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The undersigned serves as counsel to the Respondent in the above-referenced MUR, Joe
Miller for US Senate, the principal authorized committee of Joe Miller, Republican nominee for the

United States Senate from Alaska in the 2010 General Election (“the Committee” or “Joe Miller
Campaign”).

The complaint in this MUR alteges that the Commnnittee diit not properly acconnt for flights

. by the candidate for campaign travel aboard an airplane owned by an individual. After
reconstructing the flights taken, the valuation of each flight and the payments from the Committee to
the owner of the aircraft, it does appear that there was not sufficient reimbursement to the aircraft’s
owner to fully comply with the regulations of the Federal Election Commission (“the Commission”).

There were a number of challenges faced by the Committee regarding the valuation and
reporting of the valae of the air travel.

1. One of the campaign workers called the FEC to ask how to value the flights. Attached
hereto is an email retating the conversation, dated August 10, 2010, which pravided in pertinent part:
“I just spoke to the FEC and the pilot can do an in kind contribution for his services up to $2400,
$4800 if married. He can also give in advance for the general election the same amounts, but if we

were not to win the primary he would have to be refunded...”. See Exhibit 1, August 10, 2010 email
from Randy DeSoto regarding conversation with FEC.

2. The airplane is owned 106% by Tom Wickwire, an individual. Mr. Wickwire initially
refused to accept payment for the value of the flights, based on the regulations of the Fedcral
Aviation Administration (“FAA”) prohibiting non-commercial pilots from charging fees for such
services. Sme Exhibit 2, FAA regulations and Exhibit 3, August 9, 2010 Letter from Tom Wickwire.
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3. After being advised that there are other sections of federal law requiring payment for such
flights, Mr. Wickwire determined that he wauld contribute the maxinaum allowable as an in-kind
contribution. Mr. Wickwire has now calculated the flight hours and, by comparing the type of
aircraft, has established that a commercially reasonable rate for comparable aircraft is $260 p/hour.
See Exhibit 4, December 15, 2010 Letter from Tom Wickwire.

4. Mr. Wickwire has indicated that he wishes to donate $2400 for the value of the flights
during the primary and $2400 for the flights during the general election campaign. The Committee
paid Mr. Wickwire $550 for fuel for ane er more flight(s) during tire primary, which was reparted omr
the July 2010 Quarterly Report. An in-kind contribution of $900 was reported on the sanie FEC
report. See Exhibit 5, Pages 41 and 88 (showing $900 in-kind from Tom Wickwire) and p. 89,
reporting payment of $550 to Mr. Wickwire for fuel.

5. The Committee owes Mr. Wickwire a balance of $3030, the difference between the
permissible $2400 in-kind contribution for the primary 2010 from Mr. Wickwire for travel aboard
his airplane. A check payable to Mr. Wickwire was sent contemporaneously with the filing of this
Response. See Exhibit 6, Check from the Committee to Mr. Wickwire for $3030.

6. Thc Comenittee did not report the remaining $1500 in-kind contribnticn from Mr.
Wickwire for the primary election 2010 nor did the Committee report the $1170 penmss1b1e in-kind
contribution from Mr. Wickwire for the general election.

The Committee regrets the error and will amend its FEC reports to properly reflect the value
of Mr. Wickwire’s in-kind contributions to both the primary and general election campaigns and has
sent a check to Mr. Wickwire for $3030 as payment for the difference between the contribution limit
and the value of the flights during the primary 2010.

The error was not intentional and was a result of lack of soghistication and knowledge
regarding the manner in which private air travel must be paid try Scnate condidntes.

Please contact me at (202) 295-4081 if you have questions regarding this Response. Thank
you.

WASH_7576228.1
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Attachments

cc: Bernadette Koppy, Treasurer

Sincerely,
[0/ Cleta Mitchell

Cleta Mitchell, Esqg., Counsel
Joe Miller for US Senate

WASH_7576228.1
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From: Randy DeSoto <randy@joemiller.us>

Date: Tue, Aug 10, 2010 at 12:32 PM

To: Bernadette Koppy <bck@joemiller.us>

Cec: Joe Miller <joe@joemiller.us>, chris <chris@cmbphotography.com>, "Paul A. Bauer Jr."

<pbauer@alaska.com>

I just spoke to the FEC and the pilot can do an in kind contribution for his services up to $2400,
$4800 if married. He can also give in advance for the general election the same amounts, but if
we were not to win the primary he would have to be refunded. Are we still needing flight hours,
etc? Iknow that Chris had been in touch with the pilot regarding that. I did not receive the # of
hours. We should work with $360 per flight hour. First hour on ground free, then halfrate for
other ground time. That seems to be pretty standard.

Randy

WASH_7576089.1
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§91.321 Carriage of candidates in
elections.

(a) As an aircraft operator, you may receive
payment for carrying a candidate, agent of a can-
didate; of person traveling on behalf of a candi-
dale, running for Federal, State, or local election,
withoul having le comply with the roles in parts
121, 125 or 135 of this ghapter, under the follow-
ing conditions:

(1) Your primary business is not as an air car-
rier or commercial operator;

(2) You carry the candidate, agent, or person
traveling on behalf of a candidate, under the rules
of part 91; and

(3) By Federal, state or local law, you are re-
quired to feceive paymeril for carrying the candi-
date, agent, or person lraveling on_behall of a
candidate. For federal elections, the paymenl may
nol exceed lhe amoun! required by the Féoderal
Elaction Cornmission. For a state or local election,
the payment may not excead the amount required
under the applicable state or local law.

(b) For the purposes of this section, for Federal
elections, the lerms candidate and election have
the same meaning as sei forth in the regulations

§91.323

i mmission. For State or
f the Federal Electon Commls_ .
?ocal elections, the terms candnr.late andhelectlo‘c
have the same meaning as prl_?wdetd b:\st r;:{;pm
’ - d those ter
cable State of local lgw an . ms f
candidates for election 10 public office In State

and local government elections.
[Docket No. FAA-2005-20168, 70 FR 4962, Jan.
2005

EXHIBIT 2
Page 1 of 1 page(s)
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THOMAS R, WICKWIRE
2775 Hanson Road, Suite 1

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
tel:907 474 0068

fax:907 474 ONGY
wn{@iwekwirc.com

August 9, 2010

Joe Miller Campaign
6244 Eastwood Court
Anchorage; Alaska 99504

Attn: Campaign Manager
Re: Flights with Joe Miller
Dear Sir:

i I flew Joe Miller on three occasions from Fairbanks

i to Palmer to Bradley Field and return, Fairbanks to
Bethel, then Anchorage and return and Fairbanks to
Coxrdova, .Gulkana, Tok, Delta Junction and return. My
offer was the Joe Miller Campeign pays for fuel, I
donate the rest. His Campaign has paid that in full.

11196291535

Total flight times, (block-to-block) taken from my
logbook, for all trips was 23.0 hrs.

I understand the federal agency that regulates
campaign fanding has taken the position that the Joe
Miller Company must pay going charter rates for similar
aircraft. 1If this is the case, I will accept whatever
additional sum is required to comply with the law, but
only if the FAA knows and approves of this, as these
wera all FAR Part 91 flights. I do not have a Part 135
Certificate, am not a Part 135 Certified Pilot and do
not comply with all other requirements of Part 135
operators.

It has always been my understanding that on Pert 91
£flights, the pilot may charge only part of the actual
flight costs.

jhzﬁvwmpﬁﬁ??béédgvmzz

Thomas Wickwire
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THOMAS R. WICKWIRE
2775 Hanson Road, Suite 1

Faitbanks, Alaska 99709
tel:907 474 0068

fax:907 474 0069

tom@twickwire.com

December 15, 2010
Cleta Mitchell, Esq.
Foley & Lardner, LLP
3000 K Street, NW #600
Washington, DC 20007
Re: Flights with Jee Miller

Dear Ms Mitchell:

EXHIBIT 4
Page 1of 2 page(s)

Here is my estimate of the charter rates for my aircraft, if there were one
like it in the charter service here. It is a 1959 Cessna 180, highly modified, so
there are no planes like it in current use by charter operators here. The closest
rates I got were $360 per flight hour for a Cessna 206 (slightly larger and
newer, same speed) and $382/hr for a Cessna 185(same size, a little more

power and weight carrying capacity, but same speed as mine).

Invoice

At charter rate, estimated for my aircraft, for Joe Miller campaign flights.

During Primary

Date to/from flt hours rate total
6-12-10 FAl-Palmer- 5.0 $260/hr $1,300
N. Pole (Bradley F1d)-
FAI
6-22-10 FAI-Bethel-Anc 10.0 260 2,600
' (Merrill fld)-FAI Less payment received -550
7-20-10 FAI-Cordova-Gulkana- 8.0 260 2,080

Tok-Delta Jct.-FAI

Total for Primary: $5,430.00

During General
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EXHIBIT 4
' . Page 2 of 2 page(s)

10-24-10 FAI-N. Pole 4.5 260 $1,170
(Bradley fld)-
Anc (Merril Fld)-
FAI

I want to donate $2,400 for the Primary flights and $2,400 for the
General.

Joe Miller bought fuel twice, as I recall, paying directly with credit
card. These amounts should be deducted as the charter rates assume with fuel.

Thomas R. Wickwire
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SCHEDULE A (FEC Form 3 )

Use separate schedule(s) (check only one)
h the
ITEMIZED RECEIPTS Detatod Summen Poce lz' 11a H 11 El e Hm
12 [[13a[ J13b [ 14 []1s

EXHIBIT 5

FOR LINE NUMBER: | PAGE 41/85

Any information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of soliciting contributions
or for commercial pumnses, other.than using the name and address.of any political committea to solicit contributions from such committee.

NAME DF COMMITTEE (In Full)
Joe Miller for U.S. Senate

Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)
Tom Wickwire Date of Receipt
Mailing Address 2775 Hanson Road M M/ D DI Y Y Y Y
Suite 1 06 12 2010
City State Zip Code Transaction ID: A-1707
Eairbanks AK 99709-3055 : Amount of Each Receipt this Period
FEC 1D number of contributi
federal palitical committee. " C 900.00
Name of Employer Occupation g"ki&% Aviation gas 6/12
Recelpt For: 2010 Election Cycle-to-Date V¥
X Primary General : : :
Other (specify) w 900.00
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Iniiam)
Jack Wildermeth Date of Receipt
Mailing Address 2731 N Dayton Street M M /7 D DI Y Y Y Y
06 02 2010
City State Zip Code Transaction ID; A-C133
Chicago L _60614-1409 [ Amount of Each Receipt this Period
FEC ID number of contributing
federal political committee. c 500.00
Name of Employer Occupation
Harris Associatés investment Management
Recaipt For: 2010 Election Cycle-to-Date ¥
. X Primary General : T
Other (specify) w 500.00
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial)
Robert R Wiseman Date of Receipt
Mailing Address PO Box 1135 M M J D DI/ Y Y Y Y
05 28 2010
City State Zip Code Transaction ID: A-C108
Soldotna_ AK 99669-1135 Amount of Each Receipt this Period
FEC D rnumber of contributing
federal political committee. c 250.00
ame of Employer Occupation
Rem:d Retired
Receipt For: 2010 Election Cycle-to-Date V¥
X Primary General '
Other (specify)y 500.00
SUBTOTAL of Receipts This Page (optional) .......... > 1650.00

TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only) | 4

FECSchedule A( Form3 ) (Revised 02/2008)

Page 1 of 3 page(s)
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EXHIBIT 5
Page 2 of 3 page(s)

SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3)
ITEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS

FOR LINE NUMBER: ] PAGE 88/95
Use separate schedule(s)
for each category ef the (check only one)
Detailed Summary Page 17 18 19a 19b
20a 20b 20c 21

Any Information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose ct solicitimg contributione
or for commeroial purposes, ather than using the come and rdress of any political commitios to solicit condributions from such commitses

NAME OF COMMITTEE (in FoR)
Joe Miller for U.S. Senate

Full Name (Last, First, Midtle Initial)

Transaction ID: B-E-131

Richard J Vanderkolk Date of Disbursement
M M./ DD ¢ Y Y Y_ Y
Mailing Address 1466 Redmond Avenue 05 01 2010
City State Zip Code Amount of Each Disbursement this Period
North Pole AK 99705-5336
Purpose of Disbursement 2000.00
Fundraising: Consult fee 003
Candidate Name Category/
Type
Office Saught: House Disbursement For: 2010
Senate X Primary General
President Other (specify) ¥
State: District:
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initiai) Transaction ID: B-E-242
Richard J Vanderkolk Date of Disbursement
M_ M.y [+ o / Y Y \) Y
Mailing Address 1466 Redmond Avenue .0 5 20 2 0 10
City State Zip Code Amount of Each Disbursement this Period
North Pole AK 99705-5336
Purpose of Disbursement 86.57
Reimburse for beverages & ice 003
Candidate Name Category/
Type
Office Soughl: House Disbursement For: 2010
Smnaie X Primary General
President Other (specify) ¥
State: District:
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) Transaction ID; B-I-707
Tom Wickwire Date of Disbursement
M M J D D Y Y Y Y
Mailing Address 2775 Hanson Road 06 12 2010
Suite 1
City State Zip Code Amount of Each Disbursement this Period
Fairbanks AK 99709-3955
Purpose of Disbursement %00.00
Inkind: Aviation gas 6/12 &.6/22
Candidate Name Category/
Type
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: 2010
Senate X Primary General
President Other (specify) ¥
State: District: o
2986.57

SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optional)

TOTAL This Period (last page this lire number only)

FESANO18

FEC ScheduleB8( Form3 ) (Revised 02/2009)
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SCHEDULE B (FEC Form 3)

EXHIBIT 5
Page 3 of 3 page(s)

FOR LINE NUMBER: | PAGE 89/95
Use separate schedule(s)
JTEMIZED DISBURSEMENTS for each category of the (check only one)
Detailed Stammary Pege l% H H 19a H 19

Any Information copied from such Reports and Statements may not be sold or used by any person for the purpose of sollcmng contributions
or for commercial purposas, other than using the name and address of any political committes to solicit contributians from such committee

NAME OF COMMITTEE (In Full)
Joe Mibler for U.S. Sesate

Full Name {Last, First, Middie Initial) Transaction ID: B-E-267
Tom Wickwire Date of Disbursement
M M ¢ D 0D /7 vy ¥ Y Y
Mailing Addmess 2775 Hanson Road A 06 17 2010
Suite 1 '
Clly State Zip Code Amount of Each Disbursement this Period
Fairbanks AK 99709-3955
Pumpse of Disbursement 550.00
Travel: Av Gas to Bethel etc 002
Candidate Name Category/
Type
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: 2010
Senate X Primary General
President Other (specify) ¥
State: District:
Full Name (Last, First, Middle infial) Transaction ID: B-E-243
Sandra K Wilson Date of Disbursement
M W/ ] 0 ¢+ Y Y Y Y
Mailing Address 889 Esro Road 05 20 2010
City State Zip Code Amount of Each Disborsament this Period
Fairbanks AK 99712-2802
Purpose of Disbursement 500.00
consult fee 001
Candidate Name Category/
Type
Office Sought: Houee Disbursement For: ] 3010
Senate - X Primary General
President Other (specify) ¥
State: District: )
Full Name (Last, First, Middle Initial) Transaction ID: B-E-261
Sandra K Wilson Date of Disbursement
M M ¢/ D D¢ Y Y Y Y
Maliing Address 889 Esro Road 06 14 2010
City Siate Zip Code Amount of Each Dishursement this Period
Fairbanks AK 99712-2802
Purpose of Disbursement 750.00
Fundraising: consult fee 003
Candidate Name Category/
Type
Office Sought: House Disbursement For: 2010
Senate X Primary General
Pregident Other (specify) ¥
State: District:
SUBTOTAL of Disbursements This Page (optionaf) > 1800.00
TOTAL This Period (last page this line number only) ..............cuienincincrensnineienns »
FESANO18 FEC ScheduleB( Form3 ) (Revised 02/2008)
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JOE MILLER FOR U.S. SENATE
PO BOX 72838
FAIRBANKS, AK 89707
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Fiat Rats Env Lag

1220010 O 40z Mailed from 99701  071V00552025

USPS PRIORITY MAIL®

BERNADETTE C KOPPY, TREASURER "t#H¥ CkNo 713 0006
JOE MILLER FOR US SENATE

PO BOX 72838

FAIRBANKS AK 89707-2838

SHIP
T0: TOM WICKWIRE

2775 HANSON RD
STE1

FAIRBANKS AK 99709-3955

ZIP - ¢/ USPS DELIVERY CONFIRMATION™

420 99709 9405 5036 9930 0450 3176 03

Electronic Rate Approved #038555749
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USPS - Print Order Summary

Printed Domestic Labels
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Ship Date: 12/20/10

TOM WICKWIRE
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Domestic Order Total: $4.75




