represen =

tion of Amencans from Vietnam in Apnl 1975 and supporting dumbing %.m._a of our .m.:_EE_ __no.._nw% ==
shore operations in the Gulf War of 199091 It assisted the In my book, Bloom's column 15 a dassic [y f
USS Cole after the guided missile destroyer was devastated Emg_m__giﬂsn P
by a terronst attack in the port of Aden, Yemen, m 2000 As you may have guessed, I am a fan

MOST RECENTLY, the Anchorage supported combat of Stephen King I also readone of J K When the classics came out, there love and collect books This 1s not a bad

Rowling’s books and were undoubtedly blue-nosed cntics thing, it may not mean royalties for
amphibious operations in Operation Iraq: Freedom earhier tharoughly enjoyed 1t. who denounced the then-new work as isinggnssa?
this year The ship 1s the oldest of five vessels of her class (Our Senior Editor, nothing hike the good old stuff that came the world of books, wnters and readers
and the last remaining on active Navy duty Bull Tobin, has read before, whatever it was And »f Rowling’s skall with words can

The ship has earned many awards and commendations, the series 1n an at- Whether the works of King and draw children into reading a 766-page
1ts Web page boasts that she 1s “the most decorated ship on tempt to keep up with Rowling b L will depend an - book, the author 15 by definition one of
the waterfront " The Anchorage’s motto 13 “First in Class, hus grandchuldren, ho SRNRXCR whether they have g appeal to the ashhnms_._a..& vmters of the

» “E cenf er success 18 not &
mmcgﬂﬁi%%ﬁ% wisited the Port of n 1992 <_ﬂu=“ndn ane of hus C They might or E.W_M not, but one or a freak thing; 1t dertves from wnting
and its crew presentad the aty with one of 1 11.tom an- Granted, neither Bl ot et i Hocod Bl o with neac universal appeal, whother
chors The anchor 1s now on permanent display 1n a pocket King nor Rowling’s Brennan M_..ip_ wll play no role in nonms..mn_uﬂ uBmSvro-_ King’s B—uﬂ.—.ﬂ.& be pre-
park near the boat launch at Ship Creek Point. wniting 13 great litera- readers yet to come on which books o gented on Nov 19 at the Natonal

SE%%U:&S!&ESE&&%E#E gﬁ.«ngpggm&;ﬂRE_E.:E_.__«.:.E.._ES@BEE&. >inanoaigqgnwaﬁnnbsuﬂ
reture from the Navy this week wath full honors Following extremely slalled wnters whose work 5 ¢herr beds in New York If e were a Stephen

the ceremony, the Anchorage wll be towed to Hawaw's Peard | SPellbmding They use words in a re-  Qpe of Bloom's favored authors, horror novel, Harold Bloom would
gi“ﬁé&%waggsggé?. markable way that virtually enchants Phulip Rath, author of “Goodbye, Colum-  pe ed to a chair in the front row
ture use the ship might have readers by the mulhons bus” and many other novels, won the while the audience of 1,000 authars, ed-
P Appealing to ..w.n_....w-wa markets vhw_“:. Zn.s.mw_ ﬁ—&:—inzﬂ” Bn_”_h__ _L_-Mh tors, publishers, friends and supparters
asinm 's eyes, ps year But winners have
New to Alaska T T
- you counf son, Studs Ter y This may be more than you wanted
Times What the good professor thunks of them know rences in lLitera-
ELCOME TO Alaska waters two great new ships He also seems to lose sight of the fact 15 unknown Nﬂ __.v.an.—.ao:n.._sw 't that. But when I
- 3 that the classic bocks only became clas-  As an authar, I generally find entics  pead Harol, ’ to
an 895-foot, state-of-the-art tanker built for the il b g to substantin] sy, wnfures cperaally the i d Bloom's column, I had
5%4“5 an 840-foot cargo contawner ship the R—“Bw: b tume They p.-M: classics be- gest r%i:nwoﬂ could —Eﬁn_.i.ﬂzﬁn w-h..m. nﬁ—"".:e—.__.a.“..ﬂ:_.m what an intellectusl 18
tanker Polar Discovery 18 a double-hull vessel, cause they have endunng qualities that books better, how they would have done
thurd of five .-.wwco mllion M_Wr_ Eﬂﬂnﬁﬂwﬂwan n.mﬂwc appeal 8<§E5. nmnuugzﬁ genera- it __\.n”__.w. they had ..mﬁmsr&sg by w._._.p __.o_.a?mao.. Bloom 13 one, I hope
coPhulhps container ship 18 , one tns Those qualities may or may not as you can tell,  am infunated
$175 mullion cargo vessels being added to Alaska service mnclude hea t messages that re- Bloom's comments He ignores the fact,f =~ Tom Brennan is an editor of The An-
ﬁgiﬁg._ﬁ by mawn valid the ages he knows it, that most Stephen King fans  chorage Times :
Polar Discovery 1s en route from the East Coast and vy
the North Star made its first visat to the Port of Anchorage The Anchorage Times T Ve of e Tines dos ot reprecen te
earlier this month. Editors TOM BRENNAN, 264-8191, PAUL JENKINS, 264-8192, WILLIEM | TOBIN, 264 8133
views of the Anchorage Daily News It is published
‘We wish both vessels and thewr crews farr winds and fol- Associate edor JAN Ena.ﬁh_ew.n_w_ﬂ._g.g AK 93510« FAX 907-264-8184 | under an agreement to preserve the separats edi-
lowing seas * emal AnchTimes@alaska net torial voice of the former Anchorage Times
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